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HIGHLANDS OF ATHIOPIA,

[
ETC.

CHAPTER 1.

)
THE CAPITAL OF THE KINGDOM OF SHOA.

His Christian Majesty passed the greatersportion of
the wet night succeeding the presentatioﬁ of thee
Britjsh Embassy, in revels amid the foreign riches
so unexpectedly heaped upon him. Long tormented
by curiosity which he had been afraid to gratify,
he now minutely examined every novel article with
all the greediness of the savage; and thd' royab ‘
scribes having been duly assembled, elaborate in-
ventories were penned upon serolls of parchméht®to
be deposited for the edification o pogterity «in the
.afghives of the kingdom, The fire_arms #hd the
&VOL. IL B



2 THE CARES OF THE CROWN

warlike munitions were transferred forthwith to the
grand arsenal ; the rich manufactures of the looin
were added t6 “the shelves Of the palace wardrobes ;
and the curiosities, inc]udmg the Chinese dancing
girls, were tarefully immured in the mouldy maga-
zines'of Mamrat, Kéndie, and Ardmba, with labels
and tickets setting forth their respective properties,
and proclaiming to future occupants of the throne of
Shoa that these wonders were added to the state
treasures by the red men called Gyptzis, who came
“from beyond” ¢lhiring the auspicious reign of
Sihela Selassie. «

Ere day had dawned, the favourite page was de-
puted from the king to inquire whether aM had
slumbered, happily. Biiquette demanded that our
replv $hould be in the affinnative, but if an estimate
were formed from the drenched and miscrable aspect
of the tent, the report made to the palace must have
teen far from favourable. In the absence of the cap,
which had-been lost upon the road, the fly of the .
.narquee was hastily lashed with cords to the pole,
and becoming saturated during the night by the
pelting storm, it had presently. slidden down, and
formed a funnel, which completely put an end to
sleep.

HajjivKasim and Izhdk, who, with some of their
blgoted Moslem retainers, had repaired to court to
witnes the reception <of *“ the Christian dogs,” had
presented ‘themsetves at nightfall, wet, shivering,
and fatmshed to 1mplore food and shelter, whlch



»

) A ‘“BRUNDO ”’ FEAST. 3
had been denied b}.r the officers of the royal houge-
Ifold. Upon the principle of good for &vil, we _ghve
them abundance to eat, apd each ‘of “contributed a
share of his bedding,, but the hintoward fall of the
canvass proved equally disagreeable to Christiap and
to Mohammadan. Drenched %o the skin, thé trué
believers, spite of their covering of lard, were fairly
swamped where they lay; and the Ras el Kifilgh’s
pet Kordn having been trampled under foot in the
confusion attendant upon repitching, he angrily left
the tent in the’ morning by,one’deor, at the moment
that the spoiltd page entercd by the other, gigmbling
as he went, ““ Allah! how could the sacred volume
expet‘lence any better fate a§ the hand of infidels 2”’
Six hundred pcasants, wio had Been pressed on
the service of the state from the Mohammﬁdan
villages of Argébba, after trapsporting the king’s
baggage from Alio Amba t6 Machal-wans, had
bivovacked without food oreshelter ypon the bare
saturated ground, ahd were strewed oversthe green-
sward like the slain on a battle-field. As the day®
dawged, their loud cries of *‘ Abiet, abiet,” ‘“ Master,
master,”” arose to the palace-gates from ‘every quar-
ter of the valley ; but they lifted up their sad voices '
in vain ; and reiterated entreaties for dismissal pass- .
ing unheeded, I with great difficulty succeeded ire*
purchasing for them a sufficient number of oxen,
which were instantly slauglfteret} fnd eater’ riw
upon.thesspot. *
« * The sceptic in Europe. whe still ynthhofds his

(2}



4 TIE ‘PUR\'I-‘.YOR-GENERAL. ¢

crhdence from Bruce’s agcounf of an Abyssinian
brlhd feast, ‘would have been ecdified by the sight
now pre%ented' on the yoyal meadow. Crowds
swarmed around each sturdy victim to the knife,
.and jmpetubusly rushing in with a simultaneous
yell, seized horns, And legs, and tail. A vivlent
struggle to escape followed the dssault. Each vigo-
roug bound shook off and scattered a portion of the
assailants, but the stronger and more athletic still
retained their ~rasp, and resolutely grappling and
wrestling with thes ptize, finally prevliled. With a
loud groapn of despair the bull was thfown kicking
to the carth. Twenty crooked knives flashed at
once from the scabbard—a tide of crimsorr gore
proclannegl the work ©f death, and the hungry
butc’hers remained seafed on the quivering carcass,
until the last bubbling jet had welled from the
widely-severed throat:
¢« Rapidly from that moment advanced the work of
Jemohtmnv The hide was optned in fifty places,
«and col]op after collop of warm flesh and muscle—
sliced and scooped from the bone—was borng off
in triumph.® Groups of feasting savages might now
' be seen seated on the wet grass in every direction,
, greedily munching and bolting the raw repast. En-
* ¢rails amd offal did not escape. In a quarter of an
hour nought rcmained of the carcass save hoofs and
hdrng, and tife dlqappomt(,d vultures of the air
assembling round Whe sccne 8f slaughter with the vil-
lage mh-s foupd littke indeed to satisfy their hunger.



'l‘l‘E ROAD TO THE QIE'I‘R()I’OLN 5
1

During this general carousa] of the grateful h t,
the smooth-spoken purveyor-general, who was cgin-
pletely at a loss to comprehend ¢he jgeaning of the
liberality extended, advanced with a sleek and pam-
pered band of parasites. The assisfance Of the
unfeeling functionary had beeny, craved in leﬂ ang
he now, after casting a contemptuous glance towards
the sated serfs, in honied words inquired with
obvious surprisc, ‘‘ whether the party had ®not
rested well, that they thus troubled their heads
unnecessarily about the worthless bondsmen of the
Negoos 27 o * *

No suitable lodging being obtainable at"Machal-
wans, I deemed it advisable to adopt the king’s
proposal of proceeding at Qnee intq winter quarters
at the capital. Preparatory to setting dut &ljither
we had art audience of the king. ¢ My children,”
quoth IIis Majesty, ¢“all my* gun-people shall ac-
company you; may you cnter in safety ! Whatso-
ever your hearss think and w ish, tllat'send word unfo
me. Saving, myself, ye have no relative in thls
distant land.  Ye have travelled far on my affairs.
1 Will give you what I can, accordmg to that which
my country produces 1 cannot give you what I do,
not possess. Be not afraid of me. l.isten not to the
evil insinuations of my people, for they e bad?
l.ook only unto Séhela Selassic. May Iis. fathér
die, he will accomplish whatsoever ye desne' y o

'l‘he gun shone brightly throqgh the ﬂeecy white
(10lldb, as our party left the wet encaﬂxpmegt ir. the



6 CONTRAST TO THE DESERT.

¢ <

*}ey, and under an escort of fusileers took the way
tokthe capital without that regret which is usually
felt\ua quitting the precincts of royalty. A green,
swampy meadow led to the foot of the mountains,
over Which numberless cascades foamed furiously
to tlf,'e plain  Supported from the base to. the
utmost summit by artificial terraces, and clothed
with the most luxuriant cultivation, there were
paris over which it scemed hardly possible that
the plough should have passed at so great an angle.
But wheat ar.d barley delight in a dry stony soil,
and with a fair proportioh of the ** former and the
latter r@h,” will here yicld abundant return to
those who, by their industry, strive to eiaulate the
prosperity of more happiiy located neighbours.
From Machal-wans to Ankéber the distance does
not cxceed six 1niles; but the ascent is great and
immediate, and the reduction in temperature per-
ceptible at every step. Springs gushed out clear
and sparkling <on eithér side of the rugged path,
and beautitul plants luxuriated in the moist at-
mosphere. The prospect was altogether delightful,
and the change more than ever striking from “the
hot deserts of the Adaiel, which now, at a yet greater
depression, stretched away in fading tints to the
-extrems; point of vision.
* The, latter portion of the road lay through the
forest of Aferbeine. Cedar-like junipers, dried up
by the blast of cuuturies, rearing towards the sky
~their tall skeleton forms, rocked to ever \' breeze.



MONASTERY OF AMERBEINE. 7
v [

Younger scions of the stock, clothed in a sombje
cypress garb, flourished in"vigour among the d:%-
ing and silvery woira, of which the pensive braw€hes
were hoary with ancient moss hanging in fanciful
festoons ; and saviig when the zeghyr sighed
through the foliage, or a birds whistled frong the,
topmost branch, silence reigned throughcut the
sylvan scene.

Wlether in Europe or in half-civilised Abyssifiia,
monastic establishinents are invariably seated in
spots the mostsromantic. Deep in the recesses of
Aferbeine stands the chufeh and monastery dedi-
cated to Tekla Haimandt, an ecclesiastic ol gxtraor-
dinary abilities, who flourished during the thirteenth
century, and rescumg the'ygreater pertion of the
cmpire from the yoke of uswrpation, resfored jt ¢o
the hands 8f Yekweno Amlak, the lineal descendant
of the ancient Athiopic dyglasty. Subsequently
canonisec for his successful e.')gertions in the cause
both of Churchsand. State, tlre monk, *whose histora
is obscured with numberless superstitious ‘traditions,
is to the present day held in the highest veneration.
Thriee during the year a festival is hgld in cele-
bration of his birth, death, and ascension, and by
the entire Christian population he is regarded as the
patron saint of Abyssinia. 2

Instantly on emerging from the forest, the metro-
polis of Shoa, spreading far and wide pver a vegdapt
mountain, shaped like Afric’s appfopriate emblem,
the fabled sphynx, present’ed a most sifigular X .ot



R PALACE® OF THE NEGOOS.

€

i posmg appearance. Clusterd of thatched houses
oNall sizes @nds shapes, resemblmg barns and hay-
stachs, with. small green. enclosures and splinter
palings, rising one ahove the other in very irregular
tiers,"adapt.themselves to all the inequalities of the
rugged surfoce ; some being perched high on the
abrupt verge of a cliff, and others so involved in the
bosom of a deep fissure as scarcely to reveal the red
earthen pot which crowns the apex. Connected
with each other by narrow lanes and hedgerows,
these rude habitations, the residence of from twelve
to fifteen thousand inliabitants, cover the entire
mount¥fn-side to the extreme pinnacle—a lofty
spire-like cone, detaching itself by a narrow isthmus
to form the sphynx’s head. Hereon stands the
pulace of ‘the Negoos,« most ingainly-looking edi-
fice with staring gable ends, well fortified by spiral
lines of wooden pafisades. They extend from the
base to the summit, and are interspersed with
barred stockades, between which arc profusely scat-
 tered the abodes of household slaves, with breweries,
kltchens, cellars, storehouses, magazines, and gra—
naries. .

Over those portions unengrossed by cultivation
or by architecture, shrubs and bushes and great
. beds &f nettles assumed the most luxuriant and
“lively appearance Huge fallen masses of rock
streved the lqwey valleys, and others seemed ready
to be lqunched at a moment’s notice upon the clus-
tering habitations ; whilst in the distance, the bronze



($IURCH IN THE WHRALDERNESS. 9
[

cross of the churclf of *“gur Lady,” peeping :ye
-the dark foliage of the juniper, toucheg the chgid
of feelings but little in upison with the wild eScort
that surrounded us, above whose streaming locks
floated bloody emblefns, that breatheds aughf save
conformity to the mild tenets of the Chrlsnan. reli
gion. .

Ankdber, literally translated, signifies the gate of
Anko. She was queen over .the Galla tribe,” by
which this mountain was peopled from the invasion
of Graan untilsits reconqueqt by the crown of Shoa,
and has bequeathed her nafne to the narrow wmdmg
path which forms the ¢ ber’* or gate to the Suburbs.
Skirting the brink of a ydwmn" abyss, and scarcely
wide cnowrh for the foot of a mule, st is not tra-
versed without a feeling of ineecurity, and*thedabour
of a few hdurs would suffice to render all apprbath
to the capital impracticable, yfless to the mountain
goat. Lcud cheers from the whole assembled popy:
lation, female #s well as male, greeted qur arrival,
for the thunder of our guns in the adjactnt valley
had given birth to a feeling of respect in the breast
of all; nor was it without considerable difficulty
that we made our:way through the dense crowd.
that whitened the entire hill-side, and lined every
valley. At length we reached a newly erectgdebuil -
ing fronting the palace, which had been set apart by
His Majesty for our occupatipn, @#ndswhich was now
completgly thronged by porters, dnd belgagpered by
clamorous spectators.



1 . Amrss-mi'm ARCHITECTURE;
Te

lWlstful looks were exchanged as we entered this
b¥&n-like ard dreary abode which for months,eif
not Yor years,-wa$ to form our asylum. A decent
new thatch, and acneat * basket-work ceiling, did
indeed form a roof to the structure, but further, the
«crude_and uminished shell whereon they rested,
could hardly claim the denomiration of ‘‘ a house.”
It rather resembled a den in Exeter ’Change, or an
aviary upon a magnificd scale ; and the open hide-
lashed ribs, being innocent throughout of dab or
plaster to choke the mterstices, wind, rain, and
mountain fog considered themselves to be equally
His Mdjesty’s guests, and entitled to the occupation
of the uninviting interior. Oblong in *form,; win-
dowless, chimneyless, and provided at either end
with, a lofty but narrew door, rudely fashioned of
nfastive planks and beams, each of which, in the
absence of a saw, had involved the demolition of
an entire tree, the edjfice yet afforded an unusually
favourable specimen of Shoan archicecture; and to
account for its desolate and unfinished condition, it
may be proper to add, that the proprietor, who had
been honoured with the fair hand of a princess of
the blood royal, having a few weeks previously
been sounfortunate as to incur the displeasure of
 his desyotic father-in-law, now occupied apartments
in the state prison, whilst the management of his
csiate was, ad interim, considerately undertaken by
the crown,, vuthoﬁt even the preliminary of a_fieri
Sfucias®,
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Inner walls divided the centre room from tw
narrow verandahs, intended for the rgception #f
mules, horses, and housghold lumbers» The fioor
was precisely as nature made #, depressed rather
than raised, and little improved by the mgany, récent
inundations to which it had bean subjected. lor-
rents of muddy water filled the trench whie I en-
vironed the cntire structure, and occasionally burst-
ing the banks of the dyke, oozed copiously between
the palisades, to cover the soil with artificial lakes ;
whilst the small open area be‘soI}d into which it
disembogued-+hemmed in® on all sidgs by rank
vegetation, stinging nettles, and half-ruiied but
noisilys inhabited hove]b——was without any exagge-
ration, eightcen inches deep 1 honest mire.

Alth()ug,h our pilgrimage had at last te*minated,
the prospect, both within and without, was stitl
far from cicouraging. The piercury in Fahren-
heit’s thermometer stood at 5§:, and it became ne-
cessary to adop® imunediate mneasures towards the
exclusion of the cold driving mist and the Wwhistling
wind, which the absence of a fire rendered far from
agre€able. The union flag of old England, stretched
across the hall, lent the ald of its ample folds to
cnliven the interior. Tent walls and tarpaulins
composed iolerably comfortable cabins in t}h ve-
randah closets. Gun-cases, placed on end,.and
connected by the lid of a chest,*fogmed a geny-
porary talle, and with . puncheoll as a_ washing-
stand, and two swinging qh(‘lvcs ()ve11lea(l,.t:c -



i UNIBUE QUARTERS.
<

leted the furniture of each apartment. Boxes and
es, as they eontinued ‘to arrive, were piled around
the“inner walls, ‘and soon reaching to the ceiling,
the appearance of v booth at a country fair, on
a rainy day, ere the wares have been exposed for
‘ salef,‘was gradually imparted to this highly unique
residency in the capital of Shoa.
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CHAPTER 1.
RESIDE.N(‘E IN ANKGBER.

Bur darkness now reigned within our cheerless
abode. Candles that will burn for more than ten
minutes together, or afford light spfficient either to
read or write*arc luxuries which have no existence in
so0 primitive and benighted a land ; and strips of old
cottor? rag ‘dipped in unpurified bees’ wax, forming,
like most other good thinge in the empire, a royal
monopoly, are doled out by the purveyor-general to
the favouréd few with but a niggard hand ; whilst
the absence of glass or other transparent substance,
and the continued presence ,qf rain, sleet, clouds,
and fog thicker than the steam of a wash-Louse, rer-
dered it for sobme time difficult to admit tlie scanty,
light of heaven during its fitful visits through the
overcast atmospherg. .

Wood, too, belongs exclusively to the despot, and -«
is far from being abundant in the timberless realm ;
but packing cases, as they became empty, wgie far-
nished with a sheet of oiled parchment, and ‘these
admirable substitutes for glazed® seshes, were, dn
defiagce ©f exhortations not toe (fefacg the, king’s
walls, inserted therein from ,time to timt. A
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afing dish, raised upop a high mud pedestal, at
18geth chekred the long dreary evenings, althoufh
the wet sodden *fuel yidded a very feeble blaze,
whilst its dense sifioke, choking the chimneyless
roorfr, ecoveved walls and roof with soot. Last, but
- not deast among out improvements, were tallow dips,
which we manufactured of the fat tail of the Athio-
pian sheep, and these afforded us sufficient light by
which to retire to bed, where fleas, revived by the un-
wonted warm*h of English blankets, denied all rest.
The low moaning of the storm behind Mamrat,
and the distant growl of the thunder, usually ush-
ered in the night. There was a sound as of the
surf breaking over a rocky shorce, and beforc many
minutes the hurricane ‘was at its height. Crashing
revuerberations of thunter rattled among the serrated
cliffs, whilst the gates of heaven poured forth a de-
luge, which rendered every lane and footpath through-
out the town, ankle deep in running water.
‘* Often after one of those falls of rain so common
in tropical countries, the face of the lowlands for
fifty miles would be concealed under an impene-
trable fog. The spectator rode unon a sea of billowy
clouds which rolled beneath his foot, lashing with
their spray the dark islands formed by the peaks of
the higher mountains: #nd beyond, in the hot Adel
plain might be seen the Héiwash winding through
the istance, 'antil melted into the limits of the
horizon. As the great bank ascended, all around
becamu wet aqd clammy to the touch ; and the mist.
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although sluggish amtl slow to move, was of a na-
ture so keenly searching, that in defiance of <l
muffling, it seemed to penetrate to’ous very bones.
Together with those privaticns which are com-
mon to a residence ambng all savage nations, fhere
are many which Abyssinia claims exclusiveb’r as,
her own; nor, if viewed only as a place of abode,
docs the country possess aught save the salu-
brity of the climate to counterbalance its mani-
fold discomforts and disadvantages. Although in
the midst of abundance, we prerl‘enced the utmost
difficulty in obtaining the most common necessaries
of existence—bread, meat, and water; and not-
withstanding that a sufficiency of wheat to sustain
life for an entire year maysbe purchesed for one
German crown, yet where tiie stranger is cdncerned,
the grain, Without the abblstance of the monafch,
can scarcely be converted into the staff of life—
the process entailing all the pgtty worry and annoy-,
ance which in ®ther lands are solely undertaken
and performed-by menials. R
In a kingdom where the inhabitants are solely
dependent upon thg exertions of slaves, the diffi-
cultics are increased ten-fold to those who are
obliged to employ hired domestics. The markets
are at a great distance from the capital, and held,
at long intervals; nor are they ever so well “sup-
plied as to admit of the requisite sweekly séoak
being, puschased at any individwal place. «Hence
much trouble and inconyenience argse from? the
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necessnty of dispatching Jmessengers simultaneously
tdythe variaus remote bazaars ; and very great diffi-
culty was experiehced in preserving even the small
number of live stocla required for consumption in a
country, where all the surrouudmg meadows pertain
. ahke to the crown; and where labour is so difficult
to be procured. .

Whilst porters are not to be obtained unless
thi'ough a direct mandate from the king, the un-
willingness of mule-owners to hire their cattle at
the existing low rate, the displcasure and heart-
burning of the authorities if a larger bribe were
offered, the badness of the roads, and the steepncss
of the hills, all combine to render it a perylexmg
matter to dispense wath this species of service.
O the ‘other hand, -the greawest difficulty is ex-
perienced in prowdmg for a permanent establish-
ment of baggage-horses with their attendants, owmg
do the existing necessity of distributing them in
¢mall lots among the limited private grazing grounds
win the vicinity, whence, when wanted, they are not
to be obtained without infinite difficulty.

Every arrangement, however minute in detail, or
trivial in importance, here demands a sacrifice of time
and temper in a tedious and lengthy conference,
whlch,um accordance with the custom of the country,
must be carried on by the principal persons engaged
ix the transaction. No article is readily to be pur-
chased, ner, can any thing,  how trifling soever, be
accorded witl’jout the royal mandate, and when thaﬁ
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is at last obtained, the applicant would appear to be
further than ever removed from the. reglization of
his object. It is donc,”is the mode, of signifying
that a request is granted, and.the despot believes
that to will is to accomphqh but whilst hlS ¢om-
mands are u%ually obeyed more, to the letter than
in the spirit in whigh they have been given, his
public officers embrace every opportunity of con-
sulting the intcrests of the privy purse, to the
stranger’s disadvantage.

In utter abhqrrence of the cguntry and its in-
habitants, the, Moslem servants who accompanied
the Embassy from India all took their departure,
willing, vather to brave the dangers and difficulties
of a long journey through the inhospitable deserts
of the Adaiel, than to prolong a hateful scjourn jin
Abyssinia. +One half of the number were murdered
on the way down, and the places of all long re-
mained empty. In any part of the world it woald
be difficult tc find domestics inferior to their Chris-
tian successors. The consumption of brundo, or
raw beef, and the sleeping off a surfeit which, in
its progress towards stupor, exhilarated, them to
positive intoxication,’formed the sum total of their
services ; yet every idle noisy vagabond who was in
the receipt of four pieces of salt per mensem, *with
the promise of a new cloth annually, value three
.shillings and nine-pence sterling, held, himself en-
titled to a permanent place Befgre the drawing.
room fire. * e’

“VoL. 11
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All stipulated for one day ~out of the thlrty on «

which to drink cosso, and during the other twengy-
nifte, few ewer stirred witpout grumbling. Honesty
is not prominent anrong the Abyssinian virtues, and
the lack of it sometimes redpunded to the discredit
of )‘he master. A youth who was entrusted with
a dollar to purchase sheep in, the adjocent market,
ingeniously conirived to smuggle into the flock,
two for which he had not paid, being convinced
that such an economical arrangement must prove
highly agreeable to,his employers, gnd thus lead to
his own advanccment. * A hue and ¢ry was raised
on thédiscovery of the theft, and it required some
time to persuade the magisterial authoritips that
the goat-hard had not been defranded with the
cognizarice of the bdla-beit '.
« ‘An dfero, or janizary, had been specially ap-
pointed as a spy over the actions of the foreigners,
and he rendered himsclf sufficiently obnoxious.
Not satisfied with prvmg into the.contents of boxes
for the information of the purvevor-general, his
immediate superior, he reported to the throne every
the most yninute circumstance that occurred4 and
besides originating several ingenious falsehoods, was
so indefatigable in proclaiming us to be heretics, that
he was shortly turned out of the house in disgrace,
with an order never to show his face again.

{Ethiopiaderived her faith from the fountain of

]

v
! Master of the house.
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Alexandria; but how 4s her Christianity disfigured
by flly and superstition ! The intolerance of the
bigoted clergy, who rule \with the igon hand of
religious ascendancy, soon proclkimed the British
worse than Pagans, fqr the non-obseryange.of
absurd fasts, and blaspHemous dectrines; and |
inhabitants, priest-ridden to a degree, rec:ived
their cue of behaviour principally from their most
despotic tyrant, the Church. Unquies, the Comus
or Bishop of Shoa, was the most open and undis-
guised in his hastilities. Beset ,by evil thoughts
at an early age, he imitated the example set by
the celebrated Origenes; and so much is e re-
spectedaby the monarch for his austerities and
religious devotion, that IIi§ Majestye invariably
speaks of him as “ the strong monk.” To hige
was traced @ report that the Embassy were to be*
summarily expelled the countr;'r,' in consequence
of the non-observance of the fasts prescribed by
the ZEtluoplc creed, ,and because a Great Lady, .
whose spies they were, was on her way from the
sea-coast, with a large military force, to overturn
the trfie religion, put the king to death, and as-
sume possession of all’ Abyssinia.

On the festival of the Holy Virgin, the cemetery
»was thrown open, wherein rest the remains of .Asfa
Woosen. grandsire to Sihela Selassie. It is a
building adjoining the church of St. Mary; apd,
being anxiops to visit the .mausoleu;n, I sent a_ mes-
sage to "the Lord Bishop, requestmg pertnissigge to
c2
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do so. An insolent reply was returned, that since
the English -were in the habit of drinking cefiee
and smokmg tdbacco, wth of which Mohammadan
abominations are interdicted in Shoa upon religious
grouuds,.we could not bz admitted within the
pr/'cm(,ts of the challowed? edifice, as it would be
polluted by the foot of a Gypti.

Nevertheless, we were permitted to attend Divine
Service in the less inimical of the five churches of
the capital. and offerings were made according to
the custom of the country. The cathedral of St.
Michael, distinguished’ above all itsccompeers by a
sort 6 Chinese lantern on the apex, being invariably
attended by the monarch, came first in order; and
after wadirg through the miry kennels that form

-thee avénues of access, our slippers were put off in
‘atcordance with Jewish prejudice, and giving them
in charge of a servant to prevent their being stolen,
we stepped over the threshold. The scowling eye

« of the bigoted and ignorant priest sparkled with a
gleam of unrepressed satisfaction at the sight of a
rich altar-cloth, glowing with silk and gold, which
was now nnfolded to his gaze ; and a smile of Uelight
played around the corners of his mouth, as the hard
dollars rung in his avaricious palm.

A, strange, though degrading and humiliatinge
sight, rewarded the adwittance we had thus gained
.to, the circula,r interior of the sacred building.
Coarse walls, only partially white- washed rose in
sompre earth but a few feet overliead, and the sus-
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* pended ostrich-egg—(.emblem of heathenish idolatry
—flmost touched our heads as we_ were ushered in
succession to the seat of h¥nour among ‘the erudite.
In a broad verandah, strewed thfoughout with djrty
wet rushes, were crowded the blind, th& hadt,’and
the lame—an unwashed herd %of sacred drofles,
muftled in the skin of the agdzin ; but beyond this
group of turbancd monks and hireling beggars there
was no congregation present.

The high-pricst having proclaimed the muni-
ficence of the $trangers, prondumced his solemn
benediction. *Then arosc a burst of prajge the
most agonising and unearthly that ever resounded
from dome ‘dedicated to Clyristian worship. No
r]eep wellow chant from the choristet—no soul-
inspiring anthem, lifted the heart towards lleave'h.
The Abyssinian cathedral rang, alone to the ex-
cruciating rar of most unmitizated discord; and
amid howling and screamingy ocach sightless orb
was rolled in the® sotket, and every mutilated limb*
convulsed with® disgusting vehemence. A certain
revenyc is attached to the performance of the duty;
and for one poor megsurc of black barley bread, the
hired lungs were taxed to extremity ; but not the
slightest attempt could be detected at music or mpdu-
lation ; and the dissonant chink of the timbrel was
ably seronded by the cracked voice of the mercenary
vocalist.

No ljturgy followed the cessation of thgse hideous

screams. The service was at ,an end ana’the
bl 0 LY
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Alaka, beckoning us te follow, led the way round !
the edifice. The walls were adorned with a few
shields, and with miseraBle daubs representing the
Madonna, the Hoﬁy Trinity in celo, the Father
of Evil enveloped in ﬂames St. Peter and St. Paul,

' St.“George and his'green dra.gon St. Demetrius van-
quishing the lion, St. Tekla Tlaimandt, St. Balaam
and his ass, the Patron Saint, and every other saint
in the Abyssinian calendar. But they boasted of no
sculptured monument raised to departed worth or
genius—no proud banger or trophy of heroic decds
—and_no marble tablet to mark tL® quiet rest of
the soldier, the statesman, or the scholar. In the
holy of holies, which, may be penetrated BY none
save the hih-priest, %is deposited the sacred tabot,
‘o drk of the faith, consecrated at Gondar by the
de.le(rate of the Coyptic patriarch; and around the
veil that fell before this mysterious emblem, there

+ hung in triumph four sporting pictures, from the
*pencil of Alken, which I had latel® presented to His
Majesty. They represented the great Leicestershire
steeple-chase ; and Dick Christian, with his head in
a ditch, otcupied by far the most prominent *niche
in the boasted cathedral of St. Michael !
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CHAPTER 1]
INTERVIE{’VS WITH THE KING.

MEeaNwhiLE, during the tedious fast observed By
all classes in commemoration of the Assumption of
the Holy Virgin, the king continned his residence
at Machal-wans. On sucll occasions, His Ma_]esty
secks the retirement of a country seat, and subsists
upon’*raw fish, with vegetable oil and pepper. He
is moreover averse to occupy the palace at Ankdber
in the rainy season, when the elevated positton df
the isolated peak whereon it stands becomes a fedr-
ful mark for lightning, by which it is often struck ;
whilst huge masses of rock,,lgosened from the ad,
jacent heights, dome thundering into thg valley, to
the annihilatien of every house that opposes their,
headlong course. The greater part of the court,
however, continued to reside at the eapital, and
many were the demands made for presents by pubhc .
officers of the state, amongst whom the Abyssmlan
habit of begging is sufficiently rife. ,
““There be pleasmg things in my country which
are not in yours,” was the usyal formnf applicgtian,
“and fine thmgs in your coun.try whigh are not
found in mine.” Well _assured tha? no 4 tewurn
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would be accepted for what they coveted, many had
recourse to a species of refinement in the art <of
begging—the offer of bloch salt—and dmole in hand,
they desired that the wares brought for sale might
fortlywith bz exposed. Others tendered mamdlachas,
or teifling olerings, which, if once accepted, are
considered to establish a claim to rcady acquiescence
in demands the most preposterous. Broken decan-
ters were cxhibited four times over by the domestics
of the royal houschold, who, with tears in their eyes,
entrcated the price of the vessel as the only means
of saving them from condign punishineat. A shield
was never defaced, nor a mule lost, that the delin-
quent did not refer himself to the Residency for the
amount of the fine lmpcsed ; and one of the imperial
footmen finally sought to place beyond all question
his 'right to appropriate the very cloth upon the
table. ‘I am the waiter in the great banqueting-
hall,”” quoth the modcst applicant, “ and therefore 1
require thjs cloth as a dress.” . -

Nor were even the royal family idle during this
interval.  Belete-Shatchau, *‘ superior to all,” a
notable sheew lately divorced by the governor of
Mans, and daughter of the queen by a former mar-
riage—first in order—and then Worka Ferri, ‘“golden
fruit,” another of the princesses royal—established
their respcctive claims to articles of British manu-
factuore, beads chintz and tinsel, by the presenta-
tion of potent hydromel in long-necked barilles,
screened under wicker cases. Their example was
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speedily followed by*the illustrious Queen Besdbesh,
“ethou hast increased,” who begged to be informed
what ‘“ delighting things™ had betn brought for her
acceptance. But the report eof this fact being im-
mediately conveyed toi the despotic ears .His Mijesty
lost not a moment in hinting * ¢hat it were desirable,
that all presents intended for the palace, should pass
through his own hands.”

It is not permitted to any subject of the realnt to
receive the smallest gift without submitting it forth-
with to the Negoos, who eithes appropriates it with
w * Egzihémistikh I’ < M3y the Lord reward thee!”
or accords permission to its retention; and con-
cealthent & sure to he visited, on discovery, with
the severest punishment. s Birroo, she son of a
defunct nobleman, and the cspecially favaurite page
of the king, had been appointed bdldoraba, or + in-
troducer” to the Embassy, and in this dignified
capacity had occasion to pay me almost daily visitg
with messages eor « commissions from the throne.
Dilapidated anatchlocks and swivels wére to be
nstodwd by the carpenters of the European escort,
mugical boxes to be repaired, garmentg were to be
embroidered, or state umbrellas to be renewed ; and,
every task had fortunately been achieved to the
entire of the royal satisfaction. Before takil}g leave, «
the court favourite never failed to bLeg for some-
thing, and, being a pet with gll, he yever askgd in
\dm byt it shortlv became majtdr of public noto-
riety that he had been disgraced, and’ throm‘ into
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durance, upon being detected in the act of burying
the dollars and other presents that he had received:

The king cemmanded that a portion of the gifts
which had led to thic disaster should be returned to
me, ard,I ertreated pardon for the juvenile indiscre-
tion of the page. ‘ Birroo has been degraded,”
replied His Majesty, “ but yow must not be con-
cerned thereat; for not only did he conceal from
me all that you had given hin, but, on being de-
tected, swore falsely upon my own life that he had
received mucu lesg than proved to ke the case. 1
have dismissed him for ever from my presence, but
his punishment is light when compared with the
enormity of his transgression.” The delinquent
was, however, releasedvrupon a second representa-
tien, and‘restored to the possession of his gun,
wltich had been forfeited; and although not rein-
stated in the royal copfidence, he was subsequently
appointed one of the adrdsh addree, or ‘“keepers
-of, the great room.”

The first visit that we paid to Maehal-wans was
on the occasion of the king’s indisposition. The
high-priest, the chief eunuch, the purveyor-general,
Waulisma Mohammad, and ten or twelve other of
the courtiers, were in attendancc; but they were
dismissed after the customary compliments had
passed ; and His Majesty, reclining as usual upon
the throne, thus .proceeded, through the interpre-
tation of the Reverend Dr. Krapf, to detail the long
cataloguye of his ailments.
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“ You may listeh. 1 gm not now so hale as in
My younger days. Mine eyes tronble me day and
night. | have pains il the neck. « My teeth have
grown long and become loos® from fever, and my
body has wasted away. Draw nigh whilst I récount
the particulars of my“late illness. . .

“I was returning from the expediticn against
the rebel Galla. T felt suddenly unwell. My head
grew giddy. The earth turned round. It became
blue under my feet. 1 fell from my mule. I be-
lieved mysclfedead. I was no Iguger sensible. My
gun-men became afraid. *They ran away to a man.
The enemy made a show of attack. The army was
in donfusion. A governor, rebelled.  He sought to
place his son upon the throne. The people dashed
cold water over me. I recovered my sefisese | was
able to redume the command, and order was restered.”’

Pricst-ridden and superstiﬁous to the last degree, *
the munarch undertakes nqthing without first cop-
sulting the superiors of the Church, and is detcured
from change of residence, or from profected mili-
tary expeditions, by their prophecies and pletended
dreams, which are of course modelled acc ording to
the bribes that havc been received from partieg
interested. On two occasions only is he said to
have acted in opposition to the ecclesiastjcal couns
sel. The first cost him eight hundred warrigrs, who
were cut up by the Galla durmg the passage of a
morass, and the secand the sgvere mdlsgosmon of
which he still felt the effects.
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The royal swoon, thus, amusingly narrated, had
been followed by the consignment to captivity foi
life in the dungeon$ of Géricho, of the traitor who
had so prematurely ‘sought the elevation of his
son, aiid who was the proprietor of the Residency.
Mecdicines ad.ninisterad to the king are invariably
tasted by the physician in the presence of the
patient, and on a phial of goulard lotion being now
sent to the palace for cxternal application to the
despot’s neck, it was returned in conscquence of
its being labetied ¢ Peison.”  Of this<he entertains
the most undisguised dread, and it was ot possible
to overcomc his apprehensions that a drop might
find its way into his mouth during the hourd of
repose, and so cut short kis reign.

But althdugh living in perpetual alarm of assas-
sinatién, and never moving abroad without weapons
concecaled under his garments, or unaccompanied
by, a numerous and trustworthy escort, His Ma-
jesty’s lears did not cxtend to his British guests;
and during our subscquent visits to Machal-wans,
he hesitated not to trust us all about his person
with loaded fire-arms, when none of his attendants
were present. Many were the curious discussions
held at thesc confidential interviews. Portraits
vere executed by the royal command — architec-
tural plans prepared —and hunting expeditions
or wars of cxtermination plotted against colonies
of baboong and thonkeys, the only quadrupeds
of which the® country can boast. Magazines
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were exploded by means of detonating shells—
seven-barrelled pistols ahd stick-guns for the first
time introduced at cowrt—andea Jigge subject of
the realm was nearly shot dgad by the royal hand,
when clumsily making trial of an air cane, from
which a wax Dbullet had previously b.ccr'! fired
through the wickey table.

“My son,” quoth the king, “I am old, and
have but few years more to live. I have seen many
strange things from your country, but none that
surpass this engine, which wjthout the aid of gun-
powder cap destroy mem.  Solrow were it that |
should have died and gonc down to the grave
before beholding and understanding so wonderful
an invention. It is truly Jhe work of a wise people
who employ strong medicines!”’ .
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CHAPTER IV.
”
SPECIAL SUMMONS TO MACHAL-WANS.

His Majesty had morc than once intimated an
intention of -holding ~consultation relative to his
projected expedition on the tcrmination of winter,
and early one morning an express courier arrived
to desire our immediate attendance at tlic palace.
Blacksmiths ard workeré in silver were as usual
plymg their craft in the verandah, under the royal
eye-—artists were daubing red and yellow paint over
“the pages of the Psalter, or illuminating the lives of
- the saints with white angels and sable devils—sad-
dles and warlike furniture were in course of repair—
spears wert being burnished—gun-locks cleaned—
and musket barrels engraved with the despot’s name ;
but the artificers werc all summarily dismissed, and
the king, rising from his seat in the portico, beck-
oned us to follow into the audience hall.
+ “ Gaitg,” ““ master,” he cautiously began, ‘‘there
is 'vet another subject upon which I am desirous of
takmg, counsel,dndawherem 1 need your assistance.
It is my, mtentlon shortly to. undertake ap expe-
,dition te,the great lake in Gurdgué. In it be many
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islands which contain the treas&res of my ances-
tgrs. There are jars filléd with bracelets of solid
gold. There are forty drums madg ,of elephants’
ears, and many holy arks pegtaining unto ancient
churches, besides seven hundred choige El;hiopic
volumes, some of which havg unfortunately been
dcfaced by the animals called ashkdko’. Eleph’mts
abound on the horders. In the trees are found
black leopards of a most ferocious nature, ntul-
tiplying always among the branches, and never
descending upon the earth; and the waters of the
lake, whicly are smoothe as ¢lass, and without
bottom, teem with monstrous gomdri?, and with
fish of brilliant colours, red, yellow, grcen, and
blue, such as have never before been geen.

** Morcover there are specifics againstesmgllpox
and other, dreadful diseases.” No resistance ise to
be anticipated, for the inhabitants, who are chiefly
Christian monks, have often” invited me. 1 must
no longer delay to recover' the lost wealth of I}l.y
forefatbers, and it is fitting that you:-with the
British officers who have come hither {from a fab
country, should accompany me and construct boats.
Hercof my people arc ignorant, and )our name as,
well as mine will therefore beccome great, and will
live in the annals of this kingdom. ’

“ From the summit of a lofty hill near Amléllele
I have beheld through a telescope the lake dpd its

®

! Hyrax Abyssinicus. e
? Hippopotamus amphibius.
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tall ‘trees, but the elcphants came in numbers.
I feared that my people would be destroyed. 1
ran, and they all ran with me. Now, what say
you? What is your advice in this matter? Are
you &ble to build boats ?”’
. In furtherance of His Majesty’s intentions, 1
caused models of skin punts, gun rafts, and a
pontoon train, to be prepared upon the most ap-
preved design, with crews and ordnance complete,
and advised that cvery requisite should be prepared
at Ankdber .whilst lcisure served, in order that he
might take the field with ample mcans at his disposal.
The king expressed himself above all things pleased
both with models and advice, which he declared
to come from wise and expert soldiers; but he
was still cbviously undecided, anc. the fear of wild
beasts and of the lone forest at length kicked the
vibrating beam. The castle visions of glory mounted
far out of rcach, and his fickle ambition evaporated
in a bluster of empty words— o

“ My pzople will weep at the carriage of such
flonderous engines.” ‘“ The preparations must be
made on the banks of the ITiawash, or on the
borders of the Lake Zooai, where timber grows
abundantly. A man of rank, one of the frontier
governdrs, who resides near Aiméllele, should be
snmmoned as guide to the expedition, and might
then be consulted.” But the presence of the great
functionary was ever wanting— no further wish
escaped the lips of the vacillating n.onarch—and
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engrossed with the passing whim of the moment,
th chivalrous project of {hc day had vanished.

So passed the drcary winter on. The arrival in
the kingdom of Shoa of the “many valuable pre-
sents brought by the Embassy, had flot *preved
more agreeable to the traders® from Gondar "and
Tigré who reside in Ankdber, than to the narrow-
minded governor of Alio Amba. These men had
been in the habit of sclling glass-ware, cloths, and
fire-anns to the king at a very considerable pre-
mium, and now did not fgil t& repecat and to im-
prove the ab&urditics circulated by the mischicvous
Dandkil regarding the foreign intruders.  The
Gypzis were pronounced eafers of serpents, mice,
and other reptiles, and had dome with the (leblgn of
posscsslng themsclves of the country by the ald'of
magic and medicine. .

Great umbrage was taken sat our practice of
toasting the wretched half-balked dough which we*
received, under ‘the’ denomination of bread, fronf
the royal stords; and a soldier who carricd a me-
talli, pitcher to the stream, was roundly taked with
having used charmse to poison the water,*which was
consequently condemned as unfit for usc until
purified by the blessing of the priest. Predictions
of the impending fate of Abyssinia were derived .
from the fact of the foreigners employing instru-
ments which read the stars; *and &h¢” despot was
repeatgdlyeand earnestly warned to be upon his
guard. But His Majesty cut short these manua-

VOL. II. )
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tions by threatening to extract "the tongues of three
or four of the maligners, and paid no attention
whatever to’ the threat of excommunication ex-
tended to him by ‘the fanatic clergy of Ardmba,
who had diclared the ban of the Church to be the
just” punishment due for the admission into the
empire ‘ of red herctics, who ought carefully to
be shunned, since they practised witcheraft, and
by burning the king’s bread threatened to bring
a famine upca the land.”

Taking their cac ‘from the feeiings of the people,
the Shoan sorcercrs gave out that Sihela Sclissie
was to be the last of the Athiopian dynasty, de-
scended from the house of Solomon, who should sit
upon the throne of hisforefathers, and that a forcign
klhg would come by,way of Alio Amba to usurp the
dominion. Tt is amusing to trace the' progress of
these crafty insinuations among an ignorant and
weak-minded people. In some of the northern
‘provinces it was confidently asserted that the Sultin
of the Mohammadans had already conquered Shoa,
and that all the surrounding Moslem potentates
were about to unite with him in a war of extermi-
nation against the Christians; whilst in others it
was believed that an Alaka, or chief of the Gypts
from Grand Cairo, had contrived to smuggle himself
into the capital, carrying his sovereign in a box, and
thaut after consvlting the heavenly bodies until a fa-
voura.;le horoscope was presented, he stamped his
foot «pon the ground, which opened, and ten thou-
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sand red soldiers, ‘with beards flowing to their
girdles, springing forth 0‘; of the chasm, placed the
aforesaid monarch upon the throne. ** Now,” said
the magicians, *“ will Theodoru® arise according to
the tradition, that he will come in the latter daas of
AEthiopia, and create a’kingdom®of Peace.”  *
Theodorus was one of the emperors who reigned
during the fifteenth century, and was canonized. It
is recorded, that during the observance of his festival
the queen-dowager had prepared a great cntertain-
ment, and the guests being ‘alb assembled, the
heavens  raited down a shower of fishes ready
roasted. In the Athiopic liturgy, the miracle is
thus commemorated. * Peage be upon thee, King
of the Agaazi nation, Theod8rus, Son df the Lion';
thy memory shall this day be celcbrated with the
slaughter of oxcn and sheep, with which alone Z.ion
Mogiss, thy mother, kept it net, for the clouds also
dropped fishes.” 1t is comfidently believed that®
this saint will rife again from the dead, ang reign a
thousand yeats, during which period neither war, *

famine, nor discord, is to disturb the happiness of
Abyssinia. .
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CHAPTER V.
TERMINATION OF WINTER.

In due proc2ss of time, spite of the denunciations
of the fanatic priesthiood. the silver and beefl of the
foreigners attracted the denizens of "the adjacent
villages, and we acquired a respectable retinue, such
as an Abyssinian deems indispensable on all excur-
sions abroad. A housé better adequate to our wants
had been purchased,and the bargain duly concluded
according to the custom of the country by an oath
on the lifc of the despot ; but this was shortly an-
‘nulled through the officious interference of the
E:overnor of the town, and it was not until the
* eleventh hour, when rain had begun' to abate, that
the Master of the Horse was prevailed upon to rent
his newly-erected domicile. . A fat ox having
been slaughtcred to drive out the Devil, it was
handed over to the domestics, and wading
through the blood which flowed over the threshold,
we entered upon the premises in due form, and
hating hoisted «the Union Jack over the new Re-
sidency, we, quaffed with the burly landlerd several
horns of oldehydrcmel for good luck. * Have you
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a better house than this in your country?” he in-
quired exultingly : “ I ragher suspect not.”

Ayto Melkoo, the Baldarés, or King’s Master of
the Horse, has under his cha?ge the royal stud,
saddles, and accoutrements, as also the®woerkéss in
leathecr—is equerry in ‘waiting, nd conservator of
pastures and meadows$ pertaining to the crown. He
is moreover the greatest gourmand in the kingdom,
and condescending to honour the denounced Chris-
tians with his company at the house-warming, did
ample justice to the novel viantlsethat were placed
before him. %Ile even submitted to the innovation
of a silver fork, and politely partook of a salad, not-
withstanding his firm convictjon that the undressed
vegetable would cause a retuth of ailménts to which
he had been a martyr in youth., The (-1rculat10n of
water for the ablution of fingers caused no little dl-
version or the removal of she cloth; but the
maras.quino which followed wass unhesitatingly pro-°
nounced to be® a*ncctar fit for princeg alone’
“ Were but the Ncgoos aware with what good
things the board of you English is spread,®’ he ex-
claimed, smacking Ris lips after the last glass, «“ His
Majesty would come and dine with you as often as
you chosc to invite him.” ,

* But let me give you a lesson in politéness,”

«added the old man, when, in reply to his abrupt in-
timation of intended departure, he wis wished a

“ safe_entrance to his Htouse,” irt accordance w1th
Abyssinian etiquette—** You shou](L haves sald
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‘stay.””” “Such is not.the fashion of the countries -

across the water,” was Graham’s reply: *every
man is permitted to withdraw as he lists, and be
happy in his own Way.” * Ay, ay,” returned the
guest ; ‘bat then if you had pressed me to tarry,
1 would at all events have stopped with you until
the moon rose. Do you sce?”

. The fast or the Assumption having meanwhile
terminated, the king announced his intention of re-
moving to Angollala, his favourite place of residence ;
and thither, in defiance of excessively heavy rain, he
set out on the day appointed by the houschold
priests. * My children,” said ITis Majesty at part-
ing, ““ ye have travelleq far on my account, and have
no kinsman saving tnysclf. My pcople are bad
people, and 1 am sorry thereat. They bring me
daily all manner of reports regarding yoursclves and
your evil intentions. The rumours have doubtless
reached your ears,-but ye must not suppose that
‘Séhela Selassie belicves one ¢r them.  Ye are my
friends, and 1 will deal with you accordingly. 1
will that ye come shortly to Debra Berhdn and
witness the great annual review at the feast of
Miskal. Ayto Wolda Hina shall conduct you.”

Bat the important functionary thus selected was
of all'* others arrayed in the most open hostility,
and, unlike the majority of his avaricious colleagues,
his enmity had been proof against overtures and
advances: “‘1 ain a lone man,” he invariably re-
plied, ‘“and. have. ncither wife nor child. Grey
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hairs have come out bn me, I am the son of sixty
years. I want nothing ix{ this world but the favour
of the king.” To judge from ‘appearances, the
pinnacle of his loyal ambitiof had already been
attained. Governor of Ankdber, and presideu't of
the mddi beit, or kitchen, wherein are prepared .
hydromel, pepper soup, and sour beer—comptroller
of all the royal porters and of the household slaves,
who are the hewers of wood and the carriers of
water, who grind, bake, express oil, and manufac-
ture candles—receiver-general intg the imperial ma-
gazines of allstribute in cotfon, grain, thread, sheep,
and poultry—and charged with the superintendence,
the erectiof, and the repair of all public buildings
throughout the rcalin, as wel as withethc arrange-
ment of the interior economy of the capital—Aytd
Wolda Harfa can bave little. left to desire ; and® $o
conscienticusly docs he acquit himself of these
manifold oncrous duties, that it is affirmed hise
royal master could scarcely exist without him. .
A visible dimiuution in the male popu.lation of
Ankdber follows the departure of the monarch to
cithér of his more distant places ofe residence.
During his absence thc administration of affairs
devolves chiefly upon Ayto Kiddna Wold, whq, rnay
be termed the viceroy. In charge of the secret
. police and magistcrial department, he adjusts all
private differences, watches over the public satety,
and besidgs ministering «daily to the wants of all con-
signé'd to him, gives annually three great entgftan-
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ments at the expense of, the ¢rown. He has been
honoured with the hand of Woizoro Askuala Work,
sister to the yaeen-dowager, and as the receipt of the
promised invitation' to Debra Berhdn required an
intirpation of intended departure, it afforded me a
long sought opportunity of making the acquaint-
ance of this stately dame. Seated in the utmost of
Abyssinian pownp, and surrounded by a goodly train
of slaves, pages, and handmaidens, she reccived us
with the greatest affability, and in the temporary
abscnce of her Iqrd, expressed the.highest gratifi-
cation at the attention 'of our visit, although un-
able to accept the presents that I offered, from an
apprehension of the royal displeasure.

But conversation during a morning call is here
lttle more than a string of the most earnest and
pathetic inquiries respecting one’s own ‘health, and
that of one’s wife, relatives, and children. Even two
+old crones, who are nkviously tottering on the very
brink of the grave, and who are afflicted with every
. pain and with every sorrow entailed by the fall of
our firsteparents, never meet in the street without
indulging in a string of good wishes which are
reiterated so long as their breath will permit.

“ How are you? How do ye do? How have you
,passed. your time? Are you well? Are you very
well?  Are you quite well? Are you perfectly
well 2 Are oyoy not. well?’—are questions which
serve as the prelude to a thousand other jinterroga-
tories,; and’ at each responsc the Deity must be

=
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invoked as to the unadulterated happmess and per-
feet felicity that has been unremlttmg]y experienced
since the last meeting. * e

Should the encounter take place twenty or even
a hundred times during one and the spme d.iy a
repe,tltmn of the ceremony is enforced, and for  each .
progressive stage of. morning, noon, evening, and
night, there exists a distinct sct of phrases, which,
from the never-ending repetition, are grating ahnd
wearisome. Passengers stand in the lane, denude
their shoulders, and roar out salutations intended
for the inmates of huts s8me hundred yards from
the hedge. The slumberer is started from sleep by
the dinning ““ How do ye do?” from some gentle-
man passing ere the day hasedawned te his country
residence ; and from morning until even-tide,.opess
cars are assailed by a most harassing tissue of pshite
inquiries from cvery individu_':xl of whatever rank,
who ma, think proper to pags himself off as an
acquaintance.
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CHAPTER VI.
DEBRA BERHAN, TUE HILL OF GLORY.

In Shoa the preliminaries of a journey are replete
with noise, inconvenicnce, and confusion. Friends
come to ‘‘see yoy off,”’ as an indispensable piece of
etiquette, and the lounging townspeoptic, who have
at no time much business of their own, flock to
assist the traveller by ﬁ}ling the court-yard, choking
the door-wayy and amusing themselves by canvass-
ifige the property packed. Should rain be falling,
whith is too frequently the case, thc Fabble take
shelter inside the house, subject cvery article within
their reach to the pollution of greasy paws, leave
the carpet an inch thick in mire; and, unless by
.dint of shoving and elbowing, debar all egress to
the lawful proprietor.

It was in the midst of attentions such as these
on the part of the idlers of Ankdber, on a raw,
cold, foggy miorning in September—the last of the
Athiopic year—that we took the road to Debra
Berhan. The sun was already high when the sure-
footed mules'were mounted, and as the retiring mist
scudded ower the face of the: mnountains, many were
the bold beauties revealed. Cascades tumbled down
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the stupendous range on the one hand, amid snug

heuses and tufted knollg, and on tke other, at the

foot of perpendicular crags thuUndered the river

Airara. On its bank stands the only piece of ma-

chinery in the kingdom—a rude watermill, con-

structed by an Albanian visiters; but the intolerant.
and ignorant priestheod pronouncing the revolution

of the wheel to be the work of devils and genii, its

usc was interdicted after three days, and it has since

remained silent.

Beyond the dord of the foaming torrent the road
becomes extremely rough, teep, and difficult. The
first traveller had been unable to breast the moun-
tain side Outright; and his mg/a" route remains
untouched by the hand of the pioneers The craggy
rock must be surmounted, and the ndrrow sand
slippery channcl be still thleadul with the gaie
risk as when the first bold fopt was planted on the
serrated ridge ; and the torrent of centuries, whilst
indenting the Yurrow yet decper, has ,added the
impediment of slimy residuum.

The range whereof the Chaka forms a part d1v1des
the strecams that tlow into the Nile,s from those
which are tributary to the Hdiwash; and the ascent.
above Ankdber being not less than two thgusand
feet, the difference in temperature on thes summit «
was fully perceptible. Half an hour was oceupied
in the scramble to a crumbling bagaltr: pillar sgyled
“ Koom dingai,” * the standinge stone,” which very
aptly transfers its name to this, most }ndlffereﬁt pass
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to the new capital of Shoa. Mamrat still towered
overhead full three or fot;r thousand feet, making
its total height avove the level of the sca at least
thirteen thousand ; et is snow a stranger to its
cloud-cappad summit, and indeed to the language
.of all Amudara, south of the cold mountains of
Simien.

It is from June to September that old Father
Nilus carries plenty into *“ the land of marvels”—
and rolling on to its mouths in solitary grandeur,
without receiving, a single tributary in its long
course of thirteen hundred and filty mautical miles
below the junction of the Tacazzd, it may fairly be
stated that Abyssinia holds in her Christian hands
the inexhaustible riches of Egypt. Hatzé Tekla
[Iaimandt the Grcat,. had thercefore reason on his
side~when, in the beginning of the twelfth century, he
wrote under the style of ‘“ Son of the King of the
Church of Athiop te the Pacha and the Lords
Commanders of the Militia at Grant Cairo, desiring
attention to the fact that in himself for the time
being was vested power to render the Nile an in-
strument of. vengeance for overt acts of hostility—
the Almighty having given into his hands its foun-
tains, its passage, and its increase, and thus en-

- trusted him with power to make the river work
good or evil.”

Apong the nymberless fictions recorded of this
emperor, i, is said that when. he was about to relin-
qunsh ‘the car (’b of government in order to retire to
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a cloister, he divided his ¢puntless wealth with his
feet into two parts, the Qqne desu;nea as an offering
to the Church, the other to be distribtited in alns
among the poor: and both hefps, although moun-
tain hizh, were, on being weighed, found .eXactly
equal. Lalibela, one of his su@cessors, is belicved e
to bave attempted the diversion to the Indian Ocean
and to the Lake Zooai, of all those principal tri-
butaries to the Nile which take their source in the
highest table land. The measure was in resentment
for the persecutions cxercised tgwards®the Chris-
tians in Egypt after the Saracen conquest, and the
monarch was only induced to relinquish his gigantic
project by the earnest remopstrance of the monks,
who strongly urged the impolicy of fertilizing the
arid Moslem countries that intervene betwixt ¢He
mountains and the sea. . .
On the summit of the Chdka commences an un-
interrupied terrace, stretching hundreds of miles to
the southward, *through the fair territories of the
Galla. Glimpses of blue sky, of a brightness un-,
seen for months, now gave happy presage ef coming
fine weather, and_a cold bracing breese from the
eastward announced the termination of the pro- «
tracted season of rain. The countiv had asguTned
the unintercsting character mseparable frem ele- -
vated downs—rich swampy meadows, clothed-with
camomile, clover, and trefod, and eovered gith
oxer, horses, and sheep, bcing mtersected. by gentle
undulatlons of moor-land, with occa-;lonal (wlform
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hills. Bare-banked rills, straming through the
lower tracts, succeed each other in quick succession,
and drain the table-land to the sources of the
Beréza ; whilst thegreat extent of ground under
cultfyation,«waving crops of wheat, beans, and barley,
with independent {arm-houses scattered over the
face of the landscape, proclaim a government which
cannot be of a very bad description, and regions
long exempt from the presence of an inimical power.
Across the Toro Mesk, the principal streamlct
that intersects the road, and the securces of which
are visible at a great distance to the nerth-east, is a
rude pile of stones bearing the dignified appellation
of “the King’s Bridge.” Johannes, the Armenian
architect, rectived the<hand of a high-born dame in
reward of his skill, and by ro foot save that of the
despot, is the barred entrancce cver passed. Two
other bridges, upon . the same primitive principle,
‘have since been constructed over nameless but rapid
rivulets, and if not very durable, they serve greatly
«to facilitate the royal progress at periods when the
country is inundated. '
During tke reign of the sire and grandsire of the
present monarch, the entire tract between Ankdéber
and Debra Berhdn was in the hands of the heathen
_Galla ; eand Tenna Kaloo, the last daring chieftain
who- disputed its posscssion, has left in the minds of
thepresent generation the recollection of the prow-
ess in arms that he evinced to their fathers, numbers
of whem fell in the strife. Not a tree, nor even a
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shrub higher than the Abyssinian thistle, is to be
setn, save here and therg a solitary “ cosso,” whose
venerable boughs, the witnesses of idvlatrous rites,
mark the ancient site of village§ now gone to decay.
Flouriching Christian hamlets have risen in stheir
stead ; yet the visible populatioh is small, and the *
long naked sweeping plains, silent and lonesome,
present a stern and melancholy appearance, which
the absence of groves and hedges and singing birds
tends materially to heighten. The vulture and the
eagle arc alone seen vshu:lmg aboye the green cliffs,
or a solitary *buzzard soarmg in quest of his prey
over the great sheets of cultivation. Shepherds,
wearing high conical hempgn caps, lay ensconced,
with their large shaggy dog®, under the shelter of
knolls and caves; and in sope few of the fieMs,
where last year’s crops Were et unhoused, or‘the
land remained untilled, the peasantry pursued their
industrions occupation. * . .
At length thé monotonous view opemed over 2
wide plateau sloping gently to the west. The bluee
peals of Sallila Moogher, beyond which flows the
infant Nile, rose faintly in the distante, and the
intervening country, still destitute of wood, wae
traversed by broad, broken, precipitous rawines.
On a hill to the northward is visible the extensive,
. market-place of Bool Worki, ‘the cave of gold,”
a great mart for horses, mules, and wdollen claths,
which, with grain, asses, and -horned cattle, are
brought every Saturday by the ad]acer;t Galla.trlbes
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and, when sold, pay a-heavy duty to the crown.
To account for the name of the place, there is a tfa-
dition extant,°that in days of yore, many holy arks
with vast quantities of the purest gold were depo-
sitedby the cmperors of AEthiopia in a certain decp
cave having a botfomless lake interposed to save
them from the grasp of the avaricious. Its waters
form the abode of a legion of cvil spirits, whose
Alaka gratuitously exhibited himself one market-
day, mounted upon an ambling mule loaded with
massive golden trappings, and attended by a black
cat wearing about its ncck a bell of the same costly
metal—a sight quite sufficient to deter intrusion on
the part of the curious. ’

A cluster “of white-roofed houses, straggling be-
yond' the walled palace and the church of the Holy
Trinity—long indistinctly ¥isible—now rose rapidly
to view ; and a small eminence having been ascended,
‘the goal was presently attained. As we passed the
royal lodge, a page mounted ou one of the king’s

- horses rode forth to reconnoitre, and, taking a hasty
glance, galloped off to make his report. The cus-
tomary anwouncement through an Afero, who has
always access to the palace, elicited a pair of mon-
strous Galla rams, which were thrust into observa-
tion wlile the message which follows—one strictly
in accordance with Abyssinian etiquette—was deli-
vered with shovlders bare by him to whom it had
been confided :—*“Are you well? Are you well? Are
you well ? Have you been quite well since our last
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interview ? Are you a1l wel[? Have my children had
a good journey ? Have they entered in safety ? My
love amounts to heaven and earfh; etherefore the
king said, they might cat these Sheep.

Awnings, wrought of goats’ hair, and eresemdling
the black tents of Kedar, had meanwhile been erected
for us on the green-sward, and we had no sooner
taken up our quarters than there came, by a suc-
cession of maids of honour, bread in wicker baskets,
old hydromel in coloured decanters, pots of honey,
and compliments in profusion from the queen.
Many of the courtiers visitéd us in the evening, too
cvidently fresh from the royal banquet, which is
daily spread' in the great hall, and from which few
ever rise in a state of sobr!ety—thup amount of
friendship professed, and the modicum of flattery
that they bestowed, being in tlgc exact ratio of the
potations swallowed during their revel. Glimmering
lights soo.. illumined the stragglipg hamlet—dancing
and singing occupied both scxes of the inhabitants
—and with almost as much pomp and ceremony as
in more civilised lands, the depart(,d year was con-
signéd to its last long resting-place in the relentless
tomb of Time.

VOL. TI. L
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CHAPTER VII.
THE ROYAL SLAVE DEPOT.

No royal residence can be conceived more desolate
and less princely than the palace at Debra Berhin,
“the Hill of Glory.” Crumbling walls of loose
uncemented stone, patched in their vasious breaches
and dilapidations by splintered palisades, surround
a vast assemblage of wattle and dab cdifices, of
various shapes and dimensions, which are clumped
lgtgethef in separate court-yurds, without any regard
to appcarance. Six rude gateways on the southern
side conduct through as many miry enclosures,
* lined with troops, anc. crowded with herds, flocks,
and applicants for justice. A paddock, covered
+ with bright green turf, extends in front of the
chamber of audience. Hoary junipers stretch their
moss-grown branches fantastically over the lawn;
and at the further extremity of the enclosure
risesthe mouldering remains of the palace of Zira
. Yécoob.

This monarch, who was the founder of Debra
Berh4n, is teputed to have been endowed with the
wisdom of Solomon, his great ancestor: and the
vestiges that remain of his abode, certainly exhibit
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an order of architecture far superior to that of the
present degenerate day. It has been composed of
large blocks of hewn, though urlscudptured, stone;
but, in common with every ®ther boasted edifice
erected in the height of Athiopic splendgir, it
perished during the reign of Nebla Dengel, by the.
hand of the destroyer Graan. Hatzé Zira Ydcoob
first attached capital punishment to the continuance
of idolatry. He instituted an inquisition, and per-
secuted every one who paid adoration to the cow
and serpent. ,Amongst others who underwent exe-
cution werce two of his dwn sons-in-law; and he
finally issued a proclamation, confiscating the lands
of those who should thenceforth neglect to carry on
the right arm an amulet ingcribed wish the words,
“1 have renounced the Devil and all his*works for
Christ Jesus our Lord.” °
Tradition asserts that the Hill of Glory,” now
barrcn ¢f trecs, was in days pf yore thickly covered
with foresc, through which ran a single path. In
the beginning of the fifteenth century thc founder,
who was also styled Constantine, fled into jts depths
before an invasion of the Adaiel, and Dbecoming
bewildered in thé intricacies, hurried hither and .
thither, exclaiming in his dilemma, * Ber ezpf” ber
eza?”’ ‘“Where is the road?” Sudden}y there
shone forth over the eminence a great halo of.light
from heaven, which served hirg as a beacon by which
to escape out of the labyrinth. JIn some_of the ad-
jacent swamps are to be seen the anciéht remgirs of
E 2,
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decomposed timber, and a few venerable junipers
still survive within the palace enclosure; but be-
yond these monuments of antiquity the truth of the
legend rests solely on the name of the river Beréza,
a serpentine stream winding round the foot of the
-hill, and forming one of the principal sources of the
Blue Nile.

Tegulct, ““ the city of the wolves,” the capital of
all Abyssinia in her brighter days, and a spot un-
trodden by European foot since the visit of Father
Alvarez, forms a conspicuous feature in the view
presented from the village. Occupying a com-
manding promontory, round which flows the river
Saldcha, it is environed by singular bluffs ; and one
natural fissure, visible from a great distance, affords
the orly practicable ascent to the impregnable for-
treds, upon which the 'Gd]la, in the meridian of their
power, were unable to make the slightest impression
during reiterated .mttempts to carry it by storm.
The Alaka of Tetrulet 1s superior also of the cele-
brated shrine of Séna Mirkos, a saint of the days of
Tekla Haimandt. The monastery, named after its
fornder, occupies a similar inaccessible fastness,
overlooking a part of the valley of the Nile, and the
whoi~ of the north and west of Shoa, as far as the
chain of lofty mountains which hcre form the bul-
wark, of the Christian kingdom.

The view from the village of Etteghe, near
Teculet, isu so extensive that it has given rise to a
proverb, ““ From Etteghe is the Echegue or Grand
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Prior of the Monks, to beescen at Gondar.” Forty-
Pur rivulets, correspording in number with the
churches of that city, are Sd.ld fo pay tribute
through this district to the ®Adabai, which sends
its waters down the Jumma to the Nile®, theif short
course of little more than ont hundred and fifty®
miles, involving so fapid a declination to tiie west-
ward, that ncarly all have cataracts in some part,
and are consequently destitute of finny inhabitants.
The immediate environs of Tegulet arc intersected by
the beds of rapid torrents; having high precipitous
banks, which afford few accessible roads, whether to
man or beast—a fact to which this portion of Shoa
may be concluded to hgve owed its security
during the inpourings of leathen arfd Mohamma-
dan hordes. Tegulet-wat, “ the dcvourmg depths
a fathomless abyss yawning op the banks of one of
these streams, and described as the habitation of
demons, is believed by the superstitious to commu®
nicate with the “great water.” It proved the
grave of numcrous Christian warriors, who, during
the bloody contest with the Adaiel, tumbled un-
expectedly into its, dark bosom, and were heard of
no more. .
It was at the close of the fifteenth centur{’that
Mafoodi, the bigoted king of Hurrur, unfusling the *
green banner of the Prophet, commenced those de-
vastating inroads upon the frentiews of Shoa, wihich
finally led to the dismemberment of the /Ethloplc
empire, and proved the greategt calqmlty tbat has



54 INROADS OF MAFOODI.

€

ever befallen the countrr. Under a vow that he
would annually spend the forty days of Lent amonyg
the Abyssinian'infidels, he overran Efat and Fatigar
when the people, weakened by rigorous fasting,
were [ess capable of bearing arms—burned churches
‘and monasteries, sléw without mercy every male
who fell in his way, and driving off the women and
children, sold some into foreign slavery, and pre-
sented others to the Sheriffe of Mecca. Alexander,
the then reig ing emperor, was assassinated at
Tegulet by Za Selssie, commander-.n-chief of the
royal body-guard, who had been bought over by
Mafoodi. The cyeballs of the regicide were seared
with a red hot iron ; his hands and feet were chopped
off ; and he was stoned fo death amid the curses and
efcq&:ra’tiorfs of the populace, after he had been pa-
raded on an ass in this mutilated condition through-
out Shoa and Amhéra
* Debra Berhién is one of the principal depdts
for the numerous royal slaves, the possession of
whom casts the foulest blot on the character of
the Christian monarch. A strange clatter, and
a Babel-like mixture of tongues, greets the ear
of the visiter, and the features of many races,
and’ of many nations, are distinctly visible among
the crowd that throngs the gate, although all are
alike enveloped in the disguising costume of Abys-
sinie.

The huge black Shankela, with blubber lip and
bloodshot cyé. is resting for a moment against the
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broken wall, and stretching a brawny limb which
might have supported the bully Hercules himself.
Grinning from ear to ear as his®bugly neighbour
sports some savage joke in licemce unrestrained, he
seizes with a three-horse power his bungle ofgsplit
wood, which two Amhéara comld with difficulty ,
raise, and poising it like a feather upon his woolly
head, walks away in all the vigour of a young
giant.

With his own approving eye the monarch has
selected this spgeimen from a lot of powerful negroes
captured beyeond the Nile, and fiftecn silver crowns
must not be lightly squandered even by the great
sovercign of Southern Abyssinia. Rations are well
supplied to support his sinewy form, and unless on
a cold raw day, when the soaking rain has peper
trated every thread of his black blanket, and his
shivering frame brings vividly to mind the differcnce
of climaty, the enslaved pa(ran, in his prcsent con-,
dition, as Lewersin the royal forests, enjoys himself
fully as well as if ranging in savage hbcrty over his
own free country of the sun.

Not so the su)wllng Galla who follows in his rear.
The spirit of roving independence is still unsubdued
in his fiery eye; and the slender figure and the Jient
leg proclaim the wild rider of the grassy, plain.
Heavy and hcartbroken he plods along under a®
burthen to which his strength,is quite, lnadequate
and the groan escapes, from lus lips as the bitter
thoughts enter his soul of the dls{.,raeeful lask of
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the task-master, that perhaps awaits his return, and
he remembers the lost wife and little ones whom he
has for ever left on the distant savannahs of the
Hiwash.

Iscuing from the gateway under the authority
of a bloated cunuch, a numerous flock of brown
damsels take their way to the river. lleavy carthen
jars are slung over their slender backs, and the
light forms of the unfortunates are little concealed
by their torn and scanty attire. These are newly
purchased Christians from the last Gurdgué caravan,
and the language of the Amhira is still strange to
their ear. Garlands of the yellow buttercup deck
the plaited raven locks of each captive maid, and a
plaintive sorg is chanted in soft mellow notes to
Leguile the hours of toil. But *he lines of slavery
have already found placc among their youthful
features, which possess beauty unknown to those of
.their oppressors. The low chorus swelling mourn-
ful and piteous from'the band, has recalled thoughts
_of home and liberty to the joyless breast; and the
“sad tear is brushed from the long dark eye-lash at
the recollcqtlon of happier hours spent in their own
sweet land of spices.

Sollowing close behind comes a group of favoured
dames of a certain age, from whose minds time has
‘eﬂ'accd ‘all remembrance of country and of kindred.
Exalted to _the post of mistresses of the royal
hrewery, and decked out like the first ladies of the
land, in flowing garments resplendent with crimson
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stripes, they have litfle reagon to wish for a change
of condition. Bars and studs of solid silver load
their perforated ears, and ponderols pewter bangles
encircle each wrist and ankle. ®Their wigs, arranged
according to the most becoming fashions in ngnute
rows of tiny curls, glisten under a coat of butter,
and their fat cheeks, -plastered with grease and red
pigment, are calculated to strike respect into the
heart of the most indifferent beholder. Their un-
ceasing clack and clatter tell the tale of the wonted
freedom of female tougue, but the small jar with
the green breanch protrudifg from the narrow neck,
is strapped over the breast with the thong of slavery ;
and the attending eunuch, w.ith his long thin wand
—an emblem of his own avithered ¢erson—pro-
claims the fact that the ladies cannot *roame dt
pleasure over the verdant mt.a.ad, but must restrict
themselves in the beaten path according to the
cracked voice of their driver.. | .

Seated upon @ gaily caparisoned mule, amidst

the jingling of bells and brass ornaments, the gene-

ral of the gun-men proceeds in statc agross the
green parade. Hc is attired in the richest garments
that the land can produce. A glaring cloth of red
silk is wound about his brow, a silver sword geéco-
rates his right side, and fifty robed followers attend
his every behest. But he too is a slave, as wags his’
father before him, and as his son yill be after lgim.
All the bones and sinews of his,attendants are the
purchased property of the mon-arch, .a'nd it iscaly
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by the imperial will and pleasure, which may be
changed to-morrow, that he is now ambling «<n
chintz and sutin to dine at the royal board, instead
of holding place in tue foremost group, with a black
blanket over his shoulder, and a load of wood upon
his head for tuel inethe royal kitchen.

Here comes a demure damsel from the harem,
disfigured by all the foul garments and native filth
which delight the inhabitant of Shoa. It is Wu-
letta Georgis. one of Her Majesty’s confidential
slaves, and she is revolving in her mind, how, in
executing her mistress’s’ commission, she can con-
trive to promote her own interests. Born and bred
in the palace, the Abigail is ordinarily treated with
kindness, unless the fracture of a brittle decanter,
¢r. the unbidden attack upon some savoury dish,
involve a little wholesome correction. Unlike the
philosophical maid in Rasselas, who had broken
the porcelain cup, she needs pecuniary aid, and
thus is her request sobbed out: ‘““Only one dollar
to replace the queen’s looking-glass, and may God
reward you!” But the sob is evidently assumed
for the occasion, and a sly glance may be detected
in the corner of her cunning eye, to observe the
efféet of her fulse appeal. The full price of the
fractured mirror has already been received from
‘three several individuals, and her mistress will
assuredly confiscate the profits; but the tenure of
property during even one short half hour possesses
charias irresistible, and the poor girl falls prostrate
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‘on the ground as tite silvgr is dropped into her
unWashed fingers.

A last group is straggling throukh the gateway.
The aged and the infirm, who ®an still perform a
light task, have just received their daily.dole fyom
the royal storehouse at the niggard hand of the
pampered steward. The vigour of their youth
has been expended in the service of the despot, and
now, in the evening of life, their original scanty
pittance is yet further reduced. A wistful glance
is cast upon the.handful of raw barley, which must
content them for the day. Plunger and destitution
are painfully pourtrayed in the deep furrows of cach
withered face, and the shrunken limb totters as the
keen wind whistles through sthe wet folds of the
tattered goat-skin girdle, which reaches barely to-
the knee. No fostering hand *awaits their returh
to the cheerless hut, to ministef in kindness to the
necessities of age; and the I3st closing scene will .
drop a welcome curtain of repose over sinews ground,
by indigence and toil, during half a century of hope-
less bondage.
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. GHAPTER VIII.
NEW YEAR’S DAY.

New Year’s Day, which fell on the 10th of Sep-
tember, was, according to the Abyssinian calendar,
the eighteen hundred and thirty-fourth since the
nativity of Christ, and it was celebrated with much
rejoicing and festivity. Betimes in the morning
came a summons to the presence of the Negoos,
who, seated~in the portico of the audience chamber,
“was enjoying the genial warmih of the rising sun.
The iuterior of the hall was strewed throughout
with newly-plucked rushes, and under a large iron
chafing-dish, with a' cheerful wood-fire, basked a
-whole host of sleck cats in couples—a portion of
the dower received with the fair daughter of the
Galla Queen of Moolo Filada.

The king was particularly affable, and in the
highest spirits. His hand having been extended
to cach of us in turn, with the usual inquiries rela-
tive tc our ¢ safe entrance,” the congratulations of
the season were offered to His Majesty, according
to the customary form: ‘ As the departed year
of St. Matthew bas closed happily upon your aus-
picibus reign, so also may the coming year of St.
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Mark! May God prolong your days, and continue
thesthrone in the line of your ancestors unto your
children’s children, to the end of fimal May He
extend the boundaries of your dominions, and cause
your spear to prevail over the lance of tle cnegpy!
May He endow you with wisdomn to judge your
subjects aright, and move your heart unto clemency ;
and may He cause high and low alike to understand
and to appreciate the equitable sway of the Father,
whom Heaven has appointed to rule over them !””
Elaborate models of a domed palace, completely
furnished, ande an English #ddle and bridle, were
next presented, and received with cevery manifest-
ation of dclight, coupled with a prayer from the
royal lips that ¢ God mighf glorify the donor.”
A long and minute scrutiny l(,d to an infinity ef*
questions, not casily answered, ilb to how the shield
was to be slung to the pommel, *and why the entire
foot, instead of the great toe only should be inserted «
in the stirrup? & The sun in dlﬂerent countriese
shines with more or less brilliancy,” exclaimed
His Majesty, with truly royal eloquence, as e con-
cluded the examination—** the birds and,the beasts
are different, and so are the plants. 1am fond of
new inventions, if it be only to look at them, wnid
although thcy should prove on trial to be igferior
to old ones.’ '
Abd el Yonag, the chief of, the ,Hurrur slave-
merchants, was seated, osary in band during this
conversation, and in his weather-lzeaten .(bunterlefn e
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were displayed all the cunning lineaments of the
petty retailer in small wares, curiously contrasted
with the sagacity of the extensive dealer in politics,
who had succeeded in obtaining an accurate measure
of the manarch’s foot. The knave too protested to
have seen the world, and gave out that with his own
grey eyes he had bcheld the glories of Britain’s
eastern possessions.

To support his widely circulated character for
universal knowledge, the Moslem miscrecant now
seized between his bony fingers two handsome pieces
of sprigged muslin, fresh from the looms of Man-
chester, which I had presented for Queen Besibesh,
and throwing them contemptuously - towards the
corner of the throne, muttered betwixt his lips the

*word ‘“ Bombay.”
* “What’s that, what do you say?” cried the
king. in his usual abrupt manner.

‘“ May it please y‘qur Majesty,” rcturned the tur-

.baned traveller, to our great diversion, ‘“’tis the
name of this cloth—it is called Bombay.”

But an opportunity presently occurred of laugh-
ing at thg beard of the irreverent pedlar, nor was
it suffered to pass unheeded. The despot exhibited
a silver sword scabbard, which had been curiously
enamelled to represent one of the scaly inhabitants
of the deep, and it was acknowledged nemine contra-
dicente that, the artist had succeeded in producing a
highly creditable resemblance to a fish. “ A fish,”
quoth the wnan of Hurrur, ¢ what s that 2’ Even
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s the monarch smile¢ whep the explanation was
rendered. * Fishes live in the grea‘ sea between
Abyssinia and Bombay, and he whbse eyes have not
suffered under Oubié’s searing®irons, might behold
numbers every day of the voyage.” < Istigh-far-
allah,” * Hcaven defend me,’s growled the dis-
comfited Wurj, as he slunk into a corner--*’Tis
passing strange that Abd el Yonag should have
never seen the wild beast of the water.”

Attended by the dwarf father confessor, and
holding decp .consultation with, several of the
household pwests, the kink presently led the way
through the secret door on the north-eastern side
of the palace enclosure. Two umbrellas of crimson
velvet, surmounted by silves globes and crosses—
his never-failing attendants on all occasions of state
—were supported by sturdy slaves, and twclve
richly caparisoned steeds, represontmg the months
of the -car, were led by thc royal grooms. A.
numerous and motley retinue “of dismounted cas
valiers followed, and on reaching the meadow, the
brows both of monarch and subject were hound by
the monks with green fillets of a wiry grass, styled
‘ enkotatach,” whence the festival takes its appel-
lation.

Unlike the rugged mountains of Ankéber, whlch
can alone be traversed by the sure-footed mule, the®
country around Debra Berhin is yellsadapted for
the equestrian, and the bright gzure of, the sky,
mottled by fleecy clouds, the fresh vetdure of the
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turf, and the elasticity of the ‘air, all lent their aid -
to the coming tournament. Armed with a slender
staff, the king mouunted his charger, and bounding
over the green-swardl, opened the sports of the day.
Grouvps of- wild savages were instantly to be seen
scouring in every krection, engaged in the gombeza,
or joust, but His Majesty in flaunting striped robes
shone conspicuous. Well mounted, a fearless
horseman, and admirably skilled in the use of the
spear, he had on no previous occasion becn seen
to so great advantage as during bis participation
in the warlike cxercisés of the new year—now
pursuing, and now in turn pursued by the warrior
whom he had honourcd by seclection as* his antago-
nist in the tilt. ‘

* «* Guebroo is s1ck ” quoth the monarch, the
moment this dlsplay was over;” he has received
a severe wound in the head durmg a skirmish
«with the rebel Gfxlla,.and I ain desirous that you
should now visit. lmn taking witl, you the medicine
for putrid sores!”

Ayto Berkie, the govemor of Bulga, volunteered
his escort to Daliiti, the abode of his invalid bro-
ther. Crossing the serpentine Beréza, the road
led through swampy meadows, and over little cul-
tivated knolls destitute of either trce or shrub,
towards Angollila, which, after a gallop of seven
miles, opencd ir the distance. On the summit of a
tabular eminence rose the king’s two-storied palace,
above chur¢hes and conical houses; and five dis-
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stinct knolls, forming®an arein the intermediate and
offrerwise level landscape, were severally crowned
by the abodes bf favourite courtiers-that on the
extreme right, embowered in uxuriant trees, per-
taining ¢c Ayto Guebroo, governor of Méntshas.
Ascending the tumulus by § steep and stony
path, and passing through a muddy court-yard, we
reached to the abode of the great man. Sur-
rounded by mournful attendants, he reclined on an
alga before a fierce fire, his right eye screened
by a shade of blue calico, and his comely partner
sobbing violerttly at his feet The Gillé and Loomi
Galla, bordering on the ancient province of ¢ Fa-
tigar,” havi;lg revolted, the yarrior had taken the
field with his contingent, and® becoming opposed to,
a rebel in hand to hand combat, had received tfe
first spear on his buckler, whish was now ostenta-
tiously disptayed. The horse of his adversary fell
under a well-directed lance, ‘and the dismounted
pagan sued for quarter ; obtaining which, he treach-"
erously launched his remaining shaft, which had
cleft the forehead, and passed through thé corner
of the eye, although without destreying the vision.
The patient having pledged himself to submit to
the prescribed treatment, which few 1 Abyssinia
will do, an operation was successfully performed
sy Dr Kirk. Drying her tears, the hostess had
meanwhile slaughtered a ram, &nd fhade extensive
preparations for a repasf. Piles 8f thin, té)f cakes,
which loaded the low wicker table, weye flanked by

VOL. IT. r
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decanters of mawkish «ld honey wine; bowls of?
pepper porndge smoked at the place appomfed
for each guest, and lumps of raw meat were in
profusion ; nor was it without infinite surprise
that!the hbspitabl > entertainers and their domestics
beheld the chops fubmitted in the first instance to
the influence of the hot embers. Do all of your
nation thus burn their meat?”’ inquired the lady,
after long and attentive observation: ‘I was told
that such was the case, and that you burnt the
king’s bread too,«but could never have believed it.”

No small difficulty was experienced*by the despot
in comprehending how an eye could be restored by
the use of the knife ; but His Majesty was at a still

ter loss®to underdtand by what means a subject
had been cured, whilst himself remained in partial
blindness. Ayto Katama was present at this ob-
servation, and turning to one of the party, he whis-
" pered, ““ You must «ndt suppose that the Negoos is

blind of that eye: may Sahela Secldssie die, he sees
better with it than with the other!” Like Asop of
old, whd was once a bondsman, the general of the
body-guard still retained the grovelling spirit of
slavery, varnished with the address of the artful
courtier ; and he thus invariably followed the advice
given to Solon by the hunclLback author of the Fa-
bley, * that we should either not come near crowned.
heads at all, ér speak those things only that will
proye agreeable t6 them.” *
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CHAPTER IX.
THE FALLS OF THE BEREZA.

Hunring expeditions filled up the leisure hours of
the busy monafch. Standjng on®the verge of the
deep ravine By which the now deserted fastness of
Tegulet is insulated from the plain of Debra Berhén,
it was His Majesty s dlverqxon to project stone balls
from his rifle at the hyznas baskmg upon huge frag.
ments of fallen rock, which form caverns one thou-
sand feet below, and choke the bed of the pathless
chasm. Then the steps of the Joyal cavalcade would ,
be directed to the valley of *the Beréza, where
¢ Satan’s horses, " in the shape of gigantic adJutants,
were striding over the plain on their long stilt-like
legs, with well-filled pouches dangling beneath their
bills. Here, seated upon the green turf, the Negoos
awaited the report of his scouts. Whilst turniag
the corner of the numerous abrupt eminences, his
ears were ever saluted by loud cries of *“Abiet! ¢
*Abiet I from the mouth of many a petltloner, and
a very respectable ‘body of pla.mtlﬁ's *and defendaits
were continually in attendance.

Judgment was calmly delivered unt! the atriyal

F 2
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of some breathless horteman with intelligence of -
the dlscove1:y of a colony of baboons, would arrest
the proceedings of the sylvan court. ‘ Séhela
Seléssie ye moot ? 2’ inquired the sporting monarch
on ohe of “thes> occasions, adjuring the informant
by his own illustrious life; ‘““are they well sur-
rounded ?”” ‘“May Sihela Selassie die if they be
not,” responded the slave, as he bowed his head to
the dust; ‘“hundreds graze in yonder corn-field.”
““Then by the aeath of Woosen Suggud they shall be
slain,” was the rgjoinder, as His Majesty galloped
towards the spot, followed by a train of attendants
carrying every rifle and fowling-piece of which the
imperial armoury could boast.

. On the verge of the deep valley we presently
dascried a countless pig-faced army, laying waste the
rising crops. Lustyweterans, muffled in long flowing
. manes, strutted consequultlally among the ladies ;
and others, squatted upon their hunku‘s with many
a ghastly grin dlsp]ayed their white tecth whilst
hunting down the vermin that infested their rough
shaggy Coats. Casting aside his chequered robe,
the king, with all the ardour of a schoolboy, dashed
into the middle of the amazed group, and under a
running fire from himself and courtiers, the field
was presently strewed with slain and wounded.
Mangled wretches were now to be seen endeavour- -
ing to reach the precipitous chasm of the Beréza,
whose white foaming waters were thundering below,
whils. the grvimacing survivors, far out of danger,
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whooped in echoes amid the bush-grown clefts, to
reassemble the discomfited forces.

Return from this brilliant victdry was celebrated
by the war-chorus, until the apfearance of an erkoom
waddling over the ploughed land, againeprovad the
signal for general pursuit. This gigantic and de- «
formed bird is of the genus Hornbill, and an abrupt
unmeaning excrescence above his huge jagged for-
ceps, imparts a fancied resemblance to the slaves of
the king, who carry water-jars upon their heads,
which has digpified him with the title: of ‘ Abba
Gumbo,” ““ the Father of the Pitcher.” It has blue
wattles, which, when the bird is worried, become
inflamed like those of the turkey-cock ; and from
the fact of its always constsucting the door of its
nest to the castward, the Al)} ssinians assert thae it
will never build out of sight of a church. )

The plumage throughout 19. to appearance of a
sooty black ; but the expansiop of the wings dis-
plays an assemblage of snowy quills which form the
pride of the warrior who has slain his enemy in
battle. Mules were ahandoned with ones accord ;
and under the encouraging gazc of the. despot, the
courtiers, springing into their high-peaked saddles
scoured after the devoted quarry. Weary with its
long flight, the heavy bird alighted a dozems times,
but no rest was ever allowed. Again he was tunned,'
and again he distanced his pursuers, untikbbeleaguered
on all sides, he was finally speared, by the chief smith
and body physician, who, as an equgétrian, .E'hune
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facile princeps. His skill rewarded the head of/
each hero engaged with the coveted white plunfe,
which is the Amhdric emblem of death.

“ My children have never seen the ‘Devil’s
sheey,” ” gvavely observed His Majesty, as he as-
cended towards the palace preceded by strains
of martial music. ‘They live in holes in the
rocks under the great waterfall, and have long
snouts. My people are afraid. Take guns in the
morning, and the pages shall show you the road.
Now you may eat,” .

Heavy dew covered the waving grass, as, ac-
companied by the promised escort, we proceeded
at an early hour to gratify the royal curiosity by the
destruction of the dreaded monster. It proved on
reulization to be an inoffensive badger ; and although
the sport did not aﬁ'ord very much diversion, the
cataract amply repaid the ride across the meadow.
‘Leaving the terrace of table-land, the serpentine
river, far hid from sight, winds through a suc-
cession of rounded hills towards a precipitous valley,
down which the foaming torrent rushes over a
descent of. eight rocky basins. Hemmed in by
fantastic pillars of basalt, composed of irregular
disjointed polygons, the dark craggy surface, laid
bare br- the violence of azes, is at strange variance
- with the bright emerald turf which creeps luxuriantly
to the very verge of the frowning abyss; whilst
twelve hundred feet below, the sparry walls sud-
denl'y( contrict to the breadth of  fifteen yards,
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sand the accumulated wategs of the cascades, dis-
cPharging through this natural ﬂood-gate, boil on-
wards in their wild career.

At some distance from this®point are the royal
iron mines, and near them a perpendiaular grag,
which rears its crumbling formefrom the very bot-
tom of the vale to the level of the upper stream,
marks the suddenness of the descent. The entire
face of the verdant hills that repose above the
roaring cataract, were covered with thyme and
other aromatic.herbs, yielding up ‘their- fragrance
at every stepr; and new artd lovely flowers, spark-
ling under the morning dew, carpeted the slope.
From the Very brink of the dizzy torrent, lofty
junipers raised their tall stems, ande flung their
mossy arms to a vast height, thouBh still appear-
ing but as small twigs; and the white cloud of
foam and spray which arose from the gloomy
chasm, reflecting the prismatie colours of the rain- s
bow, completed a picture of smgular wildness and
magnificence.

How different, indeed, is the fate awaijting the
waters of one and the same shower discharged over
the high ridge of the Abyssinian Alps! A drop,
falling on the eastern slope of the shed, wends its
short course by the nearest streamlet towagds the
,muddy Héwash ; and, if not absorbed by the thipsty
plams of the Adaiel, adds its mite tg the lagoon of
Aussa—to filter, perhaps, through some subterra-
nean channel into the Indian Oceap® Bul:.’ far
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distant is the pilgrimgge that awaits the more-
ambitious cloud that sinks on the western side.
Joining the -Beréza, and taking the sudden leap
over the dazzling‘ cataract of Debra Berhdn, it
hurnies down the Jumma on its impetuous course
to the Bahr el Asrreek—rolls through the golden
sands of Damot—and, after visiting Meroé and
Thebes, and all the stately pyramids, either adds
its humble tribute to the blue waves of the Medi-
terranean, or is sacrificed to the fertility of the land
of Egypt, -

1
* Where with annual pomp,'
Rich king of floods! o’erflows the swelling Nile.”
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CHAPTER X

THE ANNUAL REVIEW,

As the month rolled on, under a cold and pleasant
sky, the governors of the adjacent districts flocked
with their quetas to Debra Berhan, to be in readiness
against the approaching anniversary of ‘ Méskal.”
On this festival, which is held in commemoration of
the discovery of the Holy Csoss by St, Helena, the
rabble militia composmg the Amhara forces is mgr-
shalled in order of review, and the grassy slope *in
front of the palace became daily more and more
thickly dotted with black booths and mules and.
neighing steeds. Honours, appointments, and re-
wards, are now conferred upon the brave and the de-
serving; and this being also the season of regribution,
the forfeited property and the household chattels of
delinquent officers add to the fair-like confusion.
Herds of cattle, and long files of confiscated slaves,
wooden tables, rickety bedsteads, and otheg paltry
prizes of royal seizure, crowded the bustling, pa-*
rade ; whilst groups of shlvermg cagnelsy transferred
by writ of execution to.an uncoggenial clime, took
up their cold station on the bare gmund Which
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was in a few days to,receive their long scraggvs
bones. v

On the ‘ave bf the anxiously expected day of
jubilee, the din of'the nugdreet, followed by the
repepted discherge of heavily-loaded matchlocks,
proclaimed the movement of the household troops
towards the palace portals, in order to guard the
imperial person from any sudden outbreak of the
wild host encamped in the environs. Halting in
front of the teris of the Embassy, they performed
the war-dance in_our honor by the light of nume-
rous torches. Whilst‘the leaders solaced them-
selves with a cup of our curagoa, their curvetting
chargers, ridden by confidential henchmen, bore
gallantly among the dense mass; and the bright
metal stars and studs of their appomtments gleamed
arhid the dark ranks 'of the warriors, as they howled
the Amhéra death chorus. Bidding us good night,
«the Master of the Herse declared, amongst the af-
firmative whoops of his followers, that next to the
royal safety, the lives of his much-esteemed foreign
friends should be uppermost in his thoughts during
the coming, vigil.

Most unkingly was the appearance presented by
the palace at break of day, for all was disorder and
confusion among the court. Dirt and filth reigned
paramount in every purlieu — mire to the ankle
obstructed «svexy gateway —and the rods of the
wearied door-keepers were. broken to splinters in
their laudabie endeavaurs to check the rush of the
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ﬁyer and greasy mob. The very houses them-
selVes seemed more gloomy, and the time-worn
mud plaster of the ancient walls niores sombre and
dilapidated than usual. ¢

The desnot was for some hours to be seen squatted
in the porch of the banqueting leall, surrounded by
all the concomitant litter of a forge, which, puffing
away at the foot of his alga, under the personal
supervision of the chief smith, blew a cloud of dust
and ashes into the royal nostrils. Decorum seemed
to be laid aside for the day. Chaftéring-and noise
resounded in every quarter. ®* Restraint was removed
from the tongues of all, and the uplifted voice of
the monarch *was at times scarcely audible, amid
the clatter of surrounding (,ourtlers, and the ring-
ing of the crow upon the anvil. .

Twenty sallow eunuchs, actmg each at one ard
the same time as master of the ceremonies, intro-
duced to the royal notice the orowds of lieges, who,
arrayed in most filthy garbs, came crushing togethen
to the front. Priests, and monks, and petty go-
vernors, women, slaves, and cultivators, bere each
some present to swell the imperial stores. Honey,
butter, and beads, sticks, crutches, and censers,
were alike received with complimentary speeches,
saving in the instance of one burly knave, who had
Jpresumed to come before the king with a poor bundle
of grass. Of him no notice whatewer avas taken.
The very crowd seemed ashamed, of so sgurvy an
offering, and an opening being spontangbusly rﬁvﬂe,
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a few kicks and shoves sent ‘the ill-provided vasss:
speedily out of sight, unrewarded by the customary
*“ God give the¢ more!” from the lips of his puis-
sant sovereign. ¢

But a very lifferent scene presented itself when,
at a later hour,” we were ushered through the
grassy lawn to make our bows to His Majesty.
Surrounded by the grandees of the court, in
their holiday attire, the generals of the cavalry
and body-gua:d, the household officers, and the
alakas and high-priests of all the principal churches,
he reclined on a moveable throne; tricked out
for the occasion in velvet and satin. Rich kim-
khabs, gay silken vests, and a profdsion of silver
swords and.decoratioxs for gallant conduct, sparkled
cn the persons of the courtiers; and the tur-
moil attending the early hours of business had
given place to the unbending gravity of Abyssinian
etiquette. )
« The artillery escort having, gréatly to the ad-
miration of the bystanders, gone through the manual
and platoon exercises with blank cartridge, three
hundred Aferoch, under the command of the pur-
veyor-general, cntered the arena, elevating high
above their heads bundles of peeled wands, bound
together with wisps of rushes, and decked with gar-
lands of the yellow ¢ cross-flower.” The wild song
of rejoiciz at thetreturn of spring, and of the
season of blossoms, ‘‘ when the fleas retire and the
flies appeaf,” had been heard a considerable time,
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ging louder and lbuder,eas these lictors, with
théir fasces, approached the scene of exhibition.
Shouting the war-chorus, they now moved forward
with a mincing gait, and after th& most abject pros-
tration to *he earth, with a yell, hurling their rqu
in a heap before the palace steps, the whole crouched
in a semicircle. Their leader and his stewards,
some on horseback, others on foot, clothed in the
spoils of wild beasts, then displayed themselves
individually in the dance, galloping or vaulting be-
tween the open ranks, encouragind thé men to
fight, and ddmean themsefves as warriors in the
day of battle—each ending his recitative by a ter-
rific howl, in which he was joined by the whole
band. .

This exhibition terminated, wg were marshalled tb
a gay Turkish pavilion, which had been purposcly
erected, below the royal inspection tower. A small,
roofed building, resembling tlfe judge’s stand on a
country race-course, occupies a raised platform im-*
mediately within the palace enclosure. Gandy
cloth hangings enveloped this cage, ande® carpets
and rugs of all colours covered the top of the rude
wall for some distance on either side. The Negogs
was already seated when we cantered past, and
taking off our hats, received his condesctnding
salutation. The usual paraphernalia of silver-em-
bossed velvet floated at his feet! TBe cBiefs of the
churches, and the civil officers of state—a gorgeous
band—were arranged along the,platform, whilst a



78 ' THE WILLOW STACK.

motley crowd of many thousand spectators sttpﬂ
closely packed over the plain below.

Dense maases of cavalry were in readiness at the
further extremity ‘of the parade, to perform the
pageant of the Jay. At the distance of one hundred
yards from the iruperial stand, a stack of tall leaf-
Jess willow staves had becn erected on the bright green
turf which extended far and wide in front. Around
it were squatted files of warriors, ensconced under
their round shields like the tortoise beneath his
shell—the¢ mariagement of sundry huge culverins, of
inordinate dimensions, 'being divided betwixt every
three. The muzzle rested over the shoulder of one,
a second worked the butt, and a third was pre-
pared, withv blazing ‘brand, to fire on the signal
given. .

" The review commenced by the advance of Ayto
K4tama’s body-guard, consisting entirely of fusi-
leers, three-fourths, of whom were on this occasion
equipped with the muskets that I had recently pre-
sented. Divided into four bodies, consisting each of
about one hundred men, they moved slowly for-
ward, shouting the usual war-chorus, in imitation
of the voice of the lion, and were kept in line by the
vigorous application of the rattan. Numerous brace-
lets, the reward of distinguished gallantry, glittered
throughout the band, and the fixed bayonets, here-.
tofore unkhown in' Southern Abyssinia, gleamed
brightly «in the sunshine. * Gaining the prescribed
distance, the warriors crouched on the ground as if
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receive cavalry. °A grey-headed but energetic
veteran sprang to the front—danced during some
time in a variety of uncouth caper§—antl uttering a
howl such as might be conjectured to issue from
the demon in the wolf’s glen, discharged his piece.
The signal was followed by a funning fire along
the entire line, when the remaining companies, ad-
vancing in succession in the same order, went
through similar evolutions, and all marched off
dancing and singing to the outer ring.

The commander-in-chief of this gohghty band had
meanwhile formed a conspicuous, although rather
a ludicrous figure in the performance. Adorned
with a flowifig garment of his favourite chintz, the
flaring pattern of which the kaleidoscope itself must
have found difficulty in deviging, Ayto Katama
a bondsman from his youth, gxhibited himself in
front of the phalanx of slaves, his head enveloped
in a crimson harlequin cap. Tyipping and mincing '
with the most unscemly capers and gestures, he
brandished his crooked blade in a fashion which
could alone have proved dangerous to himself. An
inveterate chronic sore throat had readered his
voice husky; and his vapouring unmilitary motions,
which reminded us of the strut of a crippled pea-
cock, shed a broad light of caricature over this
.opening scene of the pantomime. .

But the king’s Master of the Horsd ne#t advancgd
with his glittering squadron of ¢icked household
cavalry—the flower of the Christian lgices. A;to
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Melkoo was arrayed in- a patti-coloured vest, s?
mounted by a crimson Arab fleece, handsomely
studded with silver jets. A gilt embossed gauntlet
encircled his right drm from the wrist to the elbow.
His targe and horse-trapping displayed a profusion
of silver crosses and devices, and he looked a stately
and martial warrior, curvetting at the head of his
troop of well-appointed lancers.

Forming line at the distance of half a mile, and
approaching the willow pile with a musical accom-
paniment ‘from' 2 mounted band of kettle-drums,
the squadron halted, and the leader, couching
his lance, advanced in front. Whilst putting his
charger through all the evolutions of Abyssinian
manége, he vaunted his prowess in arms, recited
the prodigies of valour performed in the service
of his royal master, and proclaimed his con-
tinued good faith, and future bold intentions—his
followers, at intervais, like the Romans of old,
responding their assent by the loud clatter of lance
against shield. The harangue concluded, his spears
were dashed upon the ground, and the chieftain,
drawing his broad two-edged falchion, brandished
it_in the air: ‘ Tockatoo, Loold, Loold, Gummoo,
Sik, Oooooh,” he vociferated, as he dashed his heels

_into the flanks of his prancing steed. An instan-

tancous howl, and independent discharge of cul-.
verins, anSwertd tHe signal, and the wild troop
swept past at a gallop to ‘the further extremity of
the parade. « .
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At the royal request, I caused a salute of twenty-
6}e guns to be fired by the artillery escort, from
the brass three-pounder, which had Béen dragged
by oxen below the willow-stack. Great was the
admiration of the wild Galla multitud® as they
gazed on the appointments and ¥mbroidered hous-
ings of the British officers now assembled on horse:
back in front of the watch-tower; and sufficiently
diverting were the remarks they passed on our flut-
tering plumes of white and red feathers—their own
emblems of bloody though not ehivalrous deeds.
When the cafinonade opened upon ears that had
never before listened to the thunder of ordnance,
and a cloud of whitc smoke curled high above
the heads of those Wwho had ‘hitherto Beheld such
volumes arise only from their own burning hamlets,
a buzz of applause pealed fromsend to end of the
extended lire. Each echoing report carried to the
hearts of the disaffected a powerful argument for
fature loyalty, and it needed little discrimination”
to unravel the royal policy which had dictated the
display. *

Thirteen governors, clothed in spoils stripped
from the lion and the leopard, with other conspie
cuous trophies of the chase, next passed successively
in order of review. Decked in emblems of blood
~-rings, feathers, bracelets, and, gauptletg—tokehs
all of individual prowess in hand to hand combdt
with the king’s foes—the leader of each, glittering
cohort indulged in a long rambling hatangue,®ere '

VOL. II. G
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shouting the signal fos the ‘charge. Many they
were who wore the akoddma—a massive transverse
beam of silvdr pmJectmg across the brows, and hung
with a profusion of chains and pendants, the reward
for the slughter of an Adel, several of which re-
spectable body, ifcluding the Ras el Kifilah and
his fiery coadjutor, Tbrahim Shehém, were specta-
tors of the martial manceuvres of the Amhéra
troops.

An lnterestmg, though perhaps not a very mili-
tary sight, was ~witnessed as the hours drew on.
The famished governors, judges, thiefs, nobles,
courtiers, and dignitaries of the church, who occu-
pied the elevated platform on either side of the
royal box, "unable Fonger to" recist the calls of
Bunger, were suddenly to be perceived in the act
of employing their crooked swords in reducing the
dimensions of several sides and flaps of raw beef,
which had been futnished by the king’s munificence,
"and were ostentatiously displayed by as many me-
mals—nor, under the well-directed and vigorous
attacks“of the assembly, were the reeking collops
long in disappearing.

+ A few only of the detachments, whose leaders
were not gifted with eloquence, charged past with-
out & halt from the ground on which they had
formed ; and {t is ot improbable that these, having
riade the circuit of the palace enclosure, had
swelled the pagéant by appearing a second time
on‘"the "stdge. Others, dismounting, performed
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arious evolutions oh foos—ancient heroes, with
falchions of truly portentous dimensions, capering
and striding before the line, until ‘on %°signal made
by the culverins, they vaulted again into the saddles,
and dasted onward over the green-swartl, now fast

fading under the tramp of hoofs.®
Last of all came the tall martial figure o Abo-
giz Maretch, chief of all the tributary Galla in the
south, at the head of his Abitchu legion, who
closed the display of barbarian tactics. Three
thousand in number, the sea of Yild" horsemen
moved in advance to the music of the kettle-
drums, their arms and decorations flashing in the
sun-beam, and their ample white robes and long
braided hair streaming to the"breeze. At the shrill
whoop of their leader, with, the rushing soupid
of a hurricane, the cohort clatéered past the royal
stand, and the moving forest of lances disappeared

under a clond of dust. ‘e
From eight to ten thousand cavalry were present
in the field, and the spectacle, which lasted from
nine in the morning until five in the afternoon,
was exceedingly wild and impressive.® Did the
warriors who this day recounted their valorous
achievements before the monarch only possess
hearts of a measure with their good weapofis and
*strony seats, they could not fail to prove the-means
of extensive power and conquest under the con-
trol of an aspiring chief; but such upfortungtely
is not the case, and the speed of thej® stout hardy
¢« 2 ° )
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steeds is too frequent'y exerted in the wrong
direction.

As soon as'it became dark, several rockets which
we-had brought with us were discharged from our
tents by the king’s express desire. With fire-arms
the Abyssinians wete previously acquainted, and the
brass galloper which had echoed so recently, al-
though viewed with wonderful respect, was still
only the engine on a colossal scale, to which they
were familiarisea. But these were the first rockets
of which ‘His ‘Majesty had viewed the flight, and
the impression they produced upon ‘his mind, as
he gazed from his watch-tower, was scarcely less
than that worked upon his assembled subjects.
Night had “thrown her mantle around, and the
novel principle of ascent, with the grandeur of the
brilliant rush into othe skies, afforded matter of
amazement to all spectators. When the projectile
started with a loud roar from its bed, men, women,
and children, fell flat upon their faces. Horses and
mules broke loose from their tethers, and the warrior
who had’ any heart remaining shouted aloud. The
Galla tribe§ who witnessed the meteor-like explosion
from the vicinity, ascribed the phenomenon to the
use of potent medicines, and declared that since the
Gyptzis could at pleasure produce comets in the
sky, arqd rain fire from heaven, there was nought:
for them left, save abject submission to the king’s
commands.,

The ceremony of burning the stack of willow
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wfaves on the parade commetced shortly after this ex-
hibition, and, superintended by His Majesty in per-
son, terminated the proceedings of the busy day.
Shrouded from the gaze of the populace, the ladies
of the royal harem danced and clapped thei: hands
together, as their white ghostlike figures moved in
circling procession around the pile so shortly to be
committed to the flames. Then followed a rush of
torch-bearers from various quarters, mingled with
the corps of Aferoch, and all reeling ynder, the effects
of strong old hydromel. , Thred hundred flower-
decked fasces, displayed bright and fresh in the
morning, bpt now withered and faded, were with
savage shouts and yells cast simultanegusly on the
pyre, and a burst of lurid glare, which revealed g]l
that was passing, at once proctaimed their ignition.
Thousands crowding to the spof added their tribute,
and joined in the din of voiges. Black crosses to
repel the dzvil were by many’ described on theig
foreheads with the charred wood, in the struggle to
obtain which hard blows were dealt lustily about,
and some of the competitors were even forced into
the pile. The legend asserts, that on the discovery
of the Holy Cross by the mother of Constantifie
the Great, she caused beacon fires to be lighted on
all the high hills of Palestine, upon beholdjng
‘which a general shout of joy, waseraised=Py the
people of Constantinople. In  imitation hereof,
wild songs and yells of triumph from the mebno.hd
Christians of Shoa, now complefed the turmofi "and
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confusion, and with the' cracl;ling red flames tha*
curled up the tall dry staves, ascended high to-

wards the starry vault of heaven in honour of Saint
Helepa.
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CHAPTER XI1.

THE GALLA CAPITAL.

ANGoLLALA, on the Galla frontier, founded ten
years since by the reigning morfarch, is now the
capital of the western portion of Shoa, and during
the greater part of the year it forms His Majesty’s
favourite place of residence. ¢Thither he proceeded
on the morning following the festivities of Maskaj.
Upwards of three thousand hofsemen composed the
cortége, which was swelled evefy quarter of a mile
by large dctachments of cavalry. Led by their
respective ciiefs, each bhand diSmounted at a con,
siderable distance on the flank, and advancing on
foot with shoulders bared, fell prostrate with one
accord before the state umbrellas. The Negoos
bestrode a richly caparisoned mule, with swallow-
tailed housings of crimson and green, and massive
silver collars; and he was closely followed by the
corps of shield-bearers under the direction of the
‘Master of the Horse, who, by wigoreus sad#€s, and
the judicious exercise of a long stick, kept the
crowd from encroaching upon the royal persru,
during our eight-mile ride over, the lewel plain.*"
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From four to five hundred circular huts, cop-
‘'sisting of loose,stone walls very rudely thatched,
gcover the’ sIopes of a group of tabular hills that
enclose an extensive quadrangle. On the summit
of the largest ewinence, near the church of Kiddna
Meherit, stands the palace, defended by six rows
of stout high palisades. A clumsy stone edifice of
two stories, rising in the form of a dove-cot, occu-
pies the centre. It was erected by Demetrius, an
Albanian v1s1ter and is considerably super101 in
point of architecwure tp all other domxcﬂes in the
realm, although somewhat tottering in appearance,
and deserted from an apprehension of earthquake,
which holds strong Fo«esqlon of the royal mind.
“Earthquakes are bad things,” was His Majesty’s
remark, * for they everthrow houses, and demolish
my people.” ’

The rugged ascent up the steep hill-side was
thronged with spectators, male and female, as-
sembled to greet the arrival of their sovereign, and
to stare at the foreigners. Paupers and mendicants
crowded the first enclosure ; and the approach from
the second gate through four court-yards, to the
King’s quarters, was lined with matchlockmen and
fusn]eers, who, as the Embassy passed between the
ranks, made a laughable attempt to present arms
in ims¢otion of the artillery escort at the review.
Kitchens, magazines, and breweries were scattered
in all directions ; and, with the long banqueting-hall,
the thambet of audience, the apartments of the
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gomen, and the solitdry cells, formed a curious, but
far from imposing group of buildings.

The despot, in high good-hu.mour, tonducted us
over the unswept premises, and up a rude ladder to
the attic story, which commands a pleasafit proSpect
over wide grassy meadows, interfected by serpentine
streamlets, and covered with the royal herds. Upon
a floor strewed with newly-cut grass, blazed a wood
fire in an iron stove, with the never-failing cats
luxunating under its influence. A dirty couch
graced the alcove, and a few guns and fowling-pieces
the rudely white-washed walls, but otherwise the
dreary chamber was unfurnished. T have brought
you here,” ‘quoth His Majesty, * that you may un-
derstand what I want. Thede rooms require to be
ornamented ; and I wish yoursartist to cover them
with elephants and soldiers, andswith representations
of all the buildings and strange things in your
country, which my eyes havesnot yet seen. At
present my children may go.” *

Awnings had been pitched on the summit of
Pebra Miskal', the southern eminence. The wea-
ther was now intensely cold, and a fire’ during the
evening hours could not be dispensed with. As the
embers died away, and the smoke cleared from
the interior of the flimsy pall, our teeth chattered .

*under the pinching exhalation from thearound.
Rifles became rusty in a single night from the

 The Hill of the Créss.
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heavy white dew that saturated the cloth—watches
stopped beneath the pillow—and heaps~of blankets
proved of %tall avail to warm our cramped and
shivering limbs, wllich told full well of the hoar
frost*that was ehcrustmg the verdure of the adjacent
meadow.

In the filthy purlieus of the palace, and close to
the outer gate, stands a mound of ashes and rub-
bish, mingled with the noisome lees that stream over
the road from the adjacent royal breweries. Packs
of half-wild dogsy the pest of Angolldla, luxuriate
hereon during the day, and at night' set forth on
their reckless foray, dispelling sleep, and destroying
tents in their pilfering invasions. Long before the
dawn, the shrill crowing of a thcusand cocks first
startles the slumberer from his uneasy repose. The
wild whoop of the oppressed Galla, who demands
_redress, then mingles w1t11 the ‘¢ Abiet! Abiet!” re-
iterated by the more’ civilised Amhdra from every
hill-top ; and the memory of those who have ever
witnessed the Lreaking of the glorious day amid
nature’s ‘luxuriant forests of the East, is forcibly
carried back to the tangled thicket, where the cam-
panero tolls her bell-like note from the branches of
the spreading tamarind, and the wild ape fills up the
interval with his deep voice of exultation, as he
pounces upon the bitter apple of the wood.

<Bands of mendicant monks next silently take post
on the crest of a crumbling wall, within spear’s
length of the' glumberer’s pillow, and by a shrill re-
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citative, followed by a’chorus of independent voices,
dispel the morning dream, whilst they scream with
a pertinacity that bribery can alone qutll. Psalms
and hymns never fail to usher in the morn ; and
when the asperity of cracked and aged throafs is
somewhat mellowed by distande, the chant of
Christian praise—now rambling wildly through all
the varied shakes and intonations of a single voice
—now swelling with the choral unison of many—
is not altogether unpleasant. But greatly more melo-
dious would it fall upon the juortalear, if a lesson in
music were taken from the larks, which rise in
hundreds from the steaming meadows, to lift their
matin song—at intervals wanblmg far and faint in
the cool dewy air, and again approachmg with one
rich quaver of delicious harmony, as they fearlessly
alight upon the awning. .

To the cry of ‘“ Abiet !”” which now resounded so
unceasingly, the Abyssinians attath the opinion that,
on the last day, Satan, taking up his post beforc the
gates of heaven, will continue thus to vocnferate
until he gains admittance. On presenting himself
before the judgment-seat, it will be asked * what he
would have?”’ ‘ The souls which have been wrested
from me by the angels,” is to be the reply; but on
his acknowledging inability to specify the names of
‘those who have robbed him, the Father of Jeril will
receive a command to be gone, and never to shéw
his face again.

Importunity is an attgibute which &tands promi-
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nently forth in the character of a native of Southern
Abyssinia. For hours together the numerous ap-
plicants for redress continue thus to call upon the
“ master”” from every eminence around the palace,
until at length the door-keepers appearing, beckon
the petitioners to draw nigh. Well aware, how-
ever, of the existing understanding between these
servitors and the very judges against whose decision
they would appeal, they give no heed to the sum-
mons, but thrusting their fingers into their ears, do
but lift up their+voices the louder, until the king
commands one of his pages to cause the whole to
assemble in the court-yard, where, with shoulders
bared to the waist, the parties fearlessly bring their
complaint before the throne.

", Opportunities were therefore daily afforded of
witnessing the dispensation of justice in this singular
and anomalous land, where an Athiopic translation
of the code of Justinian, adapted to the customs of
the country, forms the basis of legal decisions. The
Fétha Negést, or ¢ Judgment of the Kings,” as this
volume s entitled, is said to have fallen from heaven
during the reign of Constantine the Great; but its
statutes, although liberally quoted on all convenient
occasions, are not considered binding upon the
monarch, unless found in perfect unison with his
own deogpotic pleasure. Disputes are first adjusted
by the governors of provinces, who, in the powers
with which, they are invested, resemble the feudal
baréus of the.middle ages, and often perpetrate the
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grossest injustice. But the jnjured party can always
seek redress in the court of the Four Wamberoch,
r “the chairs,” who are the judg®s cwil and cri-
minal. These dignitaries daily®take their seat in
the verandah of a building allotted in one ofethe
palace courts, where accuser ande accused delivered
their conflicting statements in an equally elevated
tone of oratory, accompanied by much theatrical
gesture. The decision lies again under appeal to
the throne; and whensoever the king sees fit to
reverse it, the severest censure is jnvariably passed
upon the delirquent * chairs.”

The lives and the lands of every subject of Shoa
belong de jure to Séhela Seldssie, and of their per-
sons and worldly substance Me is absohite master.
Whether at the demise of the kipg or of the subject?
the estates of the latter are agaip at the disposal of
the crown, and without the occurrence of either
contingency the mere will &nd pleasure of the
despot is alone requisite to their resumption. Vio-*
lent use, however, is not often made of this arbitrary
power, and it is rarely resorted to except in“ases of
high treason or of offences against the state, which,
in place of capital punishment, are visited by con-
fiscation of property, with imprisonment for life.
But if the criminal shall have taken timely san€tuary
in the monastery of Affaf W01ra .hls pergen %is
held inviolate, even by the klng, and the monlks
can generally mediate with succese. Slayery, either
limited to the offender, or extended tb his vsshole
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family, and continued. to his descendants, during
one, two, or even seven generations, is a punish-
ment from ‘which no class is held exempt, but exile
is usually substituted for offences committed by the
clergy, the bar.shed ecclesiastic being then com-
manded to ‘‘stay not by day, neither to tarry by night,”
if he would avoid the penalty that awaits delay.

In accordance with the Mosaic dispensation, a
life for a life is the sentence passed upon the mur-
derer ; but, obtaining the consent of the relatives
of the deceased, he is authorized by law to purchase
his pardon, and to beg through the ‘Jand until he
shall have accumulated the stipulated ransom. His
escape under any circumstances involves forfeiture
of property by all his"relatives who may be residing
Tiorth of the river Airédra, and unless he be produced,
the attachment continues in full force during three
generations. Robbery is usually investigated through
the Lebashi, or * thiéf-taker,” who is indispensable
“to Abyssinian jurisprudence, and the unhappy wretch
whom his imp selects, if unable to pay the fine
adjudged, is visited by castigation either with a
whip or cidgel. If a Christian, he is then confided
to the care of a iollower of the Prophet in some of
the hot unwholesome Mohammadan districts—if an
Isldm, to that of a Christian—the party on whom
the aulprit is thus quartered, being in either case
_ beld responsible to the crown for his safe custody
during his term df hard labour.

_be all the'gourts of judicature, interest for money
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lent is recognised af the sate of one dmole per
mensem upon each dollar. No note of hand is
ever exchanged, but the security of *a substan-
tial house-keeper is taken, wh8 is termed ‘‘wds.”
Debtors a.e generally manacled, and suffered to foam
about, in order to beg the amovnt due among the
charitably disposed; and it is a fact, that in the
absence of a ‘“‘wds,”’ either the creditor or one of
his retainers is chained to the defaulter, and the
happy couple thus linked, wander through the coun-
try together, crying By Mary' By Mary!” until
the requisite *sum shall have been contributed for
the sake of the Holy Virgin.

At home ‘and abroad, on egcursions and on mili-
tary cxpeditions, the loud cfy of “ AMet I’ salutes
the royal ear from situations the most strange ajd
unexpected, and although the.sceptre is despotic,
appeals arc almost always promptly attended to.
The more beisterous petitioner, vho will not remain -
content with the promise of a future consideratiof
of his claim, is sometimes visited with the stick, but
no available opportunity is neglected of listening to
those who present themselves. The haltirz-stone and
the green turf are frequently transferred into seats«of
justice ; judgment is given whilst ambling over the
fields and meadows ; and during five days of every ,
-week, many hours are patiently ievoted by‘the
monarch to the unravelment ‘of knotty points ein_
litigation.



96

GHAPTER XILI.
CHASM OF THE CHACHA.

Tue King had oftentimes vaunted the extraordinary
natural fortification of Angolléla by the river Chécha,
which for ‘two «days’ Journey to the north-westward
rolls through a deep precipitous valley’ opposing an
impassable barrier ; and being then joined by the
Beréza and by numerpus other streams, skirts the
celebrated sunctuary &f Sena Markos, whence the
cvmbined waters, taking the title of Jumma, roll on
into the Nile. Setting out one morning at sunrise
through the ¢ sirkosh ber ',”” he sent a page to con-
" duct us to the junction of the tributary Facha, which
tumbles its torrent over a perpendicular wall seven
hundred feet in height ; and here His Majesty, sur-
rounded*by a crowd of noisy applicants for justice,
already occupied his favourite seat on the brink of
the giddy chasm.
A cloud had overcast the despot’s brow, for
‘“ Bord Winkee,”” his favourite war-steed, had that
maraing fallen {down dead whilst exercising in the-
meadow. Taken in battle from a potent Galla

"‘. e. The secret gate or wicket.
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chieftain, whose name it iftherited, the steed had

long enjoyed a stall within the royal hedchamber,
and strong fears indeed were gntertained for the
effeminate little page Katama, who had been, the
luckless jockey. But no punishment followed the
catastrophe. The boy was a court favourite. and
Antonistye, his father, by far the most renowned
warrior in Shoa, was mayor of the corporation of
king’s herdsmen, who take the field in independent
bodies, and under the title of Abeldm ' form a dis-
tinct class, mingling with no other portion of the
population. *

“ What think you of my Galla ditch?”’ inquir-
ed the monarch. ‘ Have ygu any such in your
country ?”’ -

There could be but one opfhion regarding tHe
yawning gulf, which extends a ffill mile in breadth,
and has been rent hy some violgnt convulsion in the
bowels of the carth. Fifteen hundred feet below the,
otherwise uninterrupted plain, the mingled waters
flow on like a silver cord, fed at intervals by fpaming
cascades, which raise a shower of white spray in their
headlong descent : whilst frowning basaltic cliffs cast
a deep gloom over wild steppes and terraces, whose
lone hamlets and cottages are scarcely to beg dis-
tinguished from the fallen ‘masses of rock. Vgst
colonies of pig-faced baboons, #he principed mha-
bitants, sally forth morning and evening from

! Derived from the Amhéric word  abélla,” “ l’e may eat up."
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their strong city, to' devastate the surrounding
crops, in defiance of incessant war waged against
them by the peasantry, armed with sticks and
stones; but outcasts, and criminals too, find a safe
asylum among ‘he almost inaccessible crannies
of the perpendlcular scarps, where they hide
amidst masses of foliage, unthought of, and unmo-
lested.

Deep buried in the bosom of this stupendous
chasm, and immediately below the roaring cata-
ract, stands the little hemlet of Guréyo, the seat of
the royal iron-works, and thither, after the sylvan
court had closed, the king descended, leaning on
the arm of the chief smith, great master of the
Jabiban, or mechanics, and royal »hysician in or-
dinary. The proce$s of smelting and refining pur-
sued in Abyssinia® has been common to almost
every age and country from the earliest antiquity.
. Broken into small fragments and coarsely pul-
verised, the ore is mixed with a large proportion
of charcoal, and placed in a clay furnace resem-
bling the gmith’s hearth, but furnished with a slop-
ing cavity considerably depressed below the level
of the blast pipes. The non-metallic particles being
brought to a state of fusion by the constant action
af four pair of hand-worked bellows, the iron with
the Stosa sivks 4o the*bottom. This is again
broken, and re-fused, when the dross flowing off,
the pure inetal is discharged in pigs, vhich, by a
repetition of heating and welding, are wrought into
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bars; but owing to the very rude and primitive
apparatus employed, the unceasing toil pf ten hours
is indispensable to the realization of two pounds’
weight of very inferior iron, which aftgr all, in
private works, is liable to a Reavy tax to the
crown.

Embowered in a dark grove of junipers on the
opposite brink of the Chicha rises the silent vil-
lage of Chérkos, rendered famous a few years since
through the massacre of one thousand of.its Chris-
tian inhabitanfs by Meddke’, a celebrated rebel.
His proceedings occupy one of the most conspi-
cuous pages in the chronicles of Shoa. Exalted by
rre military talents and undhunted infrepidity to
the highest pinnadle of royal favour, he becames
elated by the distinctions conferred, and being sus-
pected of aimning at ewen” greater dominion, was
suddenly hurled into the deepest disgrace, and bereft
in the same moment of property and power. Burn- .
ing with revenge, the warrior crossed the border
to the subjugated, though disaffected Galla, whom
he had so lately held in check, and who now
with open arms received him as their leader in
revolt.

At the head of a vast horde of wild cavalry, erein-
forced by a number of matchlockmen, who
deserted their allegiance,”the rebel tharched’ upon,
Angolldla. But he was frustrated in his designs by

* His Gazel. ,
H2 .
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finding the only assaildble point fortified by staked
pits and ditches—the deep rugged channel of the
Chécha opposmg, ag he well knew, an insurmount-
able barrier in every other direction. Desertion
soon spread amoag the undisciplined rabble, and
after several skirmishes with the royal troops, the
offender sought an asylum at Zalla Dingai. Through
the powerful mediation of Zenama Work, the Queen-
dowager, he was suffered to throw himself at the
feet of his despotic master, and not only obtained
pardon, but from motives of policy was eventually
restored to all his former dignities.

Meddko’s second rebellion and tragic death, em-
bodied from the autBentic details of eye-witnesses,
ill form the subject of the six succeeding chapters.
Phey are designed fo throw upon the character of
the monarch, and ‘upon the customs of his court,
a light which could scarcely have been admitted
,through any other lattice. The standard of revolt
long waved over the heathen frontier, and when
the storm which for months threatened the sub-
version of the empire had at length been quelled
by the extinction of the fiery and turbulent spirit
that had raised it, large offerings were made by
His Majesty to all the churches and monasteries
throughout the realm, in return for their prayers;
and solemn processions afid thanksgivings were at-
tended by the exercise of every sort of work of
charity and, devotion.

. Among the royal retinue this day seated before
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the village of Chérkos, was & young man of haughty
and daring exterior, whose flowing black mantle
covered a breast that must havebeen often agitated
by strange emotions. It was Chdra, the son of the
rebel, one of the only two members of the dlsgraced
family to whom Sédhela Seldssie has become recon-
ciled, and a youth who is said to resemble his sire,
not less in appearance than in gallant bearing.
Prior to the breaking out of the insurrection, he had
urged the arrest of his father ; but no attetion being
paid in the proper quarter, he subsequently en-
listed under his banner, and carried arms against the
crown until the fall of the traitor, when, from his
previous well-timed, though disregarded disclosure,
he received full pardon for the past. .
Ayto Tunkaiye, a gigantic Warrior, greatly di%-
tinguished for his valour, who &nacted a prominent
part in Medoko’s execution, was also of the cortége ;
and beside hum stood Hailoo, younger brother of,
the rebel noble, who purchased restoration to royal
favour at the expense of a deed of the plackest
treachery. This he recounted not only,without a
blush, but with extraordinary satisfaction at his
fancied heroism. Apprehending a similar fate with
him whose cause he had espoused, he fled acrogs the
border, and found a safe asylum with Wodigef’G‘rj_
mee, a powerful Galla chieftain, Jong In opca revolt,
and one of the bitterest, enemies of the monarch.
Basely assassinating his benefactor wtilst seaten
unsuspectingly in the open field, He sprang upont hxs
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horse, and casting the- head -of his victim at the
royal footstool in token of his villany, was rewarded
by advancement to the government of Mésur Médur,
a post of hlgh honour, which he enjoys to the pre-
sent’ day, and which occupies the frontier of the
Galla dependencies.
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CHAPTER XIlIL.

MEDOKO THE REBEL.

* Like whom to Shoan eyes,
None ere has risen and none ere shal.l rise..’

ReNownep f8r his great ;trength and dauntless
heart, Medéko was of a more robust and brawny
form than most of his countrymen. There was a
bold bearing in his erect Carriage—Ris gait was
proud, and his speech haughty ; and not less dex-
terous in the management of his steed, than power-
ful in wielding his weapons, he stood proclaimed the
most valian‘, although the mest insolent, of the
Amhéra. His bandsome features and his gallant
deeds had gained for him the palm of favour among
all the dames of the land. An aquiline ndse stood
prominent from his anly countenance, and a bright
eye sparkled clear and daring under a bushy brow.
The fairest daughters of Shoa loved to look upon
the warrior, and rejoiced to add their beauty. to his
‘harem, or to experience the gjfts ef his bowrtiful
hand ; and the shrill note of female welcome bumst
from every throat, as he ‘curveted through the streets
upon his gallant charger shining.in bgass and steel,
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or careered at speed over,the plain, with his white and
crimson robe streaming behind his athletic frame.

. Riches dnd honours and preferment had been
again liberally showered upon his head by the mo-
narch whe had o frequently received the benefit of
his assistance, an¢ had been more than once in-
debted for his life to the strong arm of the chief.
The- memory of past crime seemed to have been
obliterated and forgotten— )

“ Had he not err’d, his glory had been less ;”
’

and he was now raised to the high post of gevernor
of all the Galla, and Abogéaz of the southern frontier
of the kingdom.

But there was no lack of enemies to the impe-
tious favourite; and among the most bitter of his
opponents was one,who, by the insidious tongue
of malice, materially contributed to achieve the-
downfal and destruétion of the bravest son of
{Shoa. .

Well versed in all the petty arts of a mean and
sycophantish court, Father Asrit had held during
two successive reigns the snug office of confessor to
the royal family. Sleek from good living, his hood
fell without a ‘wrinkle over his portly person; and
bowing in devotion before nis superiors, the words
of -fattery flowed in profusion from his honied
tengue. The sins of the' rich were easily for-
given ; substitute'was immediately produced for the
slight penante decreed by his lip ; and the effects of



FATHER ASRAT. 105

his indulgence might Be clearly observed in'the fine
muslin which ever encircled his shaven head—in
the uflossy condition of his pampered hule—and in
the gay ivory handle of his polished crutch, which
were osteatatiously displayed as he daily bruthed
through the court-yards of the palace.

On many occasions the audacity of Medéko had
broken out into open mockery of the priestly rapa-
city ; but although the dark fcelinzs of revenge
rankled in the breast of the monk, yet a scowling
look of hatred was alone ventured is return to the
jibes ofithe great governor and first favourite of the
despot. On one fatal festival, however, when the
fumes of the old hydromel had gained a complete
ascendency over the party, a Bitter jest Was retorted
by the exasperated priest, a figrce wrangle ensuel;
and the holy person of FathereAsrit was violently
spurned against the wall by the strong arm of the
hot-blooded chief. .

A reconciliation had been outwardly effected by*
mutual friends, but from that day the most wily
insinuations were used to poison the breast of the
king. The actions of the past were vividly brought
to his recollection; words that had never been
spoken, and expressions craftily distorted to serve a
vile purpose, were daily poured into the roydl ear ;
and although the demeanour qof the monarckefe-
mained unchanged, suspicion was gradually being
instilled into his mind, and the cldud required byt a
slight shock to discharge its contents.
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According to the custom oY the country, the royal
princesses lived in total seclusion until it suited the
despot’s caprice or policy to open the door of their
cage. *‘ A daughtér of the royal house will be led
to the nuptial a'tar on the morrow,” is the sole inti-
mation afforded ; and the happy bridegroom is not
aware of the honour to be conferred, until the hand
of ‘“the introducer” leads him from the group
which encircles the throne, to the immediate per-
formance of the .ite. But the stout-hearted Meddko
had contrived o behold the beauty of the far-famed
princess “ Golden Fruit,” and intoxicsted by a long
succession of prosperity, and stirred up by the de-
ceitful priest to believe that the king would refuse
no request preferred By a chief whose services were
Yeld in such high esteem, he rashly resolved upon
demanding the only remaining favour which the
monarch had hitherto withheld.

On a bright merning in May before the com-
‘nencement of the monsoon, a distinguished caval-
cade entered the outer gates of the palace fortifica-
tions. *The stately person of the leader was
enveloped In a flowing robe bedizened with many
csimson stripes, and a long white feather streamed
high over his raven hair. A gauntlet and bracelet
of silver decorated his sinewy arm, the token of
m¥wea hard conflict ; and the massive silver sword
was girded to his right side, the emblem of high
authority apd plate. The bearer of his silver shield
preserved a*respectful space for the chief, and a
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dark war-steed, glitt€ring in chains and studs of
polished metal, followed at his side. A dense
mass of wild Galla, armed with the sérrated lance
and tough black buckler, closed the procession,
which, amidst the acclamations of the ‘assentbled
mob, wound up the rocky path df the palace hill at
Ankdéber.

On gaining the last flight of steps, the great door
was thrown open, and Meddko advanced to the audi-
ence of leave previous to his departure to the seat
of his government. The small latticed gallery had
been decked but in his honour, and the crimson
velvet hangings of state depended in front, loaded
with massive silver ornaments. Rich carpets were
spread below for the convenience of the more
favoured nobles. The officers of the household]
uncovered to the waist, stood ¢n a double row in
front; and the monarch reclined upon his seat of
honour at tk> open window, gaxly clad in a green silk
vest bordered with gold, over which the folds of the’
usual white robe of Abyssinia hung gracefuliy
around his recumbent figure.

Advancing to the prescribed limit, Meddko, ac-
cording to the customn of ages, prostrated himself to
the earth hefore the descendant of Solomon, and
then, raising his haughty figure erect befofe the
‘monarch, he boldly preferred, the srequest
heart. ** Behold, I have brought a present to the
king, that he may hear me in love, and. dismiss, his
servant well pleased from his presence,” -®
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Ten war steeds fully‘equipped, together with five
hundred bullocks, twenty slaves, and two large bags
of silver coin, were ushered into the court-yard.
The eye of the avaricious king brightened with
satisfaction at the liberal gift of his vassal,
and the words were spoken more kindly than
nsual—* What is the desire of the Abogéz?” But
the answer of daring rashness which followed fell
like a thunderbolt upon the court—*‘ The hand of
the Princess Worka Ferri.”

The rod of green rushes dropped from the grasp
of the astonished ‘ introducer,” and chiefs and
nobles half rose from their seats, as the mysteries of
royal seclusion were thus boldly infringed before the
multitude. ~But although the monarch was irritated
to.the last pitch by this unprecedented insolence, he
restrained his feelings under the usual cold calm
smile. * We will converse regarding this business
at a future period,’” he said ; and the audience was
closed with an invitation to the chief to pass his
last evening in the private apartments of the
palace—an honour conferred only upon a favoured
few. '

‘Warnings and advice were not wanting from
many quarters; and recollection called to mind
many dark scenes which had been transacted at the
ﬁ[ﬁlﬁv board é&f the despot, who was well known to°
be in a dangerous mood when too many smiles
lighted up kis countenance, and who preferred the
_quiew capture of his enemy to forcible seizure in the
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open day. But the rash Meddko, confident in his
own ascendency through service rendered, discarded
every thought of evil. With a stout heart he en-
tered the gloomy hall at the anpomted hour, and
under the guidance of an eunuch proceetled dlong
the rough dark passages of the inferior.

On gaining the inner apartment, he found Father
Asrat and his assistant kneeling in the corner
before their low desks, mumbling the lessons of
the evening from the miracles of the Holy Virgin
—divers flasks of potent spirits being as usual
ranged on thHe wicker table for the entertainment,
of the select company. All were in the highest
humour. The demeanour of the monarch was kind
and conciliating ; and amongst the Ronours and
favours which were that nighs liberally bestowed,
the priest received the high office of chief of the
church of the Saviour in the romantic village of
Chérkos. Tl:e customary topics were discussed—the
usual quantity of strong liquor was swallowed—and’
at intervals the choristers chanted the Psalms of
David. The evening passed in great hllarlty, and
the compuny at length rose to depart.

His heart bounding high with future hope,
Meddko stooped low to pay the salutation of the
night, and was instantaneously pinioned from be-
‘hind, whilst a rush from the flont prevented
every effort to lay hand upon his weapon. By His
fierce struggles he once nearly regained am erect pos-
tion, but numbers crowded thromgh eyery pasaage,
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and he found himself stretched on the floor securely
bound and hampered with many coils of rope.

“ Fetters "and a dungeon for the slave!” ex-
claimed the monarch as he quitted the scene of
betriyed nospitality, and guards entered to obey
the royal mandaté. But ere the captive could be
borne to his dooni, a heavy foot pressed lipon his
prostrate neck. The smile of satisfied revenge
played over the bloated features of the malicious
monk, and it shot through the heart of the fallen
warrior. A déadly yow was muttered betwixt his
glenched teeth ; and as he lay foaming with rage,
the words were half audible through his suppressed
breathing, ‘“ Let him guard his cowled head if he
can: henceforth to the Devil witl. my allegiance !’
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CHAPTER XIW.
ESCAPE FROM GONCHO.

Menéko had been hurried from the presence,
and urged along the rough road with as much
rapidity as possible ; but people are® seldom so un-
fortunate as they suppose themselves to be. Higy
fate was nqt as yet accomplished, and a slight
diversion had been already made in hlS favour. A
faithful follower, alarmed at the protracted stay of
his chief, had silently stationed shimself at the secret.
outlet of the palace, whence he witnessed the pro-
gress of his Leloved master. A,devoted band, having
hastily collec.ed, followed close dn the footsteps of
the guard ; and as the prisoner passed through the
thick forest of Aferbeine, the shrill note of the Galla
henchman more than once fell on his att.enfive ear,
to convey the welcome tidings that he was not
altogether deserted in this his hour of distress.

As the party climbed the rocky steep, the moon
was fast sinking behind the great mountains, and
her pale beams fell cold over the idolated rock of
Géncho, on the summif of which is perched tHe
state prison of the kingdom. The lowgr extreml'fv
of this hill is rent and furrowed by many taiigled
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ravines, and the bare craggy scarp frowns over
the wide-spreading valleys which stretch on either
.side. Sharp palisades guard the approach, and
strong gateways lead through well-defended court-
yards to u ‘cluster of edifices which form the resi-
dence of the frontier governor, and the entrance to
the places of confinement. )

Vanquished by fate, yet refusing to yield, a
spasm of painful emotion covered with cold dew
the brow of the haughty chief, as he passed the
rocky thréshoM of the prison. But the thoughts
gf a free foot on the mountain-side, and the signal
vengeance that would follow, banished from his
stout heart the usual feelings of despau' and in
ironical wofds he returned uhe salutations of his
‘brother Abogiz, intnp whose keeping he was about
to be consigned. .

Wulésma Mohammad was a fat imperious per-
sonage, of most sinister exprescion of countenance,
tnd much more feared than either loved or re-
spected. The cool healthy air of his mountain
fortres$,*and a quiet life of inactivity, had filled his
veins with®a rich flow of blood, and he spent the
greater portion of the day over a jar of potent
hydromel. His body had become bloated and his
mind ‘bewildered by the fumes of the liquor; and
divicing his tiine between dreaming and drinking,
he left the charge of his bolts and avecations to
his burly brgther Jhalia, who, fortunately for the pri-
sonén, was now engaged on the frontier in quelling
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a disturbance which ~had *been induced by the
stupidity of his superior.

The vulture eye of the Aboggz bnghtened up on
the arrival of the illustrious Meddko ; and bemg
at the moment unable to comprehend V\het}hr he
came as a prnoner or as a guest, an order for enter-
tainment and wine rung through the apartment,
instead of chains and fetters for the malefactor.
Relieved from the ropes which had hitherto con-
fined his movements, the chief was ushered with all
ceremor. ” into rhe great hal] of the dourt ; nor was
it until after reiterated requests-on the part of the
guard, and a solemn adjuration by the life of the
king, that the blinking gaoler, cheated out of his
expected carouse, consented to take some measures,
of precaution. . .

Built on the only sloping fate of the hill, the
governor’s houses stretch entigely across the outlet
from scarp tc scarp, and from Mis immediate bed-
chamber two trap-doors cover the passages to the
inner recesses of the prison. A staircase descend:
from onec into the vaults underground, where im-
mured in chains are the state cnmmals and the
younger branches of the royal family; and a pas-
sage leads through the other to a series of gmall
apartments erected upon the upper surface of the
hill, but surrounded by strong palisadbs to the very
verge of the precipice. The scarp was of con”
siderable height, and had never yet been.attempte(‘
by those offenders whose lighter crines had ¥n-
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forced a residence in ‘these more agreeable loca-
tions ; and the hesotted Wuldsma being in no mood
to reflect on the strength and daring of his present
charge, morely conducted him to one of these
places of security, and barring the door on the
outside, retired grumbling to the crown officials,
after leaving ar ample repast for the entertainment
of his distinguished prisoner.

The rude wax taner was flaming and sinking at
intervals over the untouched food, as one quarter of
an hour was passed in attentive musing ; but the
peculiarities of the prisoner’s situation were too
striking not to be immediately taken advantage of,
and he accordingly braced up his spirits for the
.enterprise. = Having contrived with Lis host’s knife
to remove the thorgs and sticks which composed
the walls of his flimsy dungeon, he crept into an
outer apartment, where the stars could be per-
ceived twmldmg “brightly through an aperture.
To wrench the iron bars from the window was the
‘work of a moment ; and leaping from a consider-
able height, Mcddko stood unshackled in the cool
air of heaven. There remained still many hours of
the night, and the darkness favoured his under-
taking, although otherwise little suited to the task
to be performed ; but palisade and paling gradually
yielded to his Strenzxth, and after an anxious hour of
éxertion, he reached the dark precipice unnoticed
and undlscovered _

Nought broke the stillness of the scene save the

¥
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sound of the wind whistling® over the bleak crags ;

and as the daring fugitive stood for a tlme in me-
ditation before venturing the gwful leap, an owl,
brushing his cheek, soared away on n01se1ess plmon
its hoot which re-echoed from below seéeming as
the voice of a qpmt calling to follow without fear.
Quickly recovering his confidence at the omen,
and nerving himself for the perilous task, he slid
down the face of the precipice, and recommending
his soul to the Holy Virgin, qultted hold of the
last tuft of grass which sustained *him over the
yawning gulf. Down, down dropped the chief,
until his very senses reeled again; but his flowing
cotton robe materially assisted the miraculous
descent, by catching the sharp pomts, and re-
straining for a moment the rapidity of his flight.
The strength of his long brawny arms served him
well in this hour of need, as ,clutching the rocks
he retained his hold for a second, in order to gain
breath for the next dread plunge into the gloom

abyss. Then bounding again like the falling stone,
he pursued his flight, till at length, brulsed and
bleeding, he reached the bottom of the rocky scarp,
hitherto untraversed except by the sticky foot of
the lizard. .

The shrill note for assistance, well known tq
every Galla ear, was speedily.ansWered by his
watchful followers. Crowding round their beloved
chief, they quickly bound up his Woundg, and after
a short rest the party recovered the heaten track:

12
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Placed once again on his own good steed, he raised
his form in, the stirrups, and shouted his Dbattle-cry
of defiance. Each, bridle was laid loose upon the
mane, and the wild riders plunged at speed down
the flinty ravine, now partially illumined by the
flash of matchlocks from the alarmed garrison.
A brave spirit is not to be subdued by exile, for
every soil forms his home and his country; and
away to the free plains of the Galla the head-
long course was bent, where Meddko was well
assured of recciving every sympathy and protec-
tion.
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CHAPTER XVe

INSURRECTION OF THE GALLA.

In the heart of the mountain range of Garra Gor-
phoo stood a large Galla hamlet—for it has been
since visited in wrath by thg monarch—situated in
one of thosc $weet locations which the children of
nature delight to select. The deep valley is thickly
clothed with the most luxuriant cultivation, and its
sides rise in a gentle slope, tl.lrowmg out a succes-,
sion of verdant terraces, teeming with herbs arrd
wild flowers.  On one of these %tood the village of
Mundeeda, the residence of Ggma, the great chief
of the Abitchu. A bright green kward extended far
in front, and the stcep mountain that rises behind,
afforded shelter from the bleak blast of winter.
sparkling brook, after dashing in tiny cascades
down the craggy face, glides away in a quiet course
over the enamelled mcadow, until lost in the grove
of dark junipers which rest on the side of a grassy
knoll, where the sacrifice was performed in honoux
of the deities, and where the listless heathen was
wont to dream away the hours of 1dleness :
The tenements, although low ‘and judely cen.
structed of stakes and mud, were wanm and m-
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modious ; and the nuraerous posts which rose from
the clay floor to support the thatch, served as a
resting-place for shields, and spears, and crooked
swords, which now imparted to the interior the
semblance of an extcnsive armoury. Every thing
was in a state of utter confusion and uproar. Large
droves of wild shaggy horses, and clusters of fiery
savages were grouped on the plain outside. The
ringing shout of the warrior mingled with the neigh
of his war-steed, and the din and the clatter of
household avocations resounded from the interior
of cvery  hut. To add to the bustle, the Galla
females were running from house to house, with
their long raven tresses streaming over their bare
_shoulders ; whilst their short lecther petticoats,
with embroidered flounces, displayed the well-
shaped limbs and ¢he graceful form, for which the
tribe are so justly famed.

In every nook large carthen jars, and wicker
" baskets, filled with grain, were storcd in readiness
o supply the demands for food, as each tribe
poured” in to the general gathering of the clans.
Black eyes peered wildly over the grinding-mill
and the cauldron ; and the merry laugh at the novel
appearance of the motley throng, with the sup-
nressed scream of delight from the timid maiden,
arose frequentiy from the dark corners of the hovels.
Preparations were making for hospitality on the
most extensive scale. A successful forcy had that
very. morni})g returned laden with spoil, and the
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king of the Amhira had for once amply supplied
the table of his revolted lieges.

Crowded around the cheerful blaze’ of a fierce
fire that was crackling in the centre of the largest
building, sac a scorc of persons, who were® begulling
the time until the entertainmenf should be ready,
by discussing the daring escape of Meddko, and the
success which would assuredly attend the move-
ment of the morrow. The dress of the greater
number of these men was the usual cotton cloth,
black and soiled with the grease of %years; but the
accumulated Massive ivory rings upon the arm, the
ostrich-feather floating over matted locks, and the
spoils of thelion and the lcopard dangling over the
back, proclaimed the presende of the éhieftains of
the land. Their gaunt frames and supple limbs”
betokened a life of activity and endurance, and their
restless eyes gleamed over the fire with all the quick
suspicion of tl = savage. .

The black bull-hide formed the only covering to®
the host of attendants that thronged behind thet”
respective lords, and a few Amhdra robes Haunted
in white end crimson, amidst the sombre vest-
ments of the Galla group. DBut Medéko and his
sons, in stature above all their compeers, appeared
in the full costume of the Christian warridrs of
Efat. .

Decked in silver gauntlets and armlets, with the
graceful akoddma hanging in dlitteripg clusters
over their manly brows, the master-sp'lrits of othe
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scene were easily to be distinguished. The usual
robe of peace had been well replaced by the skin
- of the tawny lon, which nearly reached the ground.
Fastened on one side around the sinewy throat, it
* allowed full freedom to ‘the right .arm, and only
~ partially concealed the rich silk vest, and loose kilt-
- like trowsers, which hung barely to the knee.
The kindling fuel of insurrection had indeed been
well fanned-—ancient * wrangs were fully brought
to mind, and vengeance was hberally promised.
Few were therc present who had not suffered either
in person or in property, from the*midnight ap-
pearance of the Christian despot. Hereditary feud
and quarrel had therefore been laid aside on the
soul-inspirihg words of the chief, and the weapons
“had been eagerly stized in a common cause, at the
thoughts of the devastatipn which ever marked the
bloody track of the Amhdra host.
Thesé™ Galla tribes dwell with their horses in
* boundless prairies, engaged, some in the cultivation
‘vs the fruitful soil, and others in the pasturage of
their htimerous flocks, but all are ever ready on the
moment to mount for the battle or the foray.
Baggage and hospital are unknown to the wild
-array, and rations are found when requlred among
the prundered herds of the enemy. A scrip of to-
bacco forms ihe only luxury in camp. A greasy
cloth enfolds by day and night the body of each
brawny savatre Lance, and sword, and shield,
cotgplete hls_equlpment ; and the hardy host, leader
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and partisan, sleep withoute cover on the cold bare
ground.

The wild hordes from the boundless plaing of the
I4iwash, under the gigantic Wodage Girmé, first
poured in their warriors. The depths of«the Moolo
Filada forests next swelled the*numbers, and the
heights of Entétto and Sequila had completed the
rebel foree, cager for spail and for revenge, which
was rcady to cover the land with desolation on the
orrow. -

The sacrifice fo the Great Spirie had been that
afternoon pesformed by the priest with every favour-
able result, and the preparations for the feast of
departure were now completed. Bullocks and sheep
were slaughtered by the score on the green meadow,
and beside each carcass an abyndance of bread and®
beer were deposited for the igppatient guests, who
immediatelv  grouped around the food, and with
keen hnives commenced the attack. A long wicker |
table had been pliced in the centre of the largest
apartment, and deep earthen vessels, filled with the®
pepper soup, were ranged in double line down the
widdle, whilst cakes of every description thickly
covered the surface. The chicf took his station at
the top, and the guests were squatted on their hams
on cither side. Slave boys, on their kneces$, sup- |
-ported huge jars of sour beer, amd the femalés,
perched upon adjoining bedsteads, were ready to
dole out the more potent liquor. ¢

The steam of the bowls, conta.mmg 2 dccoct;on of
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fowls, red pepper, oniows, and grease, together with
the more offensive effluvia from fifty rancid heads
and as many unwashed persons, were endured with
the most stoical indifference ; and the fecble light of
a few tapers that gliamered faintly through the
smoke, was just suflicient to reveal the rows of eager
faces in earnest preparation, and the gleam of the
sharp teeth whetting for the entertainment.

The hum of voices in low conversation ceased on
the moment, when the host, dipping a fragment of
bread intoc one of the large bowls, dropped the
savoury morsel into his elevated wouth. Every
hand forthwith felt its way to the provender, and
the loud smacking of satisfied lips succeeded the
suppressed chatter ofetongues. Servants, bending
%ver the guests, amply supplied their wants, by
tearing the bread with their hands, and after a
plunge into the porridge, consigning the dripping
morsel to the first empty fingers that were pro-
<ruded. No fork or spoon graced the festive board.
¥o conversation now enlivened the scene. All sat
like silert wolves engaged in a plentiful repast, con-
sidering thtat one thing at a time was sufficient for
man.

The delicate raw meat was next introduced, and
the dfsmembered limbs of sheep and oxen were
placed as a dessert upon the groaning board. The:
servants threw themselves upon the flesh, and draw-
ing _their long crocked knivés from their girdles, cut
ande }1acked *the bjoody joints into small squares,
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which were received from their fingers, and bolted
with the greatest satisfaction, until nature cried
enough. Then commenced the deep caréuse. Horn
after horn was drained. The presiding dcities over
the liquor jars were unceasingly employedein sesving
out their contents, and as the bra#in reeled under the
influence of strong old mead, the words of contempt
burst from every lip. ““ Who is the King of Shoa,
that he should trample upon men braver than him-
self? Here is our protector and avenger. Meddko
is our leader, and he alone shall be our king!” But
the nproar, which for a time rose wildly from the
hut, gradually died away as the horn was carried
with a more unsteady hand to the mouth. Warrior
after warrior stretched himsélf to sleep beside the
cleanly picked relics of his reeking feast ; and chjef”
after chicf, staggering a few paces from the table,
drew his garraent over his head, and resigned himself
to a heavy shumber. T



CHAPTER XVL.
MASSACRE OF THI CHRISTIANS AT CHERKOS.

ThE verdant mead~ws of the Shoan district of
Diggee are strangely crossed and intersected by
low chains of barren rock, with here and there an
isolated hillock crowned by the abode ‘of the Chris-
tian farmer; whilst between each little eminence
rolls the lazy brook, winding sluggisl'lly over the
flowery plaf, as if reserving its cnergies for the
%Yhpndering leap into the great chasm of the Chécha.

Broken, craggy, and desolate, this mighty abyss
sinks upwards of a thousand feet abruptly from the
plain. Its giant sdes are in part slightly fringed
‘with moss or sweet-scented thyme ; and a few small
Neis dot the narrow ledges; but the wolf and the
hyiwena® ¢hiefly tenant the dark fissures, whilst the
vulture screams her death note over the yawning
gulf. Superstition has wrapped the beetling cliff
and the gloomy ravine in her dark embrace, for
here fhe captive toils in the bowels of the earth to
procure the stubborn iron. The clang of the dreaded
smith disturbs the stillness of day; and the chant of
the hymn rises solemnly in’ the morning mist from
the adjacenf’ church of the Saviour, which stands
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embosomed in a dark grove ®f junipers. Far down
in the bottom, the Chiacha appears like the small
murmuring mill-stream, although the iccumulated
waters of a broad plateau are there rolling on to
swell the mighty Nile; and at frequent inferval® the
mountain torrents pour their triblite over the frown-
ing scarp, which for miles forms the impregnable
fortification of the land.

Near the commencement of this stupendous pre-
cipice, and barely a gunshot from its brink, stands
Angollila, the Galla capita) of the *%kingdom, com-
manding the’ upper pass into the Christian land.
Three small hills which rise abruptly from the
plain, and enclose a circular area, had been judi-
ciously selected as a site by "the wary founder, but_
the scttlement was at this datedn all the disorder-of
infancy. Orly a few hundred %ovels, composed of
most flinsy materials, had been hastily erected on
the sloping s.des of two of the hillocks; but the
smallest was distiuguished by the more imposing
edifice dedicated as a church to the Ark of the IT8iy
Covenant, and its table summit was crowiléd with
an ample 1esidence for the Negoos. ,

A few trees raised their stunted heads above the
thatch of the various kitchens and storehouses,
which were crowded thick over the crest, and the
‘flowering umbdr threw a broad zpne df fragrant lilac
blossoms around the royal buildings. Stones and
rocks, strewed plentifully in every diregtion by_th=
hand of nature, formed a considerablg’ impedishent
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to the rapid advance of' horsemen ; and stout heavy
wooden palings, which descended in a double or
treble row far down the slope, completcly screened
the inmates against any sudden surprise from the
border foe.

A wide meadow stretches from the palace tumulus
to the very brink of the abyss; and on the opposite
height is situated the lovely village of Chérkos,
which, from its beacy, had been formerly designated
by the Galla ¢ The Queen of the Hill.”” Sheltered
by a magnificent grove of evergreens, the hamlet
overlooked the pleasant slope which extends to the
verge of the precipice, gaily diversified with rich
fields of cultivation and plots of green pasture land.
It had been captured from the heathen by the last

ing of Shoa; and zlthough colonised by favourite
Christians of the court, the revenues were bestowed
upon the cliurch of the Saviour, which had been
erected immediately below the village, in the dark
depths of the Chicha ravine, and which was now
Uitder the direction and guidance of Father Asrat.

The hazy sun had sunk beyond the dark waters
of the muddy Nile; the rivulets were trickling in
discoloured streams from the surrounding hillocks,
to form a temporary lake in the enclosed amphi-
theatré, and each reeking thatch sent up its tribute
to the cloud of' thick mist, which was fast settling
over the low hills of Angollila. The meadow
bronks were swollen to the brim, and the long
plairis, brilliant with verdure, presented a pleasing
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prospect to the eye, althouh a most treacherous
surface to the incautious foot. The monsoon was
indeed raging in violence over the land ;° and accord-
ing to custom, the monarch, thinly attended by his
household officers and establishment, alon& occubied
the palace. All the governors ahd great men had
taken leave and departed to their respective pro-
vinces, the capital was well nigh deserted, and as
night closed in, the few remaining scrf inhabitants
were seeking a dry corner in their frail huts, to
shiver through the weary hours of datkness.

As the modn of the wind is heard preceding the
coming storm, so the hum of a confused multitude
first struck upon the practised ear of the vigilant.
The alarm was quickly spread by the fitrce baying
of the dogs. The chant of &he singer suddenly ~
ceased withir the palace, ande the king, followed
by all his attendants, rushgd to the southern
palisade. Then was distinctly heard the clattering
of hoofs over the opposite hcights above the®
Chicha, as the pagan host surrounded the @&
voted hamlet of Chérkos. The glare of Iitht and
the faint wreath of smoke next succecded, as the
torch spread from hut to hut. The wind blew cold
and gusty, and the flames wheeling in fearful eddics
through the mist, revealed at intervals the cliff ang
the crag, and the peaceful chyrch *reposing amid
the dark grove of junipers, lntherto unpolluted by
the foot of the Gentile.

The wild shout of triumph, mmglmﬂ Wlth.’the
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shrill shriek of despait, now rolled in fitful notes
across the intervening plain. The whole firmament
was illuminéd by the flames of the burning village,
and they were witnessed in terror by the assembled
inmates of the palace; for the sacred precincts of
the church itsclf® had now been invaded, and a
group of priests in thLeir last cxtrcmity could be
distinctly seen, surrounded by a mass of the savage
foe. But the next eddy of mist from the boiling
cauldron that was interposed, shrouded the scene.
The priest Astrit shuddered at the thoughts of his
narrow escape, for he had only that morning quitted
* the sacred shelter. But the eyeball was in vain
strained to see what was passing. Darkness ren-
. dered its ciforts abortive. By degrses the flame
expired, and one herrid shout of exultation from
ten thousand wild #hroats rose over hill and dale,
in earnest that the work of slaughter had been well
finished for that nizht, and that numbers were not
“wanting for the morrow.
 “Hurry and confusion reigned throughout the
capital.” The king was advised to avail himself of
the protection of darkness, and retire to Ankdber;
but his evening dream had been pleasant, and he
was buoyed up by the words of the strong monk.
«Shall I leave my children in the day of their
distress,” he ‘exclaimed, ‘‘and the seat of my
fathers to be polluted by the accursed touch of the
rebel? No; death is preferable to such disgrace.”
Thes royal ' gates «opened to receive the terrified
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inhabitants, who came’ flocking up the hill. Every
matchlock was lowered from the walls of the great
hall, and distributed amongst the youmg and able-
bodied. Doors were barred afid barricaded, and
sufficient means of defence for a time eemed to
have miraculously sprung from¢ the untenanted
location.

The pens of the scribes were now wielded with
vigour ; and as each tiny letter, or token, or en-
treaty, was handed for approval, the wild horse-
man mounted on the moment, ande hislong hair
streamed in* the night breeze, as, floundering
through the muddy outlet, he dashed at speed
over the eastern plain.

The pressing call for aid flew quick through the
land. The love and the fear of the king brought”
governor and vassal to the reseue; and as hatred
of the rebel’s insolence stimulated even the dullest
to action, loi.g before morn{ng numerous bands
from the immediate vicinity had formed, on the~
meadow, a living barrier between the beleaguered”
monarch and his stern foe.

VOL. 1I. K
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CHAPTER XVII.
BATTLE OF ANGOLLALA.

THE day dawned, and there remained nothing of
the late beautiful village of Chérkos. Death and
desolation had spread to the very gates of the
capital, and the rocky ridge was covered with a
dark mass of the Galla host. But the plains were
too miry to support the weight of man and horse ;
and after an ineffecttial attempt frem one or two
“smpall parties, the cloud of war settled again upon
the scenc of slaughser.

Frightful indeed was the sight which met the
gaze of the Ambhéra, as they took their position in
“front of the plundered village on the frowning
“scurp of the ravine. The opposite crags were
studded with the mangled bodies of their murdered
compatrio'ts. Men, women, and children, had been
ruthlessly sacrificed, and the thousand favoured
inhabitants of a pleasant abode now lay stark and
welteting among the rocks, where the strength of
the fierce pagan had hurled them. The heaving of
an arm here and there evinced that the spark of
life still remained*in some ; but the chasra was im-
passable to'the foot of man, and the wolf and
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hyzna lay undisturbed, gorged and glutted after
their reeking festival.

The sun shone brightly for the few®days fol-
lowing the appearance of the Yeathen host, and
the surface of the muddy meadow had recovared
its wonted consistency. Both paties were anxious
for the_ combat which was to decide the question
of supremacy, for both were equally hard-pressed
for the means of subsistence. With their usual
reckless indifference to the future, the Galla had
wasted the country, and rio.ted in 1% destruction.
The supplies Brought to the royal camp were nearly
exhausted ; and the king, galled by the presence of
the rebellious array within sight of his capital,
having now succeeded in %ssembling a much
superior force, resolved upon giving battle on the
Morrow. .

Prayers and psalms had begn recited the live-
long night—vews were made at every shrine in
the kingdom —and the ark of the cathedral of St. *
Michael had been transported from Ankéber under
a canopy of red cloth, to shed its holy influence
over the Christian army. At an early hour the
king, under the shade of the velvet umbrellas, sur-
rounded by his chiefs, nobles, and high-priests,
and preceded by kettle-drums and wind in8tru-_
thents, issued from the palace gateway, and with
his band of matchlockmen, took up a position about
a mile from the town. * . .

During the night, detachments had heen steadily

k2 °
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moving from every cirection to this fixed point.

Column after column streamed through the valley,
or poured down the sloping hill; and as the day
broke, the warriors of Amhdra formed a deep line
~of ‘horse and fout on either side of the monarch,
one narrow plain®and the river Chacha alone sepa-
rating them from the enemy. Nor were the Galla
in any way slow to take their station, bnstfmg ina
dark front along the opposite ridge, where the
tall figure of the rebel was distinctly to be observed,
marshalling his wild forces for the coming fray.

The battle commenced by repeaicd discharges
from the king’s gunmen; but the distance was too
great for execution, and a shout of derision an-
swered each impotefit volley. The gigantic Tun-
Kaiye first pressed Jforward to the close encounter,
and the cavaliers of Shoa were not slow in following
his example, for many fought under the eyes of
their wives and 'children—all for the honour of the
king, and the glory of true religion.

-.Down came the pagan host like the rushing blast,
and tlte stones flew far under the clatter of their
hoofs. But they were fiercely met by the long-
bladed spears of the Amhdira, and every inch of
ground was for once stoutly contested. The roar
of the foaming cataract, which thundered within
ﬁfty yards of ihe hattle-field, was lost in the hoarse
yells which rung through 'the air. The rocky
bed proved for a time the scene of slaughter, and
the, turbid waters receiving numbers of dying and
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wounded wretches, hufried them to eternity. At
length, each individual singling out his foe, the
contest assumed the confused appear’ance of a
chance medley. The sharp lance met with little
opposition from the cotton robe; and deprived® of
other weapons, Christian and Galla, grappling
stoutly together, fought with sword and knife, and
in the fury of the moment, and in the excitement
of the struggle, many rolled over the frowning
scarp, clinging tightly together in the last embrace
of death. . «

Meddko and his gallant sons were everywhere
in the thickest of the fight. His shout, rising high
over the storm, animated the faint-hearted, and his
presence roused to new life ahd exertioh the suc-
cessful partisan. Many of the Amhara bands were
already reeling from the repeated shock of the wild
riders of the lddwash, when syddenly, in the very
heat of the actiun, a large body of warriors, clothed
in black mantles, and armed with long heavy spear:, '
rushed down the hill on foot, and, prostrating them-
selves as they passed the royal umbrellas, de§cénded
fresh into the arena. The fierce inhabitants of
Mans had sped to the rescue from their hercditary
estates, and their savage ferocity and reckless
bravery was well known throughout the land._
The relations and the household relainers of the
rebel attempted to breast the storm, but they were
scattered like autumnal leaves before the angry
blast ; and the chief arrived to the spccour olly
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to behold the spot strewed with the bodies of his
stoutest partisans, and to witness his beloved son,
the youthful Hailoo, sink before his eyes, transfixed
by a dozen spear-blades. A panic seized the pagans ;
and, dismayed und broken-hearted, they fled tumul-
tuously in every direction.

In vain Medoke performed the most incredible
acts of valour—his voice had now lost its charm;
and, crippled by a wound in his shoulder — his
proud heart swelling with indignation—he at
length percetved that_the fortune of the day was
not to be retrieved. Cutting his way single-handed
through the squadrons of the enemy, he also gave
the loose rein to his horse, and scoured over the
hills. ' )

« The sun had reached the meridian when the hot
pursuit commenced, and the arm of vengeance was
not stayed until lqng after his sinking below the
‘western horizon." Every Amhdra spear was drip-
ping in blood to the haft. The stain of gore was
of every cheek, and as the weary warrior returned
frcm ‘the massacre, the chest of his jaded war-steed
was ornamented with the cloth of the accursed Gen-
tile, whose body he had left to the fangs of the wild
beast.
. After galloping for some miles with the few
chiefs who had escaped from the fatal field, a short
halt was allowed to refresh the horses, and Medoko
proclaimed his intention of accompanying the party
no. further.. Asylum and assistance were offered
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in vain; the stout heart of the rebel had been
quelled by the late heavy loss he had sustained,
and for a time at least he bows,d to the power of
the monarch of Shoa. Short was the moment
allowed for the explanation, and after a hufried part-
ing and a hope for better days,the band mounted '
and pressed on.

Meddko and his surviving son Chdra, now com-
menced the more difficult undertaking of threading
their path back again among the advancing Amhéra;
but a perfect knowledge of the loealitiés enabled
them to take *advantage of every hill and hollow.
After many weary hours of a,nx1ety they passed the
capital undiscovered, and urging their horses to
speed, took the road to Ankéber. The'Beréza was
swollen and unfordable, but their gallant steeds sue-
cessfully breasted the rushing waters. The king’s
watchmen had left their cold ppsts, in order to take
shelter from .he cutting blast,* before the riders
swept down the rocky defile of the Chdka, towards
the wooded sides of Mamrat ; and long ere the votce
of the brotherhood had risen in the matir ‘chant,
the rebels had been formally admitted to sanctuary,
and were safely reposing in the sacred monastery of
Affaf Woira.
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CHAPTER XVIII.
TRAGIC END OF MEDOKO.

IN an open glade. at the foot of the great mountain
range, stands the church of Affaf Woira, and the
tenement of Avba Saldma, its superior, enclosed by
a rough stone wall. Numerous huts are scattered
in clusters over a wooded eminence, which rises on
the steep side of the river, and here the indolent
brothers, ‘

g
‘ Beneath the shade of melancholy boughs,
Lose and neglect the creeping hours of time.”

An air of the most perfect repose usually per-
vades the scene. The inmates are alike indifferent
to-the blast of winter and to the cares of life. Ma-
jestic ‘trees tower high overhead, yielding undis-
turbed protection to the vulture and the white ibis.
The “monk of the wood,” the Guréza ape, there
displays his variegated coat floating in peace
amongst the mossy brancnes; and whilst every
breath from béneath wafts up the perfumed air, the
lazy monk of the monastery, during the entire day,
bagks in the sun' amidst the bright flowers of na-
ture’s growth, gazing in apathy on the sparkling
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stream which steals throughsthe forest, half hid in a
fringe of the willow and the bamboo.

But bustle and confusion for once disturbed this
dreamy repose. The priests Bad been engaged in
noisy choir, and the sacred drum had .resoupded
since dawn of day. At length ¢he portals of the
hallowed edifice were thrown open, and the holy
procession, under the thundering chorus of an
Abyssinian psalm, moved over the bright green-
sward. The gay umbrellas of the church, rich in
satin and silver, led the van, and thg corpulent Su-
perior, in his white cottdn robes, followed the
insignia, bestriding a sleek mule decked in metal
chains and tinkling bells. At his side marched the
bearers of the straight falchiens, sheathed in scab-
bards of polished silver. A bapd of priests fo]lowed -
with their heads swathed in folds of white cotton,
and their persons wrapped in black weollen cloaks,
profusely stu.'ded with blood-rgd crosses and other
emblems of Ghristianity ; and closing the procession
strode two hundred stout dirty monks, clothed in, the
skin of the wild antelope, with their shaven heads
enveloped in dark greasy cloths, each cartying in his
hand a small iron cross, and joining the tribute of
his lusty throat to the deafening chant. Dell and
dingle rung again as the psalm increased in violence,
and the cavalcade, threading the mtricacies of tfle "
wood, proceeded on its mission of mercy, to implore
pardon for the rebel whio had thrown himself on the
protection of the monastery. ) i
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The conference with the raonarch was long and
stormy. The royal vengeance, though far from
being appesred, was curbed by a fear of the Church,
and more particularly so at the present juncture,
when religious disputes regarding the two natures of
Christ were beginring to excite an unusual ferment
in many parts of the kingdom. An unwilling par-
don was at length extorted, and the triumphant
monks returned amidst the joyful acclamations of
the female inhabiiants of Shoa, whose shrill voices
are raised on every possible occasion, and whose
feelings were in the prefent instance enlisted in the
behalf of their old favourite. The trip also would
appear to have been profitable to the holy fathers,
for it was currently reported that one half of the re-
maining wealth of Meddko was the stipulated price
to be paid for this mpnastlc intercession.

The nature of Abyssinian custom impels the hum-
bled grandee to temppt again the slippery ladder of
power ; and disgraced for a time, the courtier, bending
aiis yeck to the misfortune, dances attendance on his
capricions master until fickle fortune smiles upon
his fallen coundition. Unless enjoying the .favour of
the monarch, and basking in the sunshine of the
court, he is held of no account whatever; and the
quiet rctirement of country life is despised and de-
tested by a race who are ignorant of its pleasures,
and possess neither amusements nor intellectual
resources. .

Tke propenv and estates of Meddko had not been
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confiscated, and months rolled quietly along as day
after day he took his station among the courtiers in
waiting ; but the eye of the monarch was turned in
cold indifference upon his fSrmer favourite, and
there were not wanting counsellors to whisper deeds
of blood into his ear. Besides the father con-
fessor, the haughty chief had other enemies who
were chafed at the sight of the numerous band of
well-equipped followers that Meddko still enter-
tained upon his ample means. Many also had lost
relations during the rebellion, and, misfortune had
not abated one atom of the imperious demeanour
which ever characterised the chief.

The feast of Méskal was now approaching, and it
being rumoured that honours and government were
to be again bestowed upon ‘‘the murderer of the
Amnhara,” as the rebel was denominated among.the
conspiring Land, measures were taken to counteract
the royal in‘ention, if such ‘had really been enter-
tained. The most odious calumnies were industrr
ously circulated ; fresh accusations of dislogalty

ewere daily carried to the palace; andethe mo-
narch, hourly assailed on every side, at.length re-
solved to test the feelings of his vassal, by the offer
of an inferior post in the unhealthy country of
Giddem. .

For the last time the gallant hief at the hed"
of his followers swept up the palace hill of Angol-
l4la, and leaving, according to the etiquette, his son
Chéra, together with his retainers, # the midule
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court-yard, where shields and“spears must be depo-
sited, Meddko crossed the enclosure, and alone and
unattended entered the inner wicket.

On the several fales of the inner square are the
entrances to the principal buildings of the palace.
The great hall of entertainment on one side faces
the king’s stables on the other, and the artificers’
workshops stand opposite the balcony of justice;
but all are connected by stone walls and stout
palisades, ‘through which private wickets lead to
the interior apartrpents. His Majesty had not yet
taken his seat in publi¢, but the usual throng of
people were lounging about the yard, or seated on
the rough bedsteads which line one corner, for the
convenience of the great.
= Meddko had hardly, taken his solitary seat, when
wreathed in smiles the father confessor approached
his victim. V\/h]sperlmr in his ear the intentions
of the king, he strongly advised him to reject
the proposal with scorn; and no sooner had he
énded than the four conspiring chiefs advanced
from the-intcrior, bearing the royal preferment tos
the country’ which was so thoroughly detested, and
which had been hitherto offered only to men of low
degree.

The+*royal presentation, although received with
the impatient durl of the lip, and an indignant
breathing from the distended nostril, was declined
in courteous terms—*‘The slave of the king de-
sires 'only to' be near the person of his master.”
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But far diffcrent was® the Msolent answer carried
back to the monarch, whose superstitious feelings
were further irritated by the previols discourse
and forebodings of the monk; *for a black bullock
had been discovered lying dead at the threshold
of the gateway, portending that on that day an
untimely fate awaited some one within the royal
precincts.

For a time no word escaped the moody lip of the
monarch. His features remained fixed and still;
but a withering glance from his solitary eye shot
over the bantl as he dismissed them from his pre-
sence with the cutting remark, ¢ That they were
all traitors alike, and lazy cravens to boot.”

The hint was sufficient fo Guffa Woosen, the
Dedj Agafdri, a man who stickled at no atroqity‘
to gratify his master and to Serve his own ends.
After a hurried and mysteriqus consultation with
six others cqually unprincipled as himself, they
proceeded together into the outer court-yard. Ap-
proaching by degrees, the band surrounded thesbed"
of the chief, who was lulled into fatal secuTl'ty by a
message that the king was about to appear to re-
ceive in person the refusal of office in Giddem, and
whilst bandying a joke about the frail tenure of
the dungeons of Géncho, five long-bladed “knives
were suddenly sheathed to thg hil! in his brawny
back.

Undaunted to the death, Medbko reared himself
with difficulty from his couch, and }us good stord
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flashed instantaneously from the scabbard. He had
been unwarily caught in the toils; but, like the
wounded liofi, he stood fiercely at bay, and some of
the hunters paid dearlv for their treacherous sport.
In the hout of battle his sword had seldom required
a second blow, arfd as the trenchant blade now
fiercely descended into the neck of the chief con-
spirator, the head of Guffa Woosen for a moment
drooped upon the shculder, and in the next his
lifeless trunk fell heavily to the ground. Again
the ruddy ‘steek gleamed overhead, but the energy
was fast fleeting from the stout sirfew, and Se-
linko, although marked for life with a desperate
slash over the face, succeeded with the remnant of
lus cowardly’ ruffians fn basely escaping from the
“scene. A general rush and scramble now ensued
for the tops of wall¢ and houses; and from these
elevated places of secprity, savage yells proclaimed
the perpetration of-the dastardly deed. The king
Seized a double-barrelled gun from the wall, lest the
‘Tnighty warrior should attempt to storm the harem ;

and a high tribute was paid to the single arm whlch
had thus cleared the court.

Desperately wounded, the chief now staggered
across the yard, fainting and falling more than once
gge h€ reached the gateway. No doorkeeper re-
mained to dispute .the egress, and as yet none
dared to cross the path of the stricken brave.
One little epclosufe alone separated him from his
devoted followgrs, bt his strength was fast sinking
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with the welling blodd, artd after swaying for a
time from side to side, utterly exhausted, he fell,
with a groan, upon his knee in the last pangs of
death.

Tunkaiye, the great bulwark of the tHrone,*was
the first who recovered from th& panic, and cau-
tiously advancing with the chosen of the Amhéra
chivalry, he beheld through the wicket the situation
of the chief. Rushing through the door, he dealt
a blow from behind on the neck of the recumbent
figure, and the head sunk to rise ne more. One
faint strugglé of the right arm was alone to be
distinguished, and one word was indistinctly mur-
mured amidst the gurgling of the flowing blood ;
for the long knives of the asdassins had penetrated
into a brave heart, and the victory over the king’s
enemy had been already achievetl.

Crowds now rushed to the,spot, and the limbs
were hacked to pieces by the miserable poltroons
amidst the coarsest ribaldry and mirth. One wretch,
as he thrust his crooked knife into the late brillmnt
eye, exclaimed, “ How is it that my fatir now
bears the bite without power to brush away the
gnat? ” and another, after succeeding with dlﬂicu]ty
in hewing through the iron muscles of the stout
arm, declared, with a laugh, that the skin bf an_
elephant was composed of less tough ‘material.”

Deprived of their weapons, and of the countenance
of the mighty fallen, Medéko’s son &nd followers spr-
rendered on the first summons ; and a dog, carrying
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off his father’s hand, brushell past young Chira as
he entered the murderous court-yard. Stones and
sticks weré*still being expended on the remains of
mortality which were strewed in every direction.
All* hum#n resemblance had already been entirely
effaced, and a deep pool of blood remained to mark
the dire tragedy.

To this hour the stain is settled upon the spot ;
and it is daily befor: the eyes of the perpetrators
of the outrage. The stern warrior is never men-
tioned within ¢he precincts of the palace, and rich
offerings are continually made to all-the churches
in the land, to dissipate the unpleasant dreams
which too frequently haunt the royal couch. But
although the name is now used amougst the Am-
héra .only to still the unruly child, the gallant
Meddko is the darkng theme of the roving Galla.
The heathen female draws the long tress across
her flashing eye at- the recollection of hLis fate; and
“ the chief yet thinks with respect of the brave spirit
" who could quell the feud and the intestine quarrel,
and who had led the wild host with success, to spoil
the dominions of the Christian despot.
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CHAPTER XIX.
TIIE GALLA BORDERS.—PROCLAMATION OF WAR.

SnortLY after our departure from Ankdber, a
robbery was committed in the residency; and the
delinquents having been daly traced out by the
Lebishi, were sent in chains to Angollila, and
incarcerated in one of the palace court-yards. The
principal party proved to beea slave of the king,
aided and abetted by a scribe, who had been for
some time employed in copyipg manuscripts for
Dr. Roth; and the greater portion of the stolen
property was sho-tly returned by, the hands of the
chief smith, who succeeded the disgraced page in
the office of bdldoraba. ** Strangers have visited gne
from a far country,” was the message wherewith
he was charged, ‘“and whilst residing &nder my
protection they have been plundered by my sub-
jects. My name has become tarnished. I have
beaten the culprits with sticks, and shall cut of the

ears of the slave Wooseni, and sell him to the"

merchants of Hurrur.”

Intercession, backed by presents was successfully
made with the king and queen,_ in belfalf of the
offender, a lad of ten years of age and he was libe-

VOL. 11. L
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rated after severe castigation. “ God must be angry
with me,” sobbed the juvenile thief, who had once
before been dctected beneath a bed with a pair of
scissors in his posccssion—*‘ God must be angry
with me, for I have only twice attempted to rob, and
on hoth occasions have I been punished.”

Among the articles stolen, which consisted chiefly
of beads, were sovereigns of William the Fourth
and of Queen Victo.ia, and suspicions arising in the
royal mind that these were not of gold, as asserted
by Lieutenant Barker, Tlis Majesty proposed testing
the metal by the ordeal of fire. A coin of the former
reign was accordingly thrust into the forge, and
having then been immersed in water, was broken
with a chiscl by the conclave of smiths. < Call
you this English gbld?” exclaimed the Negoos:
“here then is a piece of Abyssinian gold for you,”
—and throwing upoun the ground the brass foil of a
sword scabbard, he laughed immoderately. A four-
penny piece was then exhibited, as a somewhat more
portable and commodious medium of exchange than
blocks of “ossil salt, and the figure on the obverse im-
mediately elicited the inquiry whether the queens of
England went forth with their armies to battle, since
Britannia was equipped with spear and shield, and
was about to set a saréti' in her crown like the
warrior king of the Ambhira.

A quarrel of long standing between Ayto Melkoo

! The saréti is a sprig of wild asparagus worn in Shoa as a
token of victory, as will b2 seen presently.
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and the commander-in-chief of the gun-men, who
ranked among the foremost of the court sycophants,
had been this day brought for adjustmeﬁt before the
royal tribunal. The award beihg found in favour of
the appellant, the Master of the Horse, altlough
a great favourite, was handcuftéd, and imprisoned
in the brewery, but after a few hours’ durance
he was set at large, and his punishment com-
muted to a fine of seven hundred and fifty pieces
of salt. ‘It is of no consequence,” he remarked
somewhat unwisely, 1 shall cargy a*mamalacha
to the ‘commander,’ C'tpt.un Harris, and he will
pay the amount for me.”

This bodst had given occasion to malicious in-
sinuations on the part of his%enemies, #hd after dark
a confidential message was brought to me from the”
palace, to the effect that Ayto Melkoo stood sus-
pected of councealing certaip ‘ pleasing things’
understood to nave been received from my hands.
But this imputation, which, if confirmed, must havé
involved disgrace and confiscation of property;
proved, fortunately for the accused, to'have no
foundation.

A better instance could scarcely have been ad-
duced to illustrate the fleeting and precarious nature
of the despot’s smiles. The mother of this tdttering
favourite, a native of Ambasel in' the province of
Lasta, was for many years the mistress of Hatzé
Yasoo, then Emperor of Gondat, on whose demise
she became an inmate of the seraglio of ° Asta

L2°
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Woosen. Ayto Widi, ihe distinguished Galla go-
vernor of Angolldla, being thrown into prison by
the latter monarch, contrived to solace himself with
the presence of the lady, and the Master of the
Horse was che result of the intrigue. No disgrace
whatever attaching o his illegitimate origin, he was
regarded in the light of a member of the royal
family ; and, being brought up in the palace, has suc-
ceeded during three several reigns in maintaining
a position at court, which might now have been
sacrificed by the. clandestine possession of a dozen
ells of English broad-cloth. The amende was, never-
theless, made to him in the course of a few days, by
the addition of another village to his landed pos-
sessions at Doba.

Such paltry proofs,of espionage were invariably
followed by some espécial token of the royal good-
will, ushered in by a goat, or a jar of honey, as a
peace-offering. In thlb instance, after thc despot
had been fully satistied of the groundless nature of
his sarmises, 1 received a special invitation to ac-
company ‘njm the next day on a shooting excursion,
a Galla ram, the size of a well-grown calf, having
first been thrust into the tent by the bearer of the
message—the dirty page Besibeh—who, as usual,
c,arxnposed himself to sleep in a corner after the due
performance of his exrand.

Saturday, being the Jewish Sabbath, brings rest
from. all labour, and is invariably devoted by the
king ‘to excursions cbroad. Starting on horseback
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at an early hour, a .gallop. of several miles led us

across the Chécha, and over the border,of the Galla
dependencics, to an extensive,ebut narrow sheet of
water, where an otter had lately been seen. ‘It has
hands, and nails, and fingers likg a man,”” observed
the monarch gravely, ‘“ and a head like a black dog,
and a skin like velvet ; and it builds its house at the
bottom of the river, and plucks grass, and washes it
in the water ; and all my people thought it was the
devil, and would destroy them with strong medicine.
Now is this animal found is your country, and how
do they call its name ?”’

We amused ourselves by killing snipe, much to
the cntertainment of the mgnarch, who displayed
little talent for shooting birds on the wing, and
made no sccret of many very upsportsmanlike idcas.
Numerous ducl.s and geese soon arrested his atten-
tion. Drawing up with his rétiyuc, and resting his
weapon over the shoulder of an attendant to insures
steady aim, he kept up a murderous fire with ball,:
shot, and slugs, during a full half hour. Thg weatber
was passing cold, and ever and anon Hi§ Majesty
blew his nose betwixt his thumb and fore-finger,
and wiped them on the mantle of the governor of
Bulga, who eagerly proffered it for acceptance. A
serious ditinution in the numerical &trength of thé
feathered fools resulted in no atlempt to take flight
or even to shift position: Incredible though it may
appear, the living still paddled among?the floafing
carcasses of their slaughtered cemrades, as if nothing
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had happened, until the destroyer, weary of perse-
cuting the ‘! unclean birds,” which were not even
taken out of the wa‘er, remounted and crossed the
country at speed to ¢ wide meadow, traversed by the
serpentine Chacha,
Bald coots were here playing at hide-and-seek,
whilst red-headed divers peeped warily forth for an
instant, as the noisy cavalcade advanced. The
spoonbill, and the liather-nccked ibis of Egyptian
veneration, displayed their white plumage along the
sedge-grown borders. ‘The heron, the snakebird,
and the redshank, waded through the shallow drifts ;
and geese, widgcon, teal, and mallard, rose whirring
in the air at every stepy. But amidst all this inviting
variety, the snowy egret was the object of the king’s
ambition; and alth(:)ugh, after many unsuccessful
attempts, he failed in adorning his head with her
unsullied plumes, heretired perfectly satisfied with
Jhis skill as a rlﬂeman, after a long stray shot had
. perfurated the eye of an ‘“ alata furda.” This is
a glgant,lc slate-coloured crane, with eccentric red
wattles; aud several pairs that were marching over
the mead had previcusly elicited most notable dis-
plays of gunmanship on the part of Ayto Berkie
and athers of the royal favourites.

™ Abougiz Marttch, with his feudal train of Abitchu,
joined the cortege as it passed Wona-badéra, his seat
of government. [The treeless expanse passed over
—4 type o the entire Galla territory north of

. Moolo-Filada, where forest land commences—con-



THE KING'S GATE. 151
)

sists of wide valleys «lothed with a verdant carpet
of grass, clover, and trefoil, which, from their re-
dundant luxuriance, almost impede progress. Every
little intersecting eminence is® completely covered
with flourishing fields of barley and wheat,,and
crowned with villages fortified with strong stock-
ades; and one ancient woira excepted, whose venc-
rable boughs formed in days gone by a trysting-
place to the hostile pagans, not a single bush or tree
was visible during the long ride.

An extensive barrier of loose stones hastily thrown
up during she rebellion of Medoko fortifies the
south-eastern environs of Angolldla; and although
confessedly inferior to the great wall of China, it is
calculated to offer temporary oppositien to horse-
men who are no Nimrods. Sopne of the lower parts *
were cleared by Captain Graham and myself without
the slightest dificulty, and much to His Majesty’s
amazement ; bu* every attempt,on the part of the
Ambhira to follow our example proved a completc
failure. On our return we passed through a pali-=
saded wicket in this breastwork, which is -«hgmﬁed
with the title of “the King’s Gate,” and. ~forms the
scene of the few public executions that take place.
Chiefs and governors were also accorded the privi-
lege of squeezing through with the crowneg head,
but followers and people of loy ddgree were com-
pelled by the stick of the doorkeeper to ado
circuitous route over a belt of stbny h111s adJon‘Elg
which form a continuation of the defendes.
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The ascent to the palace wns accomplished under
a wild choral chant, laudatory of the monarch,
which invariably announces his return from an ex-
cursion abroad. TIlfe road was lined with pilgrims
clothed in, yellow garments, and having each a cross
of blue clay upon his forchead. They had been to
perform their vows, or redecin their pledges left, at
the sanctuary of Debra Libanos’, chief seat of
learning in Shoa, and the renowned scenc of the
miracles of Tekla Haimandt, its founder. Hard
pressed by.his enemies, the patron and lawgiver of
Aithiopia is said to havé leapt through the trunk of
a venerable tree, a seam in which yet vouches for
the truth of the legend that it spontaneously clave
asunder at kis holy bidding, but clos2d to foil the
sacrilegious assailants who sought his lifc. Being
athirst, he prayed urto God, whereupon the arch-
angel Michael, who was his mediator, caused a
fountain to rise at his feet, supplied by the stream
of the river Jordan. A cross which he carried in
nis hand had been swept away during the passage
of a neighbouring torrent, but no sooner did he
curse the waters, than they were dried up, and have
never since flowed above the channel !

The remains of the saint still cast a halo over the
spot ir which they lie interred, and the pool which
he blessed, retdins to this day the property of
cleansing the leper, and healing every disease on

N

? Mount Lebanon.
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either of the three ddys annually devoted to the
commemoration of his birth, death, and ascension.
Famous as the most holy of shrines *throughout
Southern Abyssinia, men of ev.ery rank, from the
monarch to the meanest peasant, if unable toere-
pair thither in person, delegate their substitute with
offerings according to their wealth. Having on his
way bathed in the “ Segga Waddm,” or ¢ river of
flesh and blood”—a tributary to the Nile, formed
by the confluence of the Sina Robi and the Sina
Boka—the pilgrim quatfs the waters of the mineral
well, describee upon his forchead the sacred emblem
of Christianity, and after kissing, at the adjacent
church of St. Mary, a cross which is asserted by
the priesthood to have faller® from hedven, he is
secure against sickness and wifcheraft. The very
earth from Debra Libanos is tarried away as an
antidote to malndics, and all who meet the returning
pilgrim, fall prostrate upon thesground, and kiss
the dust from off his {eet.

No sooner had His Majesty entered the palace-
gate, than the sound of the imperial keitdé-drum
announced the presence of the herald, and crowds
collected to listen to the roval edict. Standing
upon the hill-side beneath the shadow of a solitary
stunted tree, which, had it a tongue, could uhfold.
anany a tale of woe and oppression, he thus pro-
ciaimed in a loud voice to the multitude assembled ;
* Hear, oh, hear! Thus saith thé King. Behald,
we have foes, and would trample aapon their necks.
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Prepare ye every one for waf. On the approaching
festival of Abba Kinos, whoso faileth to present
himself at* Yeolo 35 a good and loyal subject,
mounted, armed, and carrying provisions for twenty-
one days; shall be held as a traitor, and shall forfeit
his property durifig seven years.”
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CHAPTER XX
A LECTURE ON PHYSIC.

Tne skill of the medical officers attached to the
Embassy had already produced its effect upon a
nation so ignorant of the healing art.” Woizoro In-
danch Yellum, aunt to His Majesty, arriving from
Achun-Kurra on a visit to the court, was made the
bearer of compliments on the part of Zéngma Work’,
the Queen-dowager, ¢ respecting the pardon of the
delinquent slave.” But thcy were accompanied by
a request for medicine, and an admonition that the
British guests cf her son would do well not to
squander all their drugs amongst those who knew
not how to appreciate them. * We have seen won-
drous things achieved in the time of Sahela Selasme
concluded this message from ‘‘ the golden slp\wer,”*
‘““and the prophecies respecting the red men have
indeed fully come to pass.”

The fame, too, of the operation performed, with
such singular success upon the govzrnor of Ment--
shar had spread far and wide, and applications- for
surgical aid became daily more numerpus—the

“Q N

!'i. e. Rain of guld:
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patient, in Lieu of téndering a fee, invariably insist-
ing, when cured, upon the receipt of some reward.
Priests, renowned -for the sanctity of their lives,
applied in the same breath for a white hcad-dress,
and for a remedy against disorders supcrinduced
“Dby cating the flesh of partridges.” Even nuns
did not disdain assistance, and many a hapless vic-
tim to Galla barbarity sought a cure for his irrcpa-
rable misfortuncs.

An exceedingly ill-favoured fellow, striding into
the tent, exhibited a nede upon the forehead, which
he desired might be instantly removed. *¢ The knife,
the knife,” he exclaimed ; * off with it; my fa('e is
spoiled, and has become llkc that of a cow.” A
ruffian who, in a domestic brawl, had contrived to
break the arm of his wife, entreated that it might
be ‘“ mended;” and a wretched youth, whose leg
had been fractured twelve months previously, was
brought in a state of appalling emaciation, with
the splinters protruding horribly.  Awmputation was
proposed as the only resource, but the Master of
the Hof‘m was loud in his opposition. ‘‘Take my
advice,”’ ‘he remonstrated, ‘‘ and leave this business
alone. If the boy dies, all will declare that the

‘ provrietor of thc medicincs’ killed him—and
furthermore, svould he survive, it will be said the
Almighty cured him.” .

In Shoa, the practice -of surgery directs the
removal of. a carious tooth with the hammer,
punch, and pincers, of the blacksmith. Should
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venesection be requiréd, a stick placed in the
patient’s mouth is tightened by means of a thong
passed round his ncck, and the, distendéd veins of
the forehcad are then opened with a razor. Cup-
ping, performed by means of a horn exhatisted by
suction, is also extremely fashionfible; and actual
cautery, which is believed to strengthen the muscles
of the spear arm, is applied by mecans either of a
pile of lighted cotton, or a stick heated by rapid
friction. Fracturcd bones that have united badly
arc said to be violently rebroken to admit of their
being properly et ; and upon the authority of Ayto
Habti, the chief physician in ordinary, it may also
be stated, that splinters coming away are success-
fully supplied by portions of tlic skull of a newly-
slain sheep or goat ! » .

But amulets and enchantments are by all classes
held far more efficacious thansthe drugs of the
Abyssinian ‘¢ pLssessor of remedies®,” which of a
truth must be ackrowledged to form but a fecble
materic medica. Insanity, cpilepsy, delirium, hy8-
teria, St. Vitus’s dance, and in fact all obsfinate
disorders for which no specific is known, are inva-
riably ascribed to the influence of demons or sor-
cerers, and the patient is either declared to be
possessed of a devil, or to labour upder the dis-
astrous conscquences of inumbratien by the shadow
of an enemy. Shreds of blue paper are held to be

? Bala medinit, *‘ the master of the medicines,”?is the term
applied to every physician, :
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preservatives against Lieadache, and the seeds of cer-
tain herbs are worn as charms against hydrephobia
and disasters on a journey; but of these, some
must be plucked with the left hand, and others
with a iunger on which there is a silver ring, and
all under a fortunate horoscope, or they can avail
nothing.

Small-pox frequently devastates the land, and a
free boy of pure blood is then selected from among
the number of the infected, and carefully secluded
until the pustules are ripe. Many hundred per-
sons assemble, and a layman choser. for the recti-
tude of his life, having mixed the lymph with
honey, proceeds to inoculate with a razor. Death
is often the conseqtience of the c'umsy operation,
of the origin of which no tradition exists; neither
has any charm bten yet discovered to avert the
scourge.

Whilst invalids of all classes daily flocked to
my camp for medical assistance, applications werc
nut wanting from the palace, in proof of the
ceputation that we had acquired One of the
puncesbes royal, who had been lodged with the
illust#ous guest from Achun-Kurra, in the crim-
son pavilion presented by the British Government,
found herself in need of advice; and on being
visited, lay conccaled beneath the basket pedestal
of a wicker dining-table, whence her sprained foot
was thrus forth for inspection. Divers respectable
duennas of the. royal kitchen, who had been se-
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verely scalded by the burstihg of a pottage caul-
dron, were also treated with success when they had
been given over by the body p.hysicianf at whose
merciless hands the sobbing patients had been
plastered over with honey and soot. A mutton h8ne
was next extracted from the tRroat of a page,
where it had been firmly wedged for three days.
But the cure which elicited the most unqualified
and universal amazement was that of a favourjte
Baalomaal °, who, labouring under a fit of apoplexy,
which hal deprived him of animation, 'was sud-
denly revived'by venesection, after fumigation with
ashkdko goomun * had been tried without the smallest
avail, and preparations were already commencmg
for his interment. ¢

Medicine, in fact, now engrossed the royal attem-
tion. Phials and drugs without number were sent
to the tent, with a request that they might be so
labelled as to admit of the proper dose being ad-
ministered to patients labouring under complaints,
for the removal of which they were respectively
adapted. Two or more invalids, who obidPted to
be seen, were certain to arrive at the palate within
every four and twenty hours; and no suﬁerfuge
that ingenuity could devise was left untried, by
which to augment the already amplg stock of*pills
on hand. ‘“You will take care not to give the
whole of the remedies to my people, or there will

3 Officer of the royal household.
* Hyrax’s cabbage. e
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be none left for myself, should I fall sick,” was an
almost daily message from the selfish despot. But
prescriptiohis designed for his own use were inva-
riably tried first upon a subject; and the much-
dréaded goulard-wash having been once more pre-
pared, directions were given to apply it constantly
to a boy who had been found labouring under oph-
thalmia, in order to ascertain whether he died or
survived.

The most particular inquiries were instituted rela-
tive to thc mede of counteracting the influence of
the evil eye, and much disappointment‘was cxpressed
at the unavoidable intimation that Dr. Kirk’s dis-
pensary contained neither ¢ the horn of a serpent,”
which is believed to”afford an invaluable antidote
against witchcraft, no preservative against wounds
received in the Dbattle-field, nor any nostrum for
‘“ those who go mad. from looking at a black dog.”
““We princes also fear the small-pox,” said His
Majesty, ‘“‘and therefore never tarry long in the
sathe place. Nagdsi, my illustrious ancestor, suf-
fered Irartyrdom from this scogrge. Have you no
medicine” to drive it from myself?”

Va%ie lymph there was in abundance, but
neither Christian, Moslem, nor Pagan had yet con-
sented to ‘make trial of its virtues. Glasses, her-
metically sealed, betwixt which the perishable fluid
had been deposited, were exhibited, and its use
expounded. ~ ““ No, no!” quoth the king, as he
delivered the acquisition to his masterof the horse,
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with a strict injunction %o Mave it carefully stitched
in leather—*¢ this is talakh meddnit, very potent
medicine indeed ; and henceforth I must wear it as
a talisman against the evil that beset my fore-
fathers.” ° *

“ You must now give me tht medicine which
draws the vicious waters from the leg,” resumed His
Majesty, “ and which is better than the earth from
Mount Lebanon ;— the medicine which disayms
venomous snakes, and that which turns the grey
hairs black ;—the medicine to destrgy the worm in
the ear of the queen, which is ever burrowing
deeper ;—and, above all, the medicine of the seven
colours, which so sharpens the intellects, as to
enable him who swallows endugh of it; to acquire
every sort of knowledge without the slightest
trouble. Furthermore, you will be careful to give
my people none of this.”

VOL. II. M
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CHAPTER XXI.
TIE CAMPAIGN.

In. common with all other African potentates,
Sahela Seldssie never engages in war, induced
either by public principles, or by national glory,
and, least of all, by a love of his pecple. Whilst
the fear of rebellion and disturbance at home deters
him from attempting on a grand scale to resume
the lost possessions of his ancestors, to wicld the
sceptre as they did, three hundred miles south of
his present limits, ‘and to re-unite the scattered
remnants of Christian population who once ac-
knowledged their supremacy—revenge, the almost
invariable success attending his arms, and the in.
sattable love of plunder inherent in the breast of
every $avage, impcl him thrice‘ga year to gather his
undisciplined militia, in order to undertake sudden
and s&eping inroads, either for the purpose of
chastising insurrection among the subjugated usurp-
ers of portions, of the ancient empire of ZAthiopia,
or of asserting his unstable authority over some
neighbouring tribe that may heretofore have suc-
ceeded in maintaining its independence.

The wilds of Abyssinia are not easily explored



RATIONS FOR THI ARMY. 163

by the solitary travefler, and I therefore gladly
embraced the opportunity of acqulrmg important
information relative to the moge of Amhara war-
fare, as well as of visiting regions almost unknown.
Superstition, policy, and fear, alike influenced ‘the
wily monarch in his expressed desire to be accom-
panied by his British guests. The presence of the
stranger being considered to shed a blessing over
the army, is invariably cnforced by royal mandate,
which extends indiscriminately to all residing within
the kingdom ; and whilst His Majesty, distrusting
the sojourn ifi his undefended capital of so large
a body of foreigners, sought the augmentation of
his consequence in the cyes both of epemies and
subjects, I indulged in the hope that the cause of
humanity might be promoted Wy the check whi2h
the presence of the European invariably enforces
upon the excited savage, duriny the revolting and
sanguinary sceues of exulting victory.

From the fact of the army having provided ratlons
for no more than twenty days, it was clearly i unpos-
sible that operations ghould be directed agamst Lake
Zooai, in Gurigué, distant from Angolldla one hun-
dred and fifty miles; and this circumstance fully
explained the before incomprehensible indiffer-
ence displayed by the Negoos to evety preparation
which might facilitate the advarfce of his troops.
Keeping the secret of his «real intenfions fast locked
in his own despotjc breast, it is the invarable prap-
tice of His Majesty to publish ,a°®manifesto of the

M2
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approachiag campaign, calculated to mislead his
enemies; and he not unfrequently carries the de-
ception so far, as fo make three or four marches
in a dlre(,tlon quite opposite to that in which he had
mwardly ‘resolved to strike the blow. None have
the slightest idea in what quarter the thunderbolt
is to fall, and as tne fatal season draws nigh when
the state revenucs are to be levied, anxiously must
throb the conrcious bosom of that vassal who has
fallen under the royal displeasure.

Beyond the removal of muskets and matchlocks
from their pegs, to be oiled and exposed to the
sun before the porch of the great audience hall, few
signs of prepar'ttlon were observable for the ap-
proaching foray. Angollila was indeed somewhat
thore populous than usual, and beggars more nu-
merous and importunate. Wild Galla chieftains,
too, were in attendunce with propitiatory offerings
and outstanding arrears of tribute, and the interior
of the palace presented a scene of increased bustle
and confusion. His Majesty was to be seen ab-
sorbed in the inspection of venerable pots, pans,
and pipkins, which would have been esteemed in-
valuable contributions to the British Museum.
Tailors, silks, tinsel, and satin, were in equal requi-
sition towards the decoration of the imperial person,
and the fat Masier of the Horse, assisted by the
élite of the household warriors, sat cobbling old lea-
ther with {audable assiduity for the edification of a
whole host of eunuchs. But in the arsenal there
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was no busy note of prepathtion such as is wont
to precede European warfare; no crowding of light
ordnance and heavy batteries; no colmissariat,
waggon-train, or sick carriage ; and no interminable
files of camels loading for the approaching’ marcl.

o

¢ The steed,
The mustering squadron, and the clattering car,”

had no place on the parade’: the complicated and
expensive equipment, and the munitions of the sicge,
were alike wanting; and although ea féw detach-
ments were bivouacked on the adjacent meadow,
and the black pall of a governor was here and
there to be seen, it was still difficult even to conjec-
ture whence the army of the despot was to spring.
Abject slaves to superstitions the Amhdra newver
iail to consult thc omens before setting out on a
military expedition. Priests and monks are referred
to by the mowuarch, and the accidental fall of the
targe from a saddle bow, the alighting of a hooded
crow in the path of a warrior, or the appearanc® of
a white falcon with the tail towards him, are be-
licved to augur unfavourably to success ; whilst the
flight of a pair of ravens in any direction, or the
descent of a falcon with her head towards the army,
are on the other hand esteemed certain prognostl-
cations of victory. For a full *week prior to the
opening of the projected campaign, the nocturnal
howling of dogs had boded an inauspicious termipa
tion. One cur bayed at the moen as she rose; a
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second and a third took up the vile note, and a
doleful concert of hundreds gave birth in the mind
of the Chritian soldjer to presage of coming evil.

Queen Besdbesh was to await the issue of the
foray at Angollala, and the command of the town
meanwhile devolved upon the eunuch Wolda
Mariam, with a garrison sufficient to deter visits on
the part of the Galla, who have more than once
attempted to burn the palace during such incursions
into their territories. On the morning of the day
appointed, a flourish of trumpets from the royal
band proclaimed the exit of the Negoos from the
palace, and shortly after sunrise the imperial crim-
son velvet umbrellas issued through the outer gate-
way at the head of a numerous p.ocession. Cross-
ing the meadow, His Majesty, resplendent in cloth
of gold, took the road to the south by the wicket in
the Galla wall, on which a strong advance picquet
had already taken 'post. Every house in Angollila
swelled the passing cavalcade; and each valley and
hamlet in the environs marshalling its quota of
mountéd warriors, the nucleus of the incipient
army, beéfore advancing many miles, had become
thick and dense. Abogiz Maretch with the
Abitchu legion streamed from the stockaded hill
of Wona-badéra, and a band of veterans occupying
the summit of an udjacent rock meanwhile chanted
the prowess of the royal warrior, who halted a few
seconds in acknowledgment of their flattering eulo-
gium.
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Little order or arrahgemént is attempted during
the first march, which invariably terminates at or
near Yeolo, in order to afford tlme to stragglers to
rejoin, or to admit of the return of those who may
from any circumstance prove incapable &f toilp or
unprepared for the campaign. Ifamediately in ad-
vance of the army, screened beneath a canopy of
scarlet broad-cloth, were borne on an ambling mule
the Holy Scriptures and the’ark of the cathedra] of
St. Michael, the miraculous virtues of which sacred
emblem, throwing into shade those of the*Palladium
of Troy, are Believed to ensure victory to the Chris-
tian host. Supported by the crimson débaboch, the
king rode next upon a richly-caparisoned mule, a
small space around the royhl person being kept
clear by the corps of shieldwbearers, who ware
flanked on the right by fusileers and matchlockmen.
of the body-guard, and on the left by the band of
kettle-drums ¢a donkeys, with ¢rumpets and wind
instruments. Numerous governors, judges, monks,
priests, and singers followed, and behind them rode
a curious accompaniment to a martial expBdition.
Forty dames and damsels, professing the* culinary
art, with claborately-crisped bee-hive wigs, greased
faces bedaubed with ochre, and arched blue eye-
brows, were muffled in crimson-stsiped robés of
cotton—a demure assemblage rigorously guarded
on all sides by austere,eunuchs armed with long
white wands. Beyond, far as the eye gould peme
trate the canopy of dust whick hung over the
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honzon every hill ard*valley swarmed with masses
of equestrians-and pedestrians, warriors, henchmen,
and camp?followers, sumpter horses, asses, and
mules, laden- with tents, horns of old mead, and
bags of ‘provisions- -throngs of women carrying
pitchers of beer atid hydromel at their backs, and
lads with glittering sheaves of spears upon their
shoulders, leading gaily-caparisoned war-steeds —
all mixed and crowded together in the most pic-
turesque disorder and confusion.

After crossipg the Chacha, the country to the
south-west is no longer safe for a single traveller;
and owing to the determined hostility of the various
wild Galla tribes by which it is inhabited, small
Amhira détachments’ would even find difficulty in
passing. The road day through an amphitheatre of
low broken hills, rising amid rich meadows and
fields, and clothed in parts with juniper or camel
thorn, through dark groves of which peeped nurme-
rous tiny Galla hamlets—the distant landscape being
bownded by the grcat blue mountain ranges of Bulga,
Garra *Gorphoo, and Sallila Moogher, collectively
forming ‘a crescent, but towcring independently in
isolated grandeur.

At the termination of the fifteenth mile, the ladies
and ‘their eunnchs, having hovered about for some
time in uncertainty, finally settled down, like a flight
of flamingoes, in a pretty secluded valley, through
Whlch winds the deep muddy Baréga. Their halt,
and the selection made of a site for the royal
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kitchen, proclaimed tHe encdmping ground under a
naturally scarped table-hill styled Gimbe¢ Bayéllo,
which imparts its name to the spot. A flbrce scram-
ble for places ensued, and the several detachments
bivouacking cub divo around the dingy palls of their
respective leaders, which arose orf the next minute,
soon spread far and wide over every dell aud
meadow.

The centre of the straggling camp, which could
not have measured less than five miles in diameter,
was occupied by the royal suite of tgnts; consisting
of a gay parti-coloured marqueec of Turkish manu-
facture, surrounded by twelve ample awnings of
black serge,” over which floated five crimson pen-
nons, surmounted by silver glbbes. Until these had
been erccted, and duly enclosed by an outer screen
of cotton cloths, the Negoos, aceording to his wont,.
ascending an adjacent cminenee, with all the prin-
cipal chieftaing and an escort of scveral hundred
picked warriors, remained seated on a cushioned
alga; and under the crimson canopy of the state
umbrellas, watched the progress making toW'.u‘ds kis
accommodation.

Horses abound in the kingdom of Shoa, as well as
throughout the adjacent champaign country of the
Galla; but save during the foray, «they are Tarely .
mounted by the indolent Amhara, the sure-footed
mule being better adapted to hiq taste, and to the
rugged hills that compose the g greater partion of dhe
frontier. The note of war, however, had so mate-
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rially increased the valtie of the steed, that even the
few horses we required had been obtained with diffi-
culty Every old, unsound, and vicious Rozinante
in the realm. was specmuqu presented, and in turn
rejected, when Abogdz Maretch at length advertised
his stud. Two hundred pieces of salt were the price
fixed upon the first purchase; and as this small
change was not procurable within thirty miles, and
moreover would have formed the load of two jack-
asses, ten Austrian convention dollars were for-
warded in* liey, thereof, each valued at ten &dmoles,
and exhibiting all the requisite jewels in the star
and coronet of Maria Theresa. 1 have kept your
silver,” was the chief’s reply, “because you have
sent it; but in futufe when I bell vou a horse, 1
shall expect you'to pay me in salt.’

In a country where even the hire of a porter is
dependent upon the arbitrary caprice of the despotic
sovereign, and where the inferiors of the court, en-
tertaining one and all the most thorough contempt
for«ruth, are lavish of promises without the smallest
intenti®n of performing them, no little difficulty had
also been experienced in obtaining transport at so
busy a season. Our preparations were therefore of
an extremely limited nature, no member carrying
aught save theyscantiest bedding, whilst the general
commissariat was restricted to a small bag of flour
with the jerked flesh of two, oxen that had been pro-
vided on the occasion from the royal herds. But
orders for the supply of porters, who were not to be
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hired, had only been issued at the very last moment,
when the purveyor-general, with his customary libe-
rality, reducing the kingly grant by oné half, those
finally furnished—three in number—proved barely
sufficient for the carriage of rocket stavés, medical
stores, and surgical instruments® required for the
state service; the flimsy cotton awnings and scanty
baggage of both officers and escort being reluctantly
transported by a few hired domestics, or lashed with
sharp leathern thongs upon the galled backs of
feeble old pack-horses, purchased op emergency at
the adjacent Market of Bool Worki.

When contrasted with disciplined forces, the camp
equipage of the rabble Amhédra was small and porta-
ble indeed. A comumissariat f unknown, every sol-
dier and follower ‘transportinge his own provisions,
which are limited to parched grain, or sun-dried
flesh; and as, owing to the rapidity of the march,
and the usual ehsence of opposition, the campaign is
rarely protracted beyond a fortnight, this system has
been found to answer. Governors and leaders afone
occupy tents, whilst every component mefaber of
their respective quotas, in defiance of ‘cold and
rain, bivouacks upon the bare ground, with his
head upon the shield, and no screen betwixt himself
and the vault of heaven, save the a'othes upon his
back. .

Strange was the sight presented as night closed
over the first encampment of the'chivalry of Shoa.
Rockets were to be fired by the royal request to
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instil terror into the oreasts of the Galla hordes ;
and we had selected the peak which rose near the
head-quarters, as bLeing the most centrical site for
the display. Ascending from below, the hum of the
mighty host arose in the still clear atmosphere, and
the glcam of the oright embers which ran through
the depths of the valley, and danced over the inter-
vening heights, until lost in the far distance, pre-
sented the appearance of a city of ancient days,
whereof the great arteries being alone lit up during
the nocturnal hours, full scope was allowed to the
imagination to populate at pleasure the intervening
gloom.

The appearance at Angolldla of the muskets pre-
sented to His Majesty by the British Government
had already causcd ®o inconsiderable consternation,
it being the generally received belief that the bayo-
net, hitherto a stranger in the land, formed a great
receptacle for poisonous spells. The roar of each
flight of ¢ fire-rainers” now produced a panic from
cnd to end of the scattered camp. A buzz and a
clamou: of voices followed each luminous ascent,
to burst forth into a loud peal of wonder when the
brilliant shower of meteors fell after the explosion.
Confusion ensued ; horses and mules, breaking from
their pickets, ccoured away in terror, pursued by
henchman and wariior, their figures, flitting in dim
perspective among the countless bale-fires, like shades
called into existence by some magic agency; and the
scene doubtless proved to the gazing monarch that
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the political object in‘contefnp]ation had been well
and fully accomplished.

Habitual suspicion on the pyrt of théd despot in-
ducing him to apprehend desertion to the enemy,
the arms ol the fusileers of the body-ghard Were
piled, according to long-establishéd usage, in one of
the royal tents, and strongly guarded. The chiefs
and nobles then sate down to a repast in the pavi-
lion, where hydromel and beer and raw flesh were
in regal profusion. As the horn circulated briskly,
and the spirits of the guests mounted in proportion,
it was curicus to listen to the vaunts of coming
prowess that arose from the board. No limit was
placed upon’ the victims who were to be gathered
to their fathers, and loyalty and devotion knew no
bounds. “‘ You are the adorners,”’” stammered one,
as the party broke up, who had been decorated by
his English frends; ‘“ you gave me scarlet broad-
cloth, and belold I have reserved the gift for the
present occasion. This garment will bring me
signal success; for the pagan who espies a crimison
cloak over the shoulder of the Amhidra, Believing
him to be a warrior of distinguished valdur, takes
like an ass to his heels, and is speared without the
slightest danger.”



CHAPTER XXII.
THE ENEMY’S COUNTRY.

RouE is said to have subdued the world under the
direction of a hen and chickens, but the legions of
Shoa and Efit. are aroused to victory by the shrill
crowing of a cock, which is invariably carried with
the army, in one of the wicker baskets forming the
pedestal of the banqueting table. One hundred and
fifty-six choristers, termed asmdrocl., are entertained
at ¢he expense of the crown, upon extensive grants
-of land, to chant psalms and hymns each livelong
night of the entire year. Twelve are brought on
, duty every month, and their vigils, which are in-
variably kept standing, are observed with more than
usudl strictness during the continuance of a military
expeditibn. Throughout the hours of darkness their
loud chorus arose from the pavilion without a mo-
ment’s intermission, and their vocal labours around
the holy ark ceased only with the approach of dawn.
Many detach.nents being still in the rear, a halt
was proclaimed witli a view to admit of their joining
the head quarters, and the. king, escorted by two
thoysand cavalry, made an excursion to a knoll at
some distance from the encampment, whence on a
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range stretching to the south-eastward, the hill of
Daléfa was conspicuous. Hereon His Mujesty has
recently erected a palace, which he rdrely visits
except for the purpose of controlhng by his pre-
sence the dicaffected and turbulent Galta, whose
continual outbreaks render it a f8r from agreeable
place of residence. Gazing for hours over the
extensive tract of rich meadow land which lay
stretched like a map at his‘feet, the mind of the.
contemplative monarch, occasionally occupied by
the administration of justice, appeareq to°be chiefly
engrossed with the coming chapter of events, and
to be abstractedly scanning the direction in which to
pounce upon 'the surrounding foe.

The favourite dancing girl® meanwhile attuning
her shrill throat to song laudatory of her own vooal
powers, and of her happy state of independence, in,
wild though far from pleasing snotes carolled ever
and anon as the spirit of the nightingale entered
into her soul.

¢ Care have I none, no flock to keep,
Nor corn to grind, nor field to reap;
"Tis mine alone through the livelong day
To charm the king with my roundelay.

Task have I none, no toil to share,
Nor wood to fetch, nor load to b;a.r ;
*Tis mine alone but to dance and sing,

And dring to the health of my lord the king.”

“Pity is it,” remarked one of eur party, *since
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the damsel has so littlé to do, that she does not that
little better.” :

‘“ What'fault have you to find with her perform-
ance ?”’ growled the chief smith from beneath the
ample foids of his lion skin cloak, enveloped in
which he had coinposed himself to rest under the
shadow of an adjacent bush ;—* what fault have
you to find with the king’s asmdri? She sings
according to the fashion of her own country, and
that is surely sufficient.”

Early the ensuing morning the royal drums beat
to saddle, and in half an hour the arniy, which had
swelled meanwhile to about fifteen thousand fighting
men, was in motion over a country especially favour-
able to its advance. Some military precautions were
nowobserved. Largr brigades of horse served as flank-
.ing parties, and the heights to the right and left were
severally occupied, as the state umbrellas advanced
over the level green sward. at the rate of three miles
an hour. The king, with a few favourite chiefs,
preceded by Ayto Berri, the quarter-master-general,
and by the corps of guides escorting the holy ark
and Book of the law, led the host, which, extend-
ing for miles and miles to the rear, came pouring
over the hills, and down the valleys, like a swollen
river burstingeits banks, and overflowing the entire
country.

The mghtary system of Shoa being entirely feudal,
each governor in the realm'is required to furnish his
contingent of militia in proportion to his landed
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tenure—the peasantry being at all times ready for
the foray, and expected to purvey horse, arms, and
provisions, without payment frorg the state. Four
hundred fusileers, bondsmen of the king, alone
receive pay —eight pieces of salt value twenty
pence sterling, being disbursed annually to each,

in addition to the food and raiment granted to every
royal slave. Little discipline, exists in the army-
thus - composed, but considerable tact is evinced in
its organization and distribution—small confidence
being reposed in that portion which i not drawn
from ancient pssessions.

Of three grand divisions, the centre, commanded
by His Majesty in person, consisted of the Lu-
guamioch, under Ayto Melkoo, Master of the Horse ;
the Gdsha Shikri, or shield-bedrers, and the de=s
tachment of the collector of newly-levied tribute.
Immediately on the left flank wére the fusileers of
Ayto Kaitama, commander-in-chicf of the body-
guard, behind whom came the Wotsbietoch, or
females of the royal kitchen ;—then the legion Of
Ayto Guebroo, governor of Mentshar; and, lastly,s
the detachments of Shoa-Meda, of Morit, and Mo-,
rabietie.

The van, consisting of skirmishers, is mvarmbly
led by the great governor of the subjigated Galla
under the title of Wordri. With Abogéz Maretch,
who now filled this important post, were the tried
governors of Bulga, Kembibit, Géla, ands Ootubay
whose respective detachments arg «Christians, and
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who are all drawn from the neighbourhood, where
intercourse with the Galla is most frequent. The
third division, or rear-guard, is commanded by the
general styled Wobo, who is arbltranly chosen from
the seats of seven governments in the north, viz.
Giddem, Géshe, Antzochia, Mans, Kaa, Gabriel,
and Efrata—the same individual being never selected
on two consecutive expeditions.

- By the continu~l exercise of his staff, the Master
of the Horse, assisted by the shield-bearers, con-
trived to preserve the proper distance between the
van of the army and the royal pérson, but con-
fusion reigned elsewhere. Warriors were huddled
together without order or arrangement, and every
trooper selecting his own positio.. in the detach-
ent to which ht belonged, diverted himself by
devising the death of the numerous hares that
scampered through the army, and, strange to say,
often threaded the maze of hoofs in safety.

During the early part of the march, herds of
cattle grazing quietly in the pastures around various
«hamlets, proclaimed a subjugated tribe; and clans
of tributary Galla. each led by its respective chief
in some fantastic costume formerly received at the
roval hands, met His Ma_]eqty at intervals, in order
to present thibute either in horses or kine — the
whole greasy band dismounting at a respectful dis-
tance on the flank, hurrying before the despot’s
path, and with bosoms bared, prostrating them-
selves simultaneously upon the earth. Little re-
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spect, however, was paid to thé standing crops—field
after field of ripening corn being trampled level
with the ground, in spite of the remonstrance of
the disconsolate husbandmen, who, with heavy
stones upon their heads, threw themselvés at fhe
feet of the king with loud and reitérated appeals.
The course was generally south-west, and con-
jecture was on the rack as to the scene of active
operations and the ultimate destination of the
army. But the secret still remaining with its royal
leader, any new speculation on the subject did but
elicit the old ‘remark, ‘ The belly of the master is
not known.”” Choristers continued to beguile the
tedious march with their rambhng stanzas, and to
pour out shrill strains of melody like the notes of
the wild bird. The rough riders galloped befort
the van of the host to exhibit the paces of steeds-
received in tribute; and His *Majesty, alighting
ever and anon Tom his mule, reposed for a few
minutes upon the cushioned alga which was carried
in his train. °
Nothing could be more tame and monofonous
than the country passed over. Wide grassy undu-
lations, interspersed with extensive cultivation, rose
unrelieved by a single tree or other redeeming fea-
ture, save the many European flowérs that wan-
toned beneath the joyous sunsHine on the far-
stretching prairie, The Karinza, the Fincha, the
Chatti, and the Rufa rivers, all tnbutary to the
Nile, were crossed in succession.* Deep, narrow,
N 2
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muddy chanrels 'mt\crsecting verdant mcadows,
these presented the general character of all Galla
streams, cutting silently through the rich dark soil,
and lcaving swampy quagmires on the waving
downs. At long incervals the Negoos, dismounting
to change mules, proceeded some distance on foot
—ai example followed by all.  On the first of these
occasions His Majesty went through the comedy of
thrusting his feet into slippers, selected from a bag
carried by a slave, which contained numerous pairs
manufactured: of various coloured morocco. Many
were tried in succession, but the royal hecls being
invariably chafed and blistered, the egiperiment was
finally abandoned in despair; and sacrificing dignity
to comfort, the despot, like his lieg~ subjects, ad-
vanced unshod. *

For several hours not a horned head had been
visible around the* deserted hamlets; and late in
the afternoon, when the van of the flagging army
arrived in the extensive plain of Abai Deggar,
completely cnvironed by hills, the order was given
fo entamp, destroy, and plunder. Instantly ensued
q rush from all quarters at full gallop. Flourishing
fields of wheat, bariev, and beans, the produce of
the toil of a rebellious tribe, were ravaged and over-
run by the locust hordes; and in the course of half
an bour, the soil being stripped of every acre of
cultivation, there commenced a general scramble for
the rafters and ribs of houses, of which the skeletons
were presently consigned to the flames.



HOSTILITTES COMMENCED. 181

The women of the Toyal Litchen had, as before,
been the first to select a centrical and advantageous
spot on which to pursue their 1mportant avocations ;
but some arbitrary change having been directed by
His’Majesty, who occupied his usual elevated pesi-
tion, the camp was thrown into confusion. Quarrels
and scuftles might now be witnessed in every quarter.
Those who had taken possession of a luxuriant pas-
ture or the vicinage of watér, stoutly defended the
treasure against invading comrades, and recourse
being had to weapons, sword cuts an(.l breken heads
were quite insfashion.  Although now in an enemy’s
country, neither picket, vidette, nor sentry was
mounted, and not the slightest precaution against
nocturnal surprisc was adopted towards the security
of the camp. . .

But no advantage was taken of the Amhdra
neglect, and another and similar forced march over
a country equally devoid of interest with the tract
already crossed, led to the long narrow valley of
Karibarek, at the foot of the Garra Gorphoo moun-
tains. The bright spear-blades glittered #hrough
the cloud of stifling dust that marked the course of
myriads over ploughed land. Green fields and
smiling meadows quickly lost their bloom under
the tramp of the steed ; for no cultivation was®now
spared, aind ruin and desolation swere the order of
the day. Straggling parties of the Sertie Galla had
been secn crdWiflng the heights that skirted the line
of march, and dear the peaked Lill of Wyfun tl'ley
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were assembled in n}nnbers; but none ventured
within half a mile of a host, twenty thousand in
number, #il thirsting alike for the blood of their
enemics. Far and wide the country was laid waste,
anG cvery vestige uf human habitation destroyed
under the torch, ‘he flames racing among the riper
barley with the speed of a galloping horse; but the
wretched inhabitants, aware of the approach of the
spoiler, had abandoned their dwellings before the
storm burst over them, and one aged man only had
yet fallen into the merciless clutches of the in-
vaders. .

This prize had stained the hand of a follower of
Ayto Gadel, governor of Chercha, a functionary far
from being notorious* for courageous bearing. On
the occasion of Medsdko’s last advance, his was the
Jnansion first beleaguered by the insurgents, but he
fled in dismay, leaving his fair partner to defend
the premises. Joining after the first day’s march,
he had put the most diverting questions relative
to .the English, with whose appearance he was
greatly- perplexed.

“ Are -these people pagans?” inquired the hero
with owlish features, but too strongly indicative of
his vacant mind.

“ No.” -

‘ Are they Islams 2 ”

“ No.”

“ Then what are they ?”’

“ Christians.”
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‘¢ Christians ! Impossible. 'They observe no fast,
and wear no mdteb as a badge of their veligion'. Is
there any grass in their country 27

“Why not?”

‘“ How dic I know? Have they cattle %"

*“ Abundance.”

*“ And sheep and goats ?

¢ Certainly.”

“ And their Negoos, does he carry debaboch?,
and Mmake great sumachas® with warriors like
these ? ’—turning his oyster eyes, hghted with
something like martial fire, towards’the countless
rabble in the rear. But the party thus interrogated
could keep his temper no longer; and as the little
hunch-backed father confessor rode jauntily up
with a dirty page perched on,the crupper of his
mule, to volunteer a lesson in the noble art of
equitation, he galloped off, exclajming with a sncer—

‘ Like these forsooth! One of Her Britannic
Majesty’s regiments would in a single hour sweep
from off the face of the earth the whole undigci-
plined mob that swells the train of the boasted
descendant of King Solomon.”

' Mdteb, i. e. Mark or token. The blue silk cord worn
around the neck by the Christians of Shoa.
? Umbrellas of state. * Military expeditions.
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CUHAPTER XXII11.
THE FORAY.

Tuus far the greatest irregularity and confusion
had prevailed among the Amhira troops, alike
during the march and the encampment. A council
of war was daily convened, when each leader made
his report and received verbal instructions for his
guidanee ; but no order of any sort was promul-
gated until the monient before it wes to be carried
into effect, and all depended rather upon the whim
and caprice of the monarch than upon the exi-
gencies of the service. The first intimation of in-
tended march was conveyed by the royal drums
sounding suddenly to saddle a quarter of an hour
before the advance, which, as the state pavilion went
down, *was announced by a flourish of horns.

But notwithstanding that the strictest silence
had been observed ori the subject by the Negoos,,
as well as by all who might have been unavoidably
adniltted to his confidence, strong surmises were en-
tertained that a foray from Karabarek was to be the
order of the following day; and about two hours
after midnjght, the sudden and unfisuul cessation of
the psaln singing, followed by the heavy tramp past

~
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our tents of Ayto Shishigd’s detachment of Shoa-
Meda horse, confirming the opinion, the hum .of the
surrounding body, like that of a distuebed hive of
bees, continued until dawn. No sooner was it light
than His Majesty rode silently forth frem his en-
closure without beat of the nugdmeet, and thousands
instantly flocked towards the royal person.

The state umbrellas were cencased in white bags,
and the usual cumbrous ‘Abyssinian robe, which
effectually impedes all rapid movement, was onthis
occasion cast aside. Short wide trousers of various
hucs hung «loosely to the knee. A thick white
cloth girded up the loins. The skins of wild
beasts, the lion, the panther, and the ocelpt, alone
hung over the brawny showlder of the warrior;
and, with exception of about, two hundred mps-
queteers with bayonets fixed, cvery man-at-arms was
equipped with spear, sword, and buckler, a mounted
henchman bebind many leading a spare charger.

At first starting the crush and confusion was
truly terrific. Horses and mules rearing, kicking,
and plunging, with lances Dbristling, ande shields
thumping in every direction, threatencd imstant de-
struction to each component member of the dense
mass, which, crowded and locked fast together,
streamed at a rapid trot after the King withowt the .
slightest order or regularity, saye such as was pre-
served by the exertions of the shield-bearers who
rode immeédf®®y behind. The dccasignal passage
of ploughed land, producing a suffocating cloud o
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dust, served still more to increase the confusion,
which had reached its climax when a rivulet inter-
sected the«line of march. Steep perpendicular
banks and treacherous channels opposing the ex-
tended fromt of the l.gion, and checking advance, a
simultaneous exertion was made to gain the only
practicable fords, which were in an instant filled to
choking. The fiercest struggle for extrication en-
sued. Numbers floundering in the soft mud, or
borne out of their saddles by the pressure of the
crowd, were trampled under foot, whilst those who
bestrode the stoutest steeds, clearing the way before
them by sheer strength, forced their weaker neigh-
bours togncline to the right and to the left, like frail
reeds before the rush ef the mountain deer.

The morning was bitterly cold. The hoar-frost
le%; thick and white upon the meadows ; and as the
rabblé host trampled. over the crisp grass towards
the high range of Garra Gorphoo, which, at the
distance of a few miles, rose to the height of twelve
or fifteen hundred feet, the breath arose heavy
from the nostril of man and beast, like a cloud of
smoke, mixing with the dark columns of dust which
followed the clattering hoofs of neighing war-steeds.
During the first hour’s advance up the valley,
reports were continually being brought in, and
messenger after messenger galloping off in every
direction; and as the foot of the mountain was
gained, Ayto Betkie, with a large Gutachment of
the men of Bulga, leaving the maia body, moved
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upon the left, whilst the king struck up the steep
face of the range in the centre of an extended line
of men, who scoured every hill and hollow, and beat
every nook and corner at a rapld pace.

Stretching thirty miles in length by abbut twelve
or fifteen in breadth, the mountd#ins of Garra Gor-
phoo, covered throughout with one sheet of rich
cultivation, form the water-shed between the Nile
and the Hawash. The various rivulets that on
cither side wind down towards the parent streams,
interscct it into hundreds of verdant valleys, on
the swelling slopes of which the white-roofed houses
of secluded Galla hamlets peep forth among dark
green groves of juniper and acacia, that add beauty
to the fair prospect. These %ropical highlands are
inhabited by the Sertie tribe, who, long in a state
of open rebellion, had rendered themselves doubly
obnoxious to the despot, by attacking a detachment
of Amhira the preceding year, of whom, whilst
entangled in a morass near the foot of the range,
eight hundred men were slain. The day of retri-
bution had at length arrived. The objecte of the
expedition, hitherto so carefully conceeled, was
now fully developed; and the military dispositions
for sweeping destruction appeared to be right skil-
fully made.

Hurrying onward with ominows rapidity, slaugh-
tering all who fell in their path, and with their
weapons gom forward the hetds of sleek cattle
which teemed fn every valley, the wild host now
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poured like an overv;rhe]ming -torrent down the
tlowery slopes—now breasted the steep sunny ac-
clivity like flames driven before the wind—and
now wound in Indian file along the edges of cliffs
affdrding scanty fuoting for a wild cat, where the
loose soil, crumbhing at every step, left the naked
precipitous rock as the only available passage. Far
and wide the crops were laid prostrate, as if beaten
down under the violence of the hurricane; and
before ten o’clock, the highest pinnacle of the green
range having been crowned, a wide prospect burst
upon the eye. °

A succession of richly cultivated plains dotted
over with clusters of conical white houses, in parts
surrounded by clumfs of tall jun‘pers, stretched
away from the footse the very picture of peace and
plenty.  Embosomed between the isolated peaks
of Yérrur, Sequila, and the far-famed Entétto, lay
the wide plain of Germama, thickly peopled by
the Ekka and Finfinni Galla, upon whose doomed
heads the thunderbolt was next to fall; and full
in its <entre two placid silver lakes, like great
mirrors, reflected back the rays of the morning
sun across sheets of luxuriant cultivation, extending
for miles, nearly ready for the sickle. Far beyond,
the tong wooded line of the Hawash, rolling its
troubled waters tewards the plain of the Adaiel,
loomed indistinctly through the haze; and in the
extreme distance, the lofty blue raifge"df’ the Aroosi
aud Tttoo Galla, .skirting the mysterious regions
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of Gurigué, boundéd the almost interminable
prospect.

The morning mist, loaded with dust raised by
the tramp of the Amhéara steeds over acres of
ploughed land, hung heavy on the slopes, ‘and
partially screening the approach 8f the locust army,
conspired to enhance its success. Twenty thousand
brawny warriors, in three divisions, covering many
miles of country, and linked by detachmentg in
every direction, pressed on towards the inviting
goal—their hearts burning with fhe < implacable
hatred of libstile barbarians, and panting to con-
summate their bloody revenge. Taken entirely
by surprise, their devoted victims lay helplessly
before them, indulging in fatdl dreams of happinecss
and security, alas! too speedily to be dispelled.
Hundreds of cattle grazed in tempting herds over
the flowery wmeads. Unconseious of danger, the
unarmed hus! andman pursued his peaceful oceu-
pation in the field; his wife and children carolled
blithely over thcir ordinary houschold avocations ;
and the ascending sun shonc bright on®smiljng
valleys, which, long beforc his going dewn, were
left tenanted only by the wolf and the vulturc.

Preceded hy the holy ark of St. Michael, veiled
under its scarlet canopy, the king %till led th& van, -
closely attended by the father tonfessor, and by a
band of priests, with whom having briefly conferred,
he tarned’ fowards the expeciant armw, and pro-
nounced the ({minous words which were the well-
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known signel for carrying fire and sword through
the land—¢ May the God who is the God of my
forefathers ' strengthen and absolve!” Rolling on
like the waves of the mighty ocean, down poured
the*Amhara host among the rich glades and rural
hamlets, at the heels of the flying inhabitants—
trampling under foot the fields of ripening corn, in
parts half reaped, and sweeping before them the
vast herds of cattle which grazed untended in every
direction. In the extreme distance their destructive
progress was still marked by the red flames that
burst forth in turn from the thatched o0fs of each
invaded village; and the havoc committed many
miles to the right by the division of Abogiz
Maretch, who was advancing parallel to the main
body, and had been reinforced by the detachment
under Ayto Shishigo, became equally manifest in
numerous columns of white smoke, towering up-
wards to the azure firmament in rapid succession.
We followed close in the train of the Negoos,
whoe halted for a few minutes on the eastern face
of the range; and the eye of the despot gleamed
bright with inward satisfaction, whilst watching
through a telescope the progress of the flanking de-
tachments, as they poured impetuously down the
steep” side of ‘the mountain. and swept across
the level plain with the fury of the blast of the
Sirocco. A rapid detour to the westward in an
hour disclosed the beautifully sechiaéd valley of
Finfinni, which, in addition to the #rtificial advan-
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tage of high cultivation, and snug hamlets, boasted
a large share of natural beauty. Meadows of the
richest green turf, sparkling clear riviilets leaping
down in sequestered cascades, with shady groves of
the most magnificent juniper lining the %lopes® and
waving their moss-grown branches above cheerful
groups of circular wigwams, surrounded by imple-
ments of agriculture, proclaimed a district which
had long escaped the hand of wrath. This, had
been selected as the spot for the royal plunder and
spoliation ; and the troops, animateq by the presence
of the monhrch, now performed their bloody work
with a sharp and unsparing knife—firing village
after Vlllage until the air was dark with smoke,
mingled with the dust raised’by the impetuous rush
of man and horse. . .
The luckless inhabitants, taken quite by surprige,
had barely tiine to abandon their property, and fly
for their livis to the fastness of Entétto, which
reared its protecting form at the distance of a few
miles. The spear of the warrior searched ®very
bush for the hunted foe. Women and girls %ere torn
from their hiding places to be hurried into hopeless
captivity. Old men and young were indiscrimi- °
nately slain among the fields and groves ; flocks and
herds were driven off in triumphy and house after®’
house was sacked and consigned‘to the flames. Each
grim Amh{\ra warnor vied with his comrade in the
work of retrijutive destruction amongst the .exe-
crated Galla.” Whole groupss and families were
surrounded and speared withjn the walled court
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yards, which were soon strewed with.the bodies of
the slain. 'Wretches who betook themselves to the
open plain," were pursued and hunted down like
wild beasts; and children of three and four years
of dge, who had been placed in the trees with a
hope that they might escape observation, were in-
cluded in the inexorable massacre, and pitilessly
shot among the branches. In the course of two
hours the divisicn “left the desolated valley laden
with spoil, and carrying with them numbers of
wailing females .and orphan children, together with
the barbarous trophies that had been stripped from
the mangled bodies of their victims.

The hoarse scream of the vulture as she wheeled
in funereal circles over this appalling scene of car-
nage and devastation,'and the crackling of falling
ropfs and rafters from the consuming houses, alone
disturbed the grave-like silence of the dreary and
devoted spot, so lately resounding to the fiendish
shouts and war-whoops of the excited warriors,
and fo the unpitied groans of their helpless cap-
tives. And as the exulting barbarians, followed by
the curses’ of many homeless fugitives in Entétto,
crossed the last range, gloomy columns of smoke,
rising thick and dense to the darkened heavens, for
“miles in every direction, proclaimed that this re-
cently so flourishing and beautiful location had, in a
few brief hours, been utterly ruined, pillaged, and
despoiled, as*far as the means of ruthless man could
effect its destruction. ’

The royal division crossed the deep vale of Fin-
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finni by a’ most dangerous and difficult defile, lead-
ing over the bed of the principal torrent, which
winds through an extensive belt of dark juniper
forest, of truly magnificent growth. Lofty pine-like
trees, hoary with the moss of centuries, towered
above banks that rose some hundred feet almost
perpendicularly, and were clothed throughout with
tangled. undergrowth. A luge fragment of por-
phyry, nearly choking the straitened descent, af-
forded barely sufficient room for the passage of a
single horscman, whilst a succession of slippery
rocks and treacherous pools filled up the channel to
the opposite bank, steep, abrupt, and wooded.

Loud shouts drowned the pleasing murmur of a
splashing waterfall ; and so gr:aat was the confusion
caused by the crush of men, ‘horses and mule},
mingled with frightcned droves of oxen and sheep,
all struggling tumultuously towdrds the only outlet,
that many acciuents occurred. Iorses and riders
were forced over the precipice—others were
trampled under foot by the overwhelming rdsh
from behind, and a handful of resolute men'might
with ease have kept at bay the whole rabble army
of the invader. But the Abyssinian system of
warfare consists in surprise and murdgr, not in battle
or fair conflict. The king continued to advance
rapidly without the smallest check, and being es-
corted only by a _few fusileers of the body-guard,
carrying each th 2 rounds of ammumtlon *was neces-
sarily much exposed ; but confidentein the terror with
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which his meteor-like descent would inspire his un-
wary foes, no dispositions were made for the security
of his person, in the event of resistance or surprise.

Emerging from the forest which extended two
miles beyond the Finfinni defile, the scattered forces
began to rendezvous around the state umbrellas,
now unfurled, to which they were directed by the
incessant beating of kettle-drumns. Whilst the work
of . destruction still continued to rage on all sides,
herd after herd of lowing beeves came pouring to-
wards thé royal standard, and each new foraging
party brought with it fresh groups of captive women
and girls. Some of the more braggart warriors af-
fecting inability to return their blood-stained blades
to the scabbard, pompously carried them in the
trand unsheathed ; #d even the boyish arms of some
of the most effeminate of the royal pages had proved
victorious over a defenceless victim. The slaughter
had been immense. Every desolated court-yard
was crowded with the bodies of the slain—child-
hobd and decrepit age had fared alike; and the
murdérers, unconscious of the disgrace attaching to
unmanly deeds, unblushingly heralded their shame.
Detailing their deeds of cruelty, they basked in the
smiles of their savage and approving monarch,
whose only eye became at times frightfully wild with
excitement, although his demeanour throughout the
long day of horrors was cool and self-possessed from
the experience that he had acquired duriag eighty-
four similar forays.
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After a brief halt, the march was resumed
through the country of the Ekka Galla, which was
clean swept with the besom of destruction ; and the
distinguishing green sprig of asparagus in the woolly
heads of successful cavaliers became more and m3re
numerous as the eventful day drew on to its close.
The sun at length disappeared behind the western
mountajns, towards which tl}e course of the army
was directed ; and night, casting® her mantle oyer
the dismal scene, stayed the arm of the war-
rior. During fourteen hours passed jn the saddle,
above fifty miles of country had been passed over ;
and the weary forces finally halted in the Ekka
valley, without possessing the smallest idea of the
position of the rear division,® with the tents and
baggage, to the leader of which®no clue had been
afforded as to the royal intentions. .

Horses and mules were now turned loose among
the standing bcans; and several thousand head of
cattle, tired to death with the distance they had
been driven from their wonted pastures, were, with
infinite difficulty, collected in a hollow, girdied on
three sides by a deep ravine. It was closed on the
fourth by a steep acclivity, on the summit of which
the king, surrounded by his (,lueftams took up his
position for the night. His 1\'Ia_]esty, although fast-
ing throughout the day, sent his’only loaf to be
eaten by ‘ his children ;” and lookmg forth upon
the fruits of *his rjfsterly foray, seemed, in the con-
templation of thé amassed herds, .to be insensible

o2
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alike to the cold wintry blast, and to the long calls
of hunger.

A wilder scene ,can scarcely be imagined than
that presented by the nocturnal bivouac of the
locust-like army of the Amhé4ra, flushed by its
recent success. Loud whoops and yells, arising
from every quarter of the wide valley, mingled
with the incessant lowing of kine, the bleating of
sheep, the shrill neighing of the war-steed, and the
occasional wailing of some captive maid. Groups
of grim warrigrs, their hands embrued in the inno-
cent blood of infancy, and their stern features
lighted by the fitful flame, chuckling over the bar-
barous spoils they had won, vaunted their inhu-
man exploits, as they feasted greelily on raw and
reeking carcasses. - Spears and bucklers gleamed
brightly around hundreds of bale-fires, composed of
rafters stripped fromn the surrounding houses; and
the whole distant landscape, red from the lurid
glare reflected by scores of crackling hamlets, com-
pleted a picture worthy the pencil of the artist who
delighws in the delineation of brutal revelry. No
sentry paced the environs of the straggling encamp-
ment—no watchword challenged the tramp of the
man-at-arms. The deep hum of thousands gra-
dually waned" and died away, and each composed
himself to slumber on the spot where his carousal
had been held. A pall constructed with spears
supporting a cotton robe, screefigd the person of
the Negoos ; and. so long as the biting cold would
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permit, we slept at broken intervals upon the bare
ground, amid the gorged and weary warriors, the
saddle of each serving for a pillow— .

‘¢ The earth our bed, our canopy the sky.”
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CHAPTER XXIV.
THE ROYAL ACHIEVEMENT.

WeLcome to all was the first grey light that
illumined the eastern sky, and summoned the war-
rior from his uneasy slumbers. So uncomfortably
had the night been passed, that it was in truth rest
to rise. The despot was among the first to abandon
his cold couch; and a bulletin of success having
been penned by the-royal hand, for the information
of Queen Besibesh, the main body of the division,
convoying the interminable droves of cattle, was in
‘motion across the .Ekka valley. Escorted by five
thousand cavalry, His Majesty then proceeded to a
knoll at some distance within the scene of yesterday’s
carnage, upon the summit of which he tarried,
whilst parties went out in search of the body of his
grand-nephew, the youthful son of Ayto Besueh-
nech, who, with several others of the Christian
host, had fallen in the running conflict.

it was a coel and lovely morning, and the moun-
tain breeze played freshly down each opening glade.
The ascending sunbeam danced over the steep
rugged sides and ruined stone efifices of the fast-
ness of Entétto, anciently the proua seat of Athiopic
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splendour, and still believed to conceal much of the
wealth lost to the empire at the period of Graan’s
invasion, when Nebla Dengel was driven mto Tigré.
The great volcanic cone of Sequala, rivalling the
lowland Aidiloo, was again visible in the® dlstarfce
its once active crater converted By the revolutions
of ages into an extensive lagoon, on the banks of
which stands the celebrated shrine of Guebra Manfas
Kedoos, a saint renowned for’ the destruction, by his
prayers, of five hundred genies. On the one hand
frowned the dark wooded slave mart of Roqué, in the
Yerrur hill, where millions of Christlans have been
bought and sold; and on the other rose the moun-
tain Dalicha, sacred to the Wato sorcerers, whose
tempting demesnes have esciped pillage and con-
flagration, in consequence of their blessing haviag
been followed by the birth of Séhela Seldssie. Far
in the distance. a low belt of vegetation screened the
sleepy Hawash, and over the intervening tract nu-
merous tributaries to the Casam, absorbed eventually
in the parched plain of the Adaiel, conveyed othe
eastern drainage of Garra Gorphoo through the
ravaged valley of Germama. .

Over this wide expanse not a living inhabitant
was now to be seen. In every direction the blood-
stained ground was strewed with Yhe slaughtered
foe, around whose disfigured torses groups of
surfeited vultures flapped their foul wings, and
screamed the def®h note. The erbers pf deserted

res smouldered over the scorghed and blackenea
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-phain. Rlpe crops which the. morning before had
gladdened the heart of the cultivater—now no more
—were level with the ground. Flocks of sheep,
untended by the shepherd, strayed over the lone
mcadow ; and bauds of howling dogs wandered up
and down in fruitless quest of their lost masters.
A single day had reduced to a wilderness the rich
and flourishing vale of Germéma, including the
dark forests of Finfinni, which for years had slept in
peace ; and their late numerous and unsuspecting
populatior had in a few hours been swept from off
the face of the earth by the devastating irruption
of the barbarian Amhéara hordes.

The remains of the fallen chief having, after much
search, been recovered from the cshes of a still
smoking village, were shrouded with a white cloth,
and borne upon a bier from the scene, of desolation.
Glutted with booty, the despot now left his locusts
to pursue their own course up the Ekka valley,
where flames and plunder again marked their strag-
glirg return towards the mountains of Garra Gor-
phoo. « Each hamlet was ravaged in succession ;
and cats,. the sole remaining tenants of the deserted
huts, were dislodged by the torch of the Wdébo.

For miles and miles the road was lined with
dusty .and wajworn warriors laden with spoil:
flocks and herds, donkeys, mules, and horses, honey-
combs, poultry, household utensils and farming
gear, with gaptive women and chiffiren, ndiscrimi-
nately mingled with the men-at-armi. Whilst some
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‘of these latter, wounded and mutilated, were lashed
ypon the backs of their.palfreys, others; dismounted,
.were dragging behind them their lame and exhausted
steeds ; sheep and goats, unabfe through fatigue to
proceed, being cut limb from limb while estill alive,
and the bleeding trunks left quivering in the path by
the wanton butchers.

Re-entering the mountains, across which the sun
now cast the long dark slfadows of evening, the
camp was sought in vain; but the rear division,
with tents and baggage, was at length descried
pouring down the opposite height®under a vast
canopy of dust to the encamping ground at Boora
Roofa. A 1éng march the preceding day had brought
it to Sululta near to Moolo F#lada, where it met and
destroyed those who had fled,from the immediate
scene of the king’s inroad, made numerous female
captives, and, with the loss of the sumpter horses
laden with ho-ns of hydromel, acquired counsiderable
booty ; information casually received of the main
division having thence led it back through, the
mountains to the present halting-ground, after all
had made ap their minds to another cold bivouac'in
the open air. During its more recent progress, this .
division had carried fire and sword through the
country of the Sertie Galla, wherd it yet remmined .
unplundered ; and, as the day again ciosed, the vault
of heaven was re-illumined by volumes of lurid smoke
from the surrounding hamlets. * .

Such is the appalling retribution with whicn
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Séhela Selassie is wont to visit those rebel tribes
who withhold the moderate tribute imposed upon
them. Tke relinquishment to the crown of three
or four hundred of the many thousand head of
cattle captured duning this and the preceding day,
would, with some' twenty or thirty horses, have
averted this awful chastisement, the fearful con-
sequence of taxation refused. The revolt of tribes
1nhab1t1ng remote portions of His Majesty’ s domi-
nions arises too frequently from the oppression of
Galla governors, over whose proceedings he can
exercise very inadequate control; bute«it is caused
in a principal degree by the absence of outpost or
fortification to hold his wild subjects in check.
Could he be prevailedeupon to abandon his present
wgak mode of securing the Galla dependencies, to
strengthen them by those military arrangements
for which the country is so peculiarly adapted, and
to place a better limit upon the exactions of frontier
governors, what bloodshed and misery might not be
avested !

The prmy halted at Boora Roofa to enable strag-
gling detachments to rejoin; and small parties went
out in various directions to complete the work of
demolition among the deserted hamlets of the Sertie
tribe, some of which, embosomed deep among the
mountain glens, had hitherto escaped attention:
hives of ungathered honey, heaps of unwinnowed
corn, and the half-flayed carcass #fandoned within
the filthy habitation, bearing ample testimony to
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the precipitate flight of the hunted inmates, around
many of whose bodies gaunt vultures aiready held
their carnival. .

Early during the forenoon, horsemen rode in to
the royal pavilion with important intelligence, ¢hat
Ayto Hierit, a favourite governer, had, at the dis-
tance of a few miles, surprised and surrounded a
Galla in a tree, among the branches of which the
caitiff awaited the arrival of the king. Impatient
to wreathe his brow with new laurels, the monarch
lost not a moment in sallying forth to destroy the
unfortunateswretch, taking a most formidable array
of single and double-barrelled guns and rifles of
every calibrle, together with an escort of five thou-
sand cavalry. .

Receiving a long shot through the thigh at the
royal hands, whilst imperfectly ensconced among
the foliage, the victim, abandening all hope of es-
cape, wisely cast away his weapons, and cried
loudly for quarter; being admitted to which, he
kissed the feet of His Majesty, and thus eseaped
his otherwise inevitable fate. To take the Jife of a
Galla, and to secure a prisoner of either sex, are,
in Amhdira warfare, accounted one and the Same
thing ; and although, where adult males are con-
cerned, the more merciful alteMnative is warely
adopted, the despot, whose dreams often conjure
up his past deeds of blood in judgment against him,
has become nmre lenient than ®of yore. Yet the
valuable presgnts to which the destruction of a
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helpless foe entitles him from -every governor in
the realm, the increased respect acquired in the
eyes of his.subjects and warriors, and the additional
lustre shed over his already chivalrous reputation
by each new muraer, however foul, induce him still
to seek occasions such as this to embrue his hands
in gore.

Messenger after messenger now galloped into
camp at full speed, with the joyful tidings of the
king’s achievement, each new announcement elicit-
ing yet louder and louder songs and shouts from
the wotzbeitoch, eunuchs, and parasites &t the royal
quarters. In another hour the cavalcade returned
in triumph, the wounded captive riding on a mule
behind the exulting menarch, who, hy virtue of his
bold exploit, wore in ,the hair a large green branch
of wild asparagus, whilst the greasy garment of his
bleeding prisoner graced the proud neck of his war-
steed. Repeated volleys of musketry, with the
blasts of horns, and the din of kettle-drums, pro-
claimed the signal prowess of His Christian Ma-
jesty. Priests and women flocked to receive him
with a clapour of acclamation, and he alighted amid
the most stunning uproar.

Through the Master of the Horse I presently re-
ceivea a message to the effect that the attendance of
every member of the Embassy had been looked for,
the Galla having been entrapped purposely that his
destruction might ve accomplished¢yy thz hand of
the King’s British visiters, in view to the exaltation



THE HEATHEN IN THE TREE. 205

of the national name. “‘ Why tarried ve in the tent ?
I desired that my children might slay the heathen in
the tree; but, when they came not, T myself per-
formed the deed.”

I informed the puissant monarch in reply, ¢ that,
independently of its being the Sabbath, and none
of the party possessing the smallest inclination to
destroy a defenceless human being under any cir-
cumstances, no public body’ was authorised by the
law of nations to draw a sword offensively in any
country not in open hostility with lts own. That in
Shoa an elephant was esteemed equlvalent to forty
armed Galla, and a wild buffalo to five ; and of these
much-dreaded animals we were ready to destroy any
number that he might think proper to permit.”

Great was the triumph and s$he quaffing of mead,
and the feasting on raw beef, during the residue of
the day and the early hours of ¢he night, for, lo! the
king of kings in single combat had prevailed over
his Galla foe. Essential assistance had been af-
forded by the medical officers of the Embassy te the
sick and wounded ; amongst the latter, to asbrother
of the Queen; yet many reproaches were now
abroad, in that its members had eaten the royal
bread, and destroyed none of the enemies of the
state. The example of other forelyners, who®were
represented to have shot Galla’out of trees, was
contrasted somewhat unfavourably to British cou-
rage; and a Phvate of the artillery, escort was
roundly taxed.with cowardice for permitting the
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escape of an unarmed peasaht, who lay concealed
in a bush by the way-side, and could have of-
fered no resistance. The defenceless wretch was
subsequently pursued by thirty Amhéra horsemen,
but“escaped unscathed on foot into the forest, under
a shower of their €hristian lances.

In all countries where a martial spirit is fostered
by continual forays, and where the exertions of a
single day are sufficient to maintain the successful
marauder for six months to come, the daily un-
ceasing labour of the cultivator is forsaken for the
shield and spear. But in Abyssinia; where the
principal booty is monopolised by the monarch, the
case is widely different, since, although military
expeditions are of fre\juent occurrence, the sword
of the plunderer is =s often turned again into the
ploughshare—whilst the despoiled husbandman,
again tilling his devastated lands, and occupying
the brief intervals of peacc and repose in agricul-
tural and pastoral pursuits, the fair provinces of the
Galla, flowing with milk and honey, are speedily
reclothed in one sheet of luxuriant cultivation.

The Abyssinians have been represented as a bold,
martigl, and chivalrous race—but in Shoa the
“chafipions of the Cross” are impelled by none of
that knightly vdlour which warmed the breast of
the crusader of olt. The white feather, that em-
blem of cowardice in other lands, forms the boast
of their murderou$ exploits; and the system of the
noble art of war would seem to consist in the mer-
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ciless destruction of the enemy by sudden inroad
and surprise. Harrying the invaded country with
overwhelming masses of undisgiplined cdvalry, the
only opposition to be encountered is an occasional
skirmish during the night with an outlyidg detath-
ment, or by day during the passage of a weak body
through morasses or intricate defiles. The appear-
ance of a foe invariably proves the signal for in-
creased disorder, all who are so disposed sallying
forth to the assault, when those who harbour ani-
mosity against a comrade not unfrequently avail
themselves Of the opportunity to assassinate him in
the mélée.

Cruelties emanating from the hereditary detest-
ation of the heathen, whicH, with the barbarous
spoils earned during the forayp, is handed down «as
an hcir-loom from generation to generation, are up-
fortunately cvuntenanced by the monarch, who has
too often persunally set the disgraceful example of
mutilation ; whilst the bigotry and superstition of
the savage Amhira induces him to regard every
pagan in the light of a dog, as doth thee fanatic
Moslem the Christian. The revolting barbarities
practised in the hour of victory, which fro time
immemorial have had existence in ASthiopia, and
unfortunately also over the greater portion oY un-
happy Africa to which discovery has yet extended,
are perpetuated by the commission of similar enor-
mities on °the [Art of the Galld usurpers of the
fairest portions of the land, whp butcher children
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and old men without distinétion, mutilate all who
fall into their hands, and enslave females upon every
opportunity. )

The rapid muster of the Amhéra under their re-
spective chieftains, the disorderly march, the rude,
but for the purpose sufficient tactics, with the
slaughter and devastation consequent upon success,
forcibly bring to mind the wars of feudal Furope.
The stimulus afforded by individual interest in the
murders committed during the foray stands at
present in ‘the place of discipline, since without one
or the other no army could be brought into the
field. Triumph attends the return of the Christian
warrior from battle in proportion to the number of
lives he bears upon “his arm, and for each enemy
slain he is entitled "to some conspicuous personal
badge, which forms his greatest pride. A ring, a
gauntlet, or a bracélet, gained at the expense of
acts the most dastardly, raises him accordingly in
the estimation of relatives and companions in arms,
and"signal success almost invariably paves the way
tq royal preferment.

Disciptine alone can check the prevailing bar-
barity, by superseding desultory hand to hand com-
bat, and keeping every soldier in such comparative
ignofance of the number that fall to his individual
prowess, as to preclude the vaunting of exploits.
To those especially who have been eye-witnesses
of such a é'oray, it must afford Snatter for deep
regret that feud and contest should hitherto so



EFFECTS OF DISCIPLINE. 209

effectually have debarred access to the interior, and
should have checked the advance of Christianity and
civilization, which, as in happigr lands, hust bring
with them the means of providing for redundant
population, and could not fail to ameliorate ‘the
horrors attendant upon the eXisting system of
Abyssinian warfare.

VOL. 1I. P
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CIIAPTER XXV.
LIBERATION OF THE PRISONERS OF WAR.

Duxing the more tuan usually successful campaign
of the Ambara host, an opportunity was afforded us
of laying down as scientifically as very limited time
would permit, an extensive and most interesting
tract of country hitherto scarcely known—not to be
explored by the adventurous but single traveller, and
only to be visited under the peculiar advantages
afforded to the British Embassy by the despotic
Negoos. We were all much disappointed that this
acquaintance should‘not have extended to the Lake
Zooai, as anticipated from the manifesto originally
promulgated at Machal-wans; but Ayto Bérri,
mahy years Quarter-master-general of the royal
troops,” who, in his guondam capacity of Moham-
madan rover, had often visited that famous expanse
of water, strongly discountenanced the contemplated
measure of molesting the incffensive inhabitants of
its five islands—mixed Christians and pagans living
in profound peace with each other, and with every
surrounding neighbour. To his advice may in
some measure be ascribed the" alteration in the
king’s intentions ;-but the argument which had pro-
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bably more weight with His Majesty than the harm-
less attributes of the population, was based on the
dense and dii@ult character of the extensive forests,
swarming with Galla and with wild beasts, through
which the army must pass, after ,crossing the pil-
laged valley of Germéma.

The Christian camp at Boora Roofa was crowded
with disconsolate groups of heathen captives, many
with infants at their backs, and nearly all ine a
statc of nudity, with long raven tresses streaming
wildly over their shoulders. Hopeless slavery was
theirs ; but influenced by my earnest remonstrance,
zided by the.active and reverend missionary, Dr.
Krapf, whom philanthropic feeJings had cnabled to
endure the uncongenial atmosphere of ignorance and
unbelief—whom the purest and most praiseworthy
motives had induced to obey the royal summons to
the field, and who, from his long experience, knew
when to touch the latent spark of mercy,—the king
wiped out the foul stain of the preceding day by
consenting to liberate the whole. Ere the nugdreet
sounded the return of the troops, a proclamation
went forth commanding the immediate release of
every prisoner of war ; and as the dissatisfied army
turned its back upon the valley, long files. of
widowed dames and fatherless girly were to be seen
hurrying in freedom across the hills towards their
desolate heagths, nyerjoyed at the ssudden and un-
expected restoration of their liberty through the
white man’s intercession—the ruthless soldiery, dis-

r2 .
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appointed at the loss of their booty, having pre-
viously stripped the last covering from all, and sent
them forth naked as they came into tge world.

Tt would be sup.rfluous to dwell upon the satis-
faction which filled the breast of every member of
the Embassy, at this signal victory over savage
ferocity ; and heartfelt were the congratulations on
all sides, that Providence had permitted us to be
thts instrumental 1 ameliorating the condition of
so large a number of our fellow-creatures.

A long march brought us the same day to the
river Alelta, a tributary to the Nile, and forming
near the encampment Lake Sertie, a full mile in
diameter, bounded by low hills of trachyte and por-
phyry. A web of deep miry ravines, shut in by
high crumbling banks, presented a wet and slippery
footing, and many were the disasters that befel the
demure dames of the royal kitchen. Wicker para-
sols might be seen floating down the current as
the luckless proprietors struggled in the black slimy
mud among mules and war-stecds, or emerged in
truly pltlable condition to be censured by the
awstere guardians, who, horror-stricken, had wit-
nessed from above the absence of all order and
decorum.

Each moment:rendered the treacherous passage
more and more impracticable; and it was not diffi-
cult to understand how, in the month of June the
preceding “year, the spot should 'have proved the
grave of eight hundred of the Amhéra cavalry. At
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that season thc country, flooded for many miles
around, becomes one great quagmire, which is not
to be crossed without extreme caution. Before the
lxmg had pasfed with the main body of the victo-
rious troops escorting immense plunder, the Settie
Galla, taking advantage of supefior knowledge of
the locality, completely cut off the van of the army,
consisting of the Mentshar and Bulga detachments.

They had become entangled “in the mazy labyrinth,

and were massacred to a man cre assistance could
be rendered by the matchlockmen of -the body-
guard, who*did not reach the ground until the
encmy were in full retreat.

HIs Majesty’s object in now revisiting the scene
of this catastrophe was suffitiently obvious. No
sooncr had the imperial cavalcade halted among the
bleached skelctons of the fallen warriors, than
champions, whose steeds were distinguished by
greasy garments stripped from the bodies of Galla
victims, caracoled proudly in front of the state
umbrellas, brandishing their bright weapons aloft—
exhibiting the human fragments that had been won
during the recent bloody foray—and aften a detail
of their individual exploits, shouting defiance to the
humbled Sertie. The wild triumphal exhibition
concluding after half an hour, a band of music
advanced, and continued to play until the pavilion
had been prepared for. the royal reception.

Early tHe ens®ing morning thé king sent con-
fidentially to my tent, to inqujre if none of his
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guests could divine whether the day were propitious
to the advance of the army— a point upon which he
felt somewhat dubious. Our confession of lament-
able want of skill in augury was sutcecded by a
march of sixteen miles to Ellulee Jidda over a
monotonous landscape of swclling downs and
shallow valleys, intersected by streamlets that had
scooped deep channels in the loose black soil. The
stately relict of » deceased Galla chieftain rode
through the ranks with her tribute in horses and
kine, and -experienced a most gallant reception at
the hands of the monarch. She might have sat
for the portrait of La Belle Sauvage, but the grease
wherein thc person of the handsome dame® was
embedded, tended unfortunately .o destroy the
remance inseparable from her Amazonian appear-
ance and feudal condition.

Various triumphdnt detachments also met the
royal corteége en route, the chiefs and victorious
warriors careering in succession before the van of
thetarmy, with green sprigs of asparagus waving
above cheir dishevelled and newly-dressed locks.
Prisoners were seated behind the cruppers of some
of the more merciful, and the flank of each grey
steed was dyed with clotted human gore. A short
rambling recitative, expressive of loyalty and de-
votion in the field, was followed by savage yells and
whoops, twice or thrice re-echoed by their mar-
shalled band of followers, when théy vadited lightly
from the saddle, prostrated themselves on the
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ground, and galloped off, each in his turn, to make
way for some new squadron, whose war chorus
came pealing over the hills— |

“ The combat's past, the fight is won,
Then trinmph o’er the prostrate foe ;
The heathen blood has frecly ruh,
Raise high the chaunt, Woko, Woko.

« Let hill and dale return tl}e note,
Woké, Woko, aydh Woko;
Loud ring from every Christian throat
The shout of death, Wokd, Wokd.”

Whilst the army was encamping: the legion of
Ayto Shishigo, rejoining the royal division with
three thousand head of oxen, in like manner re-
ported their successful expldits to the king, who,
as usual, occupied the summits of an adjacent emi-
nence. Tribute was still in a course of diligent
collection, zud Galla chieftalns, with their hair
plaited after the model of the lotus-flower, were
flocking with their dues from all directions. One
refractory village only, of the Jidda tribe, withold-
ing its impost of a single horse, paid theepenalty
of its folly. The inhabitants fled, butstheir de-
serted houses were sacked and consigned to “the
flames, the stakes and palisades by which, in com-
mon with every hamlet in thig, direction, it was
strongly fortified, affording fuel for the royal
kitchen, and subsequently a scramble to one half
of the army. ’
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CHAPTER XXVI.
THE TRIUMPH.

A 1oNG march acriss the Sana Robi next brought
the troops to Belit, in the neighbourhood of Yeolo.
His Majesty, seated upon his cushioned alga,
halted frequently in the wide undulating meadows
to witness warlike rehearsals on a still more splen-
did scale; on the termination of which, many of
the quotd,s having received their dismissal, dispersed
tortheir respective districts, although not until after
one Amhara soldier had been treacherously mur-
dered by a rival comrade, and another had been
despcratcly wounded in a trifling dispute.

Before sunrisc the ensuing morning the victo-
rious troops, reduced by one third, marched upon
Angollfla, driving exultingly before them upwards
of thirty: thousand head of cattle, the entire of
which were, par excellence, the property of the king.
Arrived within sight of the crpital, strains of mar-
tial music burst,from the centre division, when
every throat throughout the -vast army joined in
one deafening chorus. Halfa mile to the south of
the Galla wall a tent had been ‘%rected, to which
His Majesty retiring for a few minutes, arrayed
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himself preparatory t6 the triumphal cntry; and
the various leaders, at the head of their respective
squadrons, meanwhile took up the positien allotted
in the coming pageant.

As the state umbrellas, preceded by the ark* of
St. Michael, passed through the Ankdber gate of
the defences, the assecmbled chiefs and warriors
who had been most distinguished during the suc-
cessful foray, arrayed in the glittering badges of
former achicvements in arms, placed themselves
in advance. One hundred gore-stained.steeds, re-
splendent wtth trappings and brass ornaments, and
fancifully caparisoned in gay cloths and chintz
housings, bounded and pranced gallantly under
this chosen band of proud ®cavaliers, who, with
lances couched, and party-colaured robes flaunting
in the wind, slowly curvetted over the verdant
carpet of turf. Their glossy black hair, loaded with
fcathers and green branches in token of recent
triumph, and their variously emblazoned shiclds,
glancing brightly in the sun-beams, they rente the
air with shrill whoops and yells, responded, at fre-
quent intervals by loud shouts of welcome from the
palace, and from all parts of the town; whilst the
dense phalanx of warriors in the rear—their forest
of lances partially obscured under a thick candpy of
dust—pressing tumultuously forward, and pouring
the wildest war-songs from ten thousand throats,
completed® onc &f the most brifliant and savage
exhibitions thay can be conceived.
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The king was enrobed in the ample spoils of a
noble lion, richly ornamented, and half concealing
beneath their tawny folds an embroidered green
mantle of Indian manufacture. On his right shoul-
dei he wore three chains of gold as a symbol of the
Holy Trinity, and’the fresh-plucked bough of aspa-
ragus, which denoted his recent exploit, rose from
the centre of an embossed coronet of silver. His
dappled war-steed, bedizened with housings of blue
and yellow, was led prancing beside him, and imme-
diately in advance bounded the champion, on a
coal-black charger, bearing the imperial shield of
massive silver, with the sacred emblem of Chris-
tianity in high rclief, whilst his long plaited raven
locks floated wildly behind, over tue spotted hide
of a panther, by which his broad shoulders were
graced. Abogiz Maretch and Ayto Berkie rode
on either side of the crimson debdboch, and a mar-
shalled line of shicld-bearers, under the Master of
the Horse, preserved a clear space around the
royel person until the cavalcade had gained the
stockaded knoll, upon the summit of which the
palace is erected.

Here a deputation of priests, clad in snow-white
garments, received the victorious monarch with a
blessing, and under a volley of musketry, His Ma-
jesty proceeded fo ascend. The outer court was
crowded with female slaves, beggars, and menials,
who, on the first appcarance ©f thé umbrellas
within the gate, greeted the royal qeturn with the
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shrillest clamour, and cast themselves prostrate
in the dust. Fusileers and matchlockmen of the
imperial body-guard lined the gecond paltsaded en-
closure, and under a feu-de-joie, their leader, per-
forming the war-dance before the holy arR, led the
procession to the last enclosure} where the king
being met by the eunuchs of the royal household,
entered the palace by a private door, and sur-
rounded by pages and attendants, presently took
seat in a high latticed balcony fronting the inner
quadrangle. .

Full in tHe centre stood a gigantic drum, whereat
twelve old hags thumped unceasingly with crossed
hands, keeping time cnergetically with their feet,
whilst, under the most frigiftful contortions and
gesticulations, they cursed and screamed defiance
to the cnemies of the state. Sixty concubings,
their faces hesmeared with red ochre and grease,
and their frizzled locks white under a coat of
lard, sang and danced with increasing vehemence
their shrill melodys regulated by the drum, smow
dwindling into recitative, now bursting fosth into
a deafening chorus. Around this strange group,
the dismounted cavaliers formed fifteen deep, and
filling the entirc court, poised each his trophy of
blood aloft upon the glittering ppint of his lance;
and as the whole danced, and whooped, and howled
like wild beasts, warrior after warrior, springing
with a fientlish ye into the centre of the ring, cast
his prize contemptuously upon, the ground, and
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kissing the dust, did abject homage at the feet of
the triumphant despot.

‘“ Behotd in me the king’s great warrior,” now
resounded from every quarter. “T it was who
sle his tnemy in the open ficld, or speared him in
the burning hut’ May victory ever attend his
armies in the battler May Sihela Selassie reign
for ever!” A general shout and clashing of shields,
with the sudden <essation of the wild music, an-
nounced the close of this savage pageant. The
curtain dropped before the monarch, and, as the
actors dispersed rapidly to the right @and to the
left, the discharge of an old dismounted iron gun,
which, vertically elevated against a stone, was rc-
vealed at the furthet extremity of the court, an-
neunced to the pubklic that the tragedy of *the
Royal Robber”” had been performed with the most
brilliant success, and would be repeated again during
the scason.

Rumours of the destruction of the entire Chris-
tiare host had flown to Angollala in consequence
of the Negoos having, for the first time in his life,
passed the night apart from his baggage; and the
grief and consternation which prevailed during six
days, had only been dispelled by the unexpected
and triumphant return of the victorious army.
Evil omens had, indeed, resounded through the
departing camp, but destiny had been satisfied with
a youthful scion of the royal stotk; and although
the weapons of a lost descendant ef the house of
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Solomon adorned the rude walls of the pagan Galla,
still fire and sword had ravaged their fair country ;
and the rich booty with which the adjacemt meadows
were profusely dotted, proclaimed a harvest which,
during thirty years, and eighty- fgur successive ex-
peditions, had not been eclipsed in the annals of
Ambhira bloodshed and rapine.



CI"APTER XXVII.
NUPTIALS IN HIGH LITE.

Avro HirrAT’s crime brought its own punishment.
The prominent part he had taken in the cvent at
Boora Roofa, ,which had so recently covered his
royal master with glory, could hardly be suffered to
pass unrequited, and three days after the return of
the expedition to Angollila, he was accordingly ho-
noured with the hand of Woizoro Belete Shatchau’,
a Shrew possessing tlie most diabolical of tempers,
whom two husbands had already divorced, although
a princess of the blood royal.

On the morning appointed for the nuptials, we
received an carly summons to the palace, in
ordet to witness the ceremory. The throne was
tricked out with unusual gaiety for the occasion,
and, the ‘king, cevering his mouth with a fold
of his striped mantle according to undeviating
wont, was still in the hands of the barber, who,
having curled the-last lock, was adjusting the green
saréti. The court-yard was” already crowded with

spectators, and a numerous train of female slaves,

. a

' Angficg, ‘ Superior to all.”
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who had entered by a side door, were arranging
themselves in front. The quaint, loose chemises of
blue and red, with broad white bordefs, which
formed the attire of all, imparted a most grotesque
appearance, and cach carried on her woolly hea5 a
large wicker basket, ornamented with bead draperies
arranged in every variety of fanciful vandyke. Thesc
antique, figures and their burdens constituted the
dower of thc bride, whose wedding garments we had
supplied, and who presently entered, riding upon a
white mule, gaily tricked out in for.kcd' housings,
chains, and Brass bells. The Princess Worka Ferri®,
her sister, followed upon a second, similarly capa-
risoned ; end both ladics were distinguished by large
dftabgirs of crimson silk, as Wwell as by a cowl of
silver network which covered® the hair, and ter-
minated in a tiura of pendants and globules falling
over the forel:cad. A crimson-triped robe formed
the costume of each, and their naturally plain faces
were rendered hideous by a coat of red ochre with
blue-stained arches i the place of eyebrows, witich
it is the fashion of Shoa to pluck out. . .
Next in order came the royal band of music, with
numerous mounted female attendants clad in pea-
green vests. A dance and vocal chorus was con-
tinued during a quarter of an hoursto the dissonant
thunder of the war drum; and as the umbrellas
filed slowly. across the court through the opposite
.

¢ ’i, e. Golden Fruit.e
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wicket, the happy bridegroom approached the throne,
and did homage to the sovercign who had thus re-
warded His services by alliance. The presence of
the priest is so far from being held indispensable,
that a wedded pair forms a rare phenomenon in
Abyssinia. No marriage rites whatever solemnised
this union ; and the shrew, in full procession, pro-
ceeded straightway to spend the honeymoon at the
abade of her tuird husband, who, following at a
respectful distance, exhibited in his features small
anticipatioh of conjugal felicity.

Descending through the great gate, a train of
dirty cook-boys led the van, bearing on their heads
pots, pans, and culinary utensils. One hundred
female slaves followéd, carrying baskets of bread,
vessels of hydromel, bedding, wearing apparel, and
other baggage required on the journcy. Next came
the band of flutes in full play, and immediately be-
hind, the amiable bride herself, most aptly styled
“superior to all.” Two maids of honour, bearing
decorated barillés of choice wine from the royal
cellars®rode on either sidc of their mistress. Nume-
roys mdéunted Amazons—musty-looking Athiopic
figures in blue and white smocks, and party-coloured
bead, helmets—kept the inquisitive crowd at a dis-
tance with their Tong white wands; whilst an escort
of three hundied choseri spearmen, flanked by
nobles, eunuchs,, and pages on horseback, brought
up the redr, amid the thumping of nugdreet from
the hill top, and the shrill acclamations of the entire
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female popui'ation of ‘the town, which rung from
every eminence in honour of the nuptials of Princess
Belete Shatchau. . -

‘“ My Galla subjects revolted,” exclaimed the des-
pot tauntingly, as soon as the wedding was ove*—
““ My Galla tribugaries revolted : b have played them
one trick, and I will shortly play them another.”

The customary congratulations after a victory
were offered in the words, “* God has aided your
arms.” “ Yes,” replied the monarch; ‘ the God
of my fathers has assistcd me—I have, slain four
thousand st hundred of mine enerhies, and have
capturcd thirty-seven thousand and forty-two head
of cattle.”

When complimenting the king on the clemency
extended towards the prisoners of war, who had on
this occasion been released for the first time during
his reign, 1 <id not lose the opportunity of com-
menting upon .he destruction of innocent and help-
less children, as being a most inhuman practice,
and one quite unwarthy of the Christian warsior.
The despot smiled, as if half ashamed ; and.lookmg
down, replied, “ I am aware that it is bad, but in
all countries we must conform to the customs that
prevail. The Galla destroy the Amhara without
discrimination, and we do but, retaliate. ®You
must all accompany me on my next campaign in
January. I shall build a fortified house at Kara-
barek, and®you mmist there tarry with me. When-
ever you are present I will release the captives.”

VOL. II. Q
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During the absence of the army at Garra Gor-
phoo, one of the Mohammadan inhabitants of
Arg6bba had been waylaid and wantonly murdered
by the Adaiel, who are in constant feud with the
frofitier population of Efit. The relations and
clansmen of the deceased surprised the village to
which the assassins belonged, and, in revenge, slew
sixteen persons. Wulisma Mohammad succeeded,
after much difficuly, in apparently pacifying the
lowland tribe, who had in their turn sworn upon
the Kordn to take bloody vengeance; but no
sooner had hé returned from the border, than
thirteen Moslem females, proceeding from the town
of Chénnoo to draw water in the wady, were bar-
barously butchered at the well.

.This tragedy beirg followed by an application
for troops to chastise the delinquents, now induced
the remark, that ‘if the Adaiel could sece one
fourth of the Amhdra host, they would cease to
trouble the frontier.”

“No,” replied His Majesty, “it will not do.
My grandfather tried his arms with the people
below, byt he was surprised, and lost four thousand
meh and six thousand oxen in the bed of a.dry
ravine. The water of the kwdlla' is putrid, and
the sir hot and unwholesome. Noxious vapours
arise during the night, and the people die from
fever. We fear their sultry climate and their dense

' i. e. Low valleys. .
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forests, and their mode of warfare. They leave
open only one avenue; and when the Christians
enter the thicket, breaking short their lances, they
rush in and fight at close quarters. No one can
stand against them. Our muskets avail nothing, by
reason of the trees and bushes. *Furthermore, the
Adaiel are subtle in strong medicines. They
poison the wells with drugs, and corrupt the water
with magic spells and enchantments. 1t is their
wont to mix together the flesh of a black dog., a
cat, and a certain forest bird. This they strew
craftily about the ground, and whoso® eateth there-
of, becomes instantly insane and dies.”

According 'to the etiquette of the court, I now
placed at the foot of the thron& the presents which
custom enforces after a victory. My son,” re-
sumed the king, “I am your father. I am rich,
You have already given me too* much, and I desire
not your property. 1 wish only for your love, and
for that of your nation. I am fully aware of the
objects of your residence in my kingdom. I have
secn your character, and know that you will slay
clephants, and buffalos, and wild beasts. You must
not go away, but accompany me on many more
expeditions. You have now seen much people.
You must go with me to Gurigués where you will
behold other tribes, and a far more extensive coun-
try. I shall build a wall. My father subdued all
the populatlon of 8hoa, and I fear no engmy to the
south, in Guragpé, Endrea, or Zingero. None can

Q2 °* '
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stand before me. The Adaiel and the people of
Geshe? alone contend with me. In Geshe they
have lange shields, and fight hand to hand. The
country of the Adel is difficult of access, and un-
fortunaté for the Amhdra. It is an old dependency
of the empire of my ancestors; but the men are
brave, and stand firm in battle. They will not run
away.”’

* A province on the northern frontier of Shoa.
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CHAPTER XXVIL.
CHRONICLE OF THE INVASION OF MONAMMAD GRAAN.

IN connection with the foregoing remarks respecting
the inhabitants of the lowlands, it is now desirable to
sketch, for the reader’s information, some of those
early hostilifies between the Mohammadans and
Christians, which find a record in the meagre annals
of Abyssinia. They led, in the sixteenth century,
to an event so often alluded to in these Sagés,-—the
invasion of Graan, ¢ the Left-hafided,”” whose irrup=
tions proved the greatest calamlty that ever befel
the country.

The allegiance claimed from the Adaiel by the
emperors of ASthiopia is known to have been
evaded at a very rethote period. Ages ago gbld
was returned for gold, apparel for apparel ; and the
intractable Moslems were studiously kept in good
humour whensoever they thought proper to visit
the Christian court. Their revenues arose chiefly
from the supply of camels for the transport of
merchandize to various parts of Africa, and from
the importation of fossil salt, which then, as now,
passed instcad of “silver currency, and for which
they purchaseds slaves, togethem with the rich
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staples of the interior. Thus the interests of Adel
and of Abyssinia have always been so intimately
linked, that the declaration of war was certain to
prove disastrous alike to the victor and to the van-
quished, since it must have interfered equally with
the commerce by which both were enriched. Never-
theless, upon all suitable opportunities, the fanatic
lowlanders, urged by religious hate, plundered the
Christian churche~, and massacred or tortured the
priests, until they at length drew upon themselves a
war of extermination.

The Abyssinian chroniclers state' that Amda
Zion, who died at Tegulet about the middle of the
fourteenth century, first made a retributive inroad,
in consequence of ‘his rebellious vassals having,
amongst many othe: derogatory expressions, taunted
him as “‘an eunuch, fit only to take care of women.”
But the Emperor was never beaten. He overran
and laid waste the plains from the mountains to the
borders of the ocean, and swept off to the highlands
a prodigious amount of cattke. Every species of
enormity appears to have been practised in retali-
ation by the Amhdra, who were commanded to
““leave nothing alive that drew the breath of life.”
This behest was obeyed with all the rage and cruelty
that revenge and a difference of religion could in-
spire ; and before the termination of the campaign,
the dauntless young King of Wypoo had been slain,
together with Sileh, the King of Mara, who boasted
descent in a direct line from the Apostle.
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Constant commercial intercourse had long been
maintained between Cairo and Abyssinia, both across
the desert and by way of the Rgd Sea. GCareat cara-
vans, composed formerly of Pagans, but now of
Mohammadans, passed in without molestdtion, £nd
dispersed Indian manufactures thtough the heart of
Africa. Friars, priests, nuns, and pious laymen, in
vast numbers, also set out annually on a pilgrimage
to Jerusalem, whither, with’' drums beating before
the holy cross, they proceeded by the route of
Suakem, making long halts for the performance of
divine servite. But with the power of the Mame-
lukes, all communication across the desert, whether
for compmercial or religious purposes, was closed to
the Christians.  After the cOnquest of Bgypt and
Arabia by Selim I.,caravans weme invariably attacked,
the old were butchered, and the young swept into
slavery ; for the Emperor of the’ Ottomans, fully im-
bued with the merciless bigotry of his creed, held
it a sacred duty to convert by the sword the subjects
of a monarch whosa ancestor had been honoured
with the correspondence of the great foundeg of the
Saracen empire. Many Arabian merchants, flying
about the same period from the violence and injus-
tice of the Turkish tyrants, had sought an asylum
in the opposite African states,» whereupon the
Ottomans took possession, from Aden, of the sea-
port of Zeyla, and not only laid the Indian trade
under hea'y contsbutions, by means of their galleys
cruising in the, narrow straits of Bab el Mandeb,
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but threatened the conquest both of Adel and
*Abyssinia.

Betwix¢ these cquntries there subsisted peace
from the death of Amda Zion to the middle of the
fifteenth tentury. Towards the close of the reign
of Zara Yéicoob, ‘who founded Debra Berhan, the
flame of discord was again fanned by a certain queen
of Zeyla, who is said to have aspired to the hand of
the Emperor ; but:the Christian arms were still in
the ascendant. Beeda Mariam, the next occupant
of the throne, pabsed his life in a constant struggle
to assert supremacy over the low country ; and, on
his death-bed, he caused himself to be so‘turned
that his face might be towards the sandy dgserts of
the Adaiél, to whose Subjugation lis whole energies
had for ten years been devoted. '

.Mafoodi’s inroads, it has been seen, commenced
during the reign of Alexander. They continued,
with increasing horrors, throughout that of his suc-
cessor Naod. Nebla Dengel being only eleven years
of age when called to the 4&hrone, Helena, his
mother; ruled during his minority. Albuquerque
was at that period viceroy of India, and to him the
queen-dowager sent to implore assistance for trou-
bled Abyssinia. Arriving at Goa, the ambassador
announced himself to be the bearer of ‘‘a fragment
of wood belonging to the true Cross on which Christ
died, which relic had been sent, as a token of friend-
ship to her brother Emmanuel, by the Enipress over
Zthiopia ;”” and this overture was in due time fol-
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lowed by the arrival at Massowah of an embassy
from the King of Portugal.

Father Alvarez has recorded the unfavourable
reception experienced in Shoa at the hands of the
young emperor, who could never be brought‘to
recognize his mother’s proceedings, which had led
to this influx of foreigners. At the age of sixteen,
having_adopted the title of Wdnag Suggud, sig-
nifying *‘ feared among the lidns,” he had taken the
field in person against Mafoodi, who, backed by ‘the
rebellious King of Adel, still continued his wasting
inroads on the Christian frontier. At the opening
of the campaign, this fanatic, who had resolved
either to conquer or to die a martyr to his religion,
threw the gauntlet of defiarfce to the €hristian
chivalry, and it was instantly accepted. The infidel
was slain in single combat by the monk Gabriel, a
soldier of tried valour, who had a%sumed the monastic
cap during the preceding reign in consequence
of having been deprived of the tip of his tongue
for treasonable freedom of speech. Cutting off ¢the
head of this vanquished antagonist, he now threw
it at the feet of his royal master, and exclaimed,
“ Behold, sire, the Goliath of the Infidels!” The
green standard of the Prophet and of the faith was
taken, twelve thousand of the Moslem were Slain,
and the youthful emperor, in defiance, struck his
lance through the door of the Kim;!; of Adel. The
monk who®had tlms delivered Abyssinia from her
worst scourge, was welcomed with the applause of
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the whole nation. Maidens pressed forward to strew
flowers in his path, and matrons celebrating his
achievements with songs, placed garlands on his
head, and held out their babes to gaze at the
warrior as he passed.

It was shortly‘after the departure of the Portu-
guese embassy that Graan, ‘‘ the Left-handed ’—then
King of Adel—made his first appearance on the
ZEthiopian stage, "vhere he was long the principal
actor. In league with the Turkish Bashaw on the
coast of Arabia, this mighty warrior sent his Abys-
sinian prisoners to Meccca, and in retdrn was far-
nished with a large body of Janizaries, at the head
of whom he burst into Efat and Fétigar, drove off
the populavion, and* laid waste the country with
fire. In 1528 he twok possession of Shoa, overran
Ambhara, burnt all the churches, and swept off im-
mense booty. In his next campaign the invader
wintered in Begémeder, and the f{ollowing year
hunted the emperor like a wild beast through
Tigvé to the borders of Sennaar, gave battle to the
royal troops on the banks of the Nile, with his own
hand slew the monk Gabriel, who had vanquished
Mafoodi in single combat, cut the army to pieces,
practised every species of atrocity, and set fire to
half the churches in Abyssinia.

Famine and plague now raged, and carried off
those whom the sword had spared. The princes
of the bloed wefe all destroyed y Axum' was burnt,
and the monarch, himself, after beipg compelled to
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take refuge in the wilderness, was finally slain.
‘With him died also the boasted splendour of the
Abyssinian court, for he was, the last monarch of
Athiopia who dlsplayed the magmﬁcence of a
¢ king of kings.”

Markos, the aged Archbishop,*had, on his death-
bed, appointed as his successor John Bermudez, a
Portuguese who had been detained in the country,
and at the request of Claudius, who succeeded to
the empire, he now proceeded to Europe to obtain
assistance. Don Christopher de Gama, with five
hundred sdidiers, obtained possession of Massowah,
slew the governor, and sent his head to Gondar,
where, as an early pledge of future victory, it was
received with raptures by tht queen. * The general
was shortly confronted by Graan in person. Artil-
lery and muskets were for the first time opposed
in Abyssiniu; and the Portuguese leader being
wounded, took refuge in a cave. Deaf to persua-
sion, he refused to seek safety in flight ; and a
Turkishb lady of ex‘raordinary beauty, whom he
had made prisoner, and who had affecteds conver-
sion to Christianity, shortly betrayed him to the
enemy. He was carried before Graan, who, ‘with*
his left hand cut off his head, and sent it to Con-
stantinople, his body being quartered, and sent in
portions to Arabia.

But the Portuguese were far from beiflg disheart-
ened by this grievous misfortune, and, the armie~
were shortly in,a position again tp try their strength.
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Before the engagement had well commenced, Peter
Lyon, a marksman of low stature, but passing
valiant withal, who had been valet to Don Chris-
topher, having stolen unperceived along the dry
chafinel of a ravine, shot Graan through the body.
He fell from his hérse some distance in advance of
the troops, and the soldier, cutting off one of the in-
fidel’s ears, put it into his pocket. This success was
followed by the totil rout of the Mohammadans ;
and an Abyssinian officer of rank finding the body
of the redeubted chief, took possession of his
mutilated head, which he laid af the feet of the
Emperor in proof of his claim to the merit of
the achievement. Having witnessed in’ silence the
impudence &f his rital, the valet produced the
trephy from his pocket, with the observation that
His Majesty doubtless knew Graan sufliciently well
to be quite certain, ‘“that he would suffer no one to
cut off his ear that possessed not the power to take
his head also.”

Delivered from his enemy, Glaudius now sought
to repair the ravages which had been committed in
his country. A total eclipse of the sun shortly after-
wards threw both army and court into consternation
—every ignorant monk whe practised divination
declaring the phenomenon to portend another inva-
sion from the lowlanders. But in spite of this pro-
phecy an ifiterchange of prisoners took place. Del
Wumbard®, .the widow of Graan, *ad thrown herself
into the wilds of Atbara, and her son Ali Jeraad,
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who was made prisor.ler after his father fell, being
now set at liberty, Prince Menas, only brother to
the emperor, was released from his captirity in the
sultry deserts of Adel, whither he had been carried
during the reign of Nebla Dengel. ’ ’

Noor, the Ameer of Hurrur, Who was deeply en-
amoured of Del Wumbarea, had proved the means
of her escape from the fatal field whereon her hus-
band died. The heroine now pledged her hand in
marriage to him who should lay the head of Clau-
dius at her feet; and Noor mstantly sent a message
of defiancé to the emperor, who Was engaged in
rebuilding the celebrated church of Debra-work,
“the mount'ain of gold,” which had been burnt by
the infidels. - Claudius, who h3d almost®by®a miracle
rescued Abyssinia from the Mehammadans, marched
instantly to accept the challenge. Many prophecies,
were current amongst the soldiéry that the campaign
was to prove unfortunate, and the hot-headed
monarch to lose his life; but he laughed at these
monkish predictionsa declaring an honourable death
to be inﬁnitely preferable to the longest and mgst
prosperous rengn .

The rival armies were on the point of engagmg,
in the year 1559, when the high priest of Debra
Libanos rushed before the emperor to declare a
vision, in which the angel Gabriel had warned him
not to suffer the king of the church of thiopia to
expose hifnself i a needless fight. Thus discou.
raged, the cowgrdly Abyssinians instantly fled, leav-
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ing Claudius supported' only by a handful of Portu-
guese soldiers, who were soon slain around his
person, ard he immediately afterwards fell, covered
with wounds. Hi- head was cut off, and laid by
,NoBr at the feet of Del Wumbarea, who, in ob-
servance of her pledge, became his wife, and with
truly savage ferocity commanded the trophy to be
suspended by the hair to the branches of a tree
before her door, in-order that her eyes might con-
tinually be gladdened by the sight. It hung in this
position during three years, ere it was purchased
by an Armenian merchant, who causetl it to be
interred in the holy sepulchre of St. Claudius at
Antioch; and the name of the hero who had been
victorious§ in'every acfion save that in which he died,
has since been enrolled in the voluminous catalogue
.of Abyssinian saints, where it now occupies a con-
spicuous place, as thé destroyer of Mohammad, sur-
named ‘‘ the Left-handed.”

To the present day the most preposterous legends
are Delieved with reference to the personal prowess
of this fierce invader, his gigantic stature, and the
colossal size of his steed. He is said to have wielded
a brand twenty feet in length ; and although it is
matter of notoriety that he full in the manner above
narrated, by the hand of a Portuguese soldier, he is
represented to have received no fewer than four
thousand $nusket bullets before yielding up the
ghost. ’ﬂm supef'natural achievements of Graan are
handed down to  posterity in an extant Ambhéric
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volume ; and his inroads gave birth in the mind of
the people of Shoa to a superstitious dread of the
Adaiel, such as was long entertajned of the Turks in
Northern Europe, and which it has been seen ex-
tends even to the warlike monarch.
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CHAPTER XXIX.
PROCFEDINGS AT ANGOLLALA.

CertaIN Abyssin‘an potentates of old are recorded
by their biographers to have bestowed in religious
charity all‘their worldly substance, saving the crown
upon their heads. But such ‘will never be said of
Sihela Selassie, whose endowments, although fre-
quent, are invariably regulated by prudence. Ava-
rice stigmatizes his évery gift, and even adulterates
the incense of his Sdcrifice. The countless droves of
sturdy beeves which now ranged over the ‘royal
meadows were daily inspected with evident signs of
satisfaction ; but whilst the sleekest were distributed
over the various pasture-lands, the leanest kine
wete despatched to the several churches and
monasteries, as offerings after the sucaessful cam-
pajgn. *

At this season of rejoicing and festivity, the host
of loathsome objects that hrbitually infest the outer
court, or crawl in quest of alms around the pre-
cincts of the palace, had inereased to a surprising
extent, in order to share the royal bounty. Swarms
of itinerant paupers, who bivouscked under the old
Galla wall, sangs psalms and hymps in the streets
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during the entire night; and long before dawn the
clamour commenced around the tents of a throng
of mendicants, resembling the inmates of a lazar-
house, who, with insolent importunity, relterqted
their adjurations for relief by Georgxs Miriam,
Michael, and every other saint in the Abyssinian
calendar. Many petty pilferings were of course
committed by this ragged congregation; and a
deputation of the inhabitants *of Angollala Soon
presented a petition to the throne, praying for the
dismissal of the vagrants, who had become an in-
tolerable public nuisance.

On the festival of Tekla Haimandt we received
an invitation to witness the distribution of royal
alms, whbich was to be followed by a beggars’ feast.
The wonted inmates of the palladed enclosure were
no longer there, but their place was occupied by-a.
shoal of 2ven more wretched beings, just imported
with a caravan from Guriagué. Upwards of six
hundred slaves, of every age, from childhood to
maturity, and most of them in a state of peffect
nudity, who had been snatched by the hand of
avarice from the fair land of their birth, were
here huddled together under the eye of the rover
for inspection by the officers of the crown, pre-
paratory to being driven to market ; and the for-
lorn apd destitute appearance both of old and
young, stamped them objects but too well fitted
for participation W the ;,hanty of @ Christian
monarch. .
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Immediately on our arrival within the court-yard
of the palace, we were conducted by the king to the
royal bedchamber—a gloomv apartment, lighted
chiefly by the blaze of an iron chafing-dish, and
shared not only by a Moolo Félada cat, with a large
family of kittens, but by three favourite war-steeds,
whose mangers were in close proximity to the well-
screened couch. Cleanliness did not characterise
the warm curtains ; and although cotton cloth had
been pasted round the mud walls for the better
exclusion of the wind, an air of pecuhar discomfort
was present. A rickety alga in one corner, a few
hassocks covered with black leather, an Athiopic
version of the Psalms of David, and a carpet con-
sisting of withered rushes, were the only furniture ;
and the dismal asptct of the room was further
<heightencd by the massive doors and treble pali-
sades which protect the slumbers of the sus-
picious despot. The mystery of our introduction
into the precincts of the harem, was presently
exphlined by the appearance of onc of the young
princescof the blood royal, who had arrived in the
course of the morning, and, with eyes veiled, was
now led in by a withered eunuch, in order that he
might receive medical assisiance.

Saifa Seldssie, *‘ the sword of the Trinity,” is an
extremely aristocratic and fine-looking youth, about
twelve years of age, possessing the noble features of
his sire, with the advantage of a very fair instead
of a swarthy complexion. Beneath a red chintz
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vest of Arabian manufacture, he wore a striped
cotton robe, which fell in graceful folds from the
girdle, and from the crown of ¢he head a®tassel of
minutcly-braided locks streamed to the middle, of
his back. “This is the light of mine eyes, and
dearer to me than life itself,” exclaimed the king,
withdrawing the bandage, and caressing the boy
with the utmost fondness—‘‘ Give him the medicine
that remcves ophthalmia, or he; too, will be hlind
like his father.”

I assured His Majesty that no alarm need be
entertained; and that although the cause was to
be regretted, the day which had brought us the
honour of an interview with the young Prince could
not but be deemed one of the highest good fortune.
Much affected by this intimati8n, he laid his haitd
upon my arm. and replied, “ We do not yet know.
each other as we ought, but we shall daily become
better and better acquainted.” ‘

“Whence comes this wmdskal ?”’ resumed the in-
quisitive monarch, rassing a Catholic cross devoutly
to his lips, as the royal scion was recondueted by
the shrivelled attendant towards the apartments of
the queen—‘“to what nation does it belong ?”
“Tt is the emblem of those who, in their attempts
to propazate the Romish religion in /Athiopia,
caused. rivers of blood to flow,” was the reply.
“No matter,” exclaimed His Majgsty, in rebuke to
the Mohainmadansdragoman who would fain have
assisted in the restoration of thee«paper envelope—
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“ How dost thou dare to profane the holy cross?
These are Christians, and may touch it, but thou
art an unbeliever.”

The votaries of St. Giles had, meanwhile, been
ushered through a private wicket, and in the adja-
cent enclosure offered a most revolting spectacle.
The palsied, the leprous, the scrofulous, and those
in the most inveterate stages of dropsy and ele-
phantiasis, wcre niingled with mutilated wretches
who had been bereft of hands, feet, eyes, and
tongue, by the sanguinary tyrants of Northern
Abyssinia, and who bore with them the scvered
portions, in order that their bodies might be per-
fect at the Day of Resurrection. The old, the halt,
the deaf, the noseless, and the dumb, the living
dead in cvery shape”and form, were still streaming
«through the narrow door; limbless trunks were
borne onwards upon the spectres of mules, asses,
and horses, and the blind, in long Indian file, roll-
ing their ghastly eycballs, and touching each the
shoulder of his sightless neizhbour, groped their
way towards the hum of voices, to add new horrors
to the appalling picture.

An annual muster-roll being kept as a check, all
who were ascertained to have been participators in
the distribution of the preceding year were uncere-
moniously ejected by the myrmidons of the pur-
veyor-general, who has ever the interests of the
state reverfues warmly at heart.' The mendicants
were next classed: in squads according to their dis-
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cases, and the dwarf father confessor, by no means
the least frightful object in the assembly, proceeded,
in capacity of king’s almoner, to dispense’the royal
bounty. Sheep, clothes, and money, were distri-
buted with a judicious hand, each donation made
being carefully rcgistered by the scribes in attend-
ance ; and half-baked bread, raw beef, and sour
beer, in quantities sufficient, to satisfy every monk
and beggar in the realm, having been heaped outside
the palace gate, all ate their fill, and dispersed.

Next to the merciful dispositipn “of Sdhela
Seléssic, his munificence to the indigent may be
ranked among his most prominent virtues. Whilst
the needy never retire emptv-han(lcd from ins door,
no criminal ever suffers under the bai barous muti-
lation, so many distressing monuments of which
had this day shared his liberality. Blood flowiitg
from the veins of a subject finds no pleasure in the
eyes of the ruler of Shoa. Under his sway the
use of the searing iron has become obsolete, and
the sickening sentenee is unknown which in ‘the
northern states condemns the culprit to the wrench-
ing off of hands and feet, whereof the téguments
have previously been severed with a razor at the
wrist and ankle. But widely opposcd are the yiews
of humanity entertained in different climes; and
the scene that awaited our return from the banquet,
although 1n strict accordance with retributive jus-
tice, was in appalli®g contrast with the nfore merci-
ful fiat of civilized jurisprudence. «
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A warrior had been convicted upon undeniable
evidence of the murder of his comrade in arms,
with whom he had lived for years on terms of the
clogest intimacy. During the recent campaign, he
had gone' with this companion into the wood, and
taking advantage of the opportunity afforded by
hostilities with the Galla, had felled the unsus-
pecting man to the earth with a blow of his sword.
Fanje, such ~s is only to be acquired by the
slaughter of the foe, prompted the dastardly out-
rage ; and the treacherous assassin who had embrued
-his hands in the blood of his dearest fricnd, now
placed the green trophy of valour triumphantly on
his guilty head. “Where is thy brother?” was
the question that awaited his return to the camp ;
but, like Cain of old, he denied all knowledge of
«what had befallen the absentec; and it was not
until the body had been discovered, that suspicion
fell heavily upon himself.

Mourning relatives threw themselves in sack-
cloth at the imperial footstook, and cried aloud for
the blood of the prisoner. Arraigned before the
moparclt, the investigation had been patiently con-
ducted during the beggars’ feast, and the * Fétha
Negést” having been duly consulted, the sentence
proceeded from the royal lips—* Take him hence,
and deal with him as you- will.”

The last sun that was-to shine upon the male-
factor was sinking fast towards the western horizon,
when, with hands bound behind his back, he was
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hurried from the presence for instant execution.
Its rising rays had seen him st'itcd at the door of
the hut, Wllllbt his young wife adorned his docks with
the newly-plucked branch of asparagus, that was
the record of his infamy, but the meridian beam
had witnessed his arrest. The rélatives of the mur-
dered, and a band of the king’s headsmen, each
armed, with shield and broad-headed spear, now
formed a close phalanx round Iim as he proceeded
with the stoicism of the savage to meet his well-
merited doom; and an infuriated mob-followed, to
heap taunts and ignominy upon *his numbered
moments.

Impatient of delay, the friends of the deceased
were about to immolate their ‘victim on' tht meadow
close to the encampment of the Embassy; but
adjured by the life of the monarch, they urged the
culprit over the rocky mound adjoining the Galla
wall, which was already crowded with a vast con-
course of spectators, burning for the consummation
of the last sentencesof the law. Scarcely had the
unresisting criminal passed the summit, sthan an
eager hand stripped the garment from his*shoulder,
and twenty bright spears being poised at the’
moment, he turned his head to the one side, to
receive a deep stab on the other. Whilst  still
reeling, a dozen blades were sheathed in his heart,
and a hundred more transfixed the prostrate body.
Swords ffashed fsom the crooked scabbard —the
quivering corsg was mutilated in.an instant, and on
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the next the exulting executioners took their way
from the gore-stained ground, bearing the trophy
aloft, as they howled with truly savage satisfaction
the Christian chorus of death!

Mother', sioters, and wives, now flocked around
the lifeless clay, rénding the air with their piercing
shrieks.—*¢ Alas' the brave have fallen, the spirit
of the bold has fled.” *‘ Waiye, waiye—wog unto
us, we have lost the son of our declining years”—
“our brother and our husband is gonc for ever!”
Bared breasts were bcaten and scarified, and temples
were torn with the nails until the cvening closed,
and it was dark when the mourners ceased their
shrill lamentation. But the turbaned priest was
not there; no absoiution hac been given, nor
had the last sacrament been partaken; and the
unhallowed remains of the murderer would have
found a tomb in the maw of the hyena and the
vulture, had not a charitable hand enclosed them
under a cairn of stones by the highway side, where
many a grass-grown mound marks the fate of the
cowardly assassin, who had destroyed his brother in
the wood, and whose memory is coupled with dis-
“honour.
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CHAPTER XXX.

TRIUMPHAL ENTRY TO THE CAPITAL.
L]

‘“ REcULER pour mieux sauter,” is a maxim strictly
in accordance with ITis Majesty’s notions of strategy.
Twenty days had elapsed since the* return of the
expedition, when the arrival before the palace of six
thousand head of cattle proclaimed the success of a
second sweeping foray directed against the Ekka
and Finfinni Galla. A Mohammadan merchant
residing at Roqué, the market town and great slave-
mart of Yerrur, was suspected of having with his”
own hand slain the son of Ayto Besuehnech, grand-
nephew to the king—this youth having pressed on
far in advance of his comrades in pursuit of, the
retreating pagans. To avenge his untimely death,
dctachment, consisting of five thousand lq,orse was
despatched under the command of Aytos Berkie, -
Chilo, and Dogmo, the government of which latter
chief had previously been extended in acknowledg-
ment of his recent services. They made a forced
march through Bulga, and although foiled in their
principal dbject by,the precipitate Yight of the rover
whose life they sought, the whole of his family and
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followers were massacred, his effccts plundered, and
his house burnt to the ground.

The survivors of the Ekka and Finfinni tribes,
believing the fatal storm to be expended, had al-
ready returncd with the residue of their flocks and
herds, and were dctively cngaged in restoring their
dilapidated habitations, when thé Amhéra hordes
again burst over their fair valley, slew six hundred
souls, and captured ail the remaining cattle, thus
completing the chastisement of these devoted clans,
who, notwithstanding thc generous restoration of
their enslaved' families, had failed to make submis-
sion—and redeeming the royal pledge ““ to play the
rebels another trick.”

The king had not honoure¢ Ankdber with his
presence since the arrival in Shoa of the British

, Embassy, but His Majesty now announced his in-

tention of entering the capital in triumph. Thinly
attended, and unscreened by the state umbrellas, he
issued at sunrise on horseback through the sirkosh
ber,cthe only addition to his ysual costume being a
plume of nine feathers stripped from the Rdsa, or
eérret, which were worn in the hair in token of his
'recént prowess at Boora Roofa. Putting his horse
into a gallop, he never drew bridle until stopped
by tht Beréza, many parties under governors of the
adjacent districts joining the royal cortége from
various quarters, and swelling the retinue to two
thousand equestrians, who contjnued at a furious
pace to clatter over the stony ground.
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Mosébeit, a village standing on a peninsula
formed by the junction of the Toro Mesk water
with the Beréza, imparts its name to thiss the most
direct road from Angolldla to Ankéber. The river
forded, the king mounted his mule, and*® dlvergmg
to the right, passed through a valley studded with
hamlets, the inhabitants of which, male and female,
came Jforth with many prostrations to the earth,
whilst the women raised their +voices together in
the usual ringing helcltee.

On all occasions of rejoicing and ceremony, whe-
ther on the successful return of the “monarch or of
the warrior, or on the sight of a passing procession,
the ladies of Abyssinia, with their characteristic
love of noise, thus burst forth into a‘’thrilling cla-
mour of welcome, moving tlfe tongue with more
than ordinary volubility against the palate, and
producing a continuous succession of tremulous
notes. One watchful dame on the outskirts per-
ceives the approach of the cavalcade, and forthwith
gives out her wild scxeech of warning. In a moment
the mountain side is covered with every female
within hearing; the Hil! lil! Ll! prognesses fast
and furious as they bend nearly double to assist in
upraising the yelling chorus ; tears stream from their
eyes in the violence of the exertion, and far and near
the hills resound with the gathercd volume of their
shrill throats.

The kiflg halted for a moment at a pile of s ones
by the way-side, covered with rags, fcathers, and
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flowers, to which tvery devout Christian adds his
tribute whilst saluting it with his lips. It points
to the wkite-roofed church of St. Michael the Arch-
angel, peeping through a dark clump of junipers at
some distance from the road, and many were the
fervent Kkisses of adoration bestowed by the tri-
umphant warriors. A little beyond, a large black
cross on the summit of a tumulus directs attention
to the residrnce of Ayto Berri, quarter-master-
general of the Amhira forces. Here His Majesty
again diverged, in order to lead the cavalcade
through the mdst thickly populated tract ; and after
resting for half an hour in the Ungua-mesk, one of
the many royal meadows, now black with the Galla
herds, hee tutned suddenly oftf o the Motitit road,
aocording to his invariable custom, when proceeding
Llo,the capital after a successful foray.

The Arsiamba, styled at its point of intersection
with the route usually pursued, Yo Wurjoch Maderia,
the ‘ resting-placc of merchants,” is a singular
cataract rolling over columnar basalt, of which the
ribbed c]iffs on cither side arc thronged by bees. But
by far the most interesting object is a certain white
‘pillar, overgrown with nettles, standing at the foot
of the hills which bourd the Ungua-mesk. It is
designiated “ Graan’s stone,” and is famous from an
existing tradition that the Moslem invader tied his
war-horse to it on the occasion of his leading the
Adaiel to the destruction of Debra Berhan:

Abundantly cultivated, and rich in grazing land,
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the tract we had passed over is thréughout so destitute
of trees and even of bushes, that the inhabitants em-
ploy no other fucl than dried manure. Aerived at
the summit of thc Chdka inountain, where strag-
gling cossos break the monotony of the Fandscape,
many hundred females, assemblell from the nume-
rous villages in the vicinity, lining the surrounding
heights, again kept up one continued cry. It was
drowned at intervals by discharges of musketry,
which echoed among the broken glens as the despot
descended ; and, preceded by a war-dance, wherein
all the warriors joined, he finally’ took up his
quarters for the night in a house separated by a
deep valley from the capital.

Early the cnsuing morning we rod¢ out to the
Chaffa meadow at the foot of *the palace, to meet
and welcome His Majesty, who, after arraying him-,
self witiin a marquee erected for his accommoda-
tion, shortly appeared through a gorge in a low
range of hills, which was crowned on cither side by
matchlockmen of the hnperial body-guard. These
kept up an incessant fire as the royal conrtége ad-
vanced over the grassy plain, preceded b-_y a band
of mounted warriors, who, as on the occasion of the '
triumphant entry to Angollila, careered in 1nter-
secting circles. The king bestrode a ric hly “capa-
risoned mule, and wore a green scarf mantle of
Delhi embroidery. A golden collar encircled his
neck, and®a massiwe silver akédama extende. on
either side a copsiderable distance beyond the tem-
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ples. The ends of the beam were hung with a pro-
fusion of silver chains a yard in length, whilst a row
of spangled pendants across the brow half obscured
the eyes, and imparted a peculiarly savage aspect,
which was enhanced by a large branch of wild aspa-
ragus floating above the curly locks, and by a white
and crimson robe drawn across the lower portion of
the face.

As the cavalcade advanced, the braves continued
to caracole until reaching the extremity of the mea-
dow, where the assembled priests and monks of
Ankdéber, as well as of the neighbouring churches
and monasteries, were drawn up to receive their
sovereign. The holy arks were each screened under
the canopy of a large embroidered umbrella; and
that of St. Michael,-the senior, which had accom-

.banied the army into the field, was carried beneath
a debdb of solid embossed silver, decorated with
chain pendants and fretwork. Psalms having been
chanted by the turbaned body, who danced vehe-
mently to their own chorus, the Alaka of the cathe-
dral adyancing, laid his hands on the head of the
victorious monarch, and gave his blessing, when
* the’ procession moved slowly forward towards the
foot of the hill, singing the death knell of the
pagan,—
* Moolohéy Mooly? Hai hai!
Wokio? Selila dabito!”

The warriors, preceded by ‘he royal band of
kettle-drums and wind instruments, took the lead
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up the long steep and narrow path which winds
along the verge of a precipitous ascent to the palace,
perched on the very pinnacle of the cone.. A pro-
clamation, through the herald, having commanded
the presence of all the inhabitants of the capital and
of the villages adjacent, every roof, bank, ard cliff,
was crowded with' women and girls. As the king
passed on, they kept up an unceasing clamour, and
it increased to a deafening dirt as -he approached the
gate of the outer enclosurce, where a dense mass of
curled heads extended across the ent're open arca in
front of the palisades.

The British escort, drawn up before the lower
defences, presented arms as the monarch passed,
and within the stockade stood the high priests of
the five churches, robed and mi¢red. The clamour,
the music, and the ccho of musketry, continued
during the tedious ascent of thé stecp and difticult
path, which, broken into steps, winds betwixt lofty
palisades, through nine gateways and lodges, to the
inner enclosure. Ilege His Majesty took his seat
in a raised alcove, the throne, and the usugl trap-
pings of royalty, being on this occasion new slirough-
out, and more than wonted cleanliuess pérvading
every quarter of the palace.

Once more the large drum in the middle of the
court gave forth its deep notes. Three hundred
concubines, seated in a circle around, again screamed
and clappell their gtained hands in deafsning ¢ -
cert. A dancing girl, flanked by two wild braves,



256 . AMHARA WAR-DANCE.

whirled in front of the throne, and in a series of
eulogistic rhymes, composed by herself, .chanted a
rehearsal of the recent heroic deeds of the puissant
menarch, ‘ who, although invariably triumphant
over his neathen foes, had never decorated his royal
brow with a branch greener than that by which
it was now surmounted.” Each time she turned
towards the crowd, a shrill clamour of united voices
rang forth *he cherus to her verse. The skin-clad
warriors leapt and howled ;—akoddmas, coronets,
and silver.swords, glistened in the morning sun;
and as the chiefs, governors, and nobles, formed in
a semicircle on either side of the latticed balcony,
stamped and clapped thbeir hands in savage triumph
—the popilace, crowding tunc carpeted yard, and
Iming every wall, capered, yelled, and shouted with
, the wildest enthusiasm. A gencral war-dance fol-
lowed the cessation ‘of the shrill notes of the song-
stress, and the pageant concluded with a royal salute,
fired by the artillery detachment over the British
flags which, in honour of His Majesty’s arrival,
floated, far below in the centre of the capital of
Shoa. " -
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CHAPTER XX,
%
THE PALACE AT ANKOBER.

THE entire slope of the pala'ce eminence is studded
with thatched magazines and out-houses ; and these,
shame to the Christian monarch, forjn the scene of
the daily labours of three thousand slaves. In one
quarter are to be seen groups of busy females,
engaged in the manufacture of beer ang hydromel.
Flat cakes of teff and wheat are preparing by the
hundred under the ncxt roof,.and from the dark
recesses of the building arises the plaintive ditty of
those who arind the corn by the sweat of their brow.
-Here cauldrons of red pepper soup yield up their
potent steam; and in the adjacent compartment,
long twisted strips of ¢id cotton rag are being dipped
in bees’ wax. Throughout the female establhmdént
the bloated and cross-grained eunuch presides ; and
his unsparing rod admonishes his giggling chargesthat
they are not there to gaze at the passing stranggr.
In the sunny verandah of the wardrobe, tailors
and cusriers are achieving all manner of curious
amulets and devices—the offspring of a savage brain.
Blacksmiths are bai®ging away at the anvil under the
eaves of the banqueting hall. Turbaned priests,
VOL. II. s
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seated in the poréh, armed with a party-coloured
cow’s tail, indolently drive away the flies from
volumes ‘which are elevated on a rack before their
aneient eyes, and detail the miracles of the saints.
Under one shed, notaries are diligently committing
to parchment elaborate inventories of tribute re-
ceived. Sacred books are being bound in a second.
In a crowded corner painters are perpetrating on the
illuminated page afrocious daubs of our first father
carrying spear and buckler in the Garden of Eden;
and in the lopg shadow thrown by the slaughter-
house, whence a stream of blood is ever flowing
across the road, carpenters are destroying bad wood
in a clumsy attempt to fashion a gun stock with
a farrier’s rasp, for the reccptlon of an old honey-
combed barrel which promises to burst upon the
very first discharge.,

Governors and nobles, with shields and silver
swords, are seated above. Clamorous paupers, itine-
rant monks, and applicants for justice, fill the lower
courts. The open Ardda before the great gate is
choked with idlers, gossips, and immoveable beggars,
who, from the rising up to the going down of the
sun, maintain one incessant howl of importunity.
Oxen and asses, goacs and sheep, have established
their head-quarters in every filthy avenue. Newly-
picked bones and bullocks’ skulls strew the rugged
descent; and cn the last terrace, surrounded by
stagnant inire, behold Ayto Wolda Héna himself,
seated in magisterial dignity, arranging the affairs of
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the nation. Hundreds tremble’ at his uncompro-
mising nod ; and appellant and respondent, accuser
and accused, alike bared to the girdle,s bend in
cringing submission, as in a cracked and querulpus
voice the despotic legislator delivers his arbitrary
fiat. *

During the absence of thc Negoos on military
expedifions, the most inquisitorial espionage is exer-
cised over the actions of every:forcigner, and the
strictest police established, to insure the®safety of
the almost deserted capital. Every avenue is vigi-
lantly guarded, and fo stranger allowed to cnter
the town without permission of the viceroy. Chil-
drer: only are suffered to leave the hous(,b after dark ;
and watchmen, patrolling in all direction’, appre-
hend every adult who may be®*found abroad durifg
the night. * e

Rut Ankdber was now thronged to overflowing.
Brawls disturbed the streets, and, during the early
hours of each evening, drunken parties were to be
seen streaming home from the royal banquet, sifout-
ing the war chorus, and not unfrequently preceded
by one of the court buffoons, engaged in‘the per-
formance of the most absurd follies, antics, and’
grimaces. Day and night the invocations of a host
of mendicants arose from every lane and alley, and
the importunity to which we were exposed on the
part of the wealthy had attained the point beyond
which it Wwas scareely possible to advahce. -lach
ruffian who had destroyed an infant considered that

s 2
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he possessed an undeniable right to be ¢ decorated
from head to foot, and completely ornamented.”
Villains, streaming with rancid butter, entered the
Regidency, and desired that the ‘“ Gyptzis’s bead
shop might be opencd, as they had brought salt to
purchase a necklace;”” whilst the king’s three fiddlers,
who had each slain a foe during the foray, appearing
with the vaunting green suréti, attuned their,voices
and their squeaking instruments to the detail of their
prowess, and demanded the merited reward. ‘“ The
gun is the*medicine for the cowardly Pagan who
ascends a tree,” was the maxim of many who aspired
to the possession of onc of these weapons; and for
hours together men stood before the door with cocks
and hens’ ana loaves of bread, to establish their claim
to the possession of ‘* pleasing things.”
« *With the design of aiding his fast-swelling col-
lection of natural history, Dr. Roth had offered
rewards to all who chose to contribute, and the
king’s pages were kept well supplied with ammuni-
tion® for the destruction of béirds; but the uncon-
qeerahle love of sticking a feather in the hair almost
invariably spoiled the specimen. A bat, firmly
wedged between the prongs of a split cane, was one
day brought by a boy, who extended the prize at
arm’s length: “I’ve caught him at last,” he ex-
claimed with exultation—*“ It is the Devil, who had
got into the monastery of Aferbeine; I've caught
the rascal ;- min abdt ?”’ * what ic his father ?”’
After this strong invective, which is indiscrimi-
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nately applied also as occasion demands, to man,
beast, and every inanimate thing, the youth was not
a little surprised to perceive the naturalist quietly
extricute the much-dreaded animal with Lis fingers.
A party of females, who carried, pitchers of water
at their backs, bad halted in the road, and looking
over the hedge, were silent spectators of the pro-
ceeding. Jm 9, erdg,” they, exclaimed with one ac-
cord, placing their hands before their mouths as they
ran horror-stricken from the spot— O wai Gypt,”
‘““Alas, Egyptians! far be such things from us !

On the festival of Michael the Archangel, whose
church immediately adjoins the palace, the monarch
reccived the holy sacrament in the widdle of the
night, and returned thanks for his victory, a chair
having previously been obtained from the Residency
to obviute the fatigue stated to have resulted frond
former o-isons. The holy ark, which had brought
success to his arms, was again placed under the
silver canopy, and thrice carried in solemn prpces-
sion around the sacred edifice, under a salute of
musketry and ordnance. Large oﬂ'(‘rings;mrc ‘as
usual made to it, alms distributed among the poor,.
a new cloth given to cach of the king’s slaves, and
a feast prepared for every inhabitant of Ankéber.
Rejoicings, which had continued throughout the
city since the triumphal entry, were this day re-
newed with increased cnergy, even girls and voung
children whooping® war-songs in celcbration of the
safe return of the warriors from battle.



262 ' ECLIPSE OF THE MOON.

But the voice of lamentation succeeded to the
strains of joy. An eclipse had suddenly inumbrated
the moon, and as the black shadow was perceived
stealing rapidly onwards, and casting a mysterious
gloom over the face of nature, late so bright, the
exulting Christians were seized with the direst con-
sternation. The sound of the drum was hushed,
and the wild chorus was heard no more. Believing
the erb to be dead, and that her demise prognosti-
cated war, pestilence, and famine, the entire town
and suburbs becanc a scene_of panic, tumult, and
uproar, whilst women and men, priests and laity,
collecting together in the streets and in the churches,
cried aloud.upon the * Saviour of the world to
take pity on them—to screen them from the
wrath of God—and to cover them with a veil of
‘mercy, for the sake of Mary, the mother of our
Lord.”

The pagan Galla, of whom there are many in
Ankgber, lifting up their voices, joined in the
general petition, and, from not comprehending the
Amhérih tongue, placed upon it the most absurd
. construction. During the whole period of the
moon’s obscuration, the wailing continued without
intermission ; and when the planet, emerging, sailed
again through the firmament in all her wonted
brilliancy, a uriversal shout of joy burst from the
lips of the savages, in the firm belief that the
prayers and sobs of the multifude had prevailed,
and awakened her from the sleep of*death.
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His Majesty had been previodsly apprised of the
precise hour and minute at which the obscuration
was to commence and terminate, and his incredulity
in the first instance was followed by equally un-
fcigned surprise at the powers of *divinition dis-
played. ‘ Eclipses are bad omefls,” said the king,
when their caufes had been explained. “ Was
Subaggdis not slain on the appearance of one, and
did another not bring defcat to Ras Ali?” The
chief smith was, nevertheless, instructedeto make
himself thoroughly acquainted with the ase of loga-
rithmic tables, and of **“ the instrunlents that read
the heavens;” and the royal attention was tempo-
rarily diverted from the study of medicine to the
contemplation of the celestial bodies. * *

In Shoa, the silver sword is®the cmblem of rank
and authority, and it is girded on the loins of none,
but those who cnjoy an exalted place in the sove-
reign’s favour. The forfeiture of government and
the loss of the cumbrous badge go hand in hand,
anc many are thc weary hours of attendance ifidis-
pensable towards the restoration of either , On po
foreigner who had yet visited the Christian4@nd had
this mark of distinction been conferred, but "the"
despot now suddenly rcsolved that the fluted tulip
scabbard should adorn his English guests. % You
bring the stars upon earth, and foretel coming
events,” said His Majesty, as hg presented these
tokens of° favour @nd confidence— ysu are my
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children ; ;you possess strong medicine. You must
wear these swords ‘in assurance of my permanent
love, that your name may be great in the eyes of all
my people.?

L 4
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CHAPTER XXXII.

.
THE FOREST OF MAMRAT.

.
Excursions abroad continued aseusual to occupy the
royal leisure; and even when rats and horned owls
formed the ignominious quarry the king’s Gyptzis
were invariably summoned. But the dark forests
which clothe the foot of Mamrat proved the favour-
ite scene of these rambles, and thither the steps of
the monarch were usually directed. Iarge colonies
of the guréza, which inhabtt the noblest trees,
offered an irresistible-attraction ; and although, freg
their retired habits no less than from their appear-
ance, these inoffensive apes are regarded in the light
of monks, their holy character did not exempt them
from frequent and severe punishment. A shofer of
iron and stone balls tumbled one after the other
from his perch on the topmost branches”of some
venerable moss-grown woira, where, notw1thsta.ndmg
many cunning artifices, the white cowl and the long
snowy cloak upon the otherwise sable bo&y, be-
trayed the place of concealment ; and numbers being
soon prostratc upon the grougd, the survivors,
amazed at the mwrderous intrusion, wefe to b seen
swinging from bough to bough like a slack-rope
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dancer, and leaping from tree to tree as they sought
more secure quarters in the, to man, inaccessible
sides of the hail-capped mountain.

Occupying manifold caves and subterranean
crannies in .his the most elevated pinnacle within
the range of vision, the idolized riches of Séhela
Seldssic are covered with massive iron plates,
barred, and secured by large heaps of stone. A
strong guard of watchlockmen occupies the only
practicable ascent to the treasury; and the keys of
its well-crammed coifers, which are ncver opened
unless for the purpose of being still further stuffed,
are strictly confided to Ayto Hibti, the master
Cyclops of the realm. At the cxtremity of a forest
vista, the huge wooded cone poesents a grand and
imposing object, avenues of tall trees screening
its dark dcfiles, whilst the fleecy vapour that steals
across the hoary summit, discloses glimpses of the
many smiling hamlets which crest the Abyssinian
Alps.

A Mohammadan legend asserts, that in time of
vore, ‘“the Mother of Grace” tuwcred even to the
skies, and so remained until the first invasion of
Graan. Ameer Noor, his brother, the ruler of
Hurrur in its golden days, having formed his camp
upon 4 rising ground above Alio Amba, despatched
his chieftains in all directions to slay, burn, and
plunder. Upon their return, laden with rich booty,
obtained without having encountered a smgle Am-
héra, the disappointed Ameer exclaimed, in his re-
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ligious zeal, *“ "Tis the mountain *Mamrat that hides
the dastardly infidcls. May Allah, the only one
God, who rules over the universe, grant that it be
overthrown, and my foes revealed!” Scarcely had
the pious prayer escaped his lips, than®the plle
reeled to and fro like a drunken®man, and sank to
its present level. *

“The country of the Adaiel,” adds the same
veracious authority, ¢ through which the Ameer led
the followers of the true Prophet, was in those “days
a trackless desert, totally dcstlfute of springs; but
on his stamping his fodt upon the thirsty soil at the
termination of each day’s march, there gushed forth
a fountain of living water, which has continued to
flow until the present time.”” During *the struggle
that followed the arrival of the Moslem invaders,
the Christians are sakd to have been in danger .of,
perishing from lack of provisions, until the inhabit-
ants of Argdbba, who are styled Shooggur, from
the name of their ancestor, supplied the army, by
rolling over the meuntain side skins filled *with
grain. In a battle fought shortly after thg arriyal
of this seasonable supply, Ali Muggan, the@vcrnor
of Zeyla. was slain on the terrace betwixt Mamrat
and Alio Amba, and his body left to the wild beasts;
whereupon Noor, his brother, cursing the race who,
professing the faith of Islam, had been the agents of
so dire a calamlty, doomed their gecks to be chafed
for ever b}, the galling yoke of vassalage to i.nbe-

lievers.
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Far hid in the fugged bosom of the ‘‘ Mother of
Grace,” is a spacious cell, often visited by the king.
During one half of the fourteenth century, it formed
the abode of an anchorite, renowned far and wide-
for the absterity of his life, who invariably slept upon
a bed of sharp thdrns, and whose food was restricted
to roots and wild honey. Hatzé Amda Zion was
then engaged in his disastrous war with Adel ; and
the ascetic, seizing his white staff, abandoned his
rigorous«solitude for the first time, and fired by re-
ligious zeal, rushed®into the prescnce of the Em-
peror, who was encamped 'on the banks of the
Hawash. Displaying the holy cross to the dis-
pirited soldicry, he cxhorted them to be of good
heart, and not to let the stanaard of Christ droop
before the profane ehisign of the infidels ; for that it
 was written in the book of ihe Revelation of St.
John, that Islamism was that year to be crushed
and trodden under foot throughout the world. At
his bidding, three merchants of Hurrur, who, under
the guise of suttlers, performed the office of spies,
were hung without trial, and their heads being trans-
mitted ti the King of Adel, proved the forerunners
‘of a bloody defcat, which he shortly afterwards sus-
tained.

To ‘the latest occupant of the cave of Mamrat is
attached the legend embodied in the two ensuing
chapters. It is fully illustrative of the grovelling
superstitiore that enthrals the Amk-4ra, of whom none
ever allude to the dread sorcerer Thavinan, with-
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out an invocation to the Deity. o Ile was an exiled
noble of Northern Abyssinia, high in the favour
of Asfa Woosen, fifth monarch of Shoa, who took
forcible possession of his sister, and after degrading
the courtier for opposing this despotic ‘mcasure,
sentenced him to the loss of an cye, which was put
out with a hot iron. Resolved to have his revenge,
the outcast became a worshipper of the eighty-eight
invisible spirits, termed Sedroch, belicved to be the
emissaries for evil of Warobal Médma, theeKinz of
the Genics, whose court is hefd at the, bottom of
Lake Alobar, in Manss whence his #8rum is heard
pealing over the water whenever war, famine, or
pestilence are about to visit the land.

Having purchased supernatural poters at the
price of his hope of salvation, havinan tormentad
the king day and night-—spirited away his seraglip, _
and ha:ing thus recovered his®sister, deprived her
oppressor of sight by means of magic spells. Taking
the name of Abba Zowald, he then became a stern
ascetic; and his bongs now lic interred in thescell
beneath a pile of rough stones, which, during a long
period of mortification, served him for f'couch
whilst roots and wild fruits formed his only fare.*
Angels are said to have ministered unto him ; his
voice was the voice of an oracle; and none fecog-
nizing the sorcerer in a holy Christian anchorite,
who had despised the world and its vanities during
a period of fifty yegrs, he lived umversa].ly reg: :ded
in Abyssinia as a second Peter.
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CHAPTER XXXIII.
THE NECROMANCER, A LEGEN,D OF SHOA.

In the lone recesses of a rocky cave reclined the
youth Thavinan, lost in gloomy meditation. The
lines of care and 'study were indelibly stamped
upon his lofty forehead ; and although the bent
brow and the quivering lip betokened a stern men-
tal conflict, still courage and high daring shone
bright throtigh the shroud of revenge which had
settled over his dark features. The white robe of
, Abyssinia lay uneasy on his shoulder ; and the blue
silk cord which encircled his neck, the badge of
Christianity, nearly burst in twain as the swollen
sinews started from the throat, in this his hour of
agoRy. .

. A fegrful storm raged without. Thunder rolled
in conthaued peals, crumbling in pieces the sparry
‘roof over-head, and the hot lightning illumined
every nook and corner of the retreat, whilst the
waters of the broad lake, now raised in wrath,
came dashing and foaming to its very mouth with
all the violence of a winter sea. But the war of the
clements was unheeded by the,sufferer, and ever
and anon, starting from his recumbent position, he
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paced in desperation the uneven floo- of the slippery
cavern.

“Years have rolled away since that withering
moment,” he exclaimed; ‘“but the wound is yct
green in the mind, and the feeling is still fresh as
when writhing under the searing fron of the tyrant.
The star Medabvot proclaims the hour of the re-
quisitg sacrifice. I acknowledge thy power, great
Genius of the Water. Witobal Mama, 1 call for
thy aid.” .

Stripping the robe from hid person, and tearing
the bandage from his sightless eye, he roused a
sleeping goat from the corner of the cave. A
garland of yellow flowers was wreathed in fantastic
folds among the long sharp horns, %nd. a white
collar twined its mystic threads around the throat.
The animal had been a favourite of former days
whilst vrowsing on the green meadows of Shoa, and
knowing the voice of its master, it quictly followed
his footsteps into the centre of the grotto.

The bright eyes were turned upwards inecon-
fiding innocence as it licked the hand which had
SO often fed and caressed it; but all pity &nd com-
passion were effaced, in one fiery fecling of revénge:
The words of the dread spell to the spirit of the
deep were poured forth on the midnight blast; and
the sharp knife gleaming for a moment in the
air, was plunged into the heart of the unresisting
victim. ° . .

Shrieks fillgd the cavern, and unearthly echoes
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were flung back {rom every side of the broken
vault, whilst the life-strcam gurgled on to mingle
with the, waters of the lake; and as the last faint
groan was rendered from the expiring animal, the
badge arid symbol of Christianity' was dipped in
the crimson tide which had flowed to the honour of
the genius and his satellites.

A sulphur-coloured fowl was next subjected to
the necessary preparations for the sacrifice. One
eye was deliberately scooped out amidst blasphemy
and execration, and the bright blue cord which had
hitherto graced the neck of the Christian, now gory
with unhallowed blood, was bound in a mysterious
knot on this the second victim to the powers of
darkness, The holy cross was suspended to the
desecrated thread ; and having raised the flickering
.embers with sweet woods and-subtle essences, Tha-
vénan crushed the head of the fowl under his heel
Tuntil the brains flowed, and then dashed the body
into the fire.

The flame shot aloft in one fierce spire of light,
blazing rlike the arrow of the infernal host, and,
again, satiate with the pungent offering, sank amid
a stifling cloud of fetid smoke. Casting himself
upon the rocky floor in an attitude of prostration,
the youth listened in awe to the moans of the wind
which had succeeded to the hurricane. But his

' The cord of blue silk styled “mateb,” which in Abyssinia
is worn around the neck of the Christiar'to denote his faith, has
usually a small silver cross appended. -
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courage was firm as ‘the foundations of Mamrat ;
and it was well for him that his heart quailed not
during that hour of perilous endurance. .

The effects of his diabolical incantation were sgon
manifest. Foul spirits mowed and chatteted in his
ear, and the cold rushing of pinibns flappiug lazily
through the air wetted him with slimy spray. But
revenge and desperation had steeled his nerves ; and
after a period of intense nfisery, which appeared
without limit to the sufferer, the melanchely sound
of a drum came faintly booming over the face of the
waters—the welcome token that th& hour of trial
was past, and that the sacrifice had been accepted.
Waxing louder and louder, the pealing of thg¢ music
shook the rocks with its continuous réverberations.
Unearthly voices, ceasing to ¢orment, faded alto-
gether away ; and the renegade, casting one look en,
the ashcs of things holy and once prized, stepped
forth from the mouth of the cavern.

Wild and fearful was the sccne which met his
gaze. The moon wag for the moment unobsctred,
but huge masses of pa.le cloud, like armegi hosts,
sped fiercely across the skies, whilst thuader and
lightning seemed to warn the astounded beholder’
that spigits of another world were engaged m their
unholy revels.

Unruffled by the breeze, the great lake spread
like a ‘sheet of .molten silver at his feet; whilst
every clif® and crag, revealed boldly tos view, was

fearfully lit up by the reflected glare of an unearthly
VOL. 11 '
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lurid flame, which® at short intervals spouted in
jets from the centre of the expanse, amid streams
of wild melancholy music and the clash of the
magic drum.

Roused to daring deeds in this moment of frantic
excitement, with dne short prayer to the spirit he
had invoked, Thavinan plunged headlong into the:
cold deep waters, which gurgled and bubbled over
his descendirz form; but baffled in his design to
reach the glittering white sand—now the only
haven of his hope«—-he rose once more to the
surface. ¢

All was dark, dismal, and lonely. A thick fog
covered the water, the earth, and the sky, whilst
the voice of* his better angel alone came moaning
through the mist, bewailing the lost soul of a son
Of Adam. Again and again ke struggled to reach
the glowing bed of ‘the lake, but mortal strength
“and energy were unavailing to pierce the fathomless
abyss. The clear searching element rushed un-
resisted into his mouth and ears—the faintness of
death spread over his exhausted limbs—and his
senseledy, form, tossed to .and fro, became the sport
‘of the heaving billow.

But the sound of th= spell had swept along the
blast,*and the savour of the sacrifice had penetrated
into the halls of magic.. A long sinewy arm raised
the bédy high over the water. The drum again
pealed thrqugh the boundless space; the bright fire
threw one last triumphant stream above the surface,
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and a heavy plunge beneath the whves was succeeded
by the utter silence of solitude.
* * * * *

The soft tinkling sound of harps first stole uppn
the slumbers of the neophyte. Bright, happy
visions flitted over his awakenind senses, and the
sweet melody of voices ushered him again into
existence. Starting from his trance, the bewildered
Thavinan found ample scopé fos the indulgence of
his wonder and astonishment. Far as the eye could
scan, innumerable arcades stretched in endless vistas
on every side, with alternating domes of the purest
pearl. Pillars of variously coloured amber and
crystal rose to sustain the glowing fabrig, and
cloths, such as emperors alone can bohst,s strewed
the floors in unbounded profusien. .

In the centre of each gallery stood an altar ef
virgin silver, from which a never-failing arrow of
flame diffused a mellow light over the glittering
pillars of the hall. Around their more searching
sister, jets of sweet-scented water played high insthe
air; and dancing on the apex of each fountain, a
sparkling emerald, the rangom of a monarcl, gently
regulated the rush of the stream, in token that the
elements were here held under control.

Superb paintings, illuminated in transparéncy,
shed a dreamy languor over the scene, and music
lent her exhaustless charms to captivate the sense.
Sweet stratns of tgumph, ringing in fall chocus
among the lofty domes, died gently away into the

‘t 2



276 FAMINE, WAR, AND PESTILENCE.

softness of repose { and at times the low murmur of
the waves fell pleasingly upon the ear, as the lake
poured forth her springs in homage to the master
spjrit, and *nprinted the kiss of obedience on the
magic abode of Warobal Mama.

Colossal statues of Famine, War, and Pestilence,
frowned from their lofty pedestals in all the stern-
ness of brass above the glories of this rich and
varied scenc. Each giant arm grasped a knotted
mace, whose awful blow on the iron drum of mis-
fortune was well known to the dismayed inhabitants
of the upper tegions of earth as the sure harbinger
of woe.

Arts and sciences had each their separate niche
in the spacious apartment; and favoured votaries
were deeply engaged in scanning subtle essences, or

. preparing potent spells. The hum of confused
voices was borne on the fragrant atmosphere, whilst
at intervals strange emblems and tokens were de-
livered by the elders to the attending pupils, who
each sprang aloft upon gaudy pinions to execute
the bel}est of his superior. But the smiling face of
fair woman was wanting to complete the scene ; for
" love was unknown to the dread spirit of the lake

In the immediate v101mty of the wondering
mortal, an elevated throne stood the most conspi-
cuous object. Spiral steps of gold led to the shrine
of power. Precious stones sparkling in rich wreaths
of enamelshung a brilliant balugtrade infront—and
forming the seat of high honour and place, a white
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ivory shell rested amid the shiting leaves of the
ever-flowering lotus. The sea-snake rose in glitter-
ing green folds to receive in his soft embrace the
recumbent occupant; and ministering spirits of
strange form, bearing harp and censer, wert ranged
in silence around. .

Thundering peals of music, and a sudden pros-
tration, proclaimed the presence of the genius of
the place and, amid the clash of. lute and timbrel,
a cloud of incense floating high over head, disclosed
a dwarf crouching on the sheld. His aspect was
mild and beneficent, and a flowing® white beard
entirely covered his minute person; but the es-
sence of ethereal intelligence shot from his piercing
black eye, and a pale fire played amorlg kis long
yellow locks. Again the harpserung out the silver
notes of welcome, and a vocal chorus was wafted
to the delighted ear of the intruder :—

¢ Ask for riches, ask for wealth,
For kingdom, strength, or iron sway,
Paramount in lady’s bower,
Revenge for wWrongs, or length of day.”

Borne forward by an igresistible impulsej Tha-
vanan found himself among the kneeling crowd ‘in
front of the throne, and a soft still voice proceeded
from the high place :—‘‘ Mortal, what would’st thou
with us? Answer without fear.” ‘ Revenge,”
replied the petitioner, “ revenge for injury uRpro-
voked—a Isouse rifled and burnt, a fair sic.er
carried to the lawless harem, and the eyeball
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blasted for ever, or one who had heretofore looked
upon the great monarch of Shoa as a perfect Deity
upon earth.”

. ‘“ Let the child of clay take the oath of allegiance,
and be ‘instructed to obtain his wish,” responded
the being in whose tiny form was concentrated such
power and grandeur ; and as the words procéeded
from his lips, the floor sank under the foot of the
proselyte, ind Thavanan stood with an attending
spint in the centre of a gloomy grotto.

A blood-red cross, which flashed amid the dark-
ness, revealea sights horrikle to behold, and con-
jured before the imagination thoughts upon which
it was then madness to dwell. But daring to the
last, the apostate, in presence of the symbol of
Christianity, abjurel all the high hopes of Heaven.
Revengc upon earth filled his. soul for the moment ;
and although the touch of that blessed sign struck
through his young heart like the sharp stab of the
searing-iron, the fearful oath was firmly and dis-
tinetly repeated.
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CHAPTER XXXI1V.

THAVANAN THE TORMENTOR.

Monrtus had passed away since the disappeararnce of
the gay Thavénan, once the favourite of the potent
monarch of Shoa. Fallen' in a single day from his
high estate, and deprived of an €éye before the scoff-
ing multitude, the innocent victim to intrigue had
departed alone and on foot through the gateway of
the palace. A thousand cavaliers had that morning
obeyed his least command, but not one attended
him in the hour of adversity*; and shunned as a
thing accursed by the brutal mob, he wended his
way in moody silence to his home in the green
meadow of the Chéka. But the myrmidons of
tyranny had outstripped his heavy footstep. Ashes
alone proclaimed the sife of his late ﬂ'o'ufishi'ng
abode, and a solitary goat, bleating amid the ruins,
was all that remained of his once numerous posses-
sions. .

The king’s dferoch had been busy since early
morn, ‘and every thing had been swept with the
besom of destruction. The flocks and the her's of
the disgraced nobf® were now in the royal pastures,
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and his family and relatives, his serfs and drudges,
in the household of the despotic monarch. Stunned
by the fatal intelligence, Thavéinan, followed only
by the voat withdrew unnoticed from the scene of
desolatlon and his very name was for a time for-
gotten in the lands

Towards thc close of the year strange reports
were circulated from the palace. Unseen hands
abstracted the chqicest viands— the clearest hy-
dromel yas drained erc it reached the expectant
lip—and a_ thousand vagaries were played in the
great hall of entertainnvent., The replenished horn
was dashed untasted to the ground, and the delicate
morsel transferred from the gaping mouth to the
rushes* whish strewed the floor. The monarch
hjmself was not exempt from the foul plague.
His palate was daily cheated, of some accustomed
‘dainty ; and once, to the horror of the assembled
courtiers, a bloody tail was inserted as the royal
jaws opened to essay a dish prepared in the seraglio
—a Joud laugh ringing meanwhile amortg the rafters
of the banqueting-room, which struck upon the
ear of tie discomfited despot like the merry tones
.of kis exiled favourite.

Priests were called in to thé rescue—holy books
were ¥ead, and consecrated water profusely sprinkled
upon the walls, but all without the slightest effect.
Doors were closed and double-locked, and®guards
were planted over every aperture, yet still the pest
contitued without any abatement. The palace was



MIDNIGHT APPARITION. 281

in a state of terror and confusiog, and the life of the
king became weary and burdensome.

Awful voices now sounded at night through the
lone apartments, and apparitions haunted the im-
perial slumbers. The band of nocturnal singers
was trebled, but the stout lungs of thirty hale
priests, who surgounded the royal bed-chamber, and
elevated their voices in psalm to a more frantic key
than had ever before been heard in Shoa, failed to
intimidate the goblin. Tossing on his couch, the
restless monarch sunk weary to sleep, only to be
jaded by spectres ang evil dreams, in which the
wronged Thavénan invariably appeared as the chief
tormentor.

The nuisance continued without «intermission,
until, on the high festival of, Easter, harassed qnd
exhausted, the Neggos took hlS customary seat in
the great hall of hlS ancestorss” The groaning table
was once again well filled. The holy feast had in-
duced chiefs and nobles in some degree to overcome
the fears which had latterly estranged them entirely
from the banquet; *but there was no joy in the de- .
pressed eye, no mirth Jor hilarity on th'e tongue
of any guest, and a low whisper hardly disturbed
the silence whiche reigned among the dismayed
assembly. .

The usual infernal sallies were on this day prac-
tised -exclusively at the royal board, before which
the uneagy monarch, occupying a high_alco¥e, and
surrounded by phges and men at anws, reclined
in his wonted*grandeur.  Sugdenly, another figure
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appeared at the table, resting one hand in a curiously
wrought earthen vase, and extending the other high,
in defiance towards the throne.

““ The lost Thavénan !” shouted the crowd : * he
had pawred his soul to the fiend”—and swords
flashed from the. scabbard, as men’s hearts were
strengthened at the sight of danger in a tangible
form. But high over the storm rose the voice of
the despot :—*‘ Back, minions, back! we will our-
selves deal with the ingrate. Death—but a linger-
ing death—shall be the portion of him who trifles
with the pleasuze of kings!”

It was indeed Thannan who confronted the
frown of majesty; but how changed from the mild
and hahdsome favourite of fo.mer days! White
as_the feather of the Rdsa, his dishevelled hair
floated over the bent shoulder, and stern revenge
tvas graven in the deep furrows of his pallid cheek.
His solitary eye gleamed with infernal expression,
and bright with the cabalistic figures of magic lore,
a golden fillet screened the mutilated orb. Retain-
. ing his disdainful position, he cast first a withering
glahceodver the crowd, and then addressed the
pringe in words of scorn :—

‘ False monarch, repent in ttme, for the serpent
will turn upon its destroyer. Proud descendant of
the race of Solomon, the wit of thy illustrious an-
cestor is dull in comparison with the wisdom of the
meanest disciple of Warobal. I defy thy, myrmi-
dons afid thyself!” ‘

. And uttering these words, Thavdnan instanta-
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neously disappeared from before the gaze of the
astounded and crest-fallen court.

The waters of the mystic vase hissed and bubbled
for a moment. A dark cloud of stifling steam shot
aloft, and a thick crust of red ashes, which stréwed
the board, remained the sole memento of the un-
welcome intrusion. Again the hearts of the vassals
fell within them ; and whilst a”gloomy silence per-
vaded the hall, the triumphant song of the tormentor
came ringing among the notes of wild music. .

“ Far down in the depths of the azure bfue,
Away from the mists of the cold dull sky,
Concealed from detested mortal view,
Thavénan lives in liberty.”

The courage of the tyrant quailed before the dread
powers which were, in array agamst him, and re-
solved upon an act of tardy justice. Freedom whs
restored to the degraded and enslaved family, and
the confiscated lands were returned threefold to the
impoverished race. But the door of the royal harem
was closed on thé fair daughter of the house of
Thavanan, and the wa;l of the captlve *maid “still
cried aloud for redress. Persecution, nevertheless,
ceased for a time”; and men breathed more freely
as their hopes gained ground that the spirit of the
avenger was appeased.

On the proclamation of the annual military ex-
pedition, the chiefs and nobles of Shoa thronged
once more to tife capital. Swarming aroind the
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black tents of their warrior leaders, multitudes were
spread over hill and dale, and the Amh4ra host, in all
its savage magnificence, had mustered on the highest
mountains of Anko. But evil omens and portentous
signs were.witnessed continually. Dogs howled un-
ceasingly during tke livelong night. Throughout
the hours of day, the shrike croaked from every
bush; and the meflin, turning her back on the
passing cavalier, arranged her sober plumage on the
stone, without bestowing, in earnest of victory and
succegs, one glimpse of her snow-white breast.

No heed was given by the stern monarch to these
portents of coming evil; and on the eve of the
intended march the halls of the palace were crowded
with all”the «chivalry of Efit. Boisterous mirth
presided at the banquet ; but as the last horn of old
hydromel was drained to the downfall of the Galla,
tRere arose a fearful cry from the interior enclosure,
and bands of eunuchs, with horror depicted upon
their withered countenances, burst into the chamber
from every direction. Falling prostrate at the foot-
stool of the throne, they proclaimed the disaster
which had® descended like a thunderbolt on the here-
tofore. unsullied honour of the nation. ‘He has
left the old and the ugly,” sobbed the trembling
guardiaes ; ‘‘but alas for the fair and beautiful ones
of the harem, they are all gone on the wings of the
evening wind !”’

King and nobles rushed into the court-yard, and
every hit which crowned the pinnacle of the capital
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poured forth its inmates to g#ze &t the wondrous
spectacle. High over the up-reared peak of the
.mountain soared a rich rosy cloud, lit hy the last
gloriovs rays of the setting sun, and charged with
a freight more prized than the fine gold of "Kordofan.
Ambhéra’s fairest daughters wefe revealed to the
unhallowed view of the gaping multitude, and no
enviops vest shrouded their amazing charms. All
had been caught up by the Whirlwind in the simple
dress of ordinary avocation; and as their light
laughing voices came tinkling rom above, they car-
ried the bitter truth°to the exasplrated monarch,
that the captives enjoyed their present thraldom as
a huppy release from the bolt of the harem gate, and
the rod of the testy old eunuch. ' . ‘

Dishonoured in the eyes sof his subjects, and
smarting under thedoss of objects which still heid
a place mn his heart, the despot stamped and raged
in uncontrollable fury. The beat of the nugéreet
and the voice of the herald forthwith proclaimed
the abandonment of the projected expedition ¢ and,
plunged in the deepest mortification, Asfa Woqsen *
retired to brood in solitude over his unprecedented
misfortune.

Morn witnessed the dispersion to their respective
quarters of governors and their levies ; and before the
shades of another evening had closed over the deep
valley of the Airéra, a breathless courier galloped
through the palacg-gates with the unloeked-fc. but
welcome tidings, that the ladies of the royal harem
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had been discovered reposing unattended among the
high fern and heather of the adjacent mountain
side.

Again wer> the parchment faces of the wrinkled
eunuchs radiant in sallow lustre. Three hundred
mules were instantiy dispatched for the conveyance
of the truant flock to their fold; and at midnight
the muffled damsels were consigned, amid the
cracked exu.iations of attendants, to their wonted
cages 1 tke palace.

But the fair sister of Thavanan was not of the
number, neither could any clue be obtained to her
fate or condition. A small scroll had indeed been
discovered on the turf, sealed and bearing the address
of the ruler of Shoa—a gigantic glow-worm, attached
by.a simgle yellow hai- to the envelope, having par-
ticnlarly attracted attention t> that which it was
conjectured might contain the desired information.

The curiosity of the king finally overcame the
cautious scruples of the priesthood, who advised the
immediate destruction of the missive. As the wax

‘crumbled between his fingers, a roar of thunder
shook the,palace to its foundations, whilst a stream
of black dust, pouring from the parchment to the
table, gradually assumed the semblance of a pillar
of sand agitated by the fierce whirl of the storm.
A pungent odour impregnated the apartment, and
the crackling sound of the devouring element was
followed by the presence of the dread tormentor.

“TI have come once again, monarch of the hard
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heart, to repay the debt which is still due, and,
blasted like the much-injured Thavinan, thy soul
may henceforward entertain some feeling of pity for
thy fellow-men. Listen to thy doom. No mercy
was shown unto me, and none shall be extended to
thee. Thy son, after a short reign of terror, shall
fall by the hand of a slave, and die cursing the
author of his existence; and thy son’s son shall
bear upon his disfigured countgnance the searing
mark of his ancestor’s cruelty. My face thousshalt
see no more—Spirit of the flamge, perform thy task.”
A bright flash shot fiom the centre of the dark
threatening column, and curled towards the king,
a sickening sulphuric fume filling the presence
chamber, and the necromancer vanished ‘in the
thick smoke. @
Plunged for hoursgin a death-hke stupor, Asfa
Woosen was only aroused from his lethargy to*
bewail the loss of the left eye, which had been
scorched in the socket by the contact of the fierce
flame. The calamity greatly softened and, in-
fluenced the actions®of his after-life ; and torture
and mutilation grew gradyally out of custorh in the
kingdom of Shoa. . .
During the reign®of his grandson, the one-eyed
Séahela Selassie, there dwelt in a mossy cavern,
among the recesses of the forest of Manték, a
hermit* of renowned sanctity. Father Peter was
universally feared and beloved, but none knew “om
whence ke denved %ood or nourishment. The skin
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of the agazin formed his humble garb, and a rude
leathern girdle encircled his loins. Hls charms and
amulets were never known to.fail, and his language
was not a# that of dther men. Crowds d.ally gather-
ed round his#caye in the rock te reccive on their
knees the bepediction of the recluse; but no one
had ever entered the cell, and. few cared to pass it
after nightfal. Moans and eries of agony then
-mingled v.ith the midnight blast; and thé sound
of the spourge was often heard amid sprayers for
deliverance from the,evil onc
.On a fresh morning of May, when the roses and
jessamine wete scenting the dewy air, the wild
flowers springing over the face of the grcen mea-
dow, and birds warbled pleasantly amnid the rich
foliagg, the peasants came as usual to listen to the
.vs;ords of other dayS$, 8nd to receive the blessing of
the austere anchorite. But the accustomed seat
was vacant, and uo answer being returned to the
voice of inquiry, the boldest entered the retreat.
Curiously emblazoned scrolls and relics were strewed
among the nooks and mouldy recesses of the damp
grottd ,the body of the venerable hermit was
~stretched in etcrnal slumber upon a bed of sharp
stones ; aud the tale soon spread through the land
that the holy Father Peter—now no more—was
indeed the dread neeromancer Thavénan, who had
thus, by the continued penance of half a century,
expiaged hig ficrce act of apostasy. .
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CHAPTER XXXV.
» L]
‘THE RFIGN OF SUPERSTITION.

Nor »monk is there in any aof the lone . monas-
teries of Shoa, not a hermit of the- many in her
cold mountains, not a dwasf nor a decrepit priest
who has renounced the society of his fellow-men,
but enjoys the leput'mon of being fully competent
to blast the harvest at pleasure, fo poison the
fountain. and to render the able-bodied incapdble
The thoughts of all classes move in a dense gtmo-
sphere of superstition. Talismans, written in mystic

character+, if mixed with the s@eds and leaves of

potent witch plants, gathered by the band of the
forest recluse, afford a feeling of security which is
not to be extracted from the pages of the Gospel ;
nor does any one ever venture to mount his mule
without a preservative against the spear eof the
bandit, or the sharp knife 8 the heathen. * .
Savage man, obtaising only through the medium
of his own wishes and imagination a glimmering
idea of the invisible and supreme Power, seeks
some tangible object of veneration, and some osten-
sible sourcg of protection. Thus the Abyssin‘an,
whose vague religions ideas afford him “but $mall
consolation in the hour of trjbulation, and but
voL. 1. u
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little reliance of security or deliverance in the day

of danger and distress, reposes implicit faith in

the docttine of amulets, which present a substance

stamped with :-mystic and supernatural character,

and one capable of being attached individually to

himself. The arms and neck are therefore clothed

in a perfect panoply of charms' against the in-

fluence of every misfortune and disease, whether

expenenced or anhclpated and the tulsim, which
is a worked zone studded with minute leathern
pockets, containing qacred spells enveloped in
double and treble wrappers, encircles the waist

of every man; woman, and child, throughout the

Christi\.m deminions of Sihela Seldssie, who him-

self reposes firm faith in their efficacy.

The influence of the evil eye cxercises a strong

‘ control over the ‘minds of “all. Bad spirits are
believed to roam about the earth and the waters, and

to occupy houses after dark, whence the Amhdra

never ventures to throw fluid on the ground, lest

the dignity of some unseen elf should be violated.

The Beza, or sacrifice for the sick, is considered

.lawful and efficacious, and is frequently resorted to.
The bullock, as the type of the invalid, after being

driven round his couch awid singing and clamour,

is slaughtered outside the threshold; or an egg is

turned thrice towards the head of the patient and

then broken beside him. St. Michael is, by many

of the more ignorant, supposedsto be the Almighty.

The Virgin Mary is considered the.creatress of the
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world ; and Sunday is understodd to have been a
saint of surpassing sanctity, greatly superior both to
St. George and to St. Michael, on which account he
claims cne day out of the seven, whereas other saints
enjoy their festival only once during the month.

No Amhira will venture to &estroy a serpent
save on Saturday’or Sunday, when the sight of one
of these reptiles is deemed a favourable omen. In
common with the heathen Galld the Christiaps of
Shoa make annual votive sacrifices in Junt to Sdr,
the evil sp1r1t—notw1thstandmg its Stl‘l(,t prohibition
by royal proclamation. * Three men and a woman,
who understand how to deal with the Evil One,
having assembled at the place appointed, proeeed to
perform the ceremony in a house newly swept. A
ginger-coloured hen, a red she-goat, or a male Adel
goat with a white colla}, is sacrifrced ; and the blood
of the vict'm, having been mixed with grease and
butter, is secretly placed during the night in a nar-
row alley, when all who step therein are supposed
to receive the malady of the invalid, who is thus
restored to perfect hcalth. During a visik somte
years ago to Motatit, the %king perceived eVidenges
of this pagan ceremogy in the streets ; and tracing
the rite to a wealthy individual, who had cauged it
to be performed in order to free himself of disease,
the honqur of true religion was speedily vindicated
by the transfer to the royal coffers of all the worldly
substance of the delimquent. .

Under cover of the.night, a thread of cotton yarn

v 2
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is often stretched By the hired sorcerer completely
round some devoted tenement ; and the extremities
having been connected by means of an iron link, well
imbued in bluody the walls and doorposts are freely
sprinkled and bedaubed with gore. Day dawns upon
the incantation, which is believed to be the work of
the Devil himself ; and among all the assembled mul-
titude, who consider that some heavy calamity, if
not instant death, would follow the act, there is not
to be fouhd one individual sufficiently bold to remove
the spell, artd thus delivey the inmates from its wither-
ing influence. * Since the king’s arrival in the capital,
the appcarance of the bloody finger on the wall had
throwr. the,inhabitants into the deepest conster-
nation ; and to the astonishment of every by-stander,
a missionary of the” Church of England tore away

°the charm without*any evil tonsequences following
his rashness. That very night, however, the de-
feated necromancer planned an attack to rob the
clergyman’s premises, and it was only defeated by
the extra vigilance preserved in consequence of the
exposuze of the impostor.

The 8rum of the wafer kelpy is heard by the
credulous native in the echo of every roaring cata-
ract, and the wretch drowning in the swollen torrent
is believed to be dragged under the overwhelming
wave as the favourite food of the malicious spirit of
‘the deep. Divers plants and herbs possess pro-
perties and qualities the most br.neful ; and a bunch
of the Fegain grass, if skilfully cast upon the person



THE ENCHANTED GARDEN. 293

of an obnoxious enerrfy, produces dire disease z.md
speedy death. Sorcerers and necromancers attain-
dng the respectable age of four and five, hundred
years exist in numbers in many parts of the land,
flitting through the air, and riding upon tne wings
of the wind; and unbidden and invisible guests,
such as Thavanan the Tormentor, enter the ban-
queting hall, to rob the festive board of its choicest
viands. .,

Hid from mortal gaze, and realizing upon‘earth
all the delights of paradise, the magic village of
Dooka Stephanos forws the never-ailing topic of
all wonder-loving souls, and the poetic fancy of
Abyssinia has been fairly exhausted in descriptions
of this rare scene of blissful enjoyment. «Its
sleep-inviting groves and grassy lawns are situated
on the overtlowinge Nile ; and there, released
from the shackles of wedlock, beautiful females
abound. Potent liquors pour on in never-drying
streams, and the earth yields her spontaneous fruits
without care or labour. But shrouded in magic
mist, these Elysian ficlds open their portals only, to
those mortals of commagding form and handsome
features, on whom the glance of favour has been
cast by the bewitchifig inmates of the enchanted gar-
den. Human endeavour is incffectual to ufiriddle
the mystery in which it is enveloped ; and the dread
art of "the sorcerer and his most potent talismans,
prove alike unavajling to loosen the spell fc- the
advantage of those on whom Dame Nature has
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bestowed a crooked figure, or even an ill-starred
visage.”

As in the dark ages, dwarfs are nevertheless treated
with considerable respect, and regarded with the
utmost fear. Many of the most learned and praise-
worthy in the land are to be found among those who
have been created during nature’s freaks. The
monarch’s father confessor, a perfect Asmodeus in
appearance, i. of extremnely diminutive stature, but
he is possessed of singular good fecling, and forms a
gratifying contrast to the majority of his country-
men. The chiefs and nobles often select their
secretarics and household pricsts with reference to
their bodily imperfections; and the most erudite
sage in the capital, whose charms and talismans are
esteemed all-powerful, and who knoweth every plant
from the ¢ cedar of Lebanor to the hyssop that
springeth out of the Wwall,” sustains his character for
wisdom and for lore, as much by the deformity of
his appearance as by the brilliancy of his under-
standing.

Sickness and misfortune are usually ascribed to
the influence of the evil eye of the Booda, or sor-
cerér. Long consultations are held to discover
from whose sinister gluce the” calamity has ema-
nated} and when suspicion has gradually settled
into conviction, the most implacable hatred is con-
ceived towards the delinquent; and although con-
cealed under that garb of indifference ‘which the
savage can so successfully assume, yet-the op-
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portunity of revenge is never suffersd to pass un-
heeded in after-life. Hailoo, the father of Oubié,
the Nero-like Dedjasmach of Tigré, added, much to
his previous notoriety by the extermination of all
the Boodas who fell within his murderous reach.
Superstition exulted in reeking hecatombs of human
victims ; and the love and veneration of his sub-
jects knew no bounds on his last summary act of
collecting together and roasting, to decath thirteen
hundred miserable wretches, who were suspectéd to
possess, and to have exerted with success, the in-
fluence of “ the evil eye.” * .

By the credulous Abyssinian, every blacksmith
and worker in iron is held to be endowed with
supernatural powers, and to be able %o transform
himself at pleasure into the likeness of a wolf orea
hyena. 1t is a commen practlce. amongst this class,
of Landicrafts to fasten a mefal collar about the
neck of the whelps of those animals, and turn them
loose; when the badge being retained through life,
and occaelonally seen, the fabulous stories ine cir-
culation are strenwthened in the eyes of the un-
initiated. .

e presence of any Christian emblem, or por-
tion of Holy Writ, “is supposed sufficient to neu-
tralise the labours of the Vulcan. No metdl can
be welded within sight of the cross; and should
any scrap of the Bible bc worn on the person of
the by-standers, the desired figure can ney.r be
imparted: Of this belief an instance was afforded
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shortly after our return from Angollila, when a bar
of iron was to be transformed into a tire for the
wheel of ,a gun-carriage. The small draft of air
created by a pair of primitive native bellows proving
of none avail, the smiths declared aloud that the
phenomenon arosc from some holy charm. Badges
and emblems, spells and amulets, were cast aside by
all ; but the labour was renewed without any better
effect, and 'he artizans stood aghast. A pair of
British ferge bellows were now produced, and tlie
assembly were requested to don their paper armour,
and to stand ‘round the amwvil. The potent blast
poured from the nozzle, and under the brawny arm
of one of the European soldiers, the sparks flew far
and wide. In five minutes the work was completed,
te the dismay of the Abyssinian magicians, who
,came privately to request of me that no further
public exhibition’of the sort might thenceforth be
made, lest their name and their glory should be
extinguished throughout the land.



CHAPTER XXXVI.

EXCURSION ALONG THE NORTH-WESTERN FRONTIER
OF EFAT.

Tue disparaging reflections® cast by. the chivalrous
people of Shoa, in consequence of aur fefusal
to slaughter defenceless pagans during the mur-
derous expedition to Entdfto, rendered it imperative
that some decided step should be taken by which to
wipe out the stain, and restore the tarnished lustre
of the British name. The destructioh of an adult
elephant, which is reckoned equivalent to thateof
forty Gella, is an aehievemen{ that had not beep
accomplished within the memory of the present
age, although mentioned in traditions connected
with the exploits of the most renowned Athiopic
warriors. I accordingly solicited permission te visit
the distant wilderncss of Giddem, on the northern *
frontier of Efat, in the «lense forests of awhich the
gant of the mammalia was reported to reside—a
pretext which further afforded plausible grounds for
exploring a portion of the country reputed to be
amon({st the most fertile and productive in Abys-
sinia.

The Klng opengd his eyes wider than ug.al at
this unprecedented application. *“ My children,”
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he returned deliberstely, ‘“ how can this be? Ele-
phants are not to be slain with rifle balls. They
will demolish you; and what answer am I then to
give? The ~un is the medicine for the Galla in the
tree, but it has no effect upon the zihoon*.”’
Finding me resolved, however, His Majesty’s
most gracious permission was finally accorded to
depart forthwith, and orders were issued to a royal
messenger w.0 was appointed to accompany us,
commanding the governors of provinces through
which the route lay, to afford every assistance in
their power to~ ‘‘the strongestrangers of the Ne-
goos.” But all assertions relative to the possibility
of destroying the monarch of the forest were still
received with an incredulous shake of the head ;
amd whilst not the smallest expectations were enter-
tained at court of the success of the Gyptuzis, the
greatest ridicule attendced an undertaking which, by
all classes at the capital, was considered certain to
prove alike foolhardy, dangercus, and futile.
Instructions had been issued that the king’s
guests were to be conducted by the royal road
over the .Gorsbéla mountsin, a smgular mark of
condescension, partaken but by few in the realm.
This permission enablea us to enjoy a most exten-
sive panorama from the heather-grown heights.
Mamrat reared her stupendous head perpendicu-
larly from the dark-wooded bosom of the valley,
and seemed half buried in the glouds. The pali-
' Elephant. '
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saded buildings of the palace cevering the slope of
its isolated hill frowned in pride over the numberless
circular houses of the straggling eastern metropolis.
Clumpr of the sombre juniper, and spreading cogsos
hung with red garlands of mast, formed vistas on
every side. On the one hand rose the lofty blue
range of Bulga. and on the other the eye ranged
uncontrolled over the boundless plains of the savage
Adaiel, spread out below ltke & great chart, and
embracing a_prospect of many hundred square hiles.
In the centre soared the stern «crater of, Abida—the
beacon which, in days -long' gone, marked the domi-
nions of the proud emperors of Athiopia, when,
according to the traditionary couplet, “ their sceptre
swayed from Azulo to the Bashilo, and frem Errur
to Gondar.” . .

The porters at thes royal lodge were on the alest,
and adjurations by the king’s lifc were not wanting
to deter our advance to the Airara.  Bu Negoos,”
““ Bu Sdhela Seldssie amlak,” were talismanic words
energetically vociferated, and a heavy staffe was
thumped across the p’ath in earnest of its being cloged
to plebeian transit. Bus where is thc Af)yésinian
who is proof against bribery and corruption? Bead$§
will force a passage ‘When the mandate of the throne
is received with incredulity, and the dollars of Maria
Theresa, if possessing all the requisite marks, will
insure participation even in a crown monopoly.

An exceedingly steep path conducts to the s} .nmit
of "the Chika ; but it is here paved throughout with
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boulders, so supperted at intervals by transverse
beams, as to form a succession of clumsy steps,
constituting the only made road in the kingdom of
Shpa. The "eather ceases with the Gorabéla moun-
tain; and from the summit of the now bare range
the route we were to follow strikes off near the
residence of a petty governor, who bears the singular
name of ““ Mout bai nore legne.”

“ Oh, tha: there, were no death for me!” is the
interpretation thercof; but judging fiom the ap-
pearance of. the lord of the manor, who numbers
some threescore years, he isnot likely long to find
his wish realized. Engaged in earnest conversation
with thg_: old man, was Ayto Guebroo, who, in conse-
quence of infability to check the repeated rebellions
of'the Loomi, by whem he so recently was wounded,
Jhad at last been deprived of kis government and of
his silver sword, and was on his way to the presence
of the despot in deep disgrace.

The Abyssinian verdure is singularly evanescent,
a month without a shower being sufficient to dry up
the rlch herbage, and to darken the hue of the
foliage ; ‘but *he “rain of Bounty,” which usually
fall$ in February, giving a fresh impulse to vegeta-
tion, the hiils and vaieys agamn teem with abun-
dance. November was fast drawing to a close, and
the aspect of the country generally was brown and
withered. The best pastures were covered with the
sleek beeves swept off from Finfinni, anc the corn-
fields were yellow with the royal crops now under
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the sickle, whilst in the numerbus threshing-floors
muzzled oxen were already treading out the grain.

Our route led across Motatit and the Toro Mesk,
througu dales and over hills abutting upon the face
of the bluff frontier of Shoa, in which are the sources
of many of the more distant tributaries to the blue
Nile. Never was there a tract more destitute of
birds ©r wild animals, a few plovm‘s and larks, with
some of the more common species of Rodentia,
being the only objects of natural history observed
during a march of twelve wntles, which led to the
halting ground in tht centre of the little village
of Aséphee, opposite to the frowning mountain
Koorominia.

Under our flimsy cotton awnings, the mght provcd
intensely cold ; and on resumhg the journey at"an
early hour the ensuin® morning, over a swelling coune
try thick'y dotted with Christian hamlets, we found
the more sheltered pools by the road-side covered
with a thin coating of ice, the first witnessed since
our arrival in Abyssjnia. At the village of Anara-
gud, hospitable entertainment kad been prgpgred b} '
Ayto Egizoo, whose name signifies, ** May they buy
This notable warrigr had, prior to the late foray, in-
troduced himself to me, somewhat a-propos, of his
title, by an ingenious but abortive attempt to sell an
unsoupd horse. Disnfounting on the right side from
the ldentlcal straw-coloured steed, he now placed
himself, With showlders bared, in the middlesof the
road, and by the life of the kigg adjured us to enter
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his abode, in order %o partake of a sheep that had
been expressly slaughtered.

Waulleta Seléssie, his comely partner, daughter to
Shishigo, the zovernor of Shoa-meda, had kindled in
the dark hall the fiercest of fires, and immediately
on the termination of complimentary inquiries, an
ox-hide being spread, the heavy dodr was barred to
exclude the evil eye. Raw collops having been
steadily rejected, bones, singed in a somewhat can-
nibal-like <fashion, were rapidly circulated by the
attentive host. ‘“ Take the eye,” he repeated, coax-
ingly, to each il turn, presenting at the same time
betwixt his finger and thumb the extracted orb of
the decegsed mutton—* do, the eye is the damtlest
part. No I—well you maust eat this marrow,” crush-
ing"the uncooked shaiik with a grinding-stone handed
Ry a slave girl, and extending the splintered frag-
ments to be sucked. Overflowing bumpers of sour
beer having been filled in a gloomy corner at a huge
earthen jar, each horn was tasted by the cup-bearer
from the hollow of his palm, in demonstration of the

"absence qf poison. The surplus repast, fluid as well
as solid, quickly disappeared under the united efforts
of the retinue; and a bead necklace having been
hung about the neck of the lady’s hopeful son and
Lieir, we finally effected our escape from the oven-
like apartment, with the aid of*divers promlses made
to both master and mistress, and sundry pleces of
silver disbursed to silence a hest of 1mportunate’
menials.
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Ayto Egdzoo rode forth, in accordance with eti-
quette, “to see the party off.” From the court-
yard of his snug but dirty domicile, Tegulet, and
the bluz hills of Argobba and of the Wollo Gglla,
bounded the extensive prospect. Regaining the
road, we crossed in succession the Tekrocs-Bado,
Moosh, and Goodawurud rivers, all remote sources
of the blue Nile. On the banks of the latter stands
the monastery of St. George, famous as having been
left unmolested vhen the district was in dhe “hands
of the Galla, many of whom are even &aid to have
been converted to Chr lstlanlty Guvodawurud was
the title of a potent chieftain, who, with Merkurri,
Amniadich, and Logo, held the country after, Graan’s
desolating visit, until expelled by Asfa W oosen ;
and a considerable portion of she revenues are m)w
applied *o the maimtenance of the monastery of
Medék, whose superior, the Alaka Amda Zion, has
charge of the heir presumptive.

Nothing could exceed the beauty of the position
selected by the cowled fraternity of St. Gebrge;
large bands of whon, lounging away their hours of
idleness beneath the funereal junipers in which the
retreat is deeply embosomed, were for once aroused
from listless apathy by the passing cava]cade of
white strangers. The land swarms with *friars,
wonks, and anchorites, who are habited in yellow
dresses, as the badge of poverty, or in the prepared
skin of the antelqpe. Usually licentious in iheir
manners, they roam through the country a perfect.
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pest and plague to society. Men become monks at
any period of life. Those who are afflicted with
grievous sickness, vow that in event of recovery
they will abandon the world, and transfer all their
moveables to the church. The rich often deliver
over their property to their children, who are bound
to support them until death. The poor subsist
upon the bounty of the king and of the community;
and many never enter the cells of the monastery at
all, but with their wives reside at case in their own
homes, having assumed the, counterfeit piety of the
order solely for* the sake of defrauding their credi-
tors—since, however deeply involved, all former
scores may be cleared off with the ease and rapidity
of the most mdulgent court of insolvency, by the
simple process of ** fatting on angels’ clothing.”
« °The skin of the Agizin is wsually adopted as the
garb of humiliation; and this emblem, together
with the unwashed person, is intended to comme-
morate the legend of their great founder Eustathius,
who Boasted of having performed no ablution dur-
ing a long term of existence, and who miraculously
crossed the river Jordan, foating securely upon his
greaby cloak. The prophet Samuel is also some-
times referred to as affording another notable ex-
ample ‘of the advantage extended by the mantle of
hide, in the asserted fact of his having sailed seven
days across a great sea, borne in safety, with his
disciples, upon his leathern robe..

Throughout Shoa. lakes are believed to form
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the great rendezvous of evil spirits ; and in one
called Nugdreet-fer, at the foot of the hills. the
drum of the water kelpy is frequently heard, to
the no small terror of the superstitious auditgrs.
Shortly after crossing the stony bed of the Daima-
damash, a road branches off to Angollila and
Debra Berhén, «past the monastery of Miskalie
Ghedam, a title signifying “ My cross is a con-
vent.” Beyond the Dewdsha, a sccond strikes
northward to Gondar, past the seat of geveriment
of Zenama Work, the Queen-dowaben which occu-
pies a beautifully rounded tumulws styled Zalla
Dingai, ¢ The rollmg stone.’

“ Bad people,” saith the trddltlou attached to
this spot, *“ were one day scated upon’ vock that
formerly occupied the summis of the hill. Tirey
were telling lies, and busied ip coutriving tricks,
by which to circumvent their neighbours. Sud-
denly the mass gave way, and all who sat thereon,
being precipitated into the deep torrent that rolls
beneath to join the river Mofa, were crush®d to
atoms for their evil domgs .

After fording the Goer river, and ascendmg a
hlgh ridge, the Queen s white palace forms a sttik-
ing ob_]ect in the landscape; and beyond it is a
square eminence, where, under the eye of the eru-
dite Alaka Woldab, the reigning monarch passed
his earller years, until the assassination of his sire
opencd to® him the accession. From this poin.. we
obtained "an extensive view over Geshe and Efrata,

VOL. IL. X
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with the Great Sika mountains stretching towards
the Nile. A little further on the heather-grown
range suddenly terminates in an abrupt descent of
ful] three theusand feet, at the foot of which lies the
rugged province of Efit, blending into the blue
plains of the Adaiel. The great beacon Azulo, with
the wide crater of Abida, hazy and+hot, were visible
in the east. Afrubba, and the high hills pof the
Ittoo Galla, rose in the distance, and a perfect
chaos ofsrude disjointed mountains lay piled to-
wards Ankéber, seemmg as though they had been
gathered from %nany countrles and pitched together
by giant handfuls, to fill up the deep intervening
chasm.

Hitherto the road had been rough and stony—
the eminences steep and bare; and after passing
.the sombre groves ,of St. Gesrge, the only redeem-
ing feature was the church dedicated to ‘ our
Lady,” reposing quietly amid the rich foliage of the
‘““cosso,” and other large-leafed forest trees. In
many respects the face of the country now resem-
bled the sides of the great Indian Ghauts—masses
of hg;ht brown, chequercd with pale yellow; but
‘stubble or standing corn in every accessible nook
and corner usurped the place of the wild grass, with
which nature so prodigally clothes the mountain
scenery of the East. Numerous parties, consisting
of twenty or thirty peasants, carrying on theéir heads
bales.of coarse cotton cloth as tribute to the king,

_ passed us at intervals—the sword by their* side and
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the spear in their hand, indicating that the frontier
along which they journeyed was in a far from
settled state. .

This tract of high land, which forms the water-
shed between the Nile and the Héwash, is richly
cultivated and abundantly irrigated—a fresh stream,
on its course to the former river, intersecting the
western side of the range, and forming a deep valley
every second or third mile. * Affer leaving the Goor,
however, the face of the country, becoming more
sterile, is covered with heatheg, and for the last few
miles to the top of the Turmaber pass, neither vil-
lage nor cultivation is to be seen.

During the descent, which passes through a gap
in the precipitous trap rocks, and i§ steeper and
even worse than that of the Chdka, the bleak end
lofty peaks of Arimba, Galfalyétto, Wiéti, Mamrat,
Kondie, and Wofisha, are scverally revealed to view;
these forming a continuation of the great mountain
range which fortifies the whole eastern frontier of
Shoa, from Bulga to Worra Kailoo, and ewtends
thence through Anibisel, Yedjow, and Lasta,, to*
Simien, the highest point of Abyssinia. ,¥rom the
foot of this pass the road leads across the Telinkd,
close to Debra Séna, a small eminence covered as
with an inverted bowl, by a dense, cabbage-shaped
clump of junipers, concealing St, George’s church—
a celebrated shrine for the performance of vows
and orisons, whlch is visited from great disjances.
Hence the route wmds to th'e bottom of a deep

x 2
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wooded dell, rich insbotanical specimens, where the
clear stream of the Telinko is again crossed, to
the face of a steep acclivity leading to Dokdket,
the ancient crpital of Emmaha Yasoos, third monarch
of Shoa.

The sun was dipping below the opposite range
as a halt was proclaimed by the Kirg’s guide at the
house of Ayto Abaiyo Gurwa, the governor of the
district, whose hospitality proved unbounded. For
a full hoer he continued shouting and scolding,
ordering and countermanding; and whilst he ex-
pressed the greatest mortification at my declining
to appropriate two fat oxen, in addition to liberal
supplies of sheep, bread, mead, and beer, he was
with difficulty prevailed upon to accept a present
that 1 had prepared .in acknowledgment; a piece
of self-denial rarely experienczd at the hands of a
native of Southern Abyssinia.

“But,” he added, ‘‘ henceforth you may know
me as your friend ; therefore send to me frequently,
and 1 will tell you when I have any concern.
Wolda Mariam, my henchmar, who is here, is in
my confidence. Furthermore, he will visit you on
my part. Appoint now a bdldoroba, who may in-
troduce him, that access be not impeded.” The
party nominated as the medium of communication
stepped to the front, ‘and the two, baring their
shoulders, and bowing the one to the other, fell
back into their respective places. .

Ankéber is the capital of the eastern division of
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the kingdom of Shoa, in which are comprised the
provinces of Basso, Dabddbo, Kardba, Kawt, Mans,
Giddem, Abémesa, Mahhfood, and Dokéket. The
last-named especially forms the scene of constant
inroads from the savage Adaiel, whose country lies
little more "than a cannon shot below ; the Amhira,

who on the Farri boundary are severely punished by
the golitic monarch for taking a life, even in retri-
bution, flocking hither to entitle themselves to wear
the decoration of the ¢ akodama,” the ne plus ullra

of their ambition. Agd such is the-bitter hatred
subsisting between the two nationg so closely bor-
dering upon each other, that but for the lofty hills
and cold climate of Ankdber, the Moslgms, who
are the far braver race, ywould doubtless <have paid
its Christian population a hostile visit long ere ndw.

On the adjacent nerthern frontier, the intricate
labyrinth of broken ravines, over which our view had
ranged in the morning, forms a strong natural bar-
rier against the Wollo Galla, whose incursions are
nevertheless frequent ; whilst the Tidlema, résiding
in the Sika range,’ entertain as decided, a, disin-’
clination to descend from their own bleak hills, as

do the Amhira to visit the hot valleys and {drests
of the Adaiel, which stretch beyond the borders

of Efat.
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CHAPTER XXXVII.
THE SHREW OF MAHHFOOD.

BippinG adieu to the hospitable host, we continued
our journey along the eastern side of the Turmé4ber
range, through a country considerably improved in
point of beauty? There was'a warmth of appear-
ance about the numerous hamlets, quite in unison
with the increased temperature of this lower tract.
Gayer flowers bloomed by the way-side; more
brilliant birds flutteted among the thick corinda
kedges, through wkich peepell the eglantine, the
honeysuckle, and the blackberry; and the entire
prospect, although exceedingly broken, was covered
with the most luxuriant grass, in every spot where
the hand of the cultivator had not been busy. The
slope of each hill and abrupt eminence was wooded
with junipers and other fatitastic evergreens ; fields
of yellow saflower glowed in golden tints ; and teff,
growing in the depths of the valleys, resembled
greatly the waving rice-fields of Asia.

Dame Twotit, ote of the king’s choristers, who
accompanied the army to Garra Gorphoo, and was
now making a professional tour of the provinces,
Joined us en route, carrying a small wicker parasol ;
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and as she ambled along upon, her mule, with the
butter pouring in streams over her shoulders,
through the influence of the solar rays, the good
lady was pleased to chant extemporaneous couplets
in honour of the war about to be waged against
the beasts of the forest. ¢ The Gyptzis will slay
the elephdnt, whereof all the warriors of Am-
hdra are afraid”—whilst it formed the burden of
her song, conveyed an opiniqn diametrically op-
posed to that entertained by the public; and the
followers, inspired by the words of a woman, took
up the sentiment, and, made the valleys re-echo to
their martial chorus, which attracted to the road-
side the inhabitants of every hamlet in the vicinity.
Mabhhfood, a village hemmed in *by*high kolquil
hedges, formed the terminatiog of the march. .lts
natural fortitications ¢having umformly proved ip-
surmountable, this district has never been conquere
either by the Galla or Mohammadans. The resi-
dence of the governor, who has been honoured with
the hand of Woizoro Birkenich, daughter of Queen
Besibesh by her fdrmer marriage, stands on the
apex of the loftiest of te many isolated 1M1S ; and
in accordance with the precaution invariably taken
to prevent surprisé on these disturbed frontiers, it
is surrounded by a formidable fence. Our® camp
was pitched at the foot; ang the thermometer
havingsstood in the morning at 32° on the summit
of Dokéket, the difference in temperatuy was
consideraply felt aurmg the afternoon, wheu the
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mercury mounted tp 90° under the flimsy palls which
formed our only screen.

Having been specially recomimended to Ayto G-
deloo, whose acquaintance I had formed during ‘the
late foray, we pald him a visit of ceremony in the
cool of the evening, and were received and enter-
tained according to the perfection of "Abyssinian
etiquette. The whole of the dirty domestics and
household s'aves were' mustered on the occasion,
to witness the presentation of gifts brought for the
‘ Emabiet',” who, like the rest of the princesses
royal, displayed unequivocal signs of being sole and
undisputed mistress of the establishment. Fat, fair,
and forty, she was seated in a gloomy recess, upon
an ‘‘alga,” und partially screened from view by the
intervention of a lusty handmaiden. The good man,
who occupied a corner of thg throne, presented in
his owlish features thie very personification of a well-
trained, hen-pecked husband, for years accustomed
to the iron rule of the shrew—and so complete was
her monopoly, that he could be said to boast of
little beyond the empty title of governor of Mahh-
food. * *

The lady put a few prehmmary questions touching
the number of wives we each 'possessed, and ap-
peared® highly to approve of the matrimonial code
that limited the number to one. But throughout

!i. e. ** The mother of the house "—a tit'e of honour ;:mployed
in spealing of the quecn, the princesses royal, the mistress of a
family, and the holy Virgin, who is usually styled “Dur Lady.”
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the dingy mansion there was a rgiserable assumption
of regal dignity which considerably retarded con-
versation, by imparting to the whole ceremony an
air of unbending stiffness. The host, who was
either unable or unwilling to answer any interro-
gatories respecting his own country, subjected us to
a tiresomé catechism ; and likc the Arab Bedouin,
who formed his estimate of the poverty of Europe
by the fact of its producing neither dates nor camels,
Ayto Gédeloo conceived a passing indifferert idea
of Great Bnitain, from the discovery that it boasted
of no mules. G .

“ Have you mashela, and diboo, and tidllah® in
your country?”’ he inquired, whilst his fair partner
feasted her eyes upon the ‘ pleasity thinks” pre-
sented, in none of which it wgs evident the lord of
the creaiion was destiped to partwlpate—“ Oh, vQu
have a!l these; well, and have’ you oxen and sheep,
and horses and mules ?”’—‘ How, no mules ?”’ he
shouted in derision, while the slaves tittered and
hid their black faces, and their mistress lawghed
outright—‘“ Why, what a miserable country yQurs -
must be!”

Shortly after daybreak we resumed pur journey
through very thriving crops, descending to the
valley of the Robi, where the cye was greeled by
a perfect scene of Eastern -cultjvation. Juwarree,
fifteen «fecet high, teff, chilies, onions, oil-plant, and

[ ]

,: Anglicé,“ maize, bread, and beer.”
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cotton, in many parts artificially irrigated, flourished
with the utmost luxuriance on a rich black soil,
under a climate resembling that of the more fa-
voured spo*s in Western India. The scenery of
this richly-wooded and well-watered valley was not
a little enhanced by the beauty of the surrounding
mountains, of which the numerous peaks were
tufted with trees, and crowned by populous hamlets,
whilst the rcdundance of vegetation, and the growth
and quality of the cotton, with a soil adapted for the
production of sugar. coffee, and rice, proclaimed
the locality te possess "the.very highest natural
advantages as an emigrating settlement.

+ In the broad shallow channel of the Robi, up-
wards of, twb ‘hundred yards across, which pours
into the Hdiwash between a belt of verdant acacias
two sparkling streams of the clearest water, are
found an inexhaustible supply of round pebbles of
every size, which being assoried, are used by the
Ambhidra fusilecrs in lieu of the usual iron bullets.
They-are even employed as slugs and shot, and form
a Jarge item in the tribute 'paid by this district,
wheremn’ alone they are .obtained. Crossing the
rivet, the road entered a thick jungle; and we
were warned to be oa our gudrd, as it had long
been infested by banditti called Gowezza, composed
principally of Christian outcasts, who absconded
either from fear of their creditors, or of church
censure. During the great famine in the year of St.
Luke,,, their numbers were augmented by, from five
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to six hundred Christian, Mohammadan, and Galla
vagabonds, who formed themselves into a lawless
band, and renouncing all forms of religion, took up
their permanent abode in the greenwood, wheye,
favoured by the nature of the ground, they could
plunder and kidnap with impunity.

To the notes of an Abyssinian war chorus, which
still pgoclaimed our hostile designs on the lordly
clephant, the plain was créssed without any de-
monstrations on the part of the outlaws;**and
leaving the high peaks of Chureecha and Sangdta
on the right, with Mungut and Sellaish on the
left, the road ascended the Gozi mountain by a
narrow pass, leading under a peak on which stands
a house belonging to Wulasma Mohfmtnad” Abo-
mésa, forming the termination af the range towards
the Adaicl frontier, Kmits his power in this dis,
rection, his rights as Abogdz extending westward
to Bulga. The district of Gozi is entirely peopled
by Mohammadans styled Arablet, whose progenitors
. are said by tradition to have been left there prier to
the reign of Nagési, first king of Shoa. Hoossajn, -
Wahabit, and Abdool Kurreem, generals Srobably
detached from the victorious army of Graan, eare’
represented to have come from Mecca, and to have
taken possession of the country—the legedd as-
signing to the first of these*wargiors as his capital
the poptilous village of Medina, which is conspicu-
ous on a tone among the mountains shortly fter

entering the valley of the Robi.
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'Having descended the Gozi range, the road led
across an extensive flat, styled ‘‘ the wilderness of
Giddem,” which forms the neutral ground betwixt
the Amh¢va and the Adaiel. But less than four
years have elapsed since the great chief of the
Gibddsa, at the head of his whole clan, made a
sudden inroad, and swept off all the cattle in this
district. The Christians pursuing the invaders,
slew great numbers in' an engagement fought near
Résa; and recovered a portion of the spoil ; but on
their march back, they were in turn overtaken by
Anbassa Ali, who (1(,stroyed upwards of one thou-
sand.

The valley of Giddem is watered by four fine
rivers, which We crossed in succession—the Sower,
& mystery,” the Ashmik, ““ man who deals in sor-
_rery,” the Gésha Bakmdee, «‘“shield on my arm,”
and the Jow-wahd,  stupid watcr ”—the whole of
which, uniting after their escape from the moun-
tains, join the Hawash not far from Mount Azulo.
TheoGasha Bakindee, the banks of which are preci- .
pitous and thickly wooded, is represented to have
been the scene of numberless murders on the part
‘of the Wollo Galla, who are here in the constant
habit of way-laying travellers ‘through the wilder-
ness.~ To the eastward of the valley, therefore, the
hand of the cultivator has been stayed, and the
forest, standing in large gloomy patches,‘ choked
with reeds and wild canes, is tenanted by troops of
guinea-fowl, by the boar, the lion, and the elephant;
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but to the westward, on either swle of the road, the
cultivation is magnificent—the soil, the climate, and
the abundant supply of water, with the shelter af-
forded by the surrounding hills, proving especially
favourable to the labours of the agriculturist.
Traces of the huge tenants of the shades so worthy
of their bﬁ]k, were however visible among the
adjacept crops, and the dread entertained of their
visits was well evinced by ndmerous elevated plat-
forms, constructed upon the highest trees”'that
bordered the rich plant.ati.ons .of cotton and red
pepper. . .

On the sedge-grown banks of the Sower, beneath
the spreading branches of a venerab]e tamarmd we
found Ayto Abaiyo, with a numerous “retinue, re-
posing durlngr the noontide heat, on his way te
assume the district of dMungust, fo the south-southe,
west, tue late governor havmg been summarily
removed on charges of oppression. In the prin-
cipal town, Mosdbiet, is held one of the chief
markets in the kingdom, the high road to Man-
chettee, the Wollo, 4nd the de_]O“ Galla_passiog
through it. The numeroas mounted retinge of the
haughty functmnary had conjured up misgivings in’
the mind of our gdide, who, since leaving Mahh-
food, had never ceased allusions to the “* Gowezza;
nor was it without much persugsion and remon-
strance *that he was finally induced to cross the
river witheus, and to hail from a respectful dig.ance
the suspitious band of his own gountrymen.
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Leaving the valley of Giddem, seven miles in
length the route led over a very broken and stony
rise into a third vale, also richly cultivated, whence
commence 1 the ascent of the Kokfari range. We
halted for the night at the village of Zumbo, plea-
santly situated on a pretty green terrace on the
mountain side between Manya and Dai Mariam,
and I despatched the King’s messenger in advance
to apprizc Ayto Tsinna, the governor, of our
arrival within his jurisdiction. Supplies poured in
from all directions ; but although now far beyond
the reach of the much-dreaded freebooters, it was
not destined that our hours should be passed in
peace. Attracted by the smell of honey, a legion of
huge black anfs swarmed into the tent ; and invading
cvery bed, caused one slumberer after the other to
start in madness tq his feet. + In vain we obtained a
light, and massacred thousands upon thousands—a
fresh army streamed upon the track of the anni-
hilated troops ; and so unremitting were their per-
secutions, that we ultimately found it necessary to
stnke the camp, and remové to a remote stubble
field, where, although fairly beaten from the field,
‘pursuit was fortunately baffled, and their proximity
speedily forgotten.

19
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CHAPTER XXXVIII.
HOSPITALITY AT KOKFARI.

“ May the guests of the Neg.oos come quickly !—
all is prepared for their reception,” was the m&ssage
received early the cnsumg merning from the old
governor, to whom our party stood specially con-
signed by the king, and who was, moreover, an
acquaintance made in the late expedltlon where he
had appeared in capacity of * wobo,” or general
commanding the rear guard. eAfter ascending the
steep face of the mowntain, and gradually turning
the shoulder of the range, we reached his residence,
occupying the summit of a steep hill, well for-
tified with palisades and wicker-work. A deep
grove of tall trees on the opposite eminence®con-
cealed the monastery of Kasaiyit, famous as the
depository of the chronicles of Saint Eusta,tfnus and
beyond, a wild tract of forest land, inwersected by
serpentine rivers, stretched away to the blue hills of
Efrata and Worra Kaloo.

Approaching the residence @f Ayto Tsdnna, I
caused 2 salute to be fired in his honour by our
escort ; afid being forthwith ushered into his pre-
sence, Weofoun.d tﬁ.e kind-heayted and hospitable
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veteran seated in the inner porch of his spacious
house, where skins had been spread for our accom-
modation., Nothing could surpass the munificence
of ,our recept'on. Bread, honey, butter, hydromel,
beer, poultry, and eggs, were supplied in princely
abundance, whilst oxen and sheep were slaughtered
for the use of the followers, and comn and grass sup-
plied to the numerous train of horses and mules.
A spacious dumicile Was provided, in which, after
a fir¢' had, been lighted to dislodge evil spirits, our
repast was spread; and durmg the greater portion of
the afternoon the liberal and m*elllgent host continued
to witness the drill of the artillery escort, performed
at his blzecw.l request, and to converse with evident
satisfaction on the manufactures of Europe, specimens
af'some of which heshad most unwillingly accepted.

.« Messengers were, in the mean time despatched to
five subordinate governors, with orders to assemble
their quotas on the morrow for the purpose of hunt-
ing. The tooltoola resounded through the neigh-
bouring districts to summon young and old; and
n dmltatlon of the royal procldmations, the mandate
went forth by the herald, ¢‘ that all who should fail
to repair to the wilderness on the day appointed
would be held to have forfeited their property during
seven years.”” The son of the host, a tall handsome
youth, wearing gay necklaces of beads and a stream-
ing white feather in token of his achievements per-
formegd during the recent foray had beet: specially
charged with the’ gptertamment of ourfullowers ;
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and the strength of the potent okd hydromel, no less
than the liberality with which it had been dispensed,
werc but too cvident upon the majority cre the
night fell. Loquacity increased with each additional
gumbo that was drained, and loud and boisterous
were the praises of the good cheer within the chief-
tain’s hall. .

Ampngst the visiters who flocked to behold the
white strangers, was a monkefrom the adjacent
monastery, who proved deeply versed in traditionary
lore. It was diverting fo listen to the argumentb
adduced by the holy ofather agains® the projected
hostilitics, and one anecdote considerably staggered
the faith reposed by the governor in tl.IClI‘ success.
“In ancient days,” quoth the rec luse ‘ ome of the
most powerful monarchs of Zthiopia, whose nathe
I have forgotten, made war agginst the elephants,
with his whole army. The king of the elephants
being sore pressed, took "unto himself a mouse to
wife, and herein he displayed his wisdom and saga-
city. The mice espousing the quarrel of their foble
kin, entered the impetial storehouses in a couptless
bodv—devoured all the shiclds, harness, accoutre-
ments, and leather, in a single night? and thus
utterly defeated the Project of the king of kings.”

The Amhdra possess a most indifferent idea of
woodcraft, and never venture to attack a wild beast
unless oh horseback, in bodies consisting of several
hundred Wwarriors, armed with every ava.able
weapon, When, according to the approved system

VOL. 1. Y
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of Abyssinian bullying, the animal is sometimes
worried to death. But these expeditions are gene-
rally undertaken with little success, and seldom
terminate without many fatal accidents. He who
hurls the first successful spear is entitled to an
honorary reward from the king, and to a triumph in
the capital, which is attended with ccremonies and
rejoicings similar to those that celebrate thexcturn
of the mu derous foray against the heathen Galla.
Owing to the excess of cultivation on the highlands,
Shoa generzlly presznts a peculiar deficiency of ob-
jects worthy of the chase ; baboons and monkeys, it
has been seen, are royal game ; badgers are believed
to be the ‘. Devil’s flock,” and are therefore stu-
diously shunned ; and hyenas, although occasionally
&cstroyed, are in many parts of the country suffered
«to multiply to an alagrming extent, from the existing
superstition that Jewish sorcerers descend from the
mountains during the night, and transform them-
selves into the likeness of these animals, whence
ther€ could be no good result from their destruction.

*Ngither journey or huntidg is ever undertaken
without apropitious omens, and should these be
wanting, tue Amhara will retrace his steps on any
pretext, and patiently await the welcome sign. The
sight of the unclean hare is sufficient to shake the
stoutest nerves. An -antelope bounding across the
path augurs favourably to success in any under-
taking. A fox barking on the left hand destroys
all Lope of a happy, result, but on the right hand a
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prosperous issue may with confidence be anticipated.
The appearance of a white buzzard prognosticates
good or evil according to the position of the tail,
and chief of all the numerous birds of ill omen is
the ‘ Goorameila .”” Death or the most dire
disaster, is certain to follow his portcntous croak ;
and there is nb inhabitant throughout the realin
who kas not some tale to recoyd in confirmation of
the fatal character of this ominous shrike. That fool-
hardy wight who giveth no heed to the warning note
of coming misfortune hgs never yct been known to
escape. He is eithersbalked in th® object of his
journey, pillaged, maltreated, or murdered.

The omens must in this instance ln\.'e proved fa-
vourable. Under the personal guidance of-the host,
whose hospitality increased rather than abated, we
repaired, on the afterhoon of the second day’s fess,
tivities, to Manya—a village occupying the high
promontory of table-land immediately opposite to
our former encampment at Zumbo. It overlooked
the wide extent of wilderness which was to forth the
scene of operations on' the morrow, but among which
it was deemed unsafe to sojourn, as well on actount
of the wild beasts, as of the constant hostile inrbads
of the Galla and Adaiel. The route wound by a
gradual descent over the Kokfiri mountain, so
named from the numecrous’ redslegged partridges,
the size' of a guinea-fowl, with which the coverts

[ ]
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swarm—thick copses of brushwood and heather,
interlaced with dog-roses, eglantine, and bramble,
affording the most alluring shelter in the vicinity of
abwndant ¢rain and water.

Beneath the moss-grown branches of a silvery
““woira,” which leaned its venerable form over the
hill-side fronting the church dedicated to Emanuel,
stood a miniature imitation of the sacred edifice,
erected ac-ording to wont upon a pile of stones.
Bread, grain, rags, and feathers, were industriously
heaped upon this ido! by every passer by, and the kiss
was imprinted ‘with fervent devotion upon the rough
stem of the tree around which the old governor,
dismounting fr‘om his mule, fastened a strip of cloth
as a votive offering.  On rcaching our destination,
which by certain of the followers who had sacrificed
oo liberally to the jolly god was accomplished with
no ordinary difficulty, several muskets and match-
locks werc discharged from the verge of the cliff, to
give notice of our arrival to the Gillé and Soopa,
two ‘tributary clans, occupying the low country,
wlﬂo,,iq obedience to the summons of the preced-
ing day, werc already assembled on the confines of
the hunting ground. -

From the Risa hille, the residence of the formid-
able Anbassa Ali, whose domains bound the wilder-
ness of Giddem, Mount Azulo did not appear to be
more than one day’s journey; and the rldwash,
whick is said to flow round its base, could be dis-
tinctly traced in its course through the hot Adel
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plains, by the dark line of tsees that fringe the
banks. The mountain itself, although far beyond
the dominions of Shoa, is renowned as the most
sacred seat of monkery. Continually emitting vo-
lumes of dark smoke, its only inhabitants ace Chris-
tian friars, who, despising the world and its vanities,
retire thither, unmolested by Galla or Mohamma-
dan, fo spend their days in blissful peace and seclu-
sion. Universally looked tipon as sorcerers, they
are believed to live on the most social fernts with
the lions and wild g()ats which share the retreat, and
the tale assigns to t]u,.holy fathcrs am exclusive sub-
sistence upon fruits, and herbs, and roots, which,
together with a pair of wings, are freely furnished
them from Heaven; but it is certain®tRat hone who
have yet returned from the pilgrimage have brought
back their feathered appendages,—whilst their lank
figure wnd their sunken eye have betokened rather
the toil of the weary wayfarer than the high enjoy-
ment of Elysian feasts.
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¢ CHAPTER XXXIX.

THE WILDERNESS OF GIDDEM. ,

Berore daylight of the following morning, ,Ayto
Tsanna gave tbe word' to saddle, and the tedious
descettt of the south-eastern face of the steep Manya
hill having been acqomphshed on foot, we gained
the border of the wilderness. as the sun rose, and
took post on a small eminence to await the report of
the scouts who were out in every direction among
the tangled gravs. The valley, environed by moun-
tains, and extending eight or ten miles in one unin-
terrupted flat, was intersectad throughout its ex-
treme breadth by the four streams already named,

their thickly-wooded banks harbouriag antelope, and
a great variety of birds of the most brilliant plumage.
These detached jungles, in many points uniting,
- formed a continuous belt of «dark foliage, and in
othe.s réceding as the miryg swamps became niggard
of the requsite moisture, afforded limited vistas to
the eye, although still accessible Wwith difficulty either
to man or horse.

A speedy summons' arrived from the governor,
who, with a large party of retainers, and two.match-
lockmen forming his body-guard, was seated on the
bankg of Jow-waha. An elephafit had begn descried
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at the distance of some miles, 3nd an uproar hatl in
consequence commenced, sufficient to alarm the
most fearless and sedate quarry in existence. After
a protracted and tumultuous consultation, the hunt
was commenced according to the Abyssinian method
—equestrians and pedestrians without number shout-
ing and hallooing to each other as they threaded the
paths_trampled by the huge quadrupeds through a
tangled swamp of canes, so focked and interlaced
that no human eye could penetrate one feot on
either side, whilst crowds of Galla horsemen galloped
on cither flank, to gomplete the jmpossibility of
success.

This turmoil continued under a burning sun until
past two o’clock, when, having rimcheds the cx-
tremity of the waste which divides the country of
the Gibdésa Aldaiel, the appearance of several horse-
men hovering in the distance induced the governor
to decamp with precipitation to the centre of the
wilderness, without having seen aught save a few
recent tracks imprinted on the burnt grass, and a
charred log of woodswhich was long maintaineq to.
be an elephant. Here the, tributary Gillé antd Seepss;
who had been called out under their respgefive chiefs,
Abbo and Boroo',came pouring in from all direc-
tions—a wild and savage race, whom the Chtistians
declared to be the most hardened, cruel, and insub-
ordinate wretches in the whole world, men who
would take a life for the possession of the Jeriost

* o ' Bowo sngniﬁcs “my yellow horse.” o
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triffe. More than trebling the numerical strength of
the Amhéra, their appearance so alarmed the veteran
“ Wobo,” "that he forthwith placed himself under
the protection of his guests; and apprehending a
termination to the day similar to the issue of Chevy
Chasc, requested that rifles might be discharged for
the purpose of intimidation, whilst he ordered his
immediate attendants to raise the shrill war-cry to
collect his scattered retainers. The Moslems mean-
while-«contented themselves with gazing at the un-
wonted appearance of the white strangers, and clumps
of Christian spears soon restored the chief to his
sclf-possession, and rclieved the forebodings of his
dismayed followers, whose extraordinary politencss
to the atxiltarfes was beyond ad things diverting ;
tha most tender inqugries relative to health and well-
heing only cliciting a scowling glancc, accompanied
by a surly (l()gbe(l leply

It being in the interim reportcd that a man had
been destroyed by a femalc elephant, at whose calf
he had ventured to hurl his spear, Ayto Tsanna took
the, opportunity of freeing himself of his unpleasant
Gullaevassals, by directing them to hem the skirts of
the forest, whilst he _requested us ‘“to enter the
thicket, and destroy the enragéd beast, whom no
one elge would approach.” Although well convinced
of the 1mpoas1b111t} of: accomplishing this absurd
request, a desire to efface former evil imputations
induced a ready compliance, and a body of Amhira
spcar;nen were selected to point but the s¢ene of the
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alleged accident. Cr(;uching in, a compact group at
intervals of every few hundred yards as they ad-
vanced, they lowered their shields, bristled their
spears, and in *‘ the language of the chase,” offered
up a prayer for Divine assistance, coupled with abuse
and defiance to the much-dreaded object of their
quest. ° .

The story of the catastrophe proved on investiga-
tion to be utterly falsc, the man having been merely
lacerated by a splinter in a fall from a tree, instead
of killed outright by an elephant as 'werred by his
comrades. A search pf*two miles tluough the shady
recesses of a magnificent forest, where some of the
vencrable trces mcasured upwards of forty feet in
circumference, and wherce the lemon grev wild in
the utmost luxuriance and profusion, led us agaiu to
the open plaif, without aught bemg scen but a fe;v
of that rare species of ape stvled the “monk of
the wood.”” Here a message from the governor was
delivered, to the effect that the elephants were sur-
rounded at the further cxtremity of the wasts, and
unless immediately astacked would make their escgpe..
Rejoining him with all expulltlon, it was astertanred
that want of mcthod had again frustrated every de-
sign, and that the®clamour of the unruly multitude
had rendered futile this last chance of retrieving the
fortunes of the day.

Evening was now fast closing around, and many
miles wese to be retraced to the camp, across bogs
and quaggmires, reddered almost impassable Qy the
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tramp of six hundred horsemen. But before finally
leaving the ground, the Galla chieftains and their
wild host were assembled ; and the governor, taking
his seat in the midst, in a set speech informed them
that their loru the king had sent them  a strong
stranger” as a guest. That their country of
Giddem had been chosen in preference to Bulga,
Mentshar, or the banks of the Robi, and that
elephants must be found on the morrow, or shame
would-be the portion of all in the eyes of their royal
master. Bowmg their heads, in token of implicit
obedience to the high behest, the chiefs pledged
themselves to spare no exertions, and to appear
early the following day with double the number of
their respectivertribes ; which a.surance’ given, the
opportunity was emlyraced of urging an old dispute
rglative to the loss of certain Galla steuds, stated by
Boroo, surnamed Amba Bukazia, to have been
stolen by the Amhara borderers.

“Yellow Horse ”” rose to speak in favour of his
countsymen. His portly figure betokened high
command and perfect self-possassion. The lines of
fiis+«darle face had settled,down into features ex-
pressive of the most imperturbable coolness, and
his whole appearance was that of the haughty
savage ‘chieftain. Standing erect before his feudal
superior, his .).ttltude and demeanour were strikingly
bold and dlgmﬁed His mantle, surmounted by a
shaggy black skin, fell gracefully over his brawny
shoulders ; and his words flowetl on, pleasing and
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mellifluous, in a smooth stream ,of native eloquehce,
which the soft language of the Galla admitted of his
modulating into a masterly succession of measured
rhymes The interpreter sat opposite, with his gyes
riveted on the orator, and sentence after sentence
being rendered into Amhiric with ease and volubility,
he conveyed to the governor through every marked
intonation a close verbal mterRretat]on without dis-
turbing for a moment the graceful flow of the im-
passioned harangue. But Ayto Tsanna having al-
ready decided the questlon apd mentally resolved
not to listen to the '1ppeal gladly awailed himself of
my departure for camp to mount his own horse,
and thus abruptly to terminate the unpleasant dis-
cussion. '
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CHAPTER XL.
'DOWNFALL OF THE ELEPHANT.

ExEe the sun Fad risen the ensuing morning, we were
again in the wilderness, where nearly double the
number of Galla had been assembled by the chiefs
Boroo and Ablo, to whom, before conunencing the
labours of the day, suitable trinkcts were presented.
The swamps on the southern side of the waste
having béen dridwn unsuccessfully, columns of dust
which arose from the opposite quarter high above
the trees were prenounced to indicate the pre-
sence of a troop of clephants; and thither we all
hurried. But the performance of the beaters was
even inferior to that of the preceding day. Half
the nember, visibly shaking with fear, ascended the
-tallest trees, whilst those who lad again induced us
0 picceie them through the ocean of tangled flags,
where to Kill or even to see a wild beast was
perfectly out of the qrestion, used their utmost
endeavours, by talking and shouting, to give warn-
ing of our approach.

But we were resolved to prove that the Gyptzis
would not place others in a position wlich they
scrupled themselves to occupy, and the hunt was
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continued for some hours with €hose of the Amhira
who possessed suflicicnt courage to accompany us.
The sun was oppressively hot, and our side arms,
which were insisted upon as a measure of presau-
tion against the treachery of the allies who had been
summoned to assist, proved peculiarly cumbersome
and distressing § but swamp after swamf was beaten
unsuecessfully, and forest after forest traversed
without one glimpse being ‘obtained of the desired
quarry. .« -

At length, about two in the afteraoon, 1 was
summoned to the pmsen('c of the*governor, who,
being much fatigued, was seated below a spreading
tree, and about to propose a rcturn to thc tents.
In a long studicd specch he set for R * that his fol-
lowers had dgune their utmost also for that day,%nd
had driven the clepkants, whjgh were countless zs
the forest leaves, from place to place, as though they
had been village kine, but that the Europeans
Here his harangue was cut short by the appearance
of a Galla scout, who galloped furiouqu up, cx-
claiming, “They d¥ink, they drink. in the Jow-*
wahd I’ The council imstantly dissolved, ]n"s'ﬁl’l&‘l
by a new ray of hope, we lcaped again intd the
saddle, and, carrying our rifles across our shoulders,
made at full speed for the river.

A gallop of three miles throggh a dense cevert,
consisting of strong elastic wands, interlaced with
prickly Weeds and coarse spear grass, left the crowd
far behind us ;_ and, arriving at the spot where the
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animals had been ia view, ‘ Yellow Horse,” with
half a score of his wild riders, was alone present.
At the water’s edge numerous deep holes in the wet
sand were sti'l bubbling from below, and after fol-
lowing the fresh foot-marks a few hundred yards, I
ascended a tall tree, from the summit of which, with
the aid of my pocket telescope, I presently identified
the broad backs of a herd standing at the distance
of half a mile. Unconscious of the presence of any
foe, they were quietly groupcd under a solitary
acacia, and but for the flapping of their huge ears,
might have been mistaken for masses of rock.
Descending as soon as I had thoroughly recon-
noitred the land-marks I made very light of what 1
had seen, and aﬁ'ectmg to doubt the evidence of my
eyes, carelessly proposed that the native allies should
tarry wherc they were, whilst “Douglas Graham and
myself proceeded into the jungle on foot, before the
governor with his noisy train should arrive from the
rear.

After much fruitless opposition on the part of
Qld: Boroo, who saw through the plot, and vowed
that His despotlc master would hold him responmble
for tne accident which he considered our rash in-
tention to be certain to involve, my arrangement
was finally carried. Armed with two rifles each,
we stealthily advan-ed against the wind, under the
cover afforded by the dry copse wood, which yielded
up a cloud of impalpable dust ‘and rendered the
inclination to sneeze incessant. I had inarked a



THE CONQUEST. 335

scrubby thorn-bush, which scrued as a beacon, and
on climbing silently to the top, we commanded a
view of a small open area that had been trampled
completely bare. High cane-like wands and withgred
grass environed it on all sides, and in the centre,
beneath the shade of a venerable camel-thorn, whose
stem had been ‘well polished by continttal rubbing,
stood, a gigantic bull elephant surrounded by four
of Lis seraglio. .

Thus far we were undiscovered, and Bxitish® credit
being now complete]v at qtake, we paused to take
breath, and examine our weapons. #easures having
becn concerted in a whisper, we then crept upon our
hands and knees to the extreme verge of the covert,
carcfully avoiding the thickest patchi®s, und keeping
the tree still always to windward, until, through-a
beaten track which led towards it, the dark figuge
of the patriarch of the herd was at last revealed
at the distance of only fiftcen yards. His trunk
was curled around one of his long white tusks; his
eats and his under jaw moved at long intervaks ; and
as he swung lazily from side to side to throw his
weight on alternate legse his head was 89&1 iarned
in the exact position to ensure success. Havirg
first looked at my companion for an assenting nod,
I laid my heavy rifle over a forked wooden rest, set
the hair-trigger, and plantedl a tgo-ounce ball in the
only small fatal spot behind the ear which was pre-
sented by the monstrous target.

A hedwy fall afnourfced thg effect of the- shot,
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and confusion instantly followed. One of the females
whose front had been towards our ambush, rushed
forward, and received a volley of hard bullets in her
broad forchead, which turned the attack, and brought
her also to the ground, after a flight with her com-
panions of fifty yards. She, however, rose after
some minutes, and rushing past the cavalcade col-
lected on the outskirts, escaped into the thick forest
to die, attenti .n being meanwhile entircly engrossed
by thé& tusker, the nobler quarry, who, although
prostrdte on -his side like a tallen tower, manifested
in his dying mements, by sun«h‘v portentous noiscs
and uncouth struggles, an inclination to resume an
erect position. His destruction was speedily com-
pleted ; but it &as still impossible to leave the spot,
from a conviction thet the braggart Amhaira rabble
would not fail to claim the konour and the credit
of having slain the prize with their powerless spears,
should any perchance find the carcass during the
absence of the lawful proprictors—a surmise which
was fully confirmed by the appropriation of the
tail.as a trophy, by the very first man who made
Kls“dppeﬁrance t

' The death .of this lordly monster, to which so
little importance would have beeri attached in those
parts of the African continent where the event is
one of diurnal occurrence, here created in the mind
of every beholder a sensation of astonishment and
admiration hardly to be described. The* fame of
the exploit, carried by exXpres§ couriers, spread
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from corner to corner of the empire ; and although
far from universally credited, it produced cven
more than the good effect anticipated. Those who
when the storming party first entercd thc covert,
had sought safety in trees, could with difficulty be
prevailed ypon to descend, in order to approach
the mountain of flesh from which life was said to
have departed ; and finally mustering courage to
do so, in the frenzy of excitemvnt, launched their
spears and discharged their matchlocks, to the im-
minent peril of the bysjanders and of“*each other.
On the first intimation of the animals having, after
two days’ diligent search, been actually discovered,
threc-fourths of the whole purty had jncoptinently
disappeared. The Galla horscmen, who $had pre-
viously boasted thc destructioh of clephants with
their speavs, did not venture to approach for & fulk
hour after their ears had been saluted by the reports
of our rifles; and even the warrior who vaunted
himself the ¢ hereditary chicftain of all the Braves
of the Amhara nation,” long clung pertinaciously
fo his secure seat amdng the topmost branches. ° . <
As the fact of the doWnfall of the nable beast,
became more widely credited, and tie scattered
forces gradually rallied round it, chief afteg chief
offered his hand in congratulation of the, in his
eyes, daring exploit, expreésingt his wonder and
amazement that a small rifle-ball had been able to
accomplish the angihilation of the bulk ard life
of sevent'y' seaspns,. and extolling the proweSs of
VOL. 1I. z
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the king’s European visiters in the encounter with
so formidable a monster, whose colossal strength
could have carried him trampling through a whole
array of their own host, dealing death and destruc-
tion wheresoever his will impelled him. Whilst
dancing and howling around the carcass, they
affirmed the deed to be the work of genii, and com-
plimented us as the ‘“ bravest of the brave,”” under
the titles of ““ Figa” and *“ Gobez ;”’ declaring that
“the mould whereof the Gyptzis were fashioned
must be of "4 rare guality; and that if all the sub-
jects of Shoa wWere but compdsed of the same mate-
rial, the dominions of Sihela Selissie would know
no limit.”” |

Boroo, the brave chief of the Soopa, who, before
our shots were heatd, had with extreme difficulty
%een restrained from gallopihg into the jungle at
the head of his gathered retainers, and thus alarm-
ing the quarry by the noise and confusion of many
hundred horsemen, was more particularly earnest
and vehement in h1s congratulatlonq on our Vlctory
resﬁlts from what he termed so rash an attack upon
the hitherté unsubdued monarch of the wilderness,
and bad trembled for the royal vengeance which
any accident to the party would infallibly have
drawn upon his Cevoted head. The world was
made for you alone,” concluded the old warrior in

a perfect ecstasy of delight, ““and no one else has
any business in it.” v
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The trunk and ear of the béast so much dreaded
throughout the district having been hewn from
the carcass, upon the iron folds of which neither
the swords nor the lances of the assembled Galla
and Amhéara could make the smallest impression,
were fina]ly borne off in triumph; and as we re-
turned to the encampment on the hill- top the same
honours were paid us which are exacted by the
despot on his triumphal entfy after a successful
expedition against the heathen. Horkemen gal-
loped in every directien, shouting the prowess of
the Gyptzis, and anifouncing that * those who had
gone forth to slay the mighty elephant had success-
fully performed the quest.” Groupg f yomen and
girls lined the hill-side, and as the huntting-party
crowned the steep, raised fheir shrill voices n
praise aud welcome. ® The tents were entered am#d
the deafeaing chorus of a war song. Bullocks were
instantly slaughtered for all the followers. Double
the dally liberal supplies of every descnptlon were
poured in. Sprigs of green asparagus were pre-
sented by the sons’of the delighted govgrnor ta
ornament our hair-in %arnest of victory. Dame
Twotit composed, a new extemporafeous sonnet
upon the occasion, which she rehearsed duripg half
the night; and until the cock crew, every quarter
of the village of Manya resounded with wild danc-
ing, marual music, and war songs, in celebrati>n of
an achlevement ngw for the first time w1tneSsed by
the Christian population of Shea.

7 9
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CHAPTER XLI. .

THE NORTIHERN GALLA.

GIDDEM was conquered by Asfa Woosen, grandsirc
to Sdhela Selissic, from, Latta, the ruler of the
first Mohammadan settlers. A succession of deep
valleys, stretching castward to the very confines of
the Adai¢l, are occupied by the tributary Galla
tribes of Gillé and Soopa, who have becomc con-
verts to Islamism—the Alldla river intersecting the
dountry of the former, of ‘which the principal
village is Esgieyé, and the Negéso that of the
latter, whose chief resides at Allaiyo. Further to
the north, where a continuation of the wild tract of
forest 'land is visible, the Adaie threads the district
inhabited by that portion of the Wollo who own
allegiance »to Shoa under the government of Efrata,
and by the Doogoogra Galla, who were also depend-
ent, but have long been in a state of open rebellion.
Large quantities of excellent coffee are cultivated
"in Manchéttee and @Efrata, and with the salt pieces
or ‘“4amoles,” which it has been seen are imported
from TFigré by the Wollo and Werra Kiloo, are
brought to Shoa by the Moslem merchants. In
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Giddem itself, hovs;ever, coffee is not cultivated,
owing to the prejudice entertained respecting its use
by the Christian population generally.

Westward of Giddem, and interposed betwixt it
and Morabietie, is the province of Mans, largest of
all the districts of Shoa, but subdivided :nto Lalo,
Mima, and Ghéra, each of which forms a distinct
govgrnment. Abiyé, third king of Efat, dcfeated
and subjugated Golé, the then independent ruler,
whose daughter Wolensa, was the mothgr ofsZenama
Work, the Quecn-dowager.  This lady, thercfore,
looks upon Mans as het hereditagy possession, and
she is much bcloved by the people, although, as*®
regards their allegiance to the crown, they still
retain a large share of their ancieRf infependence.
Haughty, brave, obstinate, gnd quarrelsome,, they
openly avow to hawe little knowledge of Sihgla
Stldssie—never swear by his name, as is the use;ge.
of His Majesty’s more dutiful and loyal subjects—
often depose the governors whom he appoints to
rule over them—and refuse to take partsin the
annual forays overs the southern border, upon the
grounds that they hawe quite sufficient 8ccupation
in the adjustment of intestine feads,and boundary
disputes. These latter are points not always satis-
factorily adjusted in Europe—nor is it extrasordinary
that they should be attended wjth some difficylty in
Africa.

During the rebellion of Meddko, the king, in his
distress,e sent.?i'n“urgent message to the people of
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Mans, saying, ‘ My brothers, niy relations, hasten to
help me!” and pouring in at the summons, the
wild hordes arrived in time to decide the issue of
the dubious day. But so well aware is the despot
of his precarious footing, that he relies entirely upon
the tact displayed by his mother, avowing her
northern subjects to be his own flesh and blood,
upon whom he could not impose a heavy taxation.
The only tribute paia, "therefore, is in sekddt, a
coarse ‘black cloth, manufactured of the fleece of
the sheep of . the country, and invariably employed
in the manufacture of the foyal tents.

This fabric also furnishes a costume indispensable
in so rigorous a climate, where the bleak unsheltered
hills, swept by & cutting easterly wind, rank among
the coldest portions of, Abyssinia. The soil is chiefly
a nch black earth, producmg(abundant crops, but

‘ perfectly destitute of timber. Salt is the only cir-

culating medium ; and a man’s wealth is estimated
by the number of his ploughshares, which are care-
fully buried until wanted. The swarthy complexion
of the inhabitants, and their sombre habiliments,
distinguish them amongst a'l the other subjects of
Shoa—wearers of the white cotton robe—than whom
they are cven more surerstitious, bigoted, and igno-
rant; tile most enlightened amongst them being
esteemed right cunping' sorcerers, and as such,
dreaded wheresoever they wander.

Mans_has already been mentioned as a province
famous, for the lake Alobir, the refputef:l residence of
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the King of the Genii, through which the river Shai
flows to join the Nile. Of yore, when the spot now
inundated was terra firma, the Virgin Mary is said
to have appeared in the house of the wealthjest
cultivator residing in the many flourishing villages
that then .existed, and to have addressed herself to
the mistress, saying, “I am hungry,” and have
nothing to eat. Give me cory, and I will grind for
wages.” A vast heap of grain was pointed out,
sufficient for a week’s labour, but no sgoon€r had
the Virgin touched it t!lan ,it was ,miraculously
converted into meal. « The inhospitable master now
refused the pittance claimed ; nor would the ““ Four
Chairs,” before whom the complaint was carried,
give redress, until a poor shepher®’hafl become.
mediator. As a mark of the déspleasure of Heaven,
the scenc of this offenee against $he mother of Christ
was forthwith converted into a lake, which has since
formed the abode of the lord of all the gins and
evil spirits in the land; and from that period large
quantities of dabo, or wheaten cakes, composed of
the whitest flour, have been supplied by general-
contribution to the shepherds on the feStival of
Debra Tabor, and on the annwersary of & our
blessed Lady.” °

Iinmediately north of Giddem, betwixt the fron-
tiers of Shoa and Argébba, 1s the district of Djbbie,
under Abba"Munsoor, a Wollo Galla of consequence,
formerly govemor of Wofagabel, in the tegritories
of Birroe Luho, gmd notorigus for his parsonal
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valour. Having wéith a chosen band of followers
rebelled some Years since against the Prince of Ar-
gdébba, he fortificd himself at Arikkec, a high table-
topped mountain on the Wollo border, where he
steadily rejected the terms that were offered for his
capitulation. A strong force of spearmen, sup-
ported by a thousand musketeers ‘and matchlock-
men, was at length sent to reduce the insurgents;
but no soc.aer had the besiegers opened fire from a
deep Qefile that environs the stronghold, than five
hundred of their number were laid dead by a storm
of stones from above ; the rw‘duo as usual on such
occasions, retreating in the utmost disorder. The
entire scarp of the precipitous hill had been lined
with beams ‘4hd rafters balancing huge masses of
rock ; and the leathern thongs by which they were
lashed being simultaneously eut away by the garri-
son, destruction was carried along the whole extent
of the crowded ravine. After this signal victory,
Abba Munsoor abandoncd his citadel, and tendering
faith to Sihela Seldssie, was placed on the fl()llt]el
wof lris former liege, where his valour and trusty ser-
vices haVe gained him the highest place in the royal
favour. ' )

The dread entertamed by the Christians of the
independent Moslem denizens of the low country,
has been clearly pprtrayed by the personal confes-
sions of their monarch. The destruction of & single
individaial of the hostile tribes, by the most treacher-
ous means, is estimated a feat of the greatést valour,
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and one that entitles the hero &0 thz highest distinc-
tions. His Majesty’s recent allusions to his high-
land neighbours, the men of Geshe, *“ who carry broad
shields, and fight hand to hand,” had reference to
the receipt of tidings of the defeat of Ayto Amito,
one of his principal frontier governors, Ly Abogiz
Gobassie, a brwve chieftain in the service of Birroo
Lubo, who, with a large detpchment, had attacked
and routed thc Amhéra with great slaughter. This
disastrous news had been followed by the dfrival of
Ayto Kalassie from Kga, on ghe west-of Antzochia,
with intelligence that, bemg unable any longer to
stem the inroads of the Wollo, he had been com-
pmled to take flight, leaving the enemy in possession
of a fine district across the river WTmclut pertain-
ing to the principality of Zenama Work. v

Thes« events caused considegable consternation gn
the kingdom of Shoa; and it bemng apprehended
that the Mohammadans would follow up their suc-
cess in the direction of Giddem, all the Wollo
gunmen in the royal service werc dischargeéd, and
Christians or converted Galla slaves enlisted in
their room. A large detachment of the b8dy-guard
was then ordered to the north for the defenceof the
frontier; but under the conviction that, gs on all
former occasions, the Amhira cavalry would leave
them to dispute the field afone yith their brave focs,
they proceéded on the service with the greatest pos-
sible retuctance, although placed under the imme-
diate command ol‘Cham the son of Medokogwho is
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scarcely less renowned for valour than was his rebel
father.

Birroo Lubo, the Prince of Argébba, is descended
from Lubo the son of Watsooba, who is said to
have been a weaver, and who espoused the daughter
of Endries, governor of G6f. Amade, the last ruler
of Worra Himano, educated Birroo, the fruit of this
union, and created him governor of Gof, wherempon
he diligent'y occupled himself in the extension of
his doriniqus, dividing his residence between that
town and Ain Amba.. His elder son, Ali Birroo,
met an untimely death in one of the many border
struggles with the troops of Sahela Seldssie ; and the
only surviving brother, Amade, who is to succeed
his now aged Sather, has already obtained a great
reputation for persomal valour in the field. The
term Argdbba is applied by the Adajel to the whole
of the border country in which cotton is cultivated.
Caravans constantly come from Aussa to Dowwé,
on the frontier, the road being far more secure than
that between Tajiira and Shoa; and with a view
gtill « further to facilitate the eommunication, the
Prince, Wwho is extremely advanced in years, has
given«wone of his daughters in marriage to the chief-
tain of the united tribus Hurruk Bodaito.

The next most influential personage on this fron-
tier is. Adara Billé, surnamed, from the title of his
favourite war-steed, ‘ Abba Daghet,” ‘‘the Father
of Height.” This chieftain res1des at Gdtira', in

° ! The Cypress trees. . o
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the district of Changiet, and presides over the Wollo
tribe Gora. As a bribe to secure protection to
messengers proceeding to the northern states, he has
received a number of villages from Sédhela Selisgie.
Birroo Lubo has given him his daughter in marriage,
with territory in his own dominions, and affords
military aid in time of need as a checks upon the
westegn Galla; and Imdm Libédn, of the powerful
Worra tribe, has likewise mbde. considerable grants
of land with a similar object. Thus passesged of
extensive power, and courtegl orn all- sides, the
treacherous chief avails’ himself of ¢his position to
shift the cloak according to the wind; and, although
wedced to Birroo’s daughter, has never yet assisted
that ruler in his hostilities against Shat? ¢
Although not nominally tribudary to Gondar, heth
Birroo and Adara Billé afford nylitary aid whenevep
called upon, and the Wollo soldiery form the stout-
est bulwark of the decayed empire. Were all these
fanatic tribes of one accord, they could not fail to
endanger the safety of Christian Abyssinia® but
they are fortunately divided throughout by the seme <
feuds and private animosities which sever tht south-
ern Pagans. Hating Christian and heathen with all
the dire inveteracy ‘enjoined by their creed, arkd slay-
ing both without mercy on every opportunity, the
Wollo preserve all the suptrstitions of the latter,
below whom® they are in many respects debased by
Mohammadan bigotry ; thus affording a melagcnoly
proof of What the ®hole Galla pation must beeome,
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should it ever unfortunately happen that Abyssinia
terminated her intestine struggles by falling under
the grasp of a Moslem ruler. Intercourse with the
northern states has imparted to the Wollo a higher
degree of cultivation than is possessed by their coun-
trymen in the south ; and passing nearly the whole of
their time in the repetition of prayers, a proverb and
general belief prevails, that their country can,never
be conqu.red by those who are not followers of the
Prophet. . This superstition is embraced even by the
Christians of Shoa, jn consequence of Ras Ali being
last year defeated by the Wollo cavalry at Korkora,
on his march to invade Efit. The vernacular lan-
guage of al] this border is Galla, adulterated with
Ambdric. and®with the Arabic of the Kordn ; which
twe latter may be expected in the course of a few
-cenerations entirely to obliteratc the aboriginal
tongue.

Ah Marie, the independent Mohammadan prince
of Tehooldderee, wherein is the lake Haik, has long
been*in firm alliance with the King of Shoa, and
twice ably assisted him agaimst the Wollo, an im-
portant” picce of servicep for which His Majesty
remunerated him handsomely. It is now two years
since he was defeatel by Birroo Lubo, and driven to
seek ‘refuge at the Christian court, until, having
mustered sufficiept ‘réinforcements, he contrived,
after several severely-contested battles, to reinstate
himse) in his government; and it is s#id of this
warrior, that on the occasion ‘of his struggle for
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empire, * he slew so many of the foe with his own
hand, that the clotted gore could not be cffaced {from
his spcar blade.”

Again deposed by Birroo, he was now a fugitive
in Mofa, a strong fortress to the west of lake Haik.
The victor, whose pretext for the war was Ali
Marie’s refusal *to acknowledge allegiance to Ras
Ali, kas thus, by the subjugation of the Tehool4-
deree Galla, obtained possession of the entire line of
road from the frontiers of Shoa to Tigré, afd has,
moreover, deprived his, enety the Negoos of his
staunchest and most powerful ally. oIt is not a little
singular, that Sdliela Selassie, who is on outward
terms of friendship with Ras Ali, should have been
suffered to afford an asylum to Ali Marit, without
being called to account. On ¢he occasion in qaes-
tion, the haughty bt humbled fugitive bared hig
shoulders to the Christian monarch, according to
the Abyssinian mode of evincing respect, remarking,
as he did so, * that he gave this token of defercnce
for the first time during his life.” .

The Tylema Gallasare the last to be mentioned on-,
the northern frontier of ®hoa, and at their. Ifands the
most serious disasters and reverses haye unifermly
been experienced. * A former emperor of Aithiopia
is suid to have married a female slave, by wifom he
had three children, Metchd, Kagaiyo, and TdJema.
These youths were charged with the royal herds, and
being in the wilderness, and brave young mep, they
soon drew around Yhem a nupber of discontented
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vagaboids, who embraced their language and man-
ners, which were those of their mother, a native
of the very centre of Africa. Concerting an attack
uppn the southern provinces of the empire beyond
the Héwash, they defeated the imperial army on
the banks of the river Gala in Gurigué, which
runs southrtowards Zingero; but of numerous clans
and houses into which the rebels became subse-
quently divid=d, the twelve tribes of Metcha, the
Karaiyo, and the Tilema, have alone retained their
aboriginal appellation.

Attempting o invade the territory of the Abitchu
and Ghelén, the Tilema were defeated and driven to
the north-west where they established themselves on
the bleaKest'fnd most lofty highlands, and to the
present day have maintained their ,independence.
One portion have become converts to the Moham-
madan faith, but the occupants of the mountain
Déra adhere to idolatry. Woosen Suggud succeeded
in subjugating some few of these tribes; but on the
accesgion of Sdhela Selassie, they cast off the yoke,
and being joined by a memberof the bload-royal of
Shoa, bécame formidable exemies. Force after force
has been sant against Kaldla, the capital, on the
bordere, of Morabeitie, and always with the same
result” Birroo-Bukiza, and his successor, the brave
Abba Damto, have,mvanably repulsed the ¢ soldiers
of the cross,” with fearful slaughter, and many
governors have been put to a cruel deatf. In the
mind of the superstitious Amharh, fear ha# gradually
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given birth to a belief of the existence in these’ cold
mountains of a race of fabulous beings called .4rita,
to whom their reverses are attributed. The lower
portior of the body is described to be that of an ass
or a black dog, whilst the head and shoulders assume
the human form, and with the gait, costume, and
language “of nankind, complete a disguise which
enables the monsters to roam undetected over the
border districts of Shoa, ‘in .prosecution of their
bloody career of cannibalism.
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CHAPTER XLII.
THERMAL WELLS AT FEELAMBA.

Tie day follc wing ouvr victory over the monarch of
the forest was passed in the laborious operation of
hewing out the ponderous tusks, each of which
formed the load »f a donkey, aud was valued at’ one
hypndred German crowns. A strong force was in*
attendance to keep the peace; and owing to the in-,
feriority of thé#tools at command, and the cxisting
neccesity of cutting wompletely through the head
, tg the root of the lower tusk, “vhich was half-buried
in the soil with the violence of the fall, the trophies
werc not bornc off until the sun had set. The
wounded man had mcanwhile been conveyed to the
camp for surgical aid. The edges of the laceration
in bis thigh had been by an amateur practitioner
noatly Bmught togcther with acacia thorns fastened
by threads ' of wiry grass; and a handful of silver
casily’ refoncxlcd the pa.ient 'to a 1ew weeks of con-
fincmetit to his bed. .

An, Armenian, acting in capacity of dragoman
to the Embassy, had becn the Asculapius—a man
who, without the smallest pretensions, gratuitously
set upalso to be a first-rate Nim.od ; and the mer-
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riment made throughout thise day at his expense
had covered him with confusion. 'When setting out
from Ankéber with a borrowed 'musket, he had
rubbed his hands and feigned the highest spirits at
the prospect of resuming his * old sport,” for he had
slain elephants by the dozen in Northern Abyssinia ;
and their ta.lls,’he contended, “ like the tails of all
elephants, were hot tufted ';t the extremity, as 1
asserted, but covered with lonrr thair, after the fabluon
of the horse!” A mouse wandering from an ddjaccnt
granary at Dokdket, angl unw le scashpering over
his Bed, fell a sacrifice to the well-ahned staff of the
hero, who, by virtue of this brilliant cxploit, stuck
a white feather in his hair, and whoqped the war-
song during half the ensuing march. .
Nevertheless, in the course of the first day’seun-
successful huntmq he*had beenesecn to hide himsel® -
in a manner far from creditable to his nerves ; he had
been heard to exert his voice in earnest supplications
for assistancc at the rumoured approach of the
animal for whose life he had previously affecfed to
thirst ; when at last actually confronted with’the s
defunct monster, he was %ain to confess thaf he had
only once beheld a live elephant ¢ fromethe suthmit
of a very high tree, when he discharged his anatch-
lock us the beast retrcated, and the pcople declared
that it would die.” . .
This eurious confession on the part of the im»os-
tor, whose statements had heretofore been credited,
led to fursher (.lisc]bsures. Ha had been addicted
VOL. 11 Ada
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to shooting at hyenas by night in the suburbs of
Adowa; and having once been so fortunate as to
overturn the object at which he fired, he flew enrap-
tureldl to the spot, and was somewhat disagreeably
surprised to find a Christian man weltering in blood,
which flowed from a perforation through the heart.
For this untoward murder he was sentenced to pay
two hundred pieces of salt, by Oubié the usurper,
who, however fond of putting his own subjects to
death, permitted no one else to do so with impunity ;
and being unable to raise the amount of this fine
among his numtrous {riends, he wisely adopted the
alternative of flight.

In Shoa he set up as a physician, and practised
medicine, unfil so many patients died under his
hartds, that the kitg was compelled to issue an
‘mnterdiction. It formed the’veteran’s boast, that
although well stricken in years, he could still bolt
ten pounds of raw beef at one sitting, whereas, if
subjected to a culinary process, three were more
than “he could contrive with comfort. Notwith-
" stahding all his exaggerations, he had- witnessed
strange'sights, which are but too well corroborated.
He ‘had secn the monster Oubié, when his con-
science was stained by fewer foul crimes than it now
is, put out the eyes of his elder brother, who, as
the -searing-iron hissed over the unflinching orbs,
thanked God that he had so long been spared the
use of them ; and he had seen Ras Subagddis, under
whotn he once hell a petty gbvernmert in Tigré,
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executed by the hands of a pagan Galla, who under-
took the task for some bread and a barillé of hydro-
mel, after numerous Amhéra had refused to become
headsman to so humane a prince. .
Every object in visiting Giddem having been
fully and satisfactorily accomplished, we bade adieu
to the h(;spitable old governor, whose® parting re-
quess was, that he might be_favourably mentioned
to his royal master. This 1 unhesitatingly pro-
mised ; and Ayto Elbeshdr was deputedeto ¥ad the
way to the celebrated thermal springs. of Feelamba,
situated within his government amd which I had
determined to visit as we returned to Ankdber.
Descending by an extremely steep footpath to a
deep dell below the Aito hill, the roadl wound above
a mile along the sunken chennel of the narrow
river, through whicl® meander¢d a rippling broole~
of crystal water, varied at intervals by miniature
cascades, and shaded throughout its tortuous course
by trees and flowering creepers of luxuriant beauty.
In an angle formed by a sudden bend are the hot
wells, ﬁvg in numbery rising at some distance ftom",
each other—the remnamts of old volcanie® action,
which has long entirely disappeared ine other parts
of its theatre, but has left behind it, in this secluded
and highly picturesque spot a salubrious fountain
of life. .
Aragdwi, “the most celebrated of these sprmgs,
derives its name from one of the nine missionaries
of the Graek clzurcﬂ, who, at the close of the fifth
Aa?2
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cent{xry, completed «the conversion of Abyssinia
during the reign of Aldmeda. He is styled also
Za Michael ; and is said to have been conveyed on
the «tail of a huge serpent to the summit of the
lofty and then inaccessible rock on Debra Damo,
where he founded a convent, of which he is the
tutelar saint, and which is still one of thc most
renowned in Althiopia. It is recorded of Aragiwi
that he raic>d the dead, and caused the blind to
see ; and ,among the manifold notable miracles
ascribed to him, the not lgast remarkable is the
conversion to Christianify of the Devil himself,
whom he persuaded to take the monastic cap for
forty years!
Seldssie, thé Holy Trinity, is another open pool
or basin situated close to Aragiwi, and like it rising
.ip bubbles from the sandy bank and bed of the
stream. In both the temperature stood at 118° of
Fahrenheit. Mariain, the blessed Virgin, at 1157,
issues from a cave, provided with a rude door, and
partitloned by a bar of wood into two cclls for new
cand' old complaints, and in thesc patien\s were in
the act ‘of immersion. Abbo, at 120°, percolates
from- the cemtre of a steep bank of soft red sand-
stone, govering basaltic wacke, through an artificial
spout ‘inserted for the convenience of drinking the
waters. Numbers of drcadfully diseased wretches,
the lame, the halt, and the blind, who were here
assemkled, with victims who had suffered under the
Galla+ knife, formed a horriblé spectaele, which
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called vividly to mind the scriptural account of the
pool of Bethesda.

The superintendence of the numerous patients
who thus flock hither to undergo the disciplihe of
the baths, is limited-to the collection of one piece
of salt, value two-pence halfpenny sterhng, for the
use of the wells, which are believed to possess the
highest sanative virtues in a great variety of dis-
orders. The waters possess a‘slight taste and smell
of sulphuretted hydrogen but they may bé drunk
hot from the spring wighqut creating nausea. There
is no precipitate whatever ; and ndt five yards from
their source they mingle with a strong current
of cold pure mountain water, to wluch no per-
ceptible alteration’ is imparted in coloul\; tempera-
ture, or taste, . d ¢

Here we obtained nany rare and beautiful birds$
amongst others, the Adagoota, a superb black-
crested falcon, which had been first secn in the
wilderness of Giddem. Following the course of
the Feelimba to its junction with the Jow™ wahé,
whereof ft forms tle principal source, the fair,
road was gained at n® great distance, from the
ford, and the steep Gozi range againe surmounted
to the villagt of Telim Amba. It is situated on
a height divided by a deep valley from the opposite
resndence of the governor of Mahhfood, whose lady
presently sent me, through a slave girl, the expression
of her régret, that “ the king’s guests” shoudd have
chosen to halt at &b great a distance ; and although
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it exceeded four miles, she finally insisted upon
supplying us with a huge pepper pie, and other
ready-cooked provisions. ‘ You might eat these,”
was ‘the mcssage delivered by the Abigail : *‘ they
were prepared for you, but you have taken another
road.”

On the banks of the Robi we had again met Ayto
Abaiyo, superintending operations at one of- the
royal thresning-floors, where all the inhabitants
of the district were assembled; and self-interested
motives induced him very, uncivilly to oppose a
day’s hunting o that river, upon the score of alleged
hostilities with Anbdssa Ali. In order to free him-
self from any, further importunity, he clandestinely
instructed- our gmde to lead us by the most direct
routé, and hence arvse the offence,which I had

tommitted against the ¢ Emabtet.”
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CHAPTER XLIIL

RETURN TO ANKOBER.
L

AN extremely steep and infamous road, intérsected
by numerous mountmn torrents, brought us the fol-
lowing day to Arimba.” ‘After crossing the district
of Arraba Amba, which pays tribute to the crown
in agates, whereof numbers of the iorm adapted for
gun-flints are picked up on the face of the soil, the
path wound above three miles aJong the channel gf the
river Sh(mkorglne Ore Sugar-q;des > which takes ifs
source in the Turméber range, and during the rains
becomes quite impassable. On its borders the black-
berry and the corinda abounded, both in full fruit.
The scenery was especially beautiful ; and in a
romanticg glen, partiglly secluded by a grove ofe talt
trees, among which the green and crimson % zoreet”
displayed its gorgeous plumage, stood ‘the picti-
resque church and monastery of «“ Our Lady.”
Ardmba was taken from the Areeo Galla by
Abiyé, third monarch of Shoa ; and now contgining .
a large portion of the tredsures *amassed by Sahela
Sef¥ssie and his ancestors, is garrisoned by a, sirong
detachmépt of guamen, and entrusted to the cus-
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tody of a governor, 2nd of a Shélaka, or captain of
a thousand. No stranger is permitted to enter
the village without first giving the personal security
of ene of the inhabitants; and access is not under
any circumstances allowed to the stronghold,
which occupies the apex of a rocky ridge, pos-
sessing great natural strength. Here, in'a succes-
sion of long barn-like buildings, are consigned to
mould and cobwebs, and jealously guarded, every
civilized inpvention received by the despot, which
could in any way tend to the advancement or im-
provement of hir people .

Our camp was formed on a small level terrace,
of which the precipitous brink overlooked a deep
dark vallgy céntammg the sources of the Aramba
watgr, each flowing through a narrow rocky ravine.
~Fixtensively cultivatgd, and echoing to the shrill
voice of the partridge, it is studded with ocottages,
above the white roofs of which the wreaths of
curling smoke rose in agreeable relief against the
sombre side of the wood-clothed mountain that
_bounded the prospect. Wdti, towering axiid dense
forests of timber, and appearing to bear on its
venerable symmit the crumbling ruins of a giant
castle, shut in the view on one side, whilst on the
other, far beyond a remarkable pyramidical hill called
Koka, could be traced the jungly banks of the
Awidee, gradually fading into the blue' perspective
of the Adel desert. ‘

Wo experienced every civility at the, nands of
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the governor and Shalaka; «the latter of whom
insisted on mounting guard over our tents in a

small temporary bower erected as a defence against .

the necturnal cold. Supplies of every description
were furnished in regal profusion ; and the voracity
of the Abyssinian followers, to whom the cxcursion
had proved orfe continued feast, was most scverely
puteto the test. The king’s orders, which, in con-
sequence of the excessiv'e eheapness of all the
necessaries of life, entail small burdeg upon the
host, threw open the, doors at cvery stage, and
afforded the most Javish commlssarmt and al-
though the donors in most instances refused our
money, they yet accepted presents of tenfold value

in their estimation, which amply rerﬁunetated them.

for the tax imposed by the despotic Negoos.

But different indced woulgd be the receptign
afforded to the man who should venture to wander
through the country without the royal assistance.
A well-stocked purse, or a well-filled portmanteau,
would not invariably produce a salutary effect, since

the savage has alwags some plan in contrivance, by

which to obtain possession of any curiows article
exposed to his admiring gaze. withquf impartihg
aught of valtie ifi return; and in Shoa a display of
force is frequently requisite to extort that for which
the most liberal payment has Rreviously beep ten-
dereds Cbupled with the desire to obtain property,
therc ever cxists an innate disinclination ,to part
with fhe'.m_ost_ trifing commodity ; and even.among
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the higher classes, a stick or a spear is sometimes
peremptorily refused to parties who have previously
loaded the ingrate with the richest imaginable pre-
sents.

* Our last march lay over the mountain mass of
which Mamrat forms the main feature. The ascent
in many parts is extremely tedious ; and deep dells,
intersecting the road, are traversed each by a clear
streamlet, !-aping from rock to rock in its down-
ward colurse. to vales far concealed from view. A
singular bird’s-eye view of Géncho, the state prison,
was obtained from a natural terrace on which, en-
vironed by dark juniper trees, stands the church of
Kidina Meherit, ‘‘ the Covenant of Mercy.” This
very commion #tle is due to an opinion entertained
by the Abyssinian fathers, that God appeared to the
Yijrgin Mary in Paradise, and formed a covenant
with her for the redemption of mankind. .

The voice of the mourners was soon after heard at
the house of Ayto Mandr, late governor of the dis-
trict, who, to the great concern of the king, had

2cently departed this life. In boyhood a playfellow
of Sahela Seléssie, the young; prince had sworn that,
on his accession to the throne, he would not forget
him, and throughout his long reign he had proved
true to* his word. Although the deceased had, by
his digputes with the merchants of Hurrur, forfeited
the government of 'Alioc Amba, the most lucrative
in the realm, he was immediately investzd with
another. Year after year, too, honours apd wealth
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had been heaped upon him froan the throne, in gra-
titude for which he willed to his liberal master the
entire of his accumulated property, without making
any provision for his own children, who, in. the
ordinary course of things, are permitted to reside
twelve months on the father’s estate before it reverts
to the crown. * .

Asgreat portion of the latter part of the road lay
through the mighty forests "of Mamrat, of which the
scenery was rendered singularly beautjful“by the
admixture of vernal and auturpnal tints; produced at
this season by the great proportnon of evergreens.
The shadowy and sombre juniper, fashioned like the
tall cedars of Lebanon, and the fresh and hvely
“ zigba,”

“ So assy, vast., yet green.in her old age,” ¢
wave stare above stage from the gloomy depths of
the valley, to the very pinnacle of the mountain,
amid the moss-grown forms of the silver-haired
““woira.”” The imperial purple lory, with myriads

of brilliaht birds, dagted through the cool recesses s,

the bell voice of the campanero tolled wish mono-

tonous regularity, and many a clear and sparklinig

rivulet bounded dver its broken channel.
Deep-seated in this retirement lies the- mo-

nastery of Méantek, said 'to have been fonnded .

a thowsand years. It is inhabited solely by Ta-
beeban—amen strongly suspected of lLeing Jews in
disguise—e-cunningeworkers in, iron, wood, and clay,
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who are regarded as eorcerers, and shunned accord-
ingly by all save the king, to whom they are en-
deared. The austerities practised by this fraternity,
“ in-order to obtain righteousness before God,”” are
perhaps as severc as any recorded in monkish
annals. An oath is taken, under a curse, never
to look at % female, nor to hear hér voice, nor to
eat a morsel of bread which has been prepared by
woman’s Lands, and excommunication for twenty
years i the penalty attached to the infringement of
the vow. Nc fire is kindled either on Saturday
or on the Sablath; the most meagre dict is ob-
served throughout the residue of the week ; many
sit up to their necks in water for days together:
at appointed pfriods all lash their naked bodies with
rods. of sharp thorne; and whilst every brother
~leeps in a sitting pesture upen a hard clay bench,
with his loins girt about by a tough cord, the Alaka,
their superior, does penance continually in a massive
iron chain.

A tree, which points to the monastery of Afer-
,beine, was adorned by the followers as tht-y passed
with the'variegated feather of the zoreet, ‘and with
fragments detached from their soiled cotton gar-
ments. The portals of this conVent' are guarded
by a blind dwarf, two feet four inches in stature,
who never moves from' his post save on men’s
shoulders. Among the unwashed tenants of the
cloister, there was one who did not disdain¢to stroll
“forth, that he might ¢reet the t¥iumphant- Gyptzis.
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Father Stephénos was perhapg the least bigofed of
his profession, but he possessed his full share of
ignorance and superstition. Leviathan he believed
to be a monstrous serpent, carrying the world on
its back. None possessed firmer faith in the winged
chariot of Athiopia, in which the celesticl ark of
the covenant i¢ recorded to have been brought from
the Holy Temple; and he further laboured under
the happy delusion, that & fire kindled above his
secluded convent, must, par excellence, befully as
conspicuous at Ierusalem as_the bcqoons in Pales-
tine by which St. Helénd announged at Constanti-
nople her discovery of the Cross ! ‘
Old Osmén, too, with the aid of lus ivory-headed
crutch, limped forth from his cell in tht outskirts
of Ankdber, to inquire how his white friends “ from
beyond the world of swaters hag entered and passgd
their time?”’—A rover in Gurdagué, he had dealt
largely in human flesh, and seen much of the unex-
plored interior, but finally followed the example of
Habakkuk, the Arabian merchant, who, in the days
of Teklag Haimanét fhe ecclesiastic, and during the,
reign of King Naod, ewas brought to sembrace
Christianity, and became Etchegué, oy Supen'or of
all the montstefies. A proselyte to the religion
of Athiopia, Osman had renounced the - false
prophet, and put away every Mohammadan gbomi-
fation, coffee only excepted. Without the sober
berry, he averred life to be a very burden ; jaud the
clergy ware fain te close thejr eyes upon the mal-
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pracﬁces of one, whose geographical information,
united with great abilities as a spy, had exalted him
to the highest place in the royal favour.

A freqrent visiter at the residency, the garrulous
monk had opposed strenuops arguments to my pro-
jected war against the elephants, herds of which he
represented +to be so numerous around the lake
Zooai, that caravans are afraid to traverse the dense
forest unl ss provided with a number of young goats,
to whose bleat the colossus entertains an unconquer-
able antipathy. * Take my kid with you,” he ad-
vised : “on no account omlt this, or the monsters
will assuredly trample you.” He had been reminded
that “the battle is not always to the strong,” but
he invarigobly ‘¢hook  his head ; and even now that
the chorus of victory v-as ringing in his ears, and the
il of the fallen actually in his hand, he continued
at intervals to ejaculate, with upturned eyes, * No;
I like it not.”’—** By Mary! it doth not please me.”

In the environs of the capital a vast concourse of
peoplec had assembled to welcome our safe return
from the hunting-field ; and as,the ivory t)ophles of
the chas:: were borne through the crowd upon the
shoulders of six men, great were the demonstrations
of astonishment and commendation evinced at the
successful issue of an expedition so universally ridi-
culed.at its departure. Women and girls shouted
in the market-place Visits of congratuiation were
forthwith paid by all our friends and wel'wishers ;
whilst the few who had spread eisparaging reports,
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and who still continued to dislike the presence of
the British in Abyssinia, evinced by their silence the
envy and jealousy to which the unprecedented ex-
ploit had given birth in their breasts. Amongst
those who felt more pagticularly annoyed and cha-
grined was Sertie Wold, the Purveyor Gereral, who
had not l‘ong btfore hunted the wilderness of Giddem
for &wo successive months, yvith a retinue of more
than three thousand spearmem and many fusileers,
and who had during that period enjoyeg vety supe-
rior opportunities to ourselyes, without however
being able to achieve tl.me'objcct of dis highest ambi-
tion—the death of an elephant. ‘



368

CHAPTER XLIV.
r

IIONORARY DISTINCTIONS.

Tur court had mecanwhile removed to Angolldla;
but a paternal letter from the royal pen . awaited
the retern of the Embassy to the capital. ¢ Are
my children: well >—have they entered in safety ?
T have heard with joy of your.success. Horsemen
were dispatched, and they brought me the glad
tidings that you bad killed. Hasten hither, that
I may confer spon you the reward due unto those
who have slain forty (ialla in the battle.”

., No time was lost in accepting this ir‘;vitation, and
a guard of honour met us on the road. Together
with sheep and oxen from the king, and barillés of
hydromel from the queen, visits of congratulation
were rcceived from all the principal courtiers pre-
sent:  Amongst others, came Ayto Egé.zd«l, whose
hospitality had been extcnded to us on bur way
to Giddem ; and Ayto Zowdoo', formerly governor
of the important province of Geshe on the northern
frontier, who was dismissed for bravely fighting
against the Worra Kiloo; on the occasion when the
son of Birroo Lubo fell—an event which; although
highly gratifying to His Majesty, policy had in-

. 'i. e. My crownJ "
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duced him to punish by the imprisoament and dis-
grace of all the principal Amhéira engaged. Both
of these visiters had, with sorrowful hearts, taken
leave of us on our departure; and they now- re-
peated the inward comn‘tlon entertained, that the
animals a"dmst which rash war was to be waged,
would have ‘“’consumed the assailant§ "—a per-
suasion which had led themp to cherish not the
smallest. hope of seeing 'any onc of us again.
But greater than all was the delight of tife chief
smith, when he gave his assugance, after a careful
admeasurement, that 4he circumference of the ivory
trophies then lying in the tent for present’tthn to
his royal master, yielded two full spang m excess of
any tusk in the royal magazines. . 5

A band of fusilecrs were at dawn the ensuing
morning irected to escort us tq the presence ; ang-
whilst ascending the hill through the various court-
yards, they chanted the war chorus of death before
the spoils of the vanquished elephant. A successful
expedition against the Loomi Galla having retently
returned, ‘the walls of the reception-hall werc *de-*,
corated ﬁrlth numerouss trophies hangmg above
scrolls of parchment closely writtco with blessings
from the priesthodd. But the whole court,was in
deep mourning, in consequence of the demite of
Ayto Baimoot, the chief eunuch, who was nurse
to* the ,king in infancy, and had been through
after-life his principal adviser. Heads werg close
shaven, tgmples scarified ; and those immediately

VOL. 1. * Bb
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about the royal pemson were clothed in sackcloth
and ashes.

“Your joy is my joy,” exclaimed His Majesty,
so soon s the usual salutations had been concluded,
““and I am delighted wher my children are happy.
I feared that the elephants would destroy you; but
you have achieved a triumph which none other
have accomplished during the reign of Séhela
Selassie.

The"ivory was now laid at the feet of the king,

who listened with great interest and seeming aston-
ishment to the detail of our proceedings, and to the
assurance that the monarch of the forest might
always be vanquished by a single bullet, if properly
directed. © A<fong confession of the personal dread
entertained of the <lephant by His Majesty was
‘followed by an anerdote formerly touched upon at
Machal-wans, of his own discomfiture, and that of
his entire host, by a hera encountered during a
foray against the Metcha Galla, when, being firmly
conviticed that the army would be destroyed, he
‘had deemed it prudent to retreat with all expedi-
tion. ¥ 71 ran,” he repeated several times with
emphasis—‘ I ran, and every one of my followers
did the same. Yoa evidently understand the mode
of dealing with these monsters; but if ten thou-
sand of my people ventured to oppose a troop, the
elephants would consume them all.” .

After this candid avowal on the part of the
despct, I took the opportunity »f intimating that a
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strong desire had been entertained to bring from
Giddem the spoils also of a wild buffalo, but that
Ayto Tsanna declared to me that His Majesty,
during an expedition made some years previously,
had fairly exterminated the species.

““ Oonut now,” *‘ that i85 true,”” he replied, ‘‘and
you must not attempt to kill the ¢ Gosle,’ for it is a
most, ferocious and dangerous beast. What answer
should 1give if my children were to be demolished by
buffaloes in the kingdom of Shoa? Thgy cénsume
men and horses. When I slew a buffalo in Giddem,
there were ten men andtén horses destroyed. They
reside in the thickets where they cannot be seen;
and putting their heads to the ground annihilate
all who approach their lair. As soo1Meas Yhey have
killed a horse, we close round, them in vast ngum-
bers, and overwhelm «them with spears and gunsg.
but you are few, and cannot attempt this.?

As this paternal remonstrance might be traced
to a desire on the part of the monarch to place his
own exploit in a superior point of view, I changed
the subject by an assurance of the uniform kindmess.
and hospttality that we hgd experienced on the road,
at the hands of Ayto Tsénna, and at thése of the
Emabiet in Mahbfood more especially; and each
pause was followed by an ejaculation from the-royal
lips : “Did I not command him ? Is not Birkgnich
my daughter ?”’

Certain, rewards and immunities are in Shea at-
tached to’the destgiction of enemies of the .state,
' Bb2
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and of formidable wild beasts, which are regulated
according to a fixed scale, and never withheld.
These His Majesty now signified his intention of
conferrirg ; and one of the ministers of the crown
entering the hall, accordingly proceeded, by the
royal command to invest the victors with the
decorations*due to the downfall of an elephant.

“You have each slain forty Galla,” repeated the
king, * ad are henceforth entitled to wear npon the
right arm this bitdwa, or silver gauntlet, surmounted
by this choofa, or silver bracelet and on the left
shoulder the spoils of a he Tion, in token of your
prowess, that it may be manifest unto all men.’

His Majesty then with his own hand presented
newly-pluckefr sprigs of wild asparagus, to be worn
in the hair during ferty days, and to be replaced at
.the expiration of that periodsby the erkoom feather.
Thus honvured, we took our way down through
the court-yards of the palace, a band of warriors
again preceding, who discharged their muskets
at intervals, whilst they chanted the Amhara war
chorus, and danced the death triumph. ¢

The rebellion of the Loemi, which had‘how with
infinite ditficulty been quelled, affords an excellent
commentary upon the nature of Séhela Selssie’s
Gallartenures. A portion of this tribe had failed to
pay their tribute to the now dlsgraced governor of
Mentshar, who was wounded in the attempt to levy
it, and the royal forces took the field aga‘nst them.
Botha, who presided over a pertion of the Yerrur
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district, was also a d.efaulter, though not in open
revolt ; but at the entreaty of his brother Dogmo,
a faithful vassal of the king, he came in with his
arrears as the army drew nigh; and having been
mildly reproached for thq delay, was dismissed with
pardon. No sooner, howdver, had he left tl.e camp,
than he went over to the Galla on the plain of the
Hawgsh, and aided the Loomi in a projected attack
upon th¢ Amhdra. Upon *this defection, Shambo,
his elder brother, became apprehensive, of ¢ conse-
quences ; for he conceived it by no meaps improbable
that he might be held re'spon:ﬂb]e for an offence in
which he had no participation, as in the cise of
Simmad Negoos, late governor of (J(‘bll(, who'is to
this day a state pr isoner in consequed‘ce of his
brother Negooso going over to ghe ruler of Arggbba.
He thercfore ('letermlmd to rengunce his allegiance,.
but defirred the exceution of his design auntil after
joining Ayto Shishigo, who commanded the troops
acting against the Loomi; and it being then pro-
posed to burn a village on the summit of an adjacent
hill, belonging to the tribe of Botha, he 1mmcd1atelyo
took pare w1th the onemy, and heading an pnset in
person, slew a vast number of the Chrigtins. ,
One half of tlee Loomi hamlets were already in
flames, but the work of destruction was nowe dis-
continued ; and the royal forces retreating ip dis-
order, weres again attacked by the rcbel brothers,
and defegted with great loss within sight o the
camp at Cholie. gerceiving his warriors flying in
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all d'irections, the king seized spear and shield, and
commanded his steed to be saddled, to the end that
he might take the field in person. But a wily monk,
believing that His Majesty felt no real anxiety to
place himself in a positiony of snch imminent peril,
threatened him with excommunication if he stirred,
and thus the day was irretrievably lost.

Héwash Oosha', who governs the subjugated sec-
tions of the Aroos1 .Soddo, Liban, and Jillé tribes,
having "meanwhile joined the insurgents, the whole
Galla border was in arms. This powerful chieftain,
who was for many years the open enemy of the
despot, had been finally gained over to the royal
interest by large presents, and by the espousal of
his daughterq since which period he has held, in
nominal subjection te the crown, an important por-
jon of the plain of the Héawash. He soon repented
him of the part he had taken in the present insur-
rection ; and the usual dissensions arising among
the rebels, a deputation, assured of personal safety,
fell or the ground before the footstool of the throne
witk overtures of future fealty. But the country
was rich in flocks and herds; and under the peculiar
circumstaiices of aggravation attending the revolt,
the delegates werc commanded ' to arise, and to
returr: whence they came, with an assurance to the
contrite rebel that his fair plains were shortly to be
the scene of pillage and desolation. .

' ' i. e. “The dog of the Fawash.”
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Two successful intoads followed close upon this
threat, and ample vengeance was taken. The wealth
of the Pagans was transferred to the royal meadows.
‘Women wrung their hands in captivity, and a black
and burning monument attested the lava-like course
of the chastising hordes.; The season of retribution
again drew nigh, and Shambo and Bétha trembled
at the fate that awaited them. The powerful inter-
cession of the church was sought with bribes, and
obtained. A hooded monk from the clojsters of
Affaf Woira stood before the throne with a peace-
offering from those whe su‘pphcated pardon, and
clemency was graciously extended.” .

As the Embassy entered the palace-court at the
royal invitation, the traitors were gerceived pros-
trate on their faces, heaping dust upon their hcads
in token of* abject humlhatlon The fear 6f the
heavy fetters of Géncho was Hefore their eyes; and
the half inebriated state gaoler scowled at them like
a basilisk from the ladder of the balcony. But for
once he was cheated of his prey. Five hundred
head of choice black cattle, which the caltlﬁ"s had
treacnegously swept from those whose cause they so
lately espoused, were actepted as the price of pardan ;
and with an glogpent harangue from the throre, set-
ting forth the duties of a liege subject, Shambo and
Bétha were dismissed in peace.
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CHAPTER XLV.

CONCLUSION OF A TREATY OF COMMERCE. ,

AnGoLLiLa continued bitterly cold throughout the
month of December ; and fires, although not quite
indispensable, were atways found pleasant enough.
A dry cutting’ wind from ‘the eastward blew
throughout the day; but the clouds, which often
gathered ever, the surrounling mountains, occa-
sionally disturbed the serenity of the afternoon
witha squall of hail.’ Snipe abounded among the
sérpentine streams which intersected the environs
of the palace-hlll : and the hero who possessed
courage to cast off the blankets before the sun
rose, invariably saw the hoar-frost lying white over
the faded meadows. Dogs continued to howl in
'pa(,kq dnd mendicants to iniportune as of yore.
Dirty pages and troublesome idlers still infested
my tent; and the approaches were, choked by
numerous bands of Yedjow Galla, who were
begging their way to the country of Dedjasmach
Faris. Day and night their monotonous voices
arose from every quarter of the tcwn, and Christian
adjurations by  Miriam”’ and Kedoos Michael ”’
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were often nearly drowned by the choral hymn up-
lifted to Allah and the false prophet

A new invoice of beads, cutlery, trinkets, ghemdjia,
and other * pleasing things,” had been received from
the coast; and vmts were therefore unusually fre-
quent on the part of allwho loved to be decorated.
Abba Mdoille, surnamed ° the Great Beggzar in the
West,” with his adopted brother, dppearul to hold
the leabe of the tent in perpetuity ; and in return
for amber necklaces and gay chintz vestmentg, hourly
volunteered some promise, simply, it would seem,
that they might after®ards t:njoy the pleasure of
forfeiting a gratultous oath. 1f Solemn assevera-«
tions by highly respectable saints and martyrs,
were to be received with credit, ng@ssangers were
almost daily despatched, and on flcet horses too, for
the purpose 8f bringipg from the Galla dependéncies
on the Nile, amongst other tfeasures, the spoils bf
the gdsset, a black leopard, e]bev»helc not pro-
curable, and ¢ worn only by the governors of
provinces.” But by some unaccountable fatality,
not one of these fleet couriers ever found his way
back tos the English® camp at Angolldla; .un(l the*®
cry meanwhile continued, without intermission,~—
“ Show me .pleasing things; give e declighting
things ; adorn me from head to foot.” ‘..

Nor were there wanting other standing dishes of
an equally, rapacious and insatiable character, and *
scarcely more addicted to veramty Gédeloo,  the
hen- pecked ” was punctual m his attcndance by
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orde: of the Emabiet of Mahhfood, who had always
a new want to be supphed ‘“ May they buy,” with
an unsound steed for sale at an unconscionable
price, brought daily an urgent request of some
sort from his spouse. Neither did any ,morning
pass without a protracted visit from Shunkoor,

. “ Sugar,” own brother to the queen, escorted by

Ayto Dedjen, “‘ Doors,” his shadow and boon com-
panion, and grand-neépkew to the monarch him-
self. Rut the attachment subsisting between these
inseparable " allies was one day suddenly dissolved
over a decanter of urusually potent hydromel, and
a sabre-cut on the head of either, demonstrated,
alas!"the fleeting and unstable nature of all sublu-
nary friendship.

As each evening closed, the nobility were to be
seen * streaming towards our tents frém the royal
b?mquet supported upon their ambling mules by a
host of armed and not very sober retainers ; and a
tribe of ragged pages bringing messages from the
palace, accidentally entered at the same time to
report the substance of the conversation, although
many of the illustrious visiters"were absolutely inar-
ticulate.” Lances were hurled at a target to the
imminent peril of all spectators ;.and the neck of
the vanquished having been duly trampled under
foot, according to the.ancient Oriental form of mili-
tary triumph, all who anticipated any difficulty in
reaching their own abodes, staggered back to the
Gyptzis to laugh at the mad pranks of Daghle the
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obsequious court buifoon, and the flower of Abys-
sinian minstrelsy. *

Decked by the favour of the monarch in a shining
silver sword, this Merry Andrew, fiddle in hand,
came scraping and chgnting his way Lomeward,
with eyes sufficiently inflamed to indicate where he
had beerf dining. Kissing the earth ag he took his
seat in the tent, amid many antics, grimaces, and
inquiries, he procceded te tlicit from his instru-
ment imitations of the human voice undeg various
intonations of joy, surprise, and sorfow; and a .
host of retainers, crowding *round the doors with
shoulders bared, next shouted their approval to,
some travestie of the wild Adel slogan, or ejoined
their voices in full chorus to swgl the Ambhara
death triumph, or this, the pi.broch of the Nile :—

“ The sword is burning for the fight,
And gleams like rays of Rving light ;

Let thoughts of fear inthral the slave=~
Rouse to the strife, ye Gojam brave.

*¢ Clustering they come, the Turkish rout
Ring back on high the Amhara shout ;
For honour, home, or glorious grave—

Rouse to the‘stri.fe, ye Gojam brave.’
.
* The sword of Confu lcads the war, ¢

And dagtard spirits quail afar;  ®
None here to pity, nonc to save—
Rouse to the strife, ye Gojam brave.

* Our swords in tint shall sogn outvie
*Yon scabbard of the crimson dye,
And overhead shall ruddy wave—

, Rouse to the strife, ye Gojam brave.
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+ % Red as their belts their blood shall flow,
Decp as the ufe of sunset glow ;
Mercey to non¢ who mercy crave—
Rouse to the strife, ye Gojam brave.”

Pages and abigails were l;ourly in attendance, on
the part of their royal mastgr or istress, with some
rubbish from, the palace, which was. carefully re-
moved from its red and yellow basket of Gurigué
grass, divested of all ity numerous wrappers, and
confidentially exhibited with an inquiry, sotto voce,
““ whether migre of the same description was not to
be obtained 27 The vutery* raised for detonating
.caps was wearisome and incessant ; for although it
was notorious that the royal magazines hoasted a
hoard sufficieng.to answer the utmost demand of at
lcast three' gencrations, the king was ever appre-
hensive of lmnkruptcv in event of a ‘quarrcl with
tht Adaicl, *“ because his own people knew not
the road beyond thc world of waters.” Thus it
happened that Kidina Wold, “the long gunman,”
who had charge of the royal arinoury, received private
instructions to look in at the Residency at least
‘twice a week, with a mamdleche for fifty on-a hun-
dred tezd{).s,vmd regularly once a month averrcd that
he had been‘so unfortunate as te drop from his
girdle_ auothcr box of His Majesty’s patent anti-
corrosives—a loss which, unless timely repaired,
must inevitably result in the forfeiture of his liberty.
‘“The Gaita has discovered my carelessness,” he
would aad, with tears in his eyes: ““ and, by Mary,
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if you don’t help me immedigtely, T shall be sent to
Géncho.”  Treble strong canister gunpowder was
also in high demand, its superiority over the manu-
facture of Shoa being admitted even by the maker.
But the sulphur monopoly remaincd as heretofore
most jealously guarded.y The ill-starred individual
who had’ charge of the mines on the frontier, in an
evi| hour accepted silver for a lump of the purified
commodity, which was required for the cure of
applicants having the beggar’s disease; ahd spies
reporting the peculation, the deanuent was con-
demned to perpetugl Tabour’in the hot valleys of
Giddem. .
This convict was accompanied in his exile by
a shrewd lad, who had been detectéd «at the Bool
Worki mar]\et in giving circylation to two countu-
feit dollars.” Weekg of incessant toil had en.tblqd
him to produce out of a lump of pewter, very cre-
ditable imitations of the coinage of Maria Thercsa.
Every spot and letter had been most closely repre-
sented with a punch and file; and the iggenious
artist, naturally enourrh seemed vastly mortified at
the undoward consequgnces of his laboug « Tell
me,” inquired the King, as the culprit was bemg
removed, “ howds that machine made which in your
country pours out the silver crowns like ‘a.shower
of rain?” ‘
» Architecture now occupied % full share “of the
royal’ bI;am The hand corn-mills preqented y the
British 'Govemmgnt had been erected w1thm the
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palacé walls, and slayes were turning the wheels
with unceasing diligence. *‘ Demetrius the Armenian
made a machine to grind corn,” exclaimed His Ma-
jesty, in a transport of delight, as the flour streamed
upon the floor; ¢ and although it cost my people
a year of hard labour to ronstruct, it was useless
when finished, because the priests declared it to be
the Devil’s work, and cursed the bread. But may
Sahela Sel ssiedie! These engines are the invention
of clever- heads. Now I will build a bridge over the
Beréza, and you shall give me your advice.”

Early the ensying morning the chief smith was
-accordingly in attendance with hammer and tongs;
and “when the sun said hot,” the pious monarch,
having first paid his orisons in the church of the
'Irlmty, proceeded, with all suitable cunmng, to
plan “the projected cdifice heneath ‘a fortunate
horoscope Twelve' waterways were traced with
stones under his skilful superintendence on a site
selected after infinite discussion ; andin five minutes
a train, of slaves from the establishment at Debra
Berhan were heaping together piles of loose boul-
‘ders to serve as piers. Splipters of wood connected
the roadway, and m three days the structure was
complete, its appearance giving promise of what
actuallv ‘happened—demolition within as many short
hours, on the very first violent fresh to which the
river is subject durifig the annual rains. .

But our predictions of this impending catastrophe
were received with an incredulous shake of the
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head ; and my advice that orders should be fssued
to the Governors on the Nile to keep a vigilant look-
out for the upper timbers on their voyage down to
Egypt was followed by a good-humoured laugh and
a playful tap on the Shoulder of the audacious
foreigner, who, to the herror and amazement of the
obsequious codrtiers, had thus ventured to speak his
mind to the despot. In vain was it that I proposed
to construct a bridge upon. arches which might
defy the impetuosity of the torrent. “ All <y sub-
jects are asses,” retorted Ilis Majesty: “ they are
idle and lazy, and devoid of understandmg « There
is not one that will consent to labour, no, not one ;*
and if through your means they should be com'pelled
to perform the task, they would weq), *and invoke.
curses on the name of the (Gyptzis. Your Lcorn
mills are approved dbecause they save the women
trouble, but by the shades of my aneestors!—a
bridge ”  Here all sense of the decorum due
to the sceptre was forgotten for the moment, and
the monarch whistled aloud. .

And the king was right. Weaving excepted,
which i so cold a climgte is an art indispepsable to
existence, the people of Shoa can hardlf be said to
practise any-manufacture The raw cotton, which
is as cheap as it js excellent and abundanty és, by
him who would be clad, handed over with a number
of dmgles proportioned to the slze of the cloth re-
quired. , A common bow is used to spgea. the
wool ; ahd the spjpning jenny being unknosn, the
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thread is twisted by aneans of the ancient spindle,
to which motion is imparted by a rapid pressure
betwixt the left palm and the denuded thigh, whilst
the right hand is simu]taneously carried upwards
for the purpose of ““roving?”” Time is here hcld of
no account ; and female labour having supphed the
want of macl‘nnery in these preliminiry operatlons

the twist is transferred to a rude locomotive loom,

and a wara durable mantle is produced with the aid
only of & simple shuttle.

British commerce has not only forced its way,
but created markets and customars in many a wilder
*and more inaccessible portion of the globe than
highland Abyssinia, and its operation promises to
open the ohlytneans of improvement and civiliza-
tion., Even in the ahsencc of water carriage, the
experience of many years has proved that the living
ship of the desert is a machine of transport adequate
to the most important traflic; and, if once csta-
blished, that traffic would jin a few ycars doubtless
bind both people and ruler in the strongest chains
,of personal interest. It would rapidly change the
pursuits pf the people—convert the rude hut into a
comfortable” Jwelling—Ilimit, if not extinguish, the
slave trade with Aravia, and if not* reform, at least
enhgl'tcn, the clouded Christianity of Athiopia.
A commercial convention betwixt Great Britain
and Shoa was a subject that had been ‘frequently
adverted to; and His Majesty had shaken his head
when first assured that five hundred pair of hands
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efficiently employed at the loom would bring: into
his country more permanent wealth than ten thou-
sand warriors bearing spcar and shield. But he
had gradually begun to comprehend how commerce,
equitably conductedy might prove a truer source of
wealth thgn forays into tlke territories of the heathen.
This conviction resulted in the expréssion of his
desire that certain articles, agreed upon might be
drawn up on parchment, and* presented for signa-
ture, which had accordingly been done; and the
day fixed for the return, @f the embassy to Ankdber
was appointed for <the public ratification *of the
document by the annexure thercto of the roy al.lland
and scal.

Nobles and captains thronged the 'bou-rt-ya] d of
the palace at Angolldla, and the king reclined on
the throae in the attic chamber. A highly illas
minated rheet, surmounted on the one $ide by the
Holy Trinity-—the device invariably employed as
the arms of Shoa—and on the other by the Royal
Achievement of England, was formally presented,
and the sixteen articlcs of the convention in Amhdirit .
and Enﬂ'rlish read, commented upon, and €ully ap-
proved. They mvolvcd the sacrifices of arbatrary
appropriation by the crown of the property of
foreigners dying in the country, the abrogafion of
the despotlc interdiction which hgd from time fmme-
morm.l“precluded the purchase or display of costly
goods bf, the subject, and -the removal ef penal
restrictions upon foluntary movement within and

VOL. 11. ce
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beyond the kingdom, which formed a modification of
the obsolete national maxim, ‘ never to permit the
stranger who had once entered. to depart from
Abyssini..” All these evils His Majesty unhesi-
tatingly declared his deternination to annul for the
good of his people. ' '

Tekla Matiam, the royal notary, 'kneeling, held
the upper part of the unrolled scroll upon the state
cushion, and the king, taking the proffered pen,
inscribed after the words ‘ Done and concluded at
Angolldla, the Galla, capital of Shoa, in token

. whereof we havethereunto set our hand and seal,”—
‘ Sdhela Selassie, who is the Negoos of Shoa, Efit,
and the G:alla.” The imperial signet, a cross en-
circled by theé”word *“ Jesus,” was then attached by
the ceribe in presenct of the chief of the church,
the Dedj Agafiri, the Governot of Morat, and three
other functionaries who were summoned into the
alcove for the purpose.

“You have loaded me with costly presents,”

exclairfied the monarch as he returned the deed:
7 thé raiment that I wear, the throne whereon I
sit, the rvarious curiosities ‘in my storehouSes, and
the muskets: which hang around the great hall, are
all from your country. What have 'l to give in
return’ for such wealth? My kingdom is as no-
thing.” :
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" APPENDIX, No. L.°

»
L 3
ABSTRACT OF A TIERMOMETRICAL REGISTER KERT AT ANKOBER,-

TUE CAPITAL OF SIIOA, DURING THE YEARS 1841, 1842.
[ ')

. .o .
, Means. Extremes Winds. © L
ATt R £ - !
Sy lelelisg g |
gEF | B Eicesfsg~ . SaleElegBily ©
Months. ag 2g a "€ |°*=.;':. :%‘E’g z’giEél‘,EEEQ Direction Force.
FERCHE- 122.; PES% pE R iEE
c%'5 | 5e 5 EEE|ES g EE M) o ;
§é g-zlggsu!‘gul r‘ X
B ST I e :!“_g.i_ilJ_ . o ;
Jnnuary, 1842152 127563456 o2 |16. 8 24,65 41] o] E*& ESE | Light. |
February  -[546105508493: 26 {18 4 20°66'46] 7|E,S.E,ESE.| Light. |
March - - -67-2115620615 26 |16 6 23 69'1«; 4 . Light.
Apil - - 652 7759 513 20 |11 2 16 62 46]14 E. Strong. |
May - - -|597 93643551 45 |13 5 .16 67151] 4 E. Occy. Strong.
June - - 621 7966258 | 24 117.5 .17 69562] 8 E.o Ocey. Strong.!
July - - 581 91627536 40 |13' 6 .18 695128 Variable, Moderate.

August, 1841 558 9760750 ' 23 [13 7 116°63]47|26]  Variable.® | Mgderate. |

September |66 3 9260 506, 05 M 5 17 63 /46]13] N.& E. | Strong.

October - 621905576466 32 |13'e5 18 62 44] 4] N.NE.E. Strong.

November -[51'011657746'1 02 |16 6 17°60143| 4] NN.E,E. |+ Stronge

December (81813656645 | 01 1910 .20 61 41| vje E. ¢ Light. o |
L]

ALARENSNE R, S O N —= ===
Annual Meuns | i | ‘ I .
and Extremes|55-5,10°3 60-7150-2.2:05 19! 2 (2469141 o |

. L]

Remarks.—These observations were made with horjgontal, sclf-resist.eﬁng therm®meters,
sheltercd from the rays 8f the sun, but freely exposed to the external air.

The greatest difference bet the mean temperature of the coldest mon’" (December) and
the hottest (June) wgp only 10° ; whilst the greategt range during the wgole year between the
extreme minimum, 4)°, and maximum, 69°, amounted only to 28° ; the mean annual tempera~
ture having beon 55} iy latitude 9° 3" north. . °

L]
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APPENDIX, No. IL

REMARKS JON THE GEOLOGY, BOTANY, AND ZOOLOGY OF THE
HIGHLANDS OF SOUTIIERN 'ABYSSINIA. 0

7

’ GEOLOGY. '

When th~ portion of Nourth-castern Africa that is to form
the province of inquiry received its present configuration, the
fountains of the deep may be supposed to have opened at once
upon a surface, of which the prmr quality and condition has
become ro shut out,from humm obsprv:mon, that analogies,
‘drawn from other countries under similar circumstances, must
supply "chis deficiency.

Porphyry fprm, the general Lisis of all the different voleanic
formations discénible. From the pinnacle of Jebel Goodah,
on the, Gulf of Arabia, ity may be traced, though indistinctly,
in the minor outfunners of the Abyssinian Alps, to the pro-
vince of Efat, where it passes under red sandstone. The prin-
cipal Shoan range, and the high westerly platcau towards
the valley of the Nile, present solely secondary formations,
but the porphyry again emerges on the southerly borders in
the rangts of Garra Gorphoo and Dulga; whilst the left bank

of the Hawash valley is distinctly of primitive crystalline form-
at)ou. '

The overly ng rocks, which seem to have been poured from
the centre of this tract, consist of masses of trachyte and co-
lumnar basalt, of pyramids of wacke, and beds of lava and
tufwacke, with strata of conglomerates and sandstones. The
former of these, the trichyte and basalt, belong to the lofty
mountains of Abyssinid; whereas wacke, lava, tuffo, and sco
ria, cover the surface, and form the hills of the desert below ;
and many' districts present volcanoes which, not half a century
ago, were in violent activity, ' '
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The hills of Mentshar, Efit, and Gjddem, are detached’ranges,
running nearly parallel to the Shoan alps. Disclosing in some
few spots the nature of their interior, it appcars that immediately
over the porphyry lies a red sand-stone, embedding vast quan-
tities 0. coal, and presenting a true stratification. It consists
of minutc’® but quite perfect lzcxagon dodecaéders of quartz in
a white cement, is very soft, and cleaves somctimes in regular
squares. [Its depth was not obscrved to be veyy great, nor did
the ov erlying formations, a marl and conglomerates, seem to
form obstacles to the miner. .o

The Shoan mountains, of alpine Meight, exhibit a structure of
basalt, wacke, and trachyte ; the latter, in all ity vahctles, sur-
rounds a nucleus of basalt, basaltic wacke, gnd dolerite. The*
conglomerates and tuffos at thelr feet, and partly on their terraces
and tops, are of trachytic nature, and sometimes pierced ghroughe
by small dikes of basalt. Vecins of ochre and clay, holes filled
with scoria, with intrusions of larger or smdler fragments of
various rocks and minerals, and a kind of sfrmlm.gmon, are the
principal features of this trachytic forgnation.

When the action began, craters or clefis were formed in the
then ex'sting crust of trap-rocks, which in thelr turn wlre
covered wah masses of trachytic lava; a little lnt(,r, the tuffos
and conglomerates were deposited, which prove the importance
of augite in their formation by numerous crystals of pyroxen
embedded in them. Subsequently new basaltic eruptiens either
raised these deposits to their present height, or pierceq them
through ip their original s‘bes, both cases occurring on the fame®
locality. e . .

The basalt composmg the hills about Ankéber presents no
vestige of okvin, nor docs it influence the magnetic ngedle ; but
a distinction between basalt and greenstone in their ﬁncf-gramed
varietics is difficult ; and to determine in words the affinity which |
they bear to each other in the present in®tance, the rock mlght be ¢
styled basaltic greenstone. Columns, pentagonal or heptagonal,
crown thehtops of hills, and seem tather a compositioh of horn-
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blende' than of augite and feldspar. Scoriaceous varieties are
found on the outsides of the later protruded masscs.

The trachyte is generally a compact mass of grey feldstein,
which contains erystals of glassy feldspar, irrcgularly embedded,
and in diffi rent quantities.  Some varieties are porous, some full
of small holes, others black from lgrains,of' obsidian ; 'and a few,
especially near the dikes, incline fo phonolite.

To the westward the ridge terminates in ¢ high ‘plateau, the
western Galla provinces of the kingdom. This vast plain is
crossed in various directions hy hill ranges, the greater part of
which do not rise to any considerable height.  Here 1rue basalt
is discloseéi in all the grandeur of its colummar cleavage, but no
other species of rock. l)(‘f‘p and narrow ravines carry off the
superabundant waters, and puts of* tolerable ironstone afford a sup-
«ply of pwtal for the manufacture of weapons.

Thechief bearing of the mountain chains in Shoa is north and
south, with spurs to the west and east.  The towering height to
which they ris"e, fa'a nearly uninterrupted ascent, may be caleu-
lated o be from cight to pine thousand feet dbovc the level of
the sea, and their single pinnacles far, exceed that limit. They
arl most abrupt, and ditheult of access, excepting by the only
two passes to the high western plate.m. Ravines and chasms of
a depth which admits the sun but for fow hours, tell of the
catastrophe which resulted in their formation. Inaccessible steep
cliffs and.dismal precipices everywhere line the tiresome footpath
of the,Jonely muleteer.

‘khe hills of Efat present more rbunded forms; their slopes
are better' cyltivated, and their tops afford the most eligible
positioks for tho.abode of the Abyssinian farmer. Dunng the
rainy season, all thc many rivers which at ofuex times carry
only sufficient water for the purposes of the cultivator, not only
fill their deeply-excavated beds, but overflowing and inundating
all the lower parts of the hills, would sweep off any of the
fragile Abyssinian buildings within reach; but the soil, when
saturated with humidity, becomes so heavy and comipact as to
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be not easily washed nwa.y. The impetuosity of ;he mountain
torrent undermines the fust—decomp(.)sing rock, and frequently
brings down large boulders and loose stones, which, dashing
against the sides of the ravine, are in no small degree instrumental
to its d struction.

Not less important aye the thanges going on in the high range,
since the time of their formation. Ice is of so uncommon occur-
rence, thattwe cap scarcely atlribute to it any considerable co-
operation; but the action of water is mat(-rmlly assisted by
ocedsional earthquakes. Gradual gdecomposition and decay has
prodycede on the base, and produces still, conglomerate§ of
various thickness and extent.  T'he high plntcau enyBys a thick
cont of fertile black soil.  Lakes, pools, morasses, and swamps,=
are frequent; the rivers of Wtde falP have muddy and miry beds,
which on that account bécome unfordable Quring the ralns,

A few hot mincral wells are known and made use of' in Efat
and Giddem.  Precious metals and precious stoncs nave not yet
been discovered ; but of useful mineral "pu!l gt iron, sulphur,
and coal, are the principal.  Iron ores are the richts of the high
platean, the oxy-hydratc being the bmt of them. Eneldsed in
the basait, it comes to view only if the ravines, whence ¥*is
scraped cat. From the western borders of the Adel country,
and from the extinet volcanoes of Mentshar, is derived the
small supply of native sulphur required ; the pits are described
as exceedingly copious.  Coal-beds appear to extend_along the o
whole of the eastern frontier of Shoa; but the combustible
nawure of the fossil is scarcely known in the country. t p'er.
tin, ziue, and salt, are alP imported into, Shoa ;4 the Adaiel
possessing  the last commodity in nlmndu.me.. 4he Shoan tlay
proves a very®indifferent material for the manufacture of carthen-
ware. Excellent qu?.zrrics could be worked, but tf)c. primitive
fashion of the dwellings is indenendent of the use of stone.

)
BOTANY.

.
L . . 3 .
The pigvinces tha‘ compose the kingdom of Shog enjoy not
*a [ ]
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only [ﬂ.)htlcal but also natural and physwal boundaries. From
the luxuriant vegetation, or the parched-up desert of a tropical
clime, we suddenly ascend to regions where the blessings of
fertility are more equably diffused, and which serve as granaries
to the inhal "tants of the lowlands.

From the gencral nature of tht rocks, it is obvious that the
soil consists chiefly of decomposed feldspar, which requires
abundance of water.  Dews, rains, and springs, hOwever, so
moisten the mountain side, that artificial irrigation need be re-
sorted to but on few localities. . Along the foot of the hills, 'rude
channels, dug out of the sandy or gravelly soil, conduct abun-
dance of Wwater to plantations at a distance from the river side ;

* and, in these lowgr regions, periodical inundations supply the

want of rain. : ..

It is .aﬁ established fact, that the (-r:yplogami(- plants of cel-
lular copstruction, are in different zones nearly the same.  Under
similar circumstances the same lichen covers the face of the rock
in Kurope as n'l tketeontinents of the torrid zone, the same mould
lines deuymg wmatter, and the same fungus cleaves to bark and
root. "But, comparcd with the other orders of ‘plants, the cel-
lul#rs are most defective fn numbers throughout Abyssinia, the
peculiarities of the climate being very unfavourable to their
development.

Every kind of parasitic plant is looked upon with a suspicious
eye in Ajyssinia; and those of the vascular orders furnish to
the conjuring practitioner his principal remedies. But the mush-
toony (Demastafi), the fungi and puft-WValls (Ya arrogie sict phis),
are believed o poljute the finger {nat touches them, and to be
downright poison, Mould, of course, thrives exuberantly on
every substance in so moist a climate as tnat of Shoa. The
blight is, but too well known ; the Boletus Jgniarius grows abun-
dantly in the forests ; Parmelice and other lichens cover rocks,
«or depend fantastically fyom the withered branches, of gigantic.
trees. Mosses, however, are very scarce, and only 8t four
kinds. p " *

The vuscular acotyledoni(" plants, the ferns, might likewisc
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be expecfed in greater variety among he Abyssinian weells than
is actually the case. The deep recesses of the few remaining
forests harbour some kinds which very closely resemble Europcan
forins, and belong to the gencra dspidium, Polypodium, Asple-
nium, Adiantum, Scolopendrium, Ophioglossum, and Pteris. No
tree is ambng them, nog, are the Abyssinians aware of the uscful
properties of the tribe. Adianthum Capillus Veneris is called
in Amhirié “ Seva Besoo,” i. e. much work—fjnely wrought.

Of the four orders into which the tribe of monocotyledonic
plants is naturally subdivided, vjz. the Grasses, the Lilies, the
Orchides,®and the Palms, the first *undoubtedly deserves our
principal attention, for it is by far the most nm.neroﬂ.s and im-
portant. The great elevation of the Atyssinian plains is so®
favourable for the un]u\.:mGn'of all ('('rcalm of the temperate
zone, that they may rival the very best dgm-ultural (ﬁstrlcu of
Northern Furope, whilst the low country along the foqt of the
mountains produces some kinds of tropical gmyl, and would fully
answer for the cultivation of rice, which at pfeiant is unknown in
the country.

The Aby«mran lmsbagdman takm great trouble in uﬂprovmg
the cultisated sorts of grain, by chanding the seed-corn at ety
season, anu sometimes by sowing promiscuously” different sorts
to produce new varicties. Hence the astonishing number of
distinguishable kinds cultivated in a small compass of ground
under certain  established appellations, and broughtg into use
for very different purposcs.  Within a circumfercnce of five
miles agpund Ankéober afe found of juwarree, 28 varietiof; of
wheat, 24 ; of barley, 16; of rye, 2; of teff, 4 of oats, 2; of
maize, 2. Various kinds of bread and cakes a’c prepased from
some of these’ malt for beer is chosen from others; and the
inferior kinds are given to slaves and cattle, “ee

The existing mecadow-grasseg answer so well, that an intro-

'ductmn of enew species, or a regular eulture, is not altempteds
In times of great famine the seeds of some of these grasses come
into use % food. In the swamps and humid mcadews, and in
many rividets, .sl\ecie’ of Cyperus apd Scirpus are vewy frequent,
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some of which attain immense height, being used for thatching,
or in the manufacture of l)a.sketﬁ, mats, &c. Papyrus also grows
in the low countries of Lfiit.

The following species of grasses and grain are cultivated :
Lorghum + 1lgare (Mashkila), the Juwarrce of India, and Durrha
of Arabia, in many varieties, the principgl of which aré: a (Sen-
gada), with red spreading spike ; R (Wogari), with yel]ow, com-
pact pendent spike. The young stalks contain a gfeat dcal of
saccharine, and are chewed: they attain, in good situations, the
enormous height of eighteen feet. The produce of Efit and
Gi®llem in his grain is chiefly exported to the countdes of the
Adaiel; but a @m'tll quantity comes to the Shoan marts for in-

Herior kinds of bccr, unleavened bread, and the food of mules.

In Shoa itself Mashlla cannot be’ rdised on account of the low
tempcmtnrc.

Saccljarum  officinarum,  the sugar-cane (Shonkar), is also
planted to a small extent in the low country. The art of making
sugar being unkweaty, it is only chewed ; and although regarded
a great lnxur), and sent in token of friendship by the great, no
particiilir care is bestowed upon improving its growth.

‘Elusine Tocussa (Dagise), 2 minute grain in quarternaire
crosswise disposed spikes, is produced on a low grass exten-
sively cultivated in Northern Abyssinia; and the Emperor of
Gondar is said to be forced by ctiquette to eat cakes of it, to the
exclusion pf other farinaccous food.

Poa Abyssinica (7T'¢ff). 'This millet-like seed is a favourite
*nlth\al] Abyssinians, although the bre#d made of it is extremely
unwholesoms  and ipsipid.  Four \ricties’ are found, two of a
brown, and two' of a white kind. The latter has the preference ;
and the finest, called Menya Teff, is grown 6nly wpoa the king’s
ficlds, and can never be purchased by the subject. The straw of
the Teff is regarded the best stable-fodder.

o Zea Maize (Mar Machila), i. e. Honey-sweet Mashila, is
principally caten when fresh and milky. A little roasted it is a
most acceptyble offering to tha visiter. Sixteen kinds Lf barley
(Geps) arecraised on the hill-tops, and on the high plateau of the
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Galla cowntry, where neither juwarrce nor wheat will thrive.
Its greatest consumption is in brewing, but mules and horses are
also fed on it, and the finer sorts are eaten (Mariam Sahr Litch
Alkuso Sandarash). DBarya Scttat, i. e. * the slaves’ portion,”
as migh* be imagined, is not of first-rate quality.

Secale ctreale (Damasp Sandf Kolo) finds p limited consump-
tion, mixed with other flour in bread.

Triticum® sestivgm. hibernum, etc. (Sendi.) Shoa can boast
of twenty-four varieties of wheat. Many of these were origin-
ally 8ultivated by the Galla, and gubsequently introduced. The
other provinces of Abyssinia have alw furnished various kin:ls;
but the most estecemed are indigenous, viz. Y’abune ehel, Ya
beri mangada, Yo gosh gumbar,i. c. “ Aboon’s grain 37 “bullock’s™
molar tooth ;” ¢ buffaloes’ fofeltead.”  Wheat is frequently caten
unground, in a mixture of parched grain, Called Kolo,” which is,
the only store carried by the Amhira warrior into the ficld.

Avena spec. (Gherama) is a small kind of qats, sown on the
poorest fields, in order that favourite mules :ﬁldﬂlar.ses may crop
it while yct green. In times of scargity the poor are compelled
to resort to it, R **

Bambusa arundinacea (Shemal). T*he bamboo is net indige-
nous in an;- part of the country, but groves are planted on the
king’s grounds, in order to supply poles for the royal tents.

The following are the grasses found in every pasture :—
Lolium temulentum (Fnkerdad), much dreaded asy poison ;
Chloris spee. (Agerma); Andropogon distachyum (Ggsha);
Anthisidria spee. (Sambalet); Sporobolus spee. (Ya teff sfhr),®
the sced® eaten as Jhose of%he teft; Poa brizojdes (Ya Kiri
sahr); Kiri is a species of finch, which rats ‘h(.- small, seeds ;
Setaria spec.e( ¥a oofha Sendado.) .

The next order, th.at of the Lilies, is nrot so numorous as
might be cexpected of Africa, byt when a specics does appear, |
it covers vasf tracts with its lovely colowgs. None but the edible®
kinds df* Allium are cultivated in Abyssinia, ornamental gardens
being quike unknown throughout she country. Sonee grow in
swampy mgadm.\'s., esyecially those Jwith bulbs, more properly
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rankig as lilics: others, with perennial stem, are found on dry
waste places, such as the Asparagus and the Alog. The whole
year round, the meads are graced by the lovely blossoms of
two Commclinese, viz. Commelina Africana, and Tradescantia
spec. Bo 1 having small oval tubers, they are called Off angoon
and Of gola, i. e, “bird’s egg” (off, p bird; angoon and gola,
or more commonly angola, an egF). These tubers are caten in
times of famine. One ixia, a very beautiful kind, of the mo-
rasses around Angollila, springs up immediately after the ter-
mination of the rains. Hzemanthus coccineus, Amaryllis clavata,
Gloriosa spee., are 1are plants of Efit; Bulbocodiwm spec. is
a very transicnt form, observable a few days after the * rains of

*Bounty.” Onions and garlic (Neitch Shongort) are favonrite
vegotal)]cs' various kinds 6f Aloé'(Yu jib Shongort) adorn the
, wastes of Efat, and furnish good fibres for making ropes.
Asparagus retrofractus (Saréti), and Asparagus Athiopicus
(Kastanitcha), are fructiferous and climbing shrubs: a green
twig of the firsy Stuck in the hair of the sinciput, is a token
of exultation after a successful encounter w1th an enemy or
wild "brast; the wood of tl)e second, is of peculmr hardness,
aml splitting well serves the Amhira scribe as a pen.  Lastly,
one Smilax (Askkila) affords the stick in common usc as a
tooth-brush.

That equally beautiful and important order, the Orchidece,
might be,supposed to find its natural ground in Abyssinia, where
both atmosphere and soil are so favourable; but ginger is still

~imported from Gurigué : arrow-root find salep are unknown, and

not & single kind of the respective” genera is .an inhabitant either
of Shoa or Etdt, The real Orchidee of the forests, moreover,
are few in number. Epidendrum capense, clcavingto the bark
of the wild olive-tree, is the only representative of that interest-
ing group, the Epidendree. Of the plantain tribe, three species
have been introduced from the south, but apparently with little
advantage ; viz. Mooz, Musa paradisiaca, a coarse kind of plan-
tain, which~ is reared on some few spots in Efit for the royal
table, and-two species of Urania, called Ensete and Keba. These

-
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are planted in Shoa for the suke of their leaves; they seldom
advance to flower and fruit, in wnscqumce of the low temper-
ature. The only visible difference between them is, that in the
Koba the middle rib of the leaf is on the underside red, as also
the stem ; whilst in the Ensete both are light green. Either of
these trees, when suffered to glow, attains a height of twelve feet
in the stem, exceeding by far that of the Mooz ; ; the leaves are
equal in stze to ghose of the 'l.atter, and are only used to bake
bread upon. Their proper home is Gurigud, ®the famous seat
of 50 many botanical riches. Seed-gapsules of the Koba brought
from thats country comtain four or five angular nuts, full of a
mealy substance, like the finest asrow-root, which isBoiled and
given to children to make them grow; the base of the fruit iwe
filled with a delicious pull) likesthat of the plantain.  In Gurigué
the young shoots of the Enscte form a %rincipal part of tho
diet, but they are despised by the Amhira, who are not at all’
addicted to vegetables. The fibres arc used i in the m.mufactnr(-
of ropes and mats, which form an important ar *glﬁ of trade with
Shoa. Ensete and Koba are hardier thau the Mooz ; and tower-
ing above the duclosures of the lofty villages, impart ar 4spect
not property belonging to “the landscape, and stmngdy contrast-
ing with many alpine associates.

T'he Palms of the continents of the eastern world are, with
very few exceptions, inhabitants of the sea-borders, and do not
thrive at any considerable clevation or even distance inland.
The coast of the Adaiel is therefore the only locahty vihere
three species of this tribey viz. Phoenix dactylifera, Ilyp} nes
crucifera, and Boragsus flab®lliformis, appeqr; butgso scaitily,
that the date must be imiported from Arabia. Jdskets and mats
are manufacturéd of the leaves of all, and some wddy is prepared
of the Borassus especially. ve

The preceding enumeration of acotyledonic and monoco-
dyledonic plgnts is not sufficient to determine the systcmatice
place dife to the Abyssinian vegutation in general. The Dicoty-
ledones, c8mprising two-thirds of ajl the plants, willgnecossarily
help to shpw, that aJthough included within the trppics, the
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Floia &f Shoa, and of some of the Galla provinces to the west, is,
on the whole, subalpinc.  The avenues of approach to them
from the castward, evince in their scanty dress the influence of a
tropical sun; and between these two extremes, a happy and
most fertilc provinee intervenes, where, by the side of the hardy
grain, cotton and coffee may be ‘raised—where a teavplant and
many species of indigo grow wild—and where, in fact, a tem-
perate and a torrid clime exchange their produgts as it were upon
neutral ground. ’ .

The Chlamydoblasta nuomper but very few specics in Abys-
sinia. One Nymphas only, on the lakes of Shoay and one
Aristolochm (bracteata) of the Adaiel country, could he dis-

~covered. This latter, called Gerbaad, is a secrct remedy with
the Danakil against poisoned” wounds, and in fact they are prone
to attri’bu'ie mysteriofis qualitics to the most of their wecds,
Pepper is not found either in a wild or cultivated state, although
nothing would oppose the introduction of that favourite condi-
ment, which at grdsent, under the appellation of Gurda Berberi
(Gunda, an ant- Berberi, hot spice) is 1mported from Arabia
and India.

‘©Of apetalous Gymnobldsts, some important species are to
be recorded, since they form the chief pride of the forests.
And justly beginning with the Coniferae, the fir (cedar), which
graces the Alps of Northern Abyssinia, is replaced in Shoa
by a gigantic juniper, Juniperus excclsa (Def). This noble
tree of the woods as well as of the churchyards attains in its
“life of one century a height of upwards of one hundred and
sixty feet, svith fovr to five in didmeter at the base. Growing
nearly in the shape of a cypress, it throws off continually the

, lower brnnches, which shoot out almost at"a righs angle from
the sten,.s0 that two-thirds of the same are void of green; the
, top is always a pyramid, and generally scanty. The wood is
tvery inférior, but splitting readily, it supplies, in the. absence of.
proper carpenters’ tools, the chief timler used in the construc-
tion of hut and churches; amd it forms, besides, th¢ common
fuel. Neither is any use made of thewresin or bgrries; but
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twigs lopped off the melancholy tgees that overshadow the
cemetery, are often strewn upon the corpse before the grave is
filled up. A yew tree, T'axus elongata, Sigha, also of the Shoan
forests, keeps within more moderate dimensions; sixty feet in
height, and five in circumference, is the utmost. The tough
wood, like that of the wild olive-tree, furnishes the timber for
works of art which are to last spme time. To tarry benecath its
shade, or to inhale the smoke of burning yew weod, is regarded
as pgrticularly noxious. .

The low temperature rcigningsirt the Alps of Abyssinia does
not prohibit the growth of a specles of fig, whlck contrasts
strangely cnough with the tall juniper. The Sheala,”a kind of
Banyan tree, with large, ov.al acutg, serratad, and subwrdate
leaves, and racemes of, fruits attached oply to the &tem and
principal branches, measures frequently seven feet in diamcter,®
with a height of forty feet, at an age of two-score® years.
Its roots are partly above ground; but. of gecondary, or
branch-roots, there is no vestige. Requiring nosmall space for
expansion, it stgnds commonly on the outskirts of the fqrests,
or quite alone, but its shade is extremely dense and unfavourable
to other vegetation. The fruit, of the size of a,pigeon’s (-gg,
brown and .nsipid, might be eaten by people in distress. In the
low country the Sycamore Fig-tree makes its appearance; it is
called Horka, i. e. “the Golden,” by the Amhira, and Woda by
the Galla ; and has, with those of the latter nation, whé are still
in the bonds of idolatry, a sacred signification. Being }ﬁalZed
over the gpmbs of notable pgrspns, conjurers, or herocs, offerings
are brought to it, and hung up on the branch®s aty cctain festi-
vals, when the neighbouring tribes feast togéthdt upon thit holy
and neutral ground The Worka stands always near running
water, towering far oven the jungle, although the undivided stem
is scarcely ten feet high. The: leaf has a yellow tomentum
below ; and the fruit forms a favourite f8od of monkeys and of
various blrds, but is not touched by man.

The Kudsaf, Gunnera spec., anotifer plant of the same family,
of Artocarpewe, ig an idportant vegewble during the sfrict fast
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of Lent. It grows in swarpps and rivulets, and is an ahnual low
plant from a perennial root, with large radical leaves and a
leafless stalk, bearing the minute flowers on a bunchy raceme.
The petioles, ribs of leaves, and stalks, are eaten fresh when
stripped ot the epidermis; and their taste is similar to that of
the sorrel. The cemmon stinging-nettle (Sama) is, by boiling,
also prepared into an indifferent food during the quadragesnmul
low diet. The troublesome wced grows everywhere 'to a height
of five feet. : .

Of the many Polygonew, few must be noticed on account of
their freq,uent occurrénce and of their usc. Polygorfum tomen-
, tosum (Ba Weha lay, i. ¢. ““upon the water,”) and Polygonum
serratum, cover the wargins of morasses and lakes. Polygonum
frutescene (Umboatog) is the most ¢ (-omm,rm hedge-shrub.  Rumex

< arifolius (Makmako), frequent in swampy meadows, yields, in its
fleshy ‘root, a reddish dye for colouring butter. The root of
another specips of Rumex, called Tutt, is believed to be a
nostrum for. bffbarous and criminal purposes; but, happily,
it is gyite innocent. Insterd of these species, which all belong
to, the Flora of Shoa, there appear ir the Adel country several
Boerhaavw Introduced into Shoa is a kind of willow (Akeia),
much cmp]oycd in the manufacture of saddles.

The monopetalous Gymnoblasts, being a class next to the
highest and most important, contain a large number of plants,
of whick the following are pointed out : Plantago Capensis (Ya

. y va *wosft), and Plantago A.gypuaca (Burrh), both common
ds in Shoa ; Plumbago Capens;s, with large white gorolla, in
Eé’ét, and aca}uosd‘ decurrens (Adai), with snowy heads, in Shoa,
are highly ornafiental ; Echinops horridus, growing to the height
of ten feet about Angolldla; Carthamus tinctorifs (Suf), ex-
tensivély cultivated in Efét for the oil.of the seeds and for the
dye yielded by the flowers; Carduncellus spec. (Dorakus),—
a decoction of the dritd flower-heads is.adminissored in ague.
Several twining species of Mikania adorn the forests of Shoa ;
two fructiierous Cacalie, fuli of a balsamic sap, and.'one Klenia,
exhibit the brightest rcarlet in the jurles of Ef#t. Pteronia
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spinosa, and Helichrysum vestitum, ase hardy shrubs foun(; on the
slopes. Species of Gnaphalium and Bidens are annoying weeds
in the cotton-fields. The numerous kinds of Radiate contain
only one of importance, viz. the Polymnia Abyqsinica (Nuy),
which is the chief oil plant. , Suf and Nug oil mi:ced is called
Imbam:y, and only usad for burning, since® it possesses strong
purging qua]lues. The family of the Compositar furhishes
altogether but a stall numbcr of useful plantsein proportion to
its (‘xtcnswmcss.

The Campunulaceg: are low Anﬁual insignificant weeds, one
Lobelia eXcepted, viz. the I{hynchopetalum montanumgor Jibera.
This strange perennial plant, with the aspect of a palm-trees,
grows chiefly in moist ravines among, the high monntains, and is
especially frequent about Ankéber. 'Theestem attaine upwards
of fifteen feet in height, and five inches in diametef, The®
top carries a crown of large leaves; and the spike is One foot
and a half long. When the sceds are 1um éhe plant dies
suddenly. One Erica (.4sta), five feet in hewllt assists likewise
to dispel the aspect of a Eunropean Flora, which is convgyed by
the Veronica Beecabunga end Anagalljs of the meadow rivulgte.
Scrophuluria frutescens (Djodjo), with a strong smgll of camphor,
is used as a febrifuge and charm; two kinds of Orobanche
are also among the conjurer’s infallible mnedicines. Acanthus
carduifolius is the choicest camel-fodder in the desert. Rare
specimens of Hyperanthera Moringa, the same as if Arabia,
stand near the pools of the low country: a gum, befonirfg,
instantlygred in the air, ﬂovgs freely out of any brmse, but is
applied to no uses Mint, thyme, and ofher ,pldnts of the
family Labzata:, so geplete with setheric oils, Wlo not efjoy the
reputation dfle to them. Of the many kinds only ¢hree have
names and use, viz. Origanum spec. (Kassi), and Zmphora
spec. (Lomi shett, i.e. “lime-swell ), which arc used in the
-{‘omentatlon *of boils.; Leonotis spec. °(Ras Kimr), as anthel-
minthicum by a dedoction of the dried leaves, mix«.! with
a little oifs Sevcral Convolvilace?s and Bomymeaz. pass dis-
regarded. #Of glie fobmer, Convolyulim pes caprse binds the

. nd2
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sand of the sea-beach; of the latter, a few specimens of Cordia
Abyssinica (Wanzey) grow in Efit.

Capsicum frutescens (Geich Berberi, i.e. “red pepper”), the
most important of hot spices in warm climes, and Nicotiana Ta-
bacum (ZTombako), also an indispensable commodity to many of
the Maslem populafion, are objects of ditigent cultivation in the
lower country : yet the only tolerable tobacco must be imported
from the Ittoo (Balla. Solanum marginatum (Umboz) a shrub,
the sceds of which are strewed on the surface of ponds to stypify
the fish, which are nevcrthv]éss'qnll e.ztabl(;, and Atropa arborea
(Amoraree), the red jlice of whose berry is used by the Am-
Jhira women te stain their p.zlmh and nails, are common hedge-
shrubs in Shoa.  Of the nareotic, (‘u.ﬂmes of the Datura Stra-
monium (. {tafaris), the Abyssinian sorcerer is well aware. The
‘thief-detecter makes a youth smoke the dried leaves of it in
order fb cause stupcfaction, and thus promote the semblance
of powers of, ditipation. Neitaer the potato nor any other
edible kind of S§lanum has yet been introduced into Shoa.

Thy families of Contortan Rubiacew, Ligustrinee, have many
revrescntatives in the low country.c Stapelia pulvinata and
Calotropis gigantea are the most prominent: the former has a
fleshy, quadrangular, and four-wiaged stem of two fect height,
and when in flower is scarcely approachable; the latter fur-
nishes good charcoal for gunpowder. Kannahia laniflora, with
particu]aﬂy sweet-smelling flowers, lines the borders of the
rlvnlets m Efit; Carissa spec. (Agame) has edible berries,
and ﬂouns]ws both in Efit and Shop. Mclanca verticillnta (Ad-
guar), is a®jupgle-trce of ten feet height, with purging berries.
Psychotria spec. \ Doda Gula), is a shrub fopnd in Shoa; Coffea
Arabica (Boon) grows wild in many of the warmer }rovinces, but
is diligently plucked out by the Christian. population, who con-

-, sider the use of the berry to be as foreign to salvation as the doc-
trine of the false prophef: Where his followers abide in greater
numbers, or uncontrolled, as in Giddem and in the countries of
the Ittoo ahd Aroosi Galla, the coffee-tree grows unmolested, nn
care, howéver, being taken of it; but its froper homeseems to lie
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. .
far to the west and south, in the kingdoms of Caffa and*Enarea,

where a donkey's load is sold for the twentieth part of a dollar.
Two kinds of jessamine grace with their fragrant flowers the
hedges and groves. Olea spec. (Woira) is, with the juniper
and yew, the principal forest-tree of Shoa; sixty to eighty feet
in heighty and four m dlameter, are its gommon dimensions.
The wood of the wild olive-tree affords exccllent fuel and tim-
ber ; but mo use js made of tHe fruit, which attmns the size of
a large pea. o

Among the polypetalous Gymnoblasts, in which vegetation
has attaiged the highest degree ofe perfection with respect to
variety of shape and colour, asewcll as medicyl art] nutritious
qualities, we find several important families altogether wanting
in the Flora of Abyssmla. *lhe 1’6macc.1. and Amygdalea: are
absent, and the eXlstmg scarcity of fruit-trecs, whether Jwild o
cultivated, is indeed most apparent. Others of morce limited
utility are very numerous, as the 'l‘ricoccae,.l{hocadoaz, Ama-
rantina; but the Leguminose form by f# tge largest family
of polypetalous phancrogames.

Of Umbelliféree there LXNts in the Jow country one I‘cm]a,
a small tree of unknown propemcs ®In Shoa ther(, are several
Caucalis /Karambashu), growing on pasture * grounds, and
poisonous to cattle.  Coriandrum sativam (Dumbelan), and
Anethum feeniculum, the well-known European spices, are
cultivated.  Berberis tinctoria of the forests yiclds a good
yellow dye for mourning apparcl. Clypea spec. (Enggtshid),
is a creeper with pellatesleaves, upon which small cake° arc'
baked. Ranunculus trilobu8 (Goodie) is a, troyblgsome wccd
on the meadows.” Nigella sativa (/hmsad} 8s occgsnonally
cultivated g5 ® sple. Several spec1es of Polyg.zla flourish
unnoticed. Some Balsammew grow in shady plau'u;. one of
them, Impatiens gr.md:s (G’;rshzd), has a tubcrous root, with
Jthe juice of which the women paint heir palms and faces red!
Thlaspr bursa pastaris (Ya bug elat, i.e. *“sheep’s tail ™),
the cosmepolitan weed, follows agriculture also in® Abyssinia.
Sinapis Nigra .(:S‘anajtch) grows V:'i]db and is sometimes re-
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sortcd ¢o as an additional ingredient of the pepper sauce
called wotz. Brassica spec. (Goomun), a cultivated coarse kind
of cow-cabbage, perennial, and five fect high, is eaten as a
vegetablce after much boiling; the sceds are also used for oil.
Of the nv-nerous Capparidee, Caduba Indica is particularly
important in the Adel desert, being for many scores' of miles
the only shrub which affords shelter from the noontide sun.
Two specics of Capparls make "impenctrable, hedges in  Efét.
Cucumis Africaius (Ya medur oomboi) is an annual plant, of
sandy and desert places; the, seeds are a favourite mediciné in
Shoa, and a.so with the,Galla.  Cucumis colocynthis iy frequent
in the valicys adjoining the Babr Assal, but is not collected
v.ther for home use or for exportation. Cucurbita lagenaria
(Kel) grows wild, and is caltiva.etl in Eft for water-bottles.
Cucurbita ‘pepo, a confimon coarse pumpkin in Shoa, serves as a
veg\.tab‘o Bryonia scabrella (Yo Amora M’sa) is a much
dreaded poison. Two species of Flacourtia, Koshim and Me-
nedem, have cd‘dﬂﬂ Yerries.

Viola montana, a violet wnthout smell, grows in the forests of
Shoa. ¢ ¢ Tamaricine occur in the desert, froth the sca-shore
as'far as to the Ildwash ;¢ the presencc of the principal kind,
called Sagan, is, to the Dankili herdsman, a sure indication of
water near the surface.  The genus Hypericum has only showy
plants. The Chenepodece, chicfly weeds, contain one species

. (called A(medmadoo) which is used for polishing metal.  Achy-
ranthes spec. (Zalineh) is a styptic medicine.  Phytolacca
« Abyssinica (Endott) is a common chrub in Shoa and Efit;
a cdid infpsion of the dried arfl pounded berry possesses
wonderfu] c]eahs}ng, qualities, and is ‘used instcad of soap.
. Silene dlamhov.les (Sialul) is a pretty flower fout.d on the high
.aountajns.” Calanchoé verea (Endehahoola) is a very common
succulent plant, the leaves of which are dried and smoked like
tobacco ‘in phthisical affections, or the juice of them adminis-,
tered as refrigerants in inflammatory fevers., Epilobium viilosum
(Ya lahm t¢hau, i.e. “cows’ ralt”) is regarded as an-excellent
and wholesome fodder fpr tmrnod cattlo,tjf givm:n ogcasionally.
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Punica granatum (Rooma)., sometimes cultivated in iifét, avas in-
troduced from Arabia. Scveral speties of Grewia bear edible
fruits in the desert, where their acidity is very grateful.

T'o the various kinds of Byttncriacee and Mal z, no parti-
cular in‘erest is attached, except to the cotton (Det) Gossypium
Nigrum, which is cultiv?ted in’ two varietics, the finer and smaller
species growing in the shade of the taller and more hardy. Both
are regared as jindigenous td Abyssinia. Grain and cotton-
cloth form the principal staple commodities of Shoa. Linum
usititissimum (Z'wlbah) is cultivated mercly for the sceds, of
which oileis made : ﬂax—dressmg net bejng understood.  Vitis
vinifera ( Woin Saf), planted as ascuriosity in the king’s gardens,
bears plentifully, and would doubtless answer well upon volcanier
soil.  Sceveral species of C#sms interlace the jungles of Efit;

one, cspecially, is a constant companiof of the Cﬁmel-thom
L]

Acacia in the desert.

Kuphorbia Abyssinica (Kolgual), a singular sconce-like milk
bush of the Abyssinian groves, gives charaofl) ofor guupowder;
with the corrosive sap it is frequently attemptul to Stop ulcers of’
a phagedenic nalure. The msplseatcﬂ Juice of two othenspecies
of Luphorbia, Birgut and /l nderfa, scves as a drastic purgatige,
The ostric’ -hunting Somauli poisons his arrows®with the milk
of Euphorbia antiquorum, which does not make the meat
injurious.  Ricinus Africanus (Gulo) affords inits sceds a
farnous medicine for cattle, and is frequent in Efit. Rhamnus
spec. (Gesho) is a tonic, and a decoction of the leaves of this
culuvated shrub is used in she manufaciure of hydrome] and Beéra
instead Of hops. Cphstrus shec. (Chaat) is g speuq of the tea
planted and used in Efit, but more extegsively in Caﬁ‘h and
other counties of the interior. In Efit the fresh lcaves are
both chewed and used as an astrmgent médicine, 8r,tpken s
order to dispel sleep: a decoction in water or milk being also

«drunk as g beverage, which fastes Ritter enough. °*Hagening
Abysstnica (Cosso) affords, in a cold infusion of the dried flowers
and capsifles, the famous drastigumgpurgans and anthglmuithicum
of the Abygsinia.n;s. 'ghe tree is on.e ot.' the most picfuresque in
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_ appearance. Balsamodendron Myrrha (Kurbeta) grows on the
borders of Efit, in the J\mgle of the Hawash, and in the Adel
desert. The resinous gum called Hofali, is collected for expor-
tation. Balsamodendron Opobalsamum (Beskam) is commonly
found with the former, and grows even at Cape Aden. Citrus
medica (Lorm) ﬂoupshes wild in ‘the jungles of Giddem, and is
cultivated in Efit: Citrus aurantium (Bahr Lomi), lately in-
troduced from Arabla, and Citrus ‘decumana var. (T'rtinco), with
apple-like solid’ pulp, are both found in the royal orchards.
Rubus pinnatus (Jnjori) yields the best of all wild-growing fruits
in Abyssima—a true blackberry of the forests. Resa Abys-
sinica (Kdga), a tree-like dogr-rose, bears an edible hip. The
‘orayera Abyssinica, which scrves in Tigré instead of Cosso, is not
known in the southern provitices, « %
. Trifo.liu'm saxatile cespitosum (Nagad) is sown on the best
meadowgs for green fodder.  Vicia faba (Bakkela) is most exten-
sively cultivated in Shoa and in the Galla countrics to the west;
the beans are efitgn @ither fresh and green during the season, or,
when dry, made up into soups. Ervam lens (Missur), Cicer
arietinlita (Shimbrah), Pisum sativum (Attur), Phaseolus spec.
(ABunguari), are produced in Efit and other warm provinces
of the kingdom' Many specics of Indigofera, wild and unheeded,
grow in the desert and on the borders of cultivation. Pterolobium
lacerans (Kantuffa) is an impenetrable hedge-shrub abounding
*in Efit: the bark gives a red dyc for leather. Tamarindus
Indica attains a majestic size in the jungles of Efiit, but is quite
‘neglected as are also various kimds of Senna (Senamaln)
Dichtostacly s cineyea, Acacia ebufnea, Acgcia pl.mlﬁ'ons, and
other Camel-thbrp trres called Gerar, are of the utmost import-
. ance to the wilderness and desert; in the lattbr, the wnbrella-like
wbps collest man and beast beneath their scanty shade during the
, hottest hours of the day. . Some yield superior gum arabic; the
ithgs sefve as food for ¢he camel, and the pods for goats and,
sheep. .

The foregoing list of Abyesinisn plants comprehertds nearly
all those .which are of im'portance to the c‘u],tivatpr, farmer,
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or physieian ; but no doubt double the number could be added
by any people more enterprising and inquisitive than the inha- '
bitants of Shoa. All kind of vegetation not directly useful
and beneficial is regarded as a weed, and receives no special
appellation; and few of the populahon know the names of any
plant that is not a daily necessary of the Kitchen. The phy-
sician’s lore is kept a profound mystery ; and there is not much
lost by its limitgd diffusion, dince the whole is a motley col-
lection of very questionable experience and” most degrading
,supcrsunon

ZOOLOGY.

Of the lowest order of anhmls, tite Radiale, nearly the same
may be said that was remarked abovd® respecting'thg loyegt
order of plants ; namely, that their species are in a legs degree
bound to certain limits of geogmphical distribution than those
in which the respective types hasten in mose w&rktd characters
to the highest poss1b]c perfection. Nonc of the numerous mbe
of Radiate are, in thur proper home dircetly exposal to the
external air and its chmges They live in a medium, wifich
generally preserves a mcan temperature, with® extremes not
prohibiting the possibility of animal existence, and their ephe-
meral life is little liable to be cut short by any sudden change.
Thus we find that the waters and animal humours produce, in*
different climes, similar beings, in which either the dgficiency
in buik is made up by sountless multitudes of individuals, of
the deficiency in pumber Wy high reproduggive poygers. .

Intestinal worms (Josfat) prove one cof thie ®chicf plagues of
the Abyssigiahs. Not only ascarides, but also tape and thread«
worms (Tzenia and Fllana), are to be constantly contonded with™
The frequency of this thsposmon must have its source in thg
usual diet, consisting of unlcavened dough-like bread and ra®
meat] *which the agcompanying pepper sauce is not sufficient
to correet. Once in every gnongh the Cosso and ether power-
ful purgz;gives. are rgorted to, an(l bring momentary relief; but
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the Guinea-worm, living in the fleshy p'arts of the limbssmust be
endured until it shall have perforated the skin.

The influence exercised upon the nature of the Articulated
Animals or Insects by the quality of the other visible organized
Leings, bo™ plants and animals, is much more apparent than
in the above-named order of the' Radzata,’. Being bound by
the strongest ties to the limits of those bcmgs which arc assigned
to them as food and home, thtir species presentt distinctly
marked charactcts of geographical . distribution throug]lout the
world.

In Shoa and Lfit ;here..appears with the increase of vege-
tation a lhgger number of ingects, but the most noxious of
them remain only during the height of the season. This
is most pereeptible m the migrations of locusts and caterpillars,
wlqch, by a few collt rains, are induded to descend into the
open w;ldvrne*scq and deserts.  Such a sudden relief from
countless hosts of thc locusts, called Anbasa, is invariably as-
eribed, by the ‘sypcntltxous farmer, to the special interposition
and agency of‘his guardian saint, at whose shrine, in the hour of
necd, ¢fferings and vows are liberally made. ‘Various grass-
hotpers.(Sada), mantidee (Feenta), and ‘cockroaches, do consider-
able damage duving the hot season. A large black ant (Goonda),
which bites ferociously, constructs no water-tight habitation, but
intrudes at the beginning of the rains into the huts, from which
it is expelled with the utmost difliculty. The Egyptian honey-
bee (Nrb), either kept in the farm-yards within baskets, or
vex1stmg wild in the woods, finds @bundance of odoriferous
flowets.  Honey is, an important rticle of  consumptich, both
in its natural for\n an(}. when converted into muul

Although so -.co]d the country is not frde froan.the annoy-
~sees of flies (Sembi), and enusquitoes (Z'enang). White ants
(Mest) are not so numerous and destructive in the upper as
i the lower country, $mall colonies of them live, and build
their chambers beneath loose stones, bit they never come into
the houses,¢.and, in fact, the, juniper timber of tha fragile
cdifices is seldom attacke;d b‘y any wood v?rmin. ‘ Va'x"ious most
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beautifule butterflies, pllal.a:nes, and moths, while i'n the cater-
pillar state (7'el), despoil trees and plants that are of no value to
the Abyssinian ; but his plantations of cotton and cabbage rarely
suffer.  Neither the silkworm nor the mulberry-tree are found
in the ccuntry.

Numersus varieties of beetles, of those families especially which
remove animal matter and soil, with others of more cle'tnly habits,
are compried under the general appellation of Dens-zsm. Among
the former, the Coprophaga, many Egyptian spécws may be met
with}, as Copris Isidis, Atemhus gacer, and others; among the
latter, chigfly Cetoni#, are found spucics pearly allied to or iden-
tical with some of Senegambia. +One notable Inca,¢he male of
which is armed with a powerful head (-xcrcscon‘ce, lives princi
pally on the sap of wound@letregs$ Lycus “appendiculatus fre-
quents chicfly the flowérs of Umbellifera®; many Cu'rm:]ionideg
inhabit the plants of the family Compositze, hut Coccingllee are
the most numerous. Species of Lytta .nl)mmd but no use is
made of them, the Shoans having no real muhu‘& prepared from
the animal kingdom. Spiders (.Shemnt) and seorpions (Kind)
are studiously &voided, or dcstroycd., as particularly impytre and
noxious. though the formicr never amack aught save their pety,
and the sting of the latter is little dangerous. ¥otal disregard
of cleanliness is punished with a frightful increase of bodily
vermin, as fleas (Kunitsha), licc (Kemal), bugs (Tochan), and
acarus scabici (Ikak). .

The large number of water-birds upon the lnkes and mo-
rasscs of Shoa effectualls restrain an inerease of Snails unde
Shells ? some species of Bufimus (Kendautei), mingue Helices,
Pupa, and Limax, afc so few, that e .dlmage done’ by
them is nog ‘percéptible. Neither serve the darger kinds as .
food. .

The known fresh-water Fish are insignificant in quahty 'md
quantity, gnd only serve to fedd the gumerous crocodfles whick
infest*the main strcagn of the llawash. Its various tributarics,
when they first cscape fromgthe gnountains, carry snal. species
of Salmo.and.l’erca‘(dsa), which. are, in great reqjest during

»
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Lenc; ebut "the manner of taking them is primitiver and im-
perfect. ¢

All the Amphibia are objects of apprehension and supersti-
tion. Serpents (Ebab) are not numerous, and are chiefly of
small kind , nor venomous, but the awe in which they are held
is quite ridiculous. Tribes in the far west, described as being
the meanest ot men, and scarcely above the beasts, are charged
by the Abyssmlans with the heihous custom ,of eating snakes,
and ornamenting ‘their persons with pecklaces of the backbone of
that accursed animal.  Two Kinds of tortoises ( Yeli) are found in
the low country, Testpdo Gracca and Indlca; the latter attains
an enormobis size in the deep impenctrable jungles of Mentshar.
Yhe dread entertained of the Saurii comprises all kinds, the
harmless and the formidables The ngptlan Gecko (Enkakela),
the chamdlon (List), the Scineus oﬂiunalls, and other numerous
lizards,, “which make themselves most useful by the removal of
S0 many annoymg'lmects, are unrelentingly doomed to destruc-
tion, whilst thd groeodiles (Az0) roam unmolested on the aban-
doned shores ‘of the larger nvers and lakes.

ThereFeathered Tribe exist in great variety of s species, which
m¥w in some degree be dut: to the prcponderancc of migratory
birds. The Stansores, however, arc principally stationary, their
food scldom failing throughout the year. The noblest of them
is a parrot-like Coliphimus (Sorit) of the Shoan forests. Lovely
shades of green, and many tints of the brightest red, a stately
crest, and a long rounded tail, make it a favourite with the Abys-
«simians. A tail-feather fastened in the hair of a daring warrior,
is a tbken qf late aghievements in the battle-field. Two other
kinds, called Wﬁzr}s Sorit, 1. e. Sorit of the river-side, and Aheia,
i. e donkey, frem its asinine tunes, are much infeYier in beauty,
~lough not in size. ‘One, Co¥phimus: concolor, is of a dull greyish
green ; the other, C. fasciatus, black and whlte, with white zones,
‘across the tail ; the beak of the female is green; both Jlive in Efit
upon different grains and wild figs. Tv-o small kinds of parrot
inhabit the Ag and tamarind freesof the lower countty : their
name, Donloro, is also used i'iguratively of persons tajking non-
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sense. One corresponds almost with Psittacis '[‘arz.mta. ®* In the
other, which is a little larger, the sexes are distinguished by the
gay plumage of the male, which is green above and red below,
whilst the female is greyish brown and yellow. Centropus Jar-
dini, a leautiful kind of cuckoo, lives solitary on the fig-trees in
Efit: sevéral species of woodpeckers, which glo not seem to differ
from the South African kinds, are fonnd on acacias and tamarinds.

Among "the Ambulatores many migrate durmg winter-time
from the mountains to the, eastern plain ; others arrive during
summer from the North, most Jikely from Sennaar and Egypt.
They rarely de any tonsiderable difinage on the plantations of
Teff and Juwarree, whilst their services in dmtroying;nnnberlces
vermin arc most conspicuous. Blrd-catchmn' for food or f8r
amusement is not a sport With the® Amham, but, on the other
hand, there is no prmlcge in favour of fhe songeters-—a study
and imitation of the tuncs of which might greatly impgove the
execrable attempts of music, vocal and mstrgmcutal vented by
the unskilful Abyssinian performer. LI,

Two gaudy kinds of Alcedo pln.y on the rivalet ts—Merops
Bulockii and Nubicus. ol hese truly African species ofwhe ﬂy-
catcher arve in the lower, Upupa cpobs, the common howpodin
the upper COuntry.  Certhia tacazze and chalybea; with two other
equally beautiful kinds of the humming-bird, procced with the
seasons to their flower-gardens, when the return of rain here, and
of warmth there, elicits the most fragrant blossoms, gnd covers
the shrubs of the mountain-side, or the jungle-trees, wjth soft
honey-msects. One of thasc humming-birds suspends its bag-
like nest, ingeniously woven of raw cotton,eby 2 sjring of the
same material, to recds, or cotton-plants. Baphagh Africgna plcks
the larvee ofegid-flics out of the galled backs of camels, oxen, and
mules, in spne of the struggles of the tortured animala o Jeter®s
larvatus, and other species of stares, weave their nests of grass,
and line them inside with the wool]y fipwers of an Achyranthess
These nests are suspended in great numbers to the lower branches
of solitai§, trees, and may hase given origin to thewstory of the
wonderful groves, where all the fx.'uits. are birds englosed in a
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shelf. * Lamprotornis auratus, and some other kinds of"thrushes,
consume, during their short stay in Shoa of two months, im-
mense numbers of insects. Among the Sylviadee are some emi-
nent songsters, especially Sylvia Pammelaina, and also species of
Motacilla, ..nd Saxicola, whilst ong Muscipeta, the male of which
has two tail-featherg three times as long as the whole body, is
quite silent. ,The head and neck of this remarkable bird are
steel-blue, the other parts of the plumage rusty-brown, except
the two elongated middle feathers ef the tail, which are snpwy
white, with black quills, and a hrown plot at the extremity : they
are used as an ormament for royalty. Lanius humeralis (Gu-
rameile) iéﬁonn of those fatal «birds, the sudden appearance of
which before an army at its outset, forcbodes ill-success, and all
manner of misfortunc to siflgle pérgons, if the tail be dirccted
towards, them. To the other kinds of shrikes no such unhappy
celebrity is attached, although they seem not less litigious, and
anxious to draw off by their noise the attention of a wayfarer
from the vnclmiy oft their nests. Alauda alpestris comes from
the West, and returns again after two months, April and May.
‘T'he viest numerous kinds of finches, Ploceus, Pyrgita, Linaria,
&¢dv, are all comprised undér the appellation Of, i. ¢. small bird:
they scem generally to have fixed quarters. Colius Capensis
(Rasa) is solely in Efit, in company with the Wans sorit.
Ravens and crows are of threc kinds, but one of them (Kura)
* is particulyrly remarkable on account of its beak, which is much
higher fthan the crown, carrying a considerable protuberance on
“the top, the nostrils being situated irfan excavation, which runs
forward in p broad. furrow ; the bifl is very massive, twice as
high as it is bro%d, aed terminating in a ‘small hook the colour
. of the plum.xge‘n deep Lrownish black, except & broad bar of
“White faathers across the sin&iput, and sometimes a narrow white
Jine down the back of the neck. Its voice and mode of living
‘end walKing is just like that of our crows, but it does not suﬂer .
the approach of other specics. "
Swallowseare never failing, dut rhe species vary in their visits.
Hirundo Capensis and r.usti(z'a appear to‘avoi(! .eacb' other, not
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being sc®n together in the sume localltles. Cypse;lus apus and
Caprimulgus species are rarely met” with.  Coracias afra and
Abyssinica live only in the lower country, also the various kinds
of Hornbill.  Frkoom, Buceros Abyssinicus, by far the largest,
is misclievons to the Juwarrec fields; but the damage done is
_sompensated by his great hkmg for ﬁcld-mxce also. The
Erkoom runs swiftly, and rises seldom into the air - the white
wing-featlfers ara much esteerhed as an ornament of the hair by
the triumphant warrior. Byceros nasutus, and’ another species,
which differs slightly in colour apd size, eat small lizards and
chameleons. Bucerds erythrorhynchus (Sholak), the most fre-
quent of them, rids the plantations of many noxious scets.

The tribe of Raptores (Amora) is uncommonlv numerous, aml
on the whole very uscful in Kdyssinth, T hose that feed on living
animals seldom stoop even at a stray fowl? whilst all thgn' other
prey is quite indifferent to the farmer, and the carr;pn-blrdq
remove quickly whatever the indolent grazier has dragged out-
side his door. Finding plenty of food, they L& five no nced to
wander wulcly or periodically ; yet the large species have their
nests at considerable dlsgmceq from' their hunting distr{dts, and
commonly on inaccessible precipices.® s ®
" Strix bido, the only but very common owl ofthe up-country,
and one Otus of the low plain, are treated as birds of ill-omen.
From the entrails of the former the necromancer prepares a
potent charm.  The ea{,,le, Aam]a naevia (Nas'r), comes seldom «
near the villages, nor is he forward in his depredations, I'a.]co
bmrmlc,us fights his superiars in size, and deprives them f'orclb]y‘
of thelr prey; it has gof hence the appgllation,) Ya Sfmora
Alaka, i. c. chief of the birds of prey. .Mgr}hmus ou:lplta]ns
(Adagoota) pa‘beauliful crested falcon, lives in the lower country |
of Giddem, and is particularly ineft. Several speSics of Awk, '
and Accipiter (Bazz)"feed on small songsters and mice. Ternis,
spec. (Goaodie), removes innumerable guantities of lochsts ; an
Milvtis parasiticus  Tshelvit) cleans streets and premises in
company with the crows. Gypaétos barbatus @heje), ex-
tremely f‘equfn.t in “Slma, draws .neaz to butchers, and waits
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patiently for 'his share—the paunch and other rejecteds parts of
the victim. Valtur arrianu8 and fulvus ( Yellos) smell their food
many miles off; and gather round it in great numbers. The
periodically returning wars, and the extensive stock of cattle kept
toroughout he habitable parts, feed, with never-failing supplies
of carrion, horrible gangs of hyen;s, Jjackals, dogs, anc® vultures,
Cathartes perenopterus and Neophron N‘iger are less frequent,
and always solitary. ‘ « ‘

The tribe of Rasores contains the few birds that are considered
fit for Christian food; yet the common fowl (Doroo), the only
domesticatca kind, kept akmost in every® compound, is very
much neglocted, and not being of a superior breed, remains
staall and lean.  All other meat is eaten raw by the Abyssinians,
but fowls, cither tame or wild, mnst %e cooked. The wild ones,

intado, partridge, qlfail, and grouse, are not prohibited, but
still susiwcted as unwholesome food ; and if even long after an
indulgence of such meat the govrmand falls sick, he invariably
looks back uport ;h?w trespass as the cause of his indisposition.
Numida cristata (Chickra), in bevies of many hundreds, range
throughkput the lower count'ry. A very large kind of partridge
(Ka%) ¢ found, not in ceveys, but m pairs, running swiftly
through furrows of the corn-fields. Dogs are taught to catch
them without injury; and before being eaten, the bird is kept
for some days, to obviate the bad effcets of any unclean food
which it may possibly have taken. This partridge attains the
size of t‘he pintado.  Another kina, living on the high platcan,
~and 'also hunted down with dogs, resembles more that of middle
Europe. Pferocles arenarius, and dther specjes of grousé, occur
in the deserts. \ v '

Pigeo;xs are frequent both in Shoa and in tht eastern pro-

“sinces. . Wani, Ergéb, and Kumroo, are appellations of different
kinds, all too wild to tempt the Abyssinian to any excrtion to
‘eatch or domesticate them. Wani is the largest, abqve brown,
below slaty-grey ; the head grey, with a black zone across the
sinciput, Amother is all grey,excppt a white zone on the upper
neck, and a, collar of darlfer arrow-headed 'featherfz; althird also

] 0y
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.
grey, bu with a white head, and rown edges on the w.ing-
feathers.  L'rgeb has a peculiarly inflated beak ; head and neek
grey, shoulders and back olive-green, breast and belly citron-
yellow, wing and tail-feathers whitish edged and tipped.  Kum-
roo is tne turtle-dove, one kind of which has clongated- tail-
f athers. = ° . )

Otis Arabs, the largest bust:u;d, which is as swifteas Jie ostrich,
destroys a ;..l;reat tumber of Jocusts and scorpigns, and is there-
forcgnever caten.  Another ssmaller bustard (/Vato) is variously
cvoloured; it lives on the bordars® of the desert.  Charadrius
spinosus i8*a rare visiter of the lakes hearthe Hiawash, Tachy-
dromus isabellinus is an inhabittt of the plaing of *Efit; and
Himantopus atropterus of the morasses near Angollala.

Abundance of water ulak(-.s'thc'p;ovinc('.s of Shoa g favourite
place of resort to many species of Grallatores. Amopg thee
herons are remarkable Ardea ephippiorhyncha, and another called
Alaka fattah, having particularly long wing-fegthers of a darker
colour than the remainder of the body, wifichais Jibove grey,
below white.  "The former lives in tJnc valley of the Abai, the
latter about Angéllala, bugmigrates also to the West.  Sghaller
kinds, as Garzetta, Nycticorax, arrive®from the North in €ebfi-
ary, hut co.omonly pass on still more southward, whence they
retorn in May. [bis religiosa stays for some months on the
lukes of the upper country; Numenius, spee. ((faga), about
Ankéber. The common saipe, some kinds of pewits, the spoon-
bill, and the flamingo, sometimes extend their migrations, as fay
as Shoa. M

s .

Geese and ducks swarm tunmolested ovem the. lages of” the
western provinces ; a few deseend also to the p]ail'. Chenalopex
Agyptiacus Wuilds jts nest upon high trees on te river side in
Efit  Another rare species arries & the frontal basts a ¢hinly®’
feathered flexible bunch. All the birds of this class are strangely

einapprchenswe of danger when moultivgg or hatching. *Duringe
their sfay in Shoa they are occupied with both of these processes,
but the righrous proscriptions 1ggarding food usnally stiora them
protection. -
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of Mammalia, the Rodgntia seem to have no great Cextension
through the cultivated provinces of Shoa. One small house rat
(#id), and a ficld mouse, Otomys albicaudatus, are very ob-
noxious indecd to the grain, but snares and traps keep them easily
down on well-managed farms. (Lepus capensis (])mrI]('l) fre-
quents more the plains both of the low,and of the up country.
and does little damage.  To cat of its flesh would be considered
downright crimigality, not less than myophagy itsclf. Hystux
cristata (Sharf) lives only in abandoned termite-cones in, the
desert. A very rare large squirrel is fonnd upon tamarind trees,

Cattle-hreeding is, ‘on tho whole, in a' more advanced state
among the Galla than among the Amhira, who prefer agricul-
tural pursuits. The ‘common sheep (Buy) of Shoa is small, with
coarse blgck wool : _the Adzicl‘ Tax e ,the Hejaz lamb, short
chaired,ewith fat tail 5 thu Galla, a most superior tall fleccy kind,
also with fat tail, and without horns. With the latter the Ami-
hara cross their byed.  The Ga'la of Northern Abyssinia rear a

peculiar king with®immenscly long hair, commonly white; its
ficece, dyed black, and then called Loplisa, is a dress much
prizedgby chiefs and men of renown thyoughout the country. The
aifted $kin (Dabbalo) of the common sheep is an indispensable
part of the male dress.  From the wool a kind of camlet cloth
is woven.  Goats (Fial) thrive better in the mountains ; they are
tall, horned, with short matted hair of many colours; in fact,
quite ideptical with the European kind. The Adel have no
hreed ,of their own, but drive down annually from the Shoan
" marts vast herds into their savannas»

The Alyssiniav horse (Fems)"is small. and held ' in litfle
repute. The ‘donkey (Aheia), of a sturdy and strong race, is in-
dispensable to' coramunication and commerce, ahd- as a beast of
“Burthen «stiffers less than ¥ae camel from long Prlvatlon. The
mule (Bagalo), Ligher priced than the nfare itself, is eminently
*useful in the hills, being,more sure-footed and better~winded than
the horse; it is, however, much b.tter, cared for. The she
mules are~larger and stouter, bzt the males are thd most en-
during. The breed from ‘th(- horse-mare and QOnktlay-stallion is
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patronized by the Abyssini.ans, but despised by their morg war-
like neighbours, the Galla, with whot the horse is a favourite.
A wild donkey (Ya meida aheia, neither Zebra nor Quagga), a
little Jarger than the common ass, herds in the prairies of thé
Adaicl ceuntry, and is timid, cautious, and swift of foot.

Bullocks (Beri or Ferita) are similar to the Zebu, but the
™nump is smaller. Somé Galla tribes posse;s a peculiar breed
(Sanga), the horng of which attain an enormous sn’/e, and scrve
for bottles; from the smaller horns drinking-%ups are manu-
factdred. "The calves are not used for food.  No work except
dragging the plongh and thrashmrr is sequiged of the ox.

The wild buftalo (Gosh), Bubglus Pegasus, fiercegdnd as yet
untamed, inhabits the forests and jungles of Bulg® and Mentshaw
all along the river Hiawashedts chase is edhisidered one of the
most dangerous pursnits of the hunter, sev®al human Bves being
frequently expended on the conquest of one beast. Stroﬁsicoros‘
capensis (Jgazin), and Oryx capensis (Sala), are hunted on the
borders of the desert.  In the latter speciosgifecifent sometimes
causes the loss of one horn,—a fact which probablg gave rise to
the story of the imicorn ; morcover, the parallel homs are placed
so near each other, that when the aninal is seen en projip frgm
a distance, ‘t might well appear single-horned.  &azella Mhorr
wanders in large herds through the desert;  Antilope Saltiana
(Medaqua) abounds from the sca-coast to the foot of the moun-
tains.

Iyrax Abyssinicus (Ashkoko), a harmless inhabitant of nooks
and corners of the rocks, is common to Shoa as well as” to tHe
hills of the Adel.- Bruw N Iﬂunoccros on m.ma), combining, the
niore striking charactersof the Asiatic and \ﬁu'n oncu s, that
is, the two Jowns of the latter and the p].urs agd fold8 of the
* former, deserves a closer ‘nw\tng.,jlon ; i® lives ’, the dtu)
jungles of Mtsharg’on the bunks of the TIawash. * Phasco-
, choerus Ainc.mus (Lrya), the Xfrican Im;,, infests the woods oL
lhe wamner districts, and is a ‘mrnblo—loukmtr brute. Hippo-
potans gumphibius (‘ Gomari) hides its colossal framg dwi ag the
day in thé floods of the Hawash, the Jumma, and 2thcr large

¥ e D
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rivers eand Jakes. The Wato, a certain caste among the Galla,
subsist upon its flesh ; and the thick skin is ent into shields or
w]xips. Elephas  Africanus  (Zihoon) is dispersed in - many
small familics, and destroys the plantations of sugar-cane and
Juwarree .long the foot of the mountains, Not the slightest
attempt is made to put a stop to fis rdv.urcs, the paltwy weapQns
in use being of nd avail, whilst severd loss of life follows the
footsteps of the enraged animale A small trade in iwory is not-
withstanding cattied on with the coast in the tusks found acei-
dentally. ¢

Lutra inunguis (Deeil's .shccp), rarely surprised on the banks
of the riveg Bereza, farnishes | in its body divers secrct medicines
4o the initiateG.  Viverra Civetta (fngeso) is wild, but fre-
quently kept in cages in the Gallg @ountries to the south-west of
Shoa.  'The Civet (Bering), tuken out df the bag by means of a
“omall a.pmm, and collected in cow-horns, is one of the precious
articles which the slave caravans proceeding from the interior
through Shoa« to'tJl(' coast, barter for their daily food. One
Ichneumon ('/Ilm;fv/u’lfslu-lla) robs the poultry-yard.  The lion
(Anbgssa), and the leopard (Neabr), are well-ktown throughout
Apysdaia.  The former sgldom pays & visit to the hills, hunting
nightly along ethe banks of rivers, and lurking during the day
in his jungle retreats ;5 the latter is more common, and shans less
the presence of man.  Both are run down on foot by bodics of
men armed solely with lances, which they shower over the
slowly refreating beast under a deafening yell.  The spoils are
wn tindispensable part of a chief’s dress, and objects of import-
atiog from the West; the most pr/ed howewer, is thes skin of
the black Wopard (Gasela), living in and. beyond Gurigué.

The Jdomnestje ‘eat is a rarity in Shoa; only great men place
them as gcnrdlan'« in thgr storeouses.  The dog (OQosha),
generaﬂy a half-wiid companion of the figner, and immate of his
Prcnnsu., becomes att.lchod anl useful when allowcd to bharo
the master’s protection. “1tis taught to koep the herds m.order,
to catch bixds, to defend property, to glve warning gn the ap-
proach of“wxld beasts.  Not the tenth part of thc quickly-

4 ’ ' . b
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multiplyging race possess ‘owners ; but their utility %s scavengers
proves their safeguard.  Canis Antis (Dehela’, a wolf-like dog
and an offensive thicf, frequent in Efit, is canght in pitfalls; its
liver has some mysterious virtue.  'T'he jackal (Kabbaro), #hd
Hyzena croeata ((ib), make nightly inroads into villages and
towns ; they fight the dogs, ahd for want of other prey drag off
some of these. On ti: borders of the loW country, the night
camps must be fsnced round with thorns, as a prdtectior against
their inroads. e.

Tercocehus griseo-viridis'( T'ota), lives upon wild figs. Cyno-
cephalus Hamadryas (Zingiro), the pmlv‘ with the mane of a lion
and a powerful frame, is very mischicvous and cvenedangerous ;
it congregates in caves and fissures of the rocks®  Golobus (G-
resa), the prettiest of all ngopkeysgand one duly patronized by
the Abyssinians on accvunt of its retired habits, ise a];mys on
the top of the highest trees, commonly on the Woird, whiéh
bears its food. : ¢ -

Filfil, an animal that throws up mole-hills, bafles all attempts
to catch it.  Pteropus Fgyptiacus and Nyctcn‘s‘ "Phebaica (Lelit
off, i.e. night®ird), are harmless, Dut suspected inhabigmts of
ruined buildings.  An obscure ideagof a former supn;hncx of
man over the beasts of the ficld causes the Abyssinian Christian
to view, in a uteral sense, those legends which his pious ancestors
have recorded of the singular dealings of holy men with the
arch-fiend ; and he still figuratively personates every evil passione
of the human heart by some savage, treacherous? or subtle
animal of the inferior crcm&m. ' .

The lughlands of Abyssnia can, howcever, offer bnt assinall
number of wild aflim:uls, and even of th(-sp.wg} &y arerexelys
sively her owp.  Bhe cultivation of the gl;c:?t(a' porudif of they
land, the absence of extensgre foresgs, jungles, MOTages, cavegns,
and o'her plages offetreat, added to the great diversity of the
clime fl‘()n.l that of the adjacent eountrics, which at once excludg®
the 1igratory tribes, are the causes of®the fortunate contrast pre-
sented tQ the lowlands of the Adael, where the dox&inion of man
has yet been very impcriéctly‘cst:’blis]|ed.
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APPENDIX, No. III.

1
ON THE COFFEE TRVE, TEA PLANT, AND COTTON, or §0UTIIER#

ABYSSINIA.
7

I'RADITION assigns to the countries of Enirca and Caffa the
indigenous resideace of the coffee tree.  In Shoa Proper the cul-
tivation und consumption are’strictly interdicted, as savouring too
strongly’ of the abhorred Moharamadan ; but in proper situations
it'grows strong and hcalthy, and in all the bordering districts sub-
Ject to Sihela Seléssic, wher¢ the féitriction is not enforced, the
plantations ‘are numerofis and thriving.

Planted before the rains, the seed soon appears above the
grosud, and when s1x months o', the offspring is transferred to
take the p].:cc of som. worn-out tree.  Water and the manure of
the sheep are p]entliully supplied, and the crop, which, from a
full bearing adult, is generally from thlrtv to forty pounds, is
gatsered in March and Aprid.  Averaging from eight to ten fect
in height, with *dark shining foliage, and branches loaded with
fruit, it grows luxuriantly in the valleys inany sheltered situation,
delighting especially in the soil produced by a decomposition
rof trap rock, which has been washed down from the adjacent
heights ; and although taking six years to arrive at maturity, it
#yiclds a slight return on the second season of its transplantation.

The benies are in the first instance of a dark green hue,
which 'before ptiling is suffered to turi red, a white milky-
looking putp called rultaboo meanwhile filling up the space be-
twarn the «3ticle 4hd the seed. .Having been shaken and
gathered from the branches, the crop i spreald in the sun
watil the pulp becomes sufficiently dry to admit of ite removal,
which, by continual free ventilation out of doors, is usually the
case in one =onth. The seeds intended for the plan‘ation are
not divested of the husk, but sown by the handful in a small
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plot, whigh is carefully m.murcd and watered ; and the g gellaboo,
sold separatel;, from the bean, is employod as a beverage with
the decoctior of the chaal.

For the Letter security of his own monopoly at the ports of
Zeyla and Bérbera, the Amegr of Hurrur opposes the import-
ation of Coffe into llis own dominions, both from Shoa and
from the country of the Galla. The plant is extensively and
successfully enltizated ; but the price given at Hurrur is high
in gomparison with that pajd in Abyssinia; “tnd the average
demanded on the coast by the mo)ch.mtv. of the former princi-
pality, varging from five pence to seven pence per pound, wollld
scem to be in unison with that qustomary at Ma%qﬁal) in the
Red Sea. -

The difficulties .1ttcndmg.ﬂ\e gedious rofl to the' coast; the
lazy indifterent character of the DandkR camel ()\fners, who,
regardless of the value of time, spend months upon the lmn-m-y’,
and the fitful caprice evinced by the various chieftains throygh
whose territories the caravan must pass— §1? form great 0&1—
cles to the conveyance of the cheaper produce from Abyssinia,
although these hight doubtlc% be dvcrcome within a reagonable
period by the well-dirccted cfforts of British pm\ever.m\e. In
Ciffa and YWndrea, coflee grows wild like a weedl over “the rich
surface of the country. The beverage is in universal use among the
inhabitants ; the price paul is almost nominal ; and the conve-
nience of water carriage is alone wanting towards the transporta-
tion of the product in unlimited quantities to every pdttion of the
glcbe. c

Chdlit is a shrub very (lctcnslve]y cultivated, both in, Shoa
and in the cmmtrlc adjacent. It is in gvncr.ﬂ: usd an Jg- t}u-
inhabitants s a sabstitute for tea, which, i? d}l its peru(.s 5
and qualities, it closely rcﬁcmbl(,s., The glant is ;ald to have ”
been broughtforiginadly from the western mountains, &f which
the elevatjon being from five te- eight thousand feet, agrees with
that of the Chinese tea districts, whildt the average temperatufe
does nog, exceed 60° Fahrenheit. In a light gravellv soil it
attains the height of twelve ftet;” and the leaves hemg plucked
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duriag .the dry season, and well dried in the sun, fetch from one
penny to two-pence the pound. They are either chewed, or
boiled in milk, or infused in water; and by the addition of
honey, a pleasant beverage is produced, which, being bitter and
stimulative, dispels sleep if used tp excess.

The virtues of the chaat are cqually to be apprediated with
those of the yerba mate, recently introduced into England from
Brazil and Paraguay. It is already known under the appellation
of “Celastrus edulis,” and belongs to Pemandria Monogynia
Linn, and to the natural famjly of Celastrinew, or to that sub-
family of the Rfmmnczg, which have in the flower the stamens
alternating’ with the petals.  The family of Rhamnes, namely,
the genus ]?’dan'llnus itself, supplics to the poorer classes in China
a substitute for tea,"and is knqwn .ader the name of Rhammus
Theezaus Finn.'
® Cotton of two kinds grows in the sequestered nooks of the
cx~tern face of the mountains of Shoa, and in the valleys at the
extreme foot of t.h'f:.frang‘; but from the supcrior luxuriance of
the plant, and the amount of crop produced in the lower situ-
ations, the natural climate would appear to exist in those shel-
tered dpots, which in at: 10sphere much resemble the more
favoured part= of Western India. The Efit shrub varies,
according to the locality and supply of water, from three feet
in height to upwards of seven, and usually assuming the form

« of a pyramid, extends its lower branches to a width equal

to the stathre—the size of the leaves, and the soft and yiclding

.nitiire 8f the stem, imparting a strong external resemblance to

the Bourbon cotton. Eight and ii'ne inches ia circumserence
. Ir

'

W' 4

| The enaat may tl‘l.ue be characterized :— .

Frutex ingy is; folus oppos’is, petio}fttis, oblongis, scrrato-dentatis,
glabris. ‘Calyx minimds, persistens., Petala 5. .,‘Stamim‘ 5-petalis alter-
nantia. Fructus superus, oblonge baccatus, 5-locularis, polyspermus, vel
woortive monospermus. Infl; rescentia axillaris, eymosa: eynu dichotomne
stipulati. - °

The plant sryplying the araguav tea is u species of llex, and belongs to
the same family of Celastrinew, sub-order Aquifoliacer.
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are not unfrequently attained ; nnd the acvantages of a’ very
productive crop twice in cach year, the existence of the plant
during five scasons, and the heavy rcturn of the paficularly fipe
wool during the very first, awayd to the species a most de-
serving pr(*-er.ninence.‘ . ’

The indigenous plant of Efiit is not,e however, so much
esteemed as that from Gondar, which, instead oferisiag tall and
straight from thé ground, assumes a spreadige dwarfy appear-
anee.? The wool is consklered superior, and ghe cloth pro-
duced is softer and. more clas® but its exktenco is ]in"tcd
to three®years. DBoth are planfed mdiscriminatgly in  the
same field, although, when gathered, the crogs gfe preserved
wnmixed 5 and after the fifth year the Bt shrulﬁis cut over
close to the ground,.whic: is* then p}oughcd_up‘ amel sown
with wheat or other grain, when, on the removal of thg harvegt
the young cotton shoots are well above the ground, end will
yicld during two further scasons. .e -°

The seed, having been placed for some ey, .wood-ashcs, is
well rubbed with red earth b(-{'orc'planting; and wherever the
locality i« favourable tamgirrigation, water is not spared®  The
porl, wien ripe, is cut with a knife, e husk removedy and ®the
wool deposited in a bag, with the utmost care to exclude extra-
neous matter. One full bearing bush produces twice during
the twelve months between four and five ponnds of raw stuff.

[ ]

1 Gossypium Efatense.  Sceds completely covered with a elose down.
Cotton white ; capsules 3-celled, 3-valved ; flewers small, with a red fundfis 3y
leaves @ to 5-lubv$ lobes acunifpated. .

2 Gossypium Gondgrense.  Seeds sprinkled with shert hairs. ®Cotton
white ; capsules 3-celled, 8-valved ; flowers lwrge, glovﬁ; Icays *3 o™
5-lobed ; lobes c.ommuply obtusc. a «

L
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Being the NARRATIVE of an EXI)'EDI TION from the GAVE ot
GOOD HOPE through the TERIITORIES of the CILIEF 2
MOSELEKATSI to the TROPIC of CAPRICORN.

“ We must here take our leave of Captain Harris's munt amusing,
. Narrative. The whole of it will be read with great pleasure und lu'uht and

we lnok forward to the promisqd publication of his great work, tlu, Afucn-
.

Portraits. Tn he present vdlume the zoologist will find many evaluable

accounts of the habits of Animals of the greatesteari*®, and the ,pn:-hm‘nn

will read of Joénes of the more stirring deécm'ptiou, uné of shote Which hav§
9
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. éx’rmcr FROM TIE AUTHOR'™S PREFACE.

“My d siect throughout the following viewr which were all executed on
the ﬁpot lts been t‘o combine, to the fullest practicable extent, information
whict might provo acceptable to the naturalist, the sportsman, and the
lover of wild scenery. Adapted to one standard, and corrected by actual
ncasurement, they comprise faithful portraits of every game quadruped
yet known t¢ inhabit Southern extra-tropical Africa, including one which
has boen yronounced a unique and splendid discovery of my own ; and as
(neither ‘the relative size of the animals, the characteristics of their favourite
hauntn, nor their wpunner of congregating, has in afy instanec been lost
eféht of,” W series w1l be found to convey an accurate and tangible idea
‘not only of the ordmu'y Mlk of earn, and of its gregarious, mouogamous, or
sohmry hdbits, but ulso of the aspect and geogravhical ‘catures of the
region to which it is restricted. ¢TFo study animals accurately,’ says the
observant Buffun, ¢ we ought %o accompany them into the retreats which
they havo chosen for themselves, to follow them intv the deep caverns, and
to attend them on the frightful precipifies where they enjoy unbounded
liberty.' »
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